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| | The moſt fatal, and perhaps the Keen ae 
NY Ricks cloſeit to our Nature,. that enters into the 
Tg Heart moſt inperceptibly , & covers icfelf.under. the 
. grexteſt Diſguiſes, is Pride; chan which there is not, 
| in all the Catalogue of Vices, any more deſcrvedly_ 
1 bateful to God, more injurious to Men, or more 
I prejudicial to Ourſelves; and therefore fie, above. 
OY all orbers, ro be diſcountenanced by s.. 
"Fa I Theinſ ired Writers , therefore , conſcious of its. 
Ks, Danger, do almoſt every hens lar themſelves, wich: | 


'. | more chan ordinary Vehemency, to beat ic gown 
8 ; . Converts. — And, TEL $ Pp 25 TIE 


x 


Condes iag the Nature of Mas, fs ſhore Durati« 
3 | 3 1 5 and ſcanty Perfeclions, together wich che Evils 


. | that « Pride. was not made ſor Man, nor an bavghey” 
piii for hin that i is dern of Woman.” . 
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A BO -Þ 1 pride. 
3 | In ſpeaking © this Vice, I ſhall conſider, 


Firſt; Wbst ir "is, and cotte® our Miſtakes 
< about i it. And then, | 8 


II. Add ſome proper Reaſons EVE to 
avoid i it. And, 


3 5 _ Firſt . Priſe bs origiaally founded es | 
5 which is the inoſt adi nate and inſeparable Paſſion | 
. e eee Ed "TR Ky. We —_ Hive for 


3 


3 A abe e kin ue all the 
; ſecret Seeds of Pride ; and, on the coattary, to fink soul into the 
loweſt State of Humility aud Self- abafement. 
1 eee, eee eee 
preſcat Condition, that can tempt any conſiderate Perion to Pride and 
1 | Vanity: and yet, the very Reaſons why we mould not be proud, ares 
= notwithſtanding, the very Reaſons why we are fo. — Were we not fins 
| 8 ful , we ſhould not be ſubject to a Paſbon , which ariies trom the De-: 
pravity of our Nature : — Were we not ignorant, we a 
we have nothing to be proud of : and, were not our whole Spec 
apilaxable ; eee | 
55555 us , which are the Occafeng af this Pan, 4 which dokeners : 
| 2 eee belle others, | I 
5 0 A bees, Philaney ran6 thro the whole Bape of Fleſh and 
| | Blood, and Self-love is the Mother of Vaaity, Pride, and Mittake. le 
| blinds the 'Voderſtanding , perverts the Judgment, and depraves 
| Reaſon of the other ib moſt model Diſtinguithers of Truth and F 145 
p ry. It makes Man ſo fondly conceited of bimſelt, that he prefers 
bis own Art ſor its Fxcellency 1 his own Skill for its PerfeRtion ; and 
: his own Compoſitions for ther Wit 3 and his own ProduRtions for {6 
. their Beaum, It makes ven hig Vicet ſeem to bim as Virtues, & his : 


— 


eee e vopon Ai, 
 fhiir on Excellency ia all things - to think ſo fas 
vourably of themſelves, as to exclude all modeſt. 
Diffidence from them, and a falutary Seuſe of the 


T —n!]%⅛ ᷓ «, ]—‚—‚— IOC. 2 


* dr l 


3 


Number of their Frailties , and the Imperfectioni 


of their Virtues, and Dependanee on God for every = 
| thing goodia them, and for them: which Hui | 
vnleſs checked in Time, will make them thke moſt © 
Deli zht in thofe Circumſtances and Actions which 
diſtiaguiſh them from their Nei zhbours, and place 


their ſuppoſed Advantages in the beſt Light. 


Our Happineſs, . as wells as Knowledge ariſes from 


Senfation and Reflection, and may be reduced th 


theſe two Articles [viz] that of ple ang Seſajoa SED 
200 agreeable Thoughts. | | 


As to a Deſire of indulging FAY former 8 
Check or Controul, ate owing Luſt, Intemperance, 


| — = une; ſo, from a Deſire of indulg ing the 5 
J. atter beyond Medure: Pille tak es i its Riſe. : 7 - And, 


t d. very remarkable that thoſe who.moſt deny 


welle pleafing Senſations 5 will be, (except _ 
they are Lk much, upon their Guard.) ape OVER 


5 eee ee the more refined, and ont 


Wies wil gain an eafier-- Bomann « 2 as fobtle 


Serm. CENTRE nen 


Ks cf 


* 


and thia Matter "PPE 8 and fils up 4 
Vacancy,; where Bodies of a groſſer Contexture can 
not penetrate. It ſpriags from a partial View of our- 
| ſelves, of Our Excellencies only, without balancing 
_ againſt them our numerous Imperfections and De- 
fets. It does not conſiſt in the bare Conſciouſneſs 
that we have ſome Accompliſ ments, but ia that 
Exultation of Mind, which is conſequent upon that 
Conſciouſneſs, unallayed by any Self- Diſſatisfaction, 
ariſing from a Survey of our Sins and F railties, (*), 


So that Pride i is an over valuing Conceit of our 


Diznity founded upon ſome real or inagnary 7 
riority above others, which, when it ex preſſeth 
5 ia an imperious Carriage and a commanding 


Mein, is called Haughtineſs ; and is generally che 
Fault and Reſult of a narrow Education. | Whereas 


Men, of an 0 Cenverſation 2 sive into a more 5 
0 AF 1 8 delicies „ : 


| | X x kn Frame ana Conftitu, 
G and if it be not kept under due Regulatioo » Self-conceit will 
_ the Effect of it. Inſtead of viewing ourſelves, therefore, in the enga- 
1ag.Leght, which the ſerviie Flattery of others, or our own aſſuming 
. (our giearett Flatterer,) might place us in, we mould endea- 
ur to form a tune Eſtimate of our Worth, ng © TV 
pe It our Nftues and Per ſectiona, (ſuppoſing them our own e 
. blos) were unajlayed; then an unallayed Self-complaceney might Juſto 
5 1y be the Reſult of a Knowledge of them. But, as the beſt of human 8 
e | $\&ellencies will have u Mixture of human Weakneſs , our Self com 


5 eee eee 
| _ pdSwperietions. 3 3 ee end e 


5 x are vaio; hat, of all things hate tb be thought (6, | 9 608 
Ati u bes bech obfſeritd/; (doubtleſs'ih Compliaient 16 the ans 
- ſent Age) that ſane Vices ſeem to be haniſhed from amongſt us. But 
* ads ! unl leſs vec could: diveſt buman Nature of its Weakneſſes, no Vice 


„„ woes me OS Nos 


Alete Pritle 3arkich —— *dnjoy' 4ſelf, but 
eee 6 cocolctal ee Mal | 
_ of Humility. (®Y * e 4+; 
The Generality of Mankind econlider boy the 
Surface of their Actions, without e ever ſounding the 
Berens of their Hearts, and tracing the inward. 
Workiags of the Sonl , — Indeed, we cannot bot 
de ſenſible of the violent Emotions and Agitation ä 
of any Paſfion; but che filler and gentler Mode- 


ments, the ſtudied Diſguiſes and Refinements, (en- 
cept we are very attentive, ) will oft elude our Ob- 

| ſervation - as we often beat · down thoſe Vices which 
ure flagrant and glarin'z by others which are ſecret, 
and keep - in our Inſolence , becauſe ſupercilious and 


cohtemptoous Treatment . other would l 
make us contemptible. 4% bee eee 


00 An Men, in their Hearts, court Bie v. yer are DES any One 


mould diſcover their Fondaeſs to be eſteerhed © Men would paſs for 
— virtuous, that they may draw ſome other Advantage: from it, beſides 
55 Virtue ie@lf , [vi z] Eſteem aud Praiſe : but this is not Virtue „ wa 5 


of Praſie and Vanity only, and mult look for no other 


will be ever quite extin&, tho it may appear under another Form. 
+. Thusginderd, ride les mos lu ſome! Na ſure : td be no mere vi! 
iy the Ropm of it, ve habe a genteel, polite Hypoeriſy, a certain be. 


2 ee err puttiat on che · Appeurance of every Vir 
| derm. ann 8 Ps eng oy AS mY N n 


— CO 


| 12 rbe moren Man 3 che Woeld, che mote 
5  Fenbble he will. be that he muſt. conceali the .odious 
_ ; Tc of Pride, unleſs he would be odious himſelf. 


N that ſooths and flatters his Vanity, chutting out all 


| ive, prevents \ the Reality of » Pty What is foul 3 
fully diſguiſed and That is imagined to be Virtue, which is only _ 


But then, — He may retire into himſelf to cheriſh 
each favourable & delightful Idea of bis own Worth, 


humbling and mortifying Reflections that would 


| ſazgelt to him unwelcome, tho neceſſary Truths, 
Now, this is the very Eſſence of Pride. — But, 


To obviate all Miſt ikes , it will be neeeſſaxy to ob- 


ſerve that Pride is not merely to think favourably f | 


ourſelves, for then 5 indeed, Pride would be an uni- 
verſal Vice : Every one beiag more or nen bialſed 8 
in his own Fat. 7 . 

lt is no Part of Pride 1 . "I any per- | 
fections we have, either intellectual or moral; for 
this i is, ia many Caſes, neceſlary, & impoſſible to be 


5 avoided. ladeed 1 if we could ſuppoſe ic poſſible 
for a Man to be ignorant of his good Qualitics', ic 
could by no Means be convenient: for, if he carried 


ſuch 2a Treaſure about bim, without knowing how J 
_ well furniſhed he was, it.is ſomewhat hard to con- 
7 ceive gw he could either hve chr . 8, We. 


* 
* * 
3 J 7 


may. 


Yice refined; and e e eee 


# eg oe) 55 e 
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aner S 
3 | A 
} RH _ without being guilty of Pride ; and it it no Branch 

| ol that Sin; to-ciſcover- that they areegreater ithan - 
a Jome of our Neighbours may poſſibly enjoy: neither 
. do e fall into a Crime, by being delighted with 
E thoſe Advantages of Mind, Body, or Fortune 4 
I which Providence has given us: theſe things, in the 
very Notion of them, are ſuppoſed to by beneficial 
and, it is natural and "neceſſary for u us, be. pleaſed 
a8 With the Enjoyment of that which is 8004, of that 
B which i is agreeable to our Faculties, „ and an Ad- 
” vancement of our Nature, - ee e 
1 The Misfortune i is, our Pleaſu res upon theſe Jo. 
s counts are ſeldom lincere, and as they ought ro be; 
our Delight is a Sort of Arrogance ; we value or- 5 
| ſelves on the Bleſſi ogs, account them the Reſults of 

Merit, and contema all that are. et on che Level 
; wich us. — But further, 5 : 

© A Man may think himſelf ſomewhat wiſer * 

78 than he is, who vet may have an humble 
: Opinion of nimſelf upon the whole 45 as being * 
from thinking himſelf wiſe. and good enough. 

A Man may. not think: himſelf quite ſo faulty as 
: = is, and yet be humble, if, at the ſame: Time that 1 
be endeavours to improve in Virtue and get cler 
f every pre ſumptuous Sia, he ſtrives to m 
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5 be of God t to cleanſe im fe from ks bete 
IS Faults, ii 
Pride is a Vice or moral Evil: 2 and an en 
Wee auy further than it is, in its genuine Ten- 
geney, productive of Evil. But, what evil Effect 
would. an Opinion too favourable of ourſelves be 
attended with, provided it did not riſe to ſo high 
a Degree, as to make us thiok preſumptuouſly and 
ſecurely of vurſelves, contemptuouſiy and unchari- 
tably of our F ellow- creatures, & behave i irreverent» 
Iy and ungratefully to our Creator. . 
It is, we doubt, almoſt impoſſible to hold the B- 
lance exaRly even, without the leaſt Inclination to 
our Side ; = It is impoſſible for us who are Parties, 
do paſs Judgment on ourſelves with the: ſtrict Ri- 
| gour of Juſtice , without ele . Partiality' or Ts 
vourable Soltenings.”Þ 
Alt that can be expected frat us, is, (what ada. | 
leſs every wiſe and . modeſt Man doth, viz,) that 
looking around us, and conſidering how Ipt every 
Maa is, in ſocne Degree, to over · value himſelf, we 
5 Nara from hence to entertain and cheriſh a conſtant. 5 


Apprehenſion that we do ſo too - which will diſpoſe y : 


: n to look deeper into ourſelves , and apply the 


| kreater Vigilance and CircumſpeRion, and Applis 5 
cation to God, that He would“ Jook well if there 
be any Way of eee in FR and lead us in the 
Mor mais ð 4 


1 WS 
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3 ä EN —— n — 


$1 pos (4 hy Do — 
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| Vaneaſopaplench of it. "2 off 
: 4 g this ted the Nara of Ph, 10 1 


4 proceed go ew the Unreaſonableneſy-of it., 


L ; --And here, => Many and viriourarcuhe Rake | 

5 | 7 to be given, not only from the Folly. but alſo from 

6 | | the Danger and evil e of 1 we ſhould ; 

" anoilt-Kfer 77 57 5 nt pd | . 

5 It is without Founduden 1 it -is devoid of its 1 . | 
1 1 teaded Effect; it is an Injury to itſelf, to God, and — I 
"Þ to Mankind ia general ; and therefore is juſtly re= © 
ſiſted by all, and will Wee in che eg bring 5 5 
1 n Condemnation. e ant; Few]; ; N 55 

5 - Firſt, It is without endeten h 

o i We have all of us ſo many Blots eee „ 

4 | ters, - ſo many: Infirmities to acknowledge, 49. fa - 0 5 E 
ya 3 Sins and: Follies-to anſwer for , that it may > END. | 
- ſ-em ſtrange: how Pride could ever ſteal i into uuůn = 


| Hearts, or even to our weakeſt. Thoughts, _ 


6 If Angels were dazzled with the Luftre of their Ss 
t a Wer en e an., . Kew * ras | 
1 Ce bade kindja in Corruption, or the Llane of Ee OS 
ar Ambition i in ſinfol Duft and Aſhes ? | „„ 8 F 
1 Aa ta che Benefics. , whether. ot Fore, 

rl i | tune, or Grace, what is there in any of them wheres. 

rt - 2 . Are EP de all Gifts bellowed who. pe” 
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ii for PETR Purpoſes: than Pride aa Otte 
on; and rather miniſter Oceaſion for Humility, 


: Thankfulaeſs:, and all imaginable Care, to anſwer. 
the: Purpoſes for which they ieee 

5 | chan for Vaniey and Self- conceit! Sh 

Ik we conſider the Benefits of Nature, 8 which we 


| ancad Beauty, Strength, Wit, and the like, what is 
5 there | ia any of theſe whereof to be conceited? ( 
Not but that ſometimes we. are miſtaken even in 
theſe z and then ſurely there cannot be a more ridi- 
culous Folly than to Glory where there is no Oe 
g caſion of Boaſting. And we may alſo add, that this 
i not ſeldom: A Maa's own: Judgment ol chimſel 
ee of all others, the-moſt treacherous. 44 
Loo thro the World, yea look thro Ourſelves, 
| * ſee how many of us 8 oo TT IO. | 
ang 1 . 2 2 Sap 3 9G ↄ 
5 cee: T b 
______ Path es ? Vet know thou, that Perſumes long ſmelt, become 
3 Pry. e eee tite they flatter, Are not 
Se . Sentinels that watch for a FR how often eg 
' -- unable todiſtioguith Trat dom Error? 
ny r Dahrandin + wonck thy: Bye 6 bo mratandg 
| ts its Good, e ee RN e . 
; adces of Truth. 
„„ 4 Thine Hand } | ine not» Miracle 2 To therg inthe Creation any 
„„ like unto it ? Wheretore was it ghen thee, but that thou might. 
8 JJJꝙGGG temper, aol 
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Unceaſooablencſy'af „„ 
"With Regard to,perſonal PerſeRtions, whether of LD 
Aebdty er Strength of Body, or Penetration or 
 Firmane(s of Miad, can it be a Doubt'whether many 
' Thiok otherwiſe of themſelves, than all the reſt of 
the World think of them; and eſteem their Beauty, 
Ability, their Underſtanding, or Judgment, greats . 


Fr , than in Truth, they are, and than all impartial 


Judges diſeera them to be ? Where does Pride 
more powerfully exert and betray itſelf by wrong 


Judgment, than in the Caſes of Beauty & Strength? 


How many do, agaiaſt all Evidence and Corey | 
| Pver-rate their intellectual Eadowments, their Capas, 
City or their Improvement of i it, the Depth of their 
| Penetration, or the. Exa | mi 


3 7 209 eter N 
eee Ohſervation , that however terivard Mes by uud tor 


repine at the unequal Portion which God has allowed them of worldly: 


 KeGogyz pet o they are generally well ſatiaſied with their Share of in« 
ward Tetownments: it being as hard to meat with a Perſons who hum - 
bly thinks he has 100 little Seniè and Merit, neee os __— 5 
wmacien be hap 400 garat Riches and Honours. 
„ Alan of Wit, hp is born proud, Joolsth nothing of bis. Pn, 4 
or Stiffaeſa, tor being poor. 2 on the contrary, if any thing will ſoften; = 

+0656 nnen ae e e f 


3 11 bbs : 


: 11 js an ordinary Falling i in molt Man, made contented with, 


| their Fortune , nor diſconteated with their Wit 5 and would ſooner 2] 
bear a Reno upon their Morals; than their 'Underftanding. ''The 


e was early ſenſidle that this way dan's weak Side, gr 
OT, Deane cl. e 


This f is an Inſtance of Pride... to © kick thro Self- 
love we are generally diſpoſed, and which is diſtin 
guiſhed by the partieular Appellation of Self- con · 
ceit, and againſt which, as the moſt dangerous, there 
are more on in Scripture. x than n 
- other, () — Bat. ; 
Suppoſiag that our 3 bs 1 right; 
yet, what is there in any of theſe natural Endow- 
| _ We to 8 there very n any of 


Abb If they would flo d. 
Council, * they ſhouid ve as Gods, knowing Good and Evil.” The 
Deceiver gained bis Point Man fell ito Di grace with his God, and 
wut oaly propagated Sin and Death ro his Poſterity , but, as a peculiar 
Legacy» he ſeems to have filled them with a vis Conceir, that they en- 
joy that Knowledge which was then promiſed by the Devil. 5 
Our Deſects and Follies are often upkaown to us; indeed, they 
are ſo far from being known to us, that they reſt in us as it were in 
+ their proper Centers, and paſs for real Demonſtrations of our Worth. 
Phis makes us eaſy-in the midſt of them, fond to ſhew them, fond to 
Improve in them, 5 to be eſteemed for them. Then it is that a thou 
uad unaccountable Conceits, gay Inventions, and extravagant Ati. 
| ons, mult afford us Pleaſure; and diſplay us to others in the Colours | 
which we ourſelves take a Fancy to glory in : and indeed, there is 
ſmethingſs amuſing for the Time in this State of Vanity and I. 
grounded Satisfaction, that even the wiſer World has choſen an exal- 
ted OE OR e erfreue _ caſtes it The- E 
Oi Toes ST 16% 347 i ES on 


Ry” All 1 the 'Goipe, its W . 38 : 
| Frofpefie, do all of them tend to bumble the Pride of Man; 1 whoo; 
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grains Creature or, order hath-ape-th a 
erster \Pegtceithan: Man (C9). 14-1! 42 0 204 
- Ham much doth the Whiteneſs of the Lilly and 


the R met e Bat dare denne our 
; antenance | 


What Moldtudes of ersten ate there that far : 


— furpaſs Man ia, Strength and Swiftneſs ! © 
And divers others; which, (as far as concerns any 


uleful End of theirs,) ad much more wiſely than 
moſt of us, and are therefore, in Scripture , , often= 


times propoſed to us by Way of Example. . 


Shall we chen glory in thoſe things herein hs = 
eld, do in : 
common a wich W ig, „ y things excel 


Plants of the Earth, and che Beaſts of, 


us? But, e , e be 2 gl ear 


0 Low A. Las. FR „ 
auun Adoratd, pracellit 4ranta Tad. 


© c had OLA; | 
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N denen Wayr an be ee, 1 


Who can obſerve the careful Ant, 
And not provide for future Wane R. DE 
7 44 The: daily, Labours of the Beese 
_ +4:Anake our Souls to-Induſtry. i | 
« Tang rosen Obied of Creation. „ 
F Canfyrnith Hinte for, Contemplation, - 
And from the molt minute and means 
A-yirtuous Mind can Morals glean, 
225 theſe, without one Schools, ſuffied 
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1 Suppoſing e ſo excellepc ; yer, dead. 
age en nn . ou e himſelf. 
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eh abe e Tempus 3 0 
veriens, cam eodem fugit : AS te Toners Jl OR 
err. © Beauty's a fair, but fading Flower - 


Six Feet of Zarth end all Diftin&ion of our Binn. 


e Age, and be proud if you can. 
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g8ee No. or of the Spedtator. 

D. formaſe Fuer / aii ud crede Color. 
* Thoſe Eyes, divioe a Ray, 
What ace they ? 


ring mortal Clay. | 


- Thoſe Features, caſt in beav'nly Mould, ! 


Shall, like my courſer-Earth,, grow od: 


Like common Graſs, the faireſt Flor 

„ . 
What's Beatty 7 Call ye that your o 

Ales e foes as foon as blown + ; r 

What's Many, in alt his Book bf Sway {| 

- Perhaps the Tyrant of 'n Day. 

Alike the Laws. of Life aka; die" 

Through ev'ry Branch of human Race. | 

The Montre of loug Regal Libs 


oY 25 Was rais d from Duſt, ar felt 6 ate. 
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Can be pour Health into his Veins, 
Or-cool the Fever's reſtleſs Pane * = 


\ - _ Can he, (worn down in Nature's Ceurſe,} 


| New-brace his feeble Nerves with Force ? | 


Can he, (how vain'is mortal” Pow'r !) 
. Stretch Life beyond the deftin'd Hour Þ 
Conſider, Man ; weigh well thy Framey | 
The King the Beggar is the ſame; 
Duſt form'd us all, each breaths bis Day, 
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tivating Virtue, which is far more excelleat (4) 
and will be forever laſting wos. (9 © Some 


(*) Nui of egregia Forme . eee Lade, „ 


2 Fament Libidinu , eee e 


gram Amoris Adi. ane n fob animate einen 
e e 43 
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F — —— — gut Core | 
gore pulebri, Anims werd deformes.. | Ut Divitie » =} read aar, plas 
abjunt , aud projunt ;, its Forms ale Virtute multis Baits oft : temet' * 


igitur in Speculs contempla., ot i pulcbir apparear, r 


chrum Au deformis, id quod Faritt deeft, Honeftate Morum ſupple. © 
- (#) Ut Virtus duni Corforis Porme jundi ft, uu: ua, 5 


t u, h andiqu# formoſus fuerii; Formaque clarior vidobitur, ? 
Hirtus gratior's* quantim” mm Lur Tenebris antecellit , nun Virus 


Anini Corpuris Firmd charior. ' Ut. pure feu, carer of Aqua 4. „ 5 


a Corpert gratior e Virtus. 


Ne Virtue makes a beautiful. Woman appear more etz 3 0 


Beauty makes x virtuous Woman really more virtuous. 


| 1) Bf ofa dnimar Pulchritads multd ſuavier, ens Go N 
Prior: illam ofiare , illi Operam impendere dignum eff : Hanc enim e, 3 
hnga Dies deterit, nec Morbus extinguit , nec Mors ipſe delet i ſed Hen f, | 
Yi! juſciplunt Labores ? Quanta Abi inferunt Supplicia multi rt 
benefia interim Suot utilia.?. e eee | 


non be formefores fmt quidtm, ſed ut appareant : wnins Form Studio, a 
i et Br are immemores. Zan CRONIN Beauty, 
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| Unreiſbrablenes'of it. 1 8 Ih . 
: — thent at. any Time : and: farely, what he 


neither got nor can retding it is truly Folly: for hin 
ta value himſelf upon them. Add to this, the Tem- 
ptations we are liable to, on this Account; (*) with | 
the, exceeding Deformity of Vice in a beautiful 

= Body (f) and the much greater Neceſſity of cul | 
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: * Abl nde. 
Some hs may pride chemſclves upon Ss | 
Richaefof their FAN & thelr 2 880 Hobie, 2 
ras without Virtue, 10 but a painted Sepulchre. . * 
Pee Meets was firſt formed ; nor of thy Brain, 
| becaule therein thy Soul refideth. Is not the Maiter of the Houſe more 


| | bocourable than its Walls? EEE 
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=o Dat Digitiz Gemmas, dat age Movilia' Calls, 

3 Ei. un pig Votes diſerimiaat dum. 

hy A fine Coat is but a Livery , when the Perſon who wears it , - 
covers no higher Senſe than that of a Footman. 

; Drefs being intended tor DiftinQion of the ſeveral Orders and 
Stations of Life , as well as for Ornament and Security from the 
Weather, it is no Wonder, if in the wiſer Nations and Ages of the 
World, Regulations in this Point have been thought worthy the Con- 
fideration of the Legiſlature, as a Matter of great Importance to the 
Manders of Mankind; to keep the ſeveral Orders and Degrees of 
Nen within their on. Sphere, and their own Diftri& ; and not ſuffer” 
| them to encroach either upon the Character or Condition of their Su- 
periors. And this, without Queſticn , was of excellent Uſe, to tem- 
per the Minds of Mankind, and abate that Vanity which ſo ſtrongly 
exerts itſelf in the Spirits of moſt Men ; or if ESR ee 
- Gre it to ſome uſeful and excellent of Life, — Thas, 
For Example, in the Common Wealth of Rome, (in all ies Anna. 
_ of Virtue and Diſcipline,) a Roman Knight, with the Abiſities of an 
| Angel, was confined to the Equeſtrian Robe and Ring. Nor could, 
the Wealth and Merit of ten Senators united in his own Perſon, pure 
| chaſe bieoanyDiſtinQion of Dreſs ſuperior to his own Order; ſo tbr, 


ehe it muſt exert itſelf in ſuch Acts of Virtue as might raiſe him to - 
higher Station, and entitle him to nobler Ornaments , and Badges of 
R T 8 
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ii thus Caſe, either his Vanity of Wealth and Power muſt ſubſide, or 55 
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and expealive, which kor F 


f Hale and 
which carry e 


L Vinifelf aly « on exterior Ornaments. 1 


eg 


ob1d . that 4 Elberbe were * 


| Fe EW of ox rovkng bur of Sin; and that theres | 

Fore,” Inittad of exciting Pride, and making us val, 

| they! ſhould ſerve to humble and mortify us, as ha- 
þ Yo: ot that, (Innocence,). which was, a much 


eater 9 to us, thas: 8 . gorgeous 


r 


There is not a more IO 10 in e 1 


5 Lark Thin 4 Min of mere Out-fide, „ that rec 


ID & >: 


Ke. Te 9 be e in in Vindlcaion of of 


11 65 17.5 9 
vr ber bes Leroy lncreafad with Wed and veſt, and : 
Vanity abounded ud virtue dechyed, then did they find out new Arts 
of varying and e eee e e more luxurious 

ion and Kind! „they were under a Ne- Ig 
ceſſity ab cofitinuing: til \ And: this Luxury of Dreſs ,as | 
well as that of Pay ae ge have very ill Effects upon tn 
Morals of the Oitirbns, and alf to be of very fit Conſequence to tho 


Pyplicky was often regulated by ſutaptunry Laws, which limited tba 


Expence ot clothing to a determinecl Sum ; and ſuch as was not: to be 
| but upon ſauere Penalties, Aad this again, repreſſed tha 
exorbian 


tion in Lite. And tbis-bath often been practiſed, more or leſs, bt 
* 3 0 . 
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Vanity of Mankind; and reduced it, infome Meaſure;withs = 
Inthokk ; Bounds and Ljnitations,proper;.tocach Character and Com- 


Drcfs and Faſhion, « F a Mani is govel 
pally by his Senſes, and lively ſtruct by the Objeas. 
Which appear to him in an agreeable Manner 3. 


| CE loaths contribute to make us agreeable Obe 
: ad ve owe it to ourſelves to labour to appear ſach, | 


| | Every Day's Experience ſhews dd, among Variety 
1 | of People with whom we are not acquainted, that 
ve fake Impreſſions too favourable, or too diſad- 
. | vYantageous of Men, at firſt Sight thin their Habit. | 
r = "There i is doubtleſs a Condu& and Medium to. be 5 
bbſerved i in Dreſs , as much as in any thing. 

A Youth, in the Poſſeſſion of an ample Fortune, 
cannot recommend bis Underſtanding to thoſe who. 
are nor of his Acquaintance more ſuddenly, than by 
Sobriety of Habit: as this is winaing at firſt Sight, | 


b a Perſon gorgeouſly 6 fine, gives. an immediate 


i Offence. 0 e | 1s 

8 8 "Ke ws 2 £7 0G e 
| Co ©" ©) eee Regs fot cert deind Fi, e 
et ahm, citraget nequit confifters r . 2: bn fo 
3 | There is a Nan is all things, certain. Rule, as hat 


Wich totranſgreſs, confirs rn (290 
5 | mars cine Opes, non. Veftis Tyrite Color, non Auro nitidas Trabes, 
©, Righnefsof Dreſconſibutesnething to a Man of Senſe; but rather 
| makes: bis Senſe inquired into. Tue more the Body is ſet off, the © 
25 Mind appears the leſa · Cad etizm wile Tegimentum Sapientem tegit,” 
wt may; doubtleds; be pronounced:a general Maxim, that the greateſt * - 
| Pride-& Affectation in Apparel, are lodged in Herſons of the moſt ſub- 
Kaorial Ignorance. The Souls of Idiots are actuated merely by frail” 
$eie ;z; ponds rng eg aqua oye nes” yrrrh, have veal then” 
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file a little, | Rift i inepto Res ineptior nulla eft. Nothing i is ſo foo 
the Laugh 2 "0 fabi. Laugh at a Jelt, | but | 


ug | no Obeaſioh for it. | erz 


- Is the Largeneſs of our Circumſtances to be taken 7 
25 20 N lor e in TORT” Becauſe 
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ve 
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| into 3 8 Gaity that frikes their ir Fancy thro that Senſe. Di- 


verſity of Colour has there a powerful Charm ; Beauty and 8 : 
conſiſt in the dear Variety and Worth and Diſtinction are the Con- 


= ſequences of their Finery. — Theſe Fools in Trappiugs are enough 


to make Men of Gravity and ſound Reaſon averſe to rich e and 5 
fuch a Proſtitution of Dreſs, even nauſeous to the Wile. 


We ſhould be careful of imitating the Extravagances ofa B 


| head i in many Reſpects; and, ſhall we ſet a Guard on our AQions : 
| oaly, and yet, at the ſame Time, put on the Colours of Foolery ? It 
bs baking beneath our proper Level, a going out of the Character we 
would in other things ſupport, and diſgracing the Dignity of our Na- ; 
| ture by admiring, Trifles, See No. 265 of the Spectator, ' 


An ugly Perſon in fine Trappings and Accoutrements is doubly . 


ſo : When the Deformity is by itſelf, it is leſs ; but being ſet off with 


gaudy Drapery and rich Garniture, it receives an additional Difagree« ES 
ableneſs from the Luftre of the bright Equipage. The Fire and Brik- | | 


| Liancy of the Diamond makes the black Hue of the Complexion more 
- conſpicuous , which was, as it wete , hid 829 nee in its . 
| Darkae(s. Nocte latent Munde. n 


be plainer the Dreſs, with. greater Tutor 5 Beauty. 8 


- Virtue is the greateſt Ornament. In our Apparel, therefore, we ſhould _ 
_ avoid Singularity, Foppery , and Profuſeteſs. Can any thing expoſe - 
a Mau, more to Contempt, than N n. when, at : 


he 1 ime, he wants Neceſſaries? 1 ts HR 3 
« A Man may be known by e and One that hath ba- 


5 Gerſtanding, by his Countenance, when thou meereſt him. A Man's 
Attire, and exceſſive Laughtet, and Gait, ſhew what he i. 


Laugh not out of Mealtfe, nor out of Seaſon. The Wile ſ 
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ve end in Wealth and Vanity, have we therefore 
a Liberty. of being as expenſive and modiſh as we 
pleaſe ? No. If our Fortunes ſwell to an Exceſs, 
let the Surpluſſage of our Wealth rather be employ. 
ed in cloathing the Poor: - let our Superfluities 5 
ſupply their Want of Neceſſ. ries ; and, ſuch a gene- 
tous Uſe of Fortune will give Luſtre to our Repu- 
tation, and-make the World look with Wonder _ i 


RNegerd upon us. 1 85 5 


Wich what Advantage ſhall we e convey our Me- 
mories to Poſterity, by mak ing our Subſtance bene- 
ficial to our Country, and laying out our Abilities 
in the Service of Religion, in promoting Arts and 


| Knowledge, in eaſing the Diltreſs of ſuffering Merit, 
and ſettiag it free from the Tyranny of Debt, and 


the inſupportable Oppre ſſion of a depreſſed State. 


It is to be hoped we have, and always ſhall have = 
Haag Examples of Charity ; ſome that think them- 
ſelves Heaven's Stewards in the Application of their 
Eſtates . and apply the intruſted Talents in doing 
good Offices: Theſe Men can contemn the falſe 
Glare of outward Show, as knowing that fine C loaths 
| Tgnify nothiag in the Value of a Man, becauſe they - 
are but Signs of Wealth at beſt; and, as they do not 
ſuppoſe a Man conſiderable ; ; ſo neither can oy: : 
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Dreſs, no Oelde, for it. i 


-" Jack" Med as theſe , rather deſpiſe this 'Kind of 5 
l only; they are above ſtooping to the common 5 ? 
Notiods of things, and ſcorn to eſtabliſh _ Re- e | 

| poration by counterfeit Signs of Worth. 
It ſcems plain, that a diſtinguiſhing. Bravery of _ 
| Habit 13 only proper to mark out the patrician , or . : 


5 add external Authority to thoſe who are poſſeſſed of 0 0 
8. publick Charges in a Government. (*) For, Aa | 
5 (*) It is greatly to be wiſhed that our Country , like 3 . 7 
. abroad, obliged its Subjects to a Piſtinction of Degrees in Habits; LE, RE \ 
PT. that we had ſumptuary Laws to confine the Condition of Perſons, and - N 
8 aſſerting the Heraldey of their Dreſs, as well as Precedency in Birth 5 | 1 
4 Quality 3 then would our Nobility be diſtinguiſhed from our Gentry j; | 
our Gentry from Traders and Mechanics ;. and every Claſs and Order 

s ot Perſons, reſtrained from an illegal aſpiring into a forbidden 5 | 
4 tions See Note ) Page 16. 

5 It would be a noble Improvement, or rather a key of what 

7 js called good Breeding, if nothing were to pals amongſt us for agree. 5 
: able wbich was the leaſt Tranſgrefſion againſt that Rule of Life, called EY 
of > Decorum, or a Regard to Decency, which is ſo nearly related to vir e 
7 tue that i it is difficult to ſeparate them from each other, but in Imagi- 


nation z but which i is generally trauſgreſſed among all Orders of Men j 
= indeed, the very Women, tho? thetalel ves created it as it were for Ors . 


b 

3 hament, are often very much miſtaken in this ornamental Part of Life, 
3 If it be natural to contract inſenſibly the Manners of thoſe we - 
fnlme; „the Women, «ho are pleaſed with aſſuming our Dreſſes, will 


Dc 401 us more Honour than we deſerve; but they will do it at their Ex- 
45 95 pence. The Preis and Air of a Man are not well to be divided ; and 
SOLD | thoſe © who would nat be content with the latter, ought never to think 
45 | | Le the former. All. that needs to be deſired of them, is, that 
y would be themſelves, (i e) what Nature . 2's md 3.td 
"Bas: SO e 3 1 
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the Extravagance of thoſe, whoſe Vanity prompts rhem to provide ſuch 
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As People generally take their Meaſures more 


* 5 b 5 4 k . 1 $ * ; ; 


| Le their Miſtake when they depart from this , let them look upon 


Man who affeQs the Softnefs and Effeminacy of a Woman, to learn 
how their Sex muſt appear to us, when approaching to the Reſemblance 


ofa Man. New decet Mulieres v, e. OO n. 
5 Spectator. 


How many. ke Schemes have 1 and 8 


committed, by a worthleſs Inferior's putting on an Air of Quality, 


aſſuming a Figure he had no Pretence to, and deceiving the Credulity 


of uaſuſpeRing Strangers, that have taken his Appearance of Gran- 


deur for real, & conſented to their own Impoſitions , from i the ſaper- 
Gcial Luftre of a diſguiſed Varlet? 
There is one important Conſideration which makes i ie neceflary, 


with ſome Ardour , to defire ſuch a Reſtrifion , { vix.] that the Credit 


and Fortune of induſtrious Tradſe-men too often fink in ſupporting 


Apparel , as the State of their Condition hath no Pretence to. How 
many are there that profeſs Gentry in the World , and are proud of 


ce boaſted Worth of their Families, yet have neither Honour nor c 


Conſcience enough. to diſcharge their perſonal Engagements, but pro- 


| tract Payment to an unreaſonable Date » and perhaps force their Cree 

EE ditars to the Trouble of a Proſecution? It is an ignominious peice | 

| of \ajuftice in any Man to ſtand indebted for the Finery he hath worn 
. thread-bare, and calle his Reaſon, as well as Honour in'Queſtion, = 


Believe me, thoſe intentional Delays (were the Tradeſ-man' s Sy s 
urs, as it is his, we ſhould heavily complain) are real Frauds; 


ever they appear in the Eye of the Law, in FaR they are but mere 


licenced Kobberies. We may iin in this Way with greater Indemnityz 
. but the Eſcape of Puniſhment takes not off from the Blackneſs of the 
| Crime. All but luch as are accuſtomed to the ſame Fault, will deſpiſe 


web Morals, & be apt t0 believe, that it is not bare Conſcience which - | 
peftrains ſuch from e which would make them lablo to & 
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| on the Scuſes: and, if their Get | 


5 ? - EO : and that ny is no Neceſſity 


1 it. 3 * 


ben eee ; thats; cd Neuſon dag, 


cters up- 
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Auuaatage of them in Figure zur ure, they would be; 8th. 


nothing great but what it pompous's * 


; ts their C pirates, and ſorget the ir E 


© Here i is, ooly. an innocent, Sratg gem ze deve 


„ 


We lower Claſs i iato Duty and do awe poem ney * 8 


oft Senſe of Obedience. 5 But. 


#> 4 


© Granting this Furniture of the Boy may be ben 


ber of a Guard t to Authority ; yex,09-public Perſog 


has any Reaſon co value himſolf, upon it: for, tl 


Deſiga of this Sort of State', i only | to comply wit 1 5 
the Weakneſs of the Wied He ſhould be s \'F 


ther ſorry that his Authorigy needs the Support 


ar 


+ little an b Artifice, » and depends, in Boy, Meal; 4 A 
ity, 
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«as as” to im aloe. the Magiſtrate” cannot rl 
| his Office without ſuperb Array : ſor, if he be furs 


Fine with general Prudence, with | Abjlicies proper 


o his Office + and has a competent Share of Powe £ 


he: needs not. doubt his lofluence over the People... 1 
1. may likewiſe be urged, with Reſpect to  Quali-" 
w,.chat withour the Addition of NiſtinQion of Dreſs, 

| 9 ſufficiently maintained by Title, 3 
or 
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upon the Account of embroidered Dreſs, argues 

them conſcious of their owa little Worth, & ſeems 

to imply chat che greateſt Part of their r Quality e * 
Liſts io their Accire: that having nothing to prefer 

| them. to che Eftcem of = Judicious, they are our 


- Tant, and with a lirtle Gitter and Pageantry draw 


5 pous 10 io Equipage or Habit, is but a vain glorious 
over the Jaferioriry of others; and is ln Effect, to 


Priiſes to the World ? & yet we can ſubmit to let 
5 vor Vanity boaſt ieſelf in glaring Colours, and the 
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et rade _ 


/ Performs 1 JuriſdiQion , to mareh'always with 
Colos diſplayed, and make a needleſs Oſtentation 

. of their. Wealth and Grandeur: for, admitting that 
Perſons of have ſome little Colour for their 
Vanity: yet Singularity ſeems to have eee 
_TiaSuee of Arrogance in it. — Beſides, 0 
if we will weigh the Matter juſtiy, for Peeling of 
iſtinQioa co expeR an extraordinary Obſcrvance 


Ceremony of the i Ignc- 


n 


the gazing uathinking "Mobile to admire them. (0) 


ess the whole Matter, — The appearing pom 
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ag our own Grandeur + a Glent triumphiag 


L 


os claim ourſelves extraordinary People. Should, 
ve not think it odd in any C One to found. his own 


Richdels of our Outlite FEA the real or c ptetended 
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1 Execkiof our Circumſtances, without thinking our 
ſelves aceuſable 0 . F Wane; of Naar _ e 


Oſtentation. 


There is one thing, more e eg the Odom of Vanity, | 
which makes this over · curious Regard to Drapery, | 
worthy to be cenſured: {viz) that when the govern- 


ing Paſſion of a Man lies this Way, it too generally 
poiſons his Diſpoſition to good Offices : 2. his Charity 


_ ts diſabled, - his Good=nature fails, Juftice i is ver-. 
Jooked, and he is loſt to all the noble Purpoſes of 77 
Life: (®) Hence are Relations neglected, Tradef= 


men unpaid, and Servants linted to mortifying Al- 


| 4owanees, for choSuppert of” ge a TRL is 


- ® 


ww There i is 0 . of « gandy Dres that * 


ä eth not only to dithpate the Spirits, but even to tincture the Mind with 
congenial Vanities, with light fantaſtic Ideas, and.ſpecipus Appearagy 


ces, and of Conſequence, to take off the Attention from more ſeri 
Glid,, and important Attachments and Purſuits; and fo become 


N cy Vanities that ena jafeft the Mind ;- which naturally 


Men from the Ways « of Trauth and Virtue 2 and as this prody- 
— an adifpofition to greater and more uſeful Purſuits, i it alſo erea- 
tech f Neseſſuy of greater Expence, and alſo at the ſame Time abateth 


* that Spirit of Induſtry and honeſt Arts which ſhould ſupport i it. And, 
what is the Conſequence? When this Love of Vanity hath once taken 


osten af che Soul, it muſt be indulged and fupported at all Haz. 


es. Apd as #hiscanoat he done by honeſt Arts and Induſtry, which 
l bath cal e . done ol e l ; 
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mity of all former Ages. 


2 3 abet ende. 
have . thoſe. ee r Cite, 


and infeſt, our Highways. This is the true Cauſe 
why ſo many of our Sons grow up,” not as health> 


4 ful, but 2s poiſonous Plants. That our. Daugh- 
ters grow up, not as the poliſhed Corners, of our 


* emples,” but as the polluted Parts of our Abode. 


_ This is the true Source of that great Decay, that 


« leading into Captivity , and that complaining in 
our Streets,” far beyond the are and i Cala 

This is the true Reaſon. why. fo many. os one * | 
opealy act as if the Laws of the Goſpel were totally 


85 reverſed to them; ſorgetting, or entirely negzlec- 


ting to adorn themſelves with © modeſt Apparel, 
ww Shame-facedneſs, and Sobriety. But on the 
contrary, glaring in the Eyes of tlie World, © with 


 broidered Hair , with Gold, and Pearls, and coſtly. 
Array“ ” and an equal Contempt of Modeſty and 


Sobriety. — To ſee theſe inſignificant Ornaments 
valued at ſo great a Rate, and prefered to the Ne- 


| ceffaries of Life, and Regards of Virtue, is no ſmall 1 
: Diſparagemear to the Underftandings of Men. 5 


So. ſhort. and tranſitoty as Life is, ſo many Dates 


7 a we have to run thro to fit us for F uturity, ſhould. 


*be Conſiderations more proper for us to think of, 
than to e out our aa 8 Pres and _ Faſhion 2 


* 
5 8 2 <f 
* 4 — * * * 5 * 4 L 4h rout # 
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* 


Drefs, m 6 Occaſion for it, | 5 2 * 


8 5 1 wht Silk become of chele Faſhions when Time 

my icſelf ſhall diſappear z Virtue: alone; tho leaſt in 

I Fabien, vill be able coſurvive it. — But. 

255 The general and prevailing Mode of the Times, 7 7 = 3 

4 may be admitted. as a Plea'of no ſmall Weight in 5-42 

12 Defence of Dreſs; fince it is as great a Weakneſs 

to be odt n as 0 affect 70 de in it (050 . „ 
005 daten ar 6 complicit various, there is 0 VV 


c "70 thew, | Or quidem Cibis jatiari, ſed non Oculi ſaiffint paſſunt, 


t is in Dreſs, 2s in things of greater Conſequence "a Fathions ori. 
gra from thoſe only who have the high and powerful Advantage of 


ments 4 Art, (thoſe at leaſt for which no Reaſon can be given, ) are 
tranſmitted to us, are adopted, and acquire their Conſequence from 


the the Company in which we have been uſed to ſee them. We naturally 
ith venerate.our Saperiors , and conſequently voluntarily add our Appro- ON 
p bation to.every Ornament and Cultom that belongs to them. Ce DE EN 


The Faſhions of the preſent Age form, indeed, a perfeRt Contraſt 
6 the Simplicity of former Times , and vary fo perpetually , n 
requires no ſinall Ability to comply with all their Caprices. 
4 T᷑et premit Ordinibus, tot adhuc Compagibus altum „ 
aiſaat Caput: Andremachen a Fronte widebit x LIN Ta 
5 Pas minor of, aliam credgs. b 


9 A * * 


555 With Curls on Curls they build their Head beforey' ; 
1 And mount it with a formidable Tos FH . 
A A Gianteſs the ſeems; but look behind. 1 
3 And then ſhe dwindles to the pigmy Kinxe. 
1 5 A Man of Mode, cannot be long fo, for Faſhions are very trands 
PE tory z One has hardly deſtroyed another, but it is juſtled out by a ne- 
7s : * which mutt itſelf make way Ly its e 1 which wins. - 
ory | Ws eo CLAXAIV, | Cn | by. 


Tbe World i is 5 8 SA we e give it Tt 
10 covetous of Superfluity, and we ſhow it. 

But after all, = However general this Cuſtom i is, 

it is at beſt but a ſpreading Contagion, and epide= 

mical Foolery of the Age; and we ought, in Pru- 

dence no more to humour i it, than we ſhould the 

| \ Thirſt 

be the laſt, Kaba * Ke ad 3 1 

Diraunt, adificant, mutant Quadrata Rotundis. 
de te 2d Letter io No. got of the Spectator. — Such is our Levity. 
During theſe Reyolutions an Age is ſpun out, and then all thele fa- 


vourable Embeliſhments are ranked among things paſt, and dead to 
Imitation. It is certain, therefore, that a minute Obſervance of them 


5 is as ridiculous, as a flovealy Contempt of Decency & Cleanlineſs is. 


improper and diſguſting. „ ih . 
nnn. 8 1 
ee ee eee To 
Potentes nd tentes emulari. 
PIPE own eee org DEI 
What right, what true, what fit we juſtly call, . 
Let this be all my Care; — for this is all. 
| See Knox's Efſays, No. 76, On the Influence of Faſhion ; Andalfo 
Mo. #6 of the SpeRtator , with No. 56, 837, 129, and the lat Part of 
No. 475. 
_ Be not top early , or preciſely in Fathion , nor too long out of it d 
when Cuſtom has civilized it, it becomes decent; till then, ridiculous. 
Decency is the Midway betwixt Affectation and Negligence. . 
10 fight again Cuſtom is Folly. It bears univerſal Sway, and is | 
of that inſinuating Nature, tbat it converts into a beautiful Shape Ap- 
parel, Diet, Geſtures , Opinions, and even Sins, that to a Stranger, 
ſeem mil-ſhapen and deformed : Indeed , the Modes and Cuſtoms of 
the World are ſo engaging, that they are the firſt that Fools learn, & : 
> laſt the Bode is ew s put of 1 and Are, — — the He — the 


3 | ws ed oed un wifes: is 
. ae nt tn wot 


Dreſs; no:Ocealigafor it = 


= Thirſt of I Fever, which the mote'ie-is complyed 
WW with, the more it rages: For, let it prevail neves 
ſo much amongſt the weaker Claſs, the more polite 
andi reaſonable Spirits will. ala ae ef be 


5 | ewcen real Merit and mere Faſhion; (() 
hirſt lt falls our with many People in this cis of 
TR Dreſs, as it does in other Gallantries, they fancy 


themſelves diſpenſed with on Account: of their Age 
and Fortune from being diſerret or regular: they 

borrow from the Great the worſt Part of the Greatz | 
and appropriate” to themſelves Vanity, Luxury, In 
temprrance and Libertiaiſm , as if all thoſe Viees 
belonged to them: thus affecting a Character far- 
diſtaar from what they ought to maintain, they · be- 
eome, according to their Wiſhes, true Copies of 
moſt wicked Originals. They lep, in like Manner, 
out of all Decorum in Point of Habit ; and it is an- 
Obſervation that ordinary People, when they happem 

to abound in Money and Vanity, have their Houſes 
and Perſons as richly furniſhed as thoſe ae are 
: much their Soperiors'In Quality. But, 


ker, gſeat is the Magaeſs of ſome private ww 
1 vw 


— en bieten. and Singularity of 
Habit, add nothing to Prohity, nur heighten Merit ; but rather hurt, 
and often make it leſa pure, & more ſuſpected, AﬀeRtation of Singu- 
Any Go gone y. don pr 0000 * . : 


Superfluities denote either the Pride or the "= 
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> be popes a fovenly-Dreſs.ſhews an indolent or indiife- X 
. rent Minds and A whimſical Dreſs indicates: a fickle and caps cious 
nel "4 Perſon. As you dreſs your Body, ſo in general you will treat 500 r 
* . Friends, your. e and all around Vo. 'Dreſs.is x Table 
le Wat your Genes 86 
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| 23 EE | Againft | Pride. 


The World is for ae and we e give it ; It 
is covetous of Superfluity, and we ſhow it 
But after all, = However general this Cuſtom is, 


it is at beſt but a ſpreading Contagion, and epide- 


mical Foolery of che Age; and we ought, in Pru- 


dence ao mote to humour i it, than we ſhould the 
\ Thirſt 


dicks, Melia rengtuatyr, ai ahi. + 
| Dirnunt, adificant, mutant Quadrat Rotundis. 
Lee the ad Letter in No. gol of the SpeBator. — Such is our Levity. 
During theſe Reyolutions an Age is ſpun out, and then all thele fa- 
vourable Embeliſhments are ranked among things paſt , and dead to 
Imitation. It is certain, therefore, that a minute Obſervance of them 
is as ridiculous, as a flovenly Contempt of Decency & Cleanlineſs is. 
improper and diſguſting. Sumptxs Cenfum nd ſuperet. With dion og 
FFA ny ern "ON . 
b | 
| Potentes ud tentes emulari. © | 
J „ 


What right, what true, what fit we juſtly call, "9 
Let this be all my Carez — for this is all. 


See Knox's Efſays, No. 76, On the Influence of Faſhion ; And alſo 


Ho. x6 of the SpeRtator , with No. 36, 827, 129, and the laſt Part of 
No. 175. (PX 
4 . cn 


when Cuſtom has civilized it, it becomes decent ; till chen, ridiculous, 


, Decency is the Midway betwixt Affectation and Negligence. | 
10 fight again Cuſtom is Ne It bears univerſal Sway, and is 
| of thatinlinuating N bn. | 


"a. a an a .,y_u ea 


J SEPT” $2. 1% VM ” YR 


1 Dreſs, no Oeraſiamſor ie. 23 
It i Third of 4 Fever, which-the mobe it is complyed 
WH with; the more it rages : For, let it prevail never 
ſo moch amongſt the weaker. Claſs, the more polis 
| and: reaſonable Spirirs- will: al yas dingen bes 
tween real Merit and mete Faſhion, () 


„lt falls out with many people in this Caſe of 
Dreſs, as it does in other Gallantries „ they faney 


55 themſelves diſpenſed with on Account of their Age 
ity. and Fortune from being diſereet or regular: they 
4 borrow from the Great the worſt Part of the Greatz | 
_ and appropriate to themſelves Vanity, Luxury, In- 
is WO temperance and Libertiniſm , as if all thoſe Viees 
ep belontzed to them : thus affecting a Character. far 

ry uiſtaat from what they ought to maintain, they be- 


eome, according to their Wiſhes, true Copies of 
molt wicked Originals. They Uep, in like Manner, 
out of all Decorum in Point of Habit ; and it is an 
a Obſervation that ordinary People, when they happem 
t of ta abound in Money and Vanity; have their Houſes | 
and Perſons as richly furniſhed as thoſe wa are 
; much their Superiors n Quality. Burt, 
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— afetod, Madekiy, and Singularity of . 
Habit, add nothiag to Prohity, nur beightew Merit ; but rather hurt, . 8 
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Indes to it. Superfluities e . 
#.gance of tue Wearer ; a'flovenly-Dreſ@thews an indolegt or indie · 
A rent Mind, and a whimficat Dreſs indicates. a fickle and capricious 
7 Perſon. As you dreſs your Body, ſo in general you wilt treat your 
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who beiog. polſ:led of iber Eds which [chal 1 
Fathers got for them by- Trade and Induſtry, to 
um their Ward- robe & Equipage from the Man- 
ner of the Nobility ; and by exceſſive Expence, 
220 ridiculous Statelineſe, provoke the Laughter of 
every One, which they for a while bling faney, 
are dazzled with their Luſtre, till they ruin them 
ſelves in the End with. Jabouring to . them+ 
ſelves ridiculous. 35 — lade 
The moſt improper things we commit in the Cone l 
duct of our Lives, we are led into by the. Force of f 
Faſhion ; and a prevailiag Cuſtom too often makes 
us act againſt the Rules of Nature, Law, and Coin- 


mon Seaſe. Nor does this Humour prevail only, 0 
on thoſe. whoſe Fortunes can ſupport it; nor on 5 
'* thoſe only whoſe Incomes demand the Wantoneſs, 


of new Appearances ;. but on thoſe. alſo whoſe Cir- 
 guinſtances in Reality would. n reach 10 


ee, mich ee, ®. eg; 4 
1 9 9 ; | 


5 wwe „„ tarel- 
ors in Wealth and Vanity z but can give them contentedly , at all 


T2 e in Vie, e 


* 


ot We 299 ſtore gore, dives 1 e 
* NQuod decet infrenis Gloria, Fine career. 
8 Ile ahbe Udet 2; with this Boese, Men; e ah. 
| ſolmmely neceſſary to the Health and Tranquility of either is equally st- 1 


Dreſs eee forte. He 


. | * Simplielty of outward Appearance, | is the or 


namental Hahit of thoſe who deſite to be taken 
notice of, for more than their Dreſs. 0): — Indeed, 


The Man who is fiagle , and free i in the World, | 
i he has ſome Share of Senſe, may live, and make a 


Figure above his Fortune or Quality ; but this is 
not ſo eaſily done, if he is confined : for Marriage 


ſeems to fange all Men in their proper Rank and i 


— * 
s * « 


Degree. — But, 


| When. we admĩt a fiogle Mas to lk this Fi. | 
gure in Life, „ we cannot allow him ce to throw away. N 
cainable be al: : but —_ Ae eee are 1 to \ pleats the | 


One, and vifionary Refinements to delight the Other, then imaginary Th 
Wants grow up into real Misfortunes, and the Lois of ideal e 


Creates | lenſible and laſting Miſery. 
No Admonition, therefore, reſpeRiog Morals A is more 


than this to the Age i in which we live, an Age manifeltly di iſtinguiſhed ; 
dy a Propenũty to thoughtleſs Profulion ; wherein all the different 


Ranks of Men are obſerved'to preſs with forward Vivacity oa thoſe a- 


Oltentation z and to ſeek no further Argument for juſtifying Extrava- 


#1 nce , „than the Faſkion of the Times, e reue: = 


ing hte ober. ardund them. 


—— — — Fic wivims ambit 
 Panpertate omnes. 
be Face of Wealth and poverty we we bear, 


my o Initateres ! rau Tian 


* 


bove them 2 to vie with their Superiors in every Mode of Luxury and 


1 Sint fert / a nobis Juivintr ut Fernina compti 'Y 8 . 
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3 © Agalab- Pride, 7 
too . his Subſtance or Inclination upon 
| Curiolity i in Habit: for, in this, a Man loſes his 
| Wealth : and Reputation at the ſame Time, makes 
himſelf expenſively ridiculous, and over-ſhoots Ex- 
travagance itſelf. 


It is equally faulty in den" to launch out into 
overlarge Expeaces in any other. Subjedls of Vanity: 
for One of a middle Station and moderate Fortune 
to value himſelf on a ſplended Table, to affect Pomp 
and Finery in Furniture, to be. only pleaſed with 
Recreatioos fit for his Superiors, or aim at the Pride 
of keeping too many Attendants. * 5 


Er very rich Man may eat his Dainties, paint his 
Ceiling, & regale himſelf at his Palace; this is juſt, 
And within his Compaſs: but it belongs perhaps to 
other Men to live content. For what is Solendorg 
Sumptuouſaeſs and Magnificence in People of ſu- 
perior Rank, is nene . 04 imgeru- 
Nees in private Men. | 
All the Aronement which Men can make for 
Santo Expences, which is a Sort of inſulting the 
Scarcity under which others labour, is, that the 
Superfluities of the Wealthy give Supplies to the 
Neceſlities of the Needy ; ; for , what a procigious 
Number of people do our Vanitics maintain? and 
what a, Circulation is hereby occaſioned ? Provie 


Dees, | #o Obthſiod for it, a 


dene, in this Cale, making uſe of the Folly which | 
we will not give up, making it inſtrumental to the 


8 Support of thoſe who are willing to labour. But 


his,” ſorely, cannot fairly be alledged as an Excuſe 


for Prodigality in Habit: No Commiſeration ot 


the Wants of our Fellow - creatures makes us exceed 
in this. Reſpect: dur Thoughts have entirely ano- 
ther Turn, and we are feeding our own Pride, and 
laying Baits for the Reſpect of others. 


It would ſurely be no ſmall Curb on our e 
and ſerve to regulate dur Expente this Way, if we 
ſhould look back on the Frugality of the Ancients. 


Every thing they did, "agteed with their Circums e- 
ſtances. Their Expences were proportioned to their 


Income, and were all meaſured. by their Conditions. 


They had leſs then we have, and had enough. Richer ; 
by CEconemy & Modeſty , than by their Revenues, © 
They never knew how to deprive themſelves of Ne · 


cciſaries to get Superfluities. — Indeed , let us but 


have Recourſe to our own Anceſtors, but for a few 


Geiitrations back, and we ſhall find them as frugal. 
bey were Strangers to Formality. and negligent oZEe 
Splendor, Admirers of Flainneſs , and prefered not 
Bhew'to Subſtance. Whereas , at this Time, a Man 
is, in ſo ne Meaſure, , to be forgiven, who fancies 
himſelf the greater, br noblet for his ſplendid Ap= 
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Pe us have Regard to the-Opinion of ſo wiſe a Man 


running into too exquiſite, and offenſive Nicety a 
| but oaly fo far as to avoid Rullicity, and a Negli- 


95 Fortune is, the Duty riſes proportionably. The different Nations of 
6 the World are as much diſtinguiſhed by their Cleanlinel(s, as by their 


' of Love. — Beauty, indeed, moſt commonly produces that Paſſion in 


© wnſullied : like a Veſſel, conſtantly kept ſmooth and bright, we look 


7. 


e: it SFO the ſame Qpinion which ue 
In the * 39 of all who addreſs him. 5 


To draw towards ſome Concluſion "TY Head, 


-as Cicuno, in Reſpect to external Ornaments. [viz] 
We muſt have a Regard to Cleanlineſs, not 


A A TY 


Ste a the Digoity of our RR LA We 
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— Mandite, i | 
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bears Analogy to furity of Mind. And, 
PFirſt, As it is a Mark of Politeneſs, — It is univerſally agreed 
upon, that no One, unadorned with this Virtue, can go inco Company 
without giving a maniſeſt Offence. The eaſier or bigher any Man's 


» = oQyg 


Arts and Sciences. The more any Country is civilized , the more 
they.cauſult this Part of their Duty. We need but compare our I- 
dess / f a Female Hottentot & an e e to be ſatisfied of this 
Truth of what is here advanced. f 
In the next Place, Cleanlineſs may be laid to i 


Sa ws - 


the Mind, but Cleanlineſs preſerves it. An indifferent Face and Per- 
ſon, kept in conſtant Neatneſs , hath won many a Heart from a pretty 
Glatrern. Age itſelf is not unamiable, while it is preſerved clean and 


on it with more Pleaſure than on a new „ 
56 ö with l. 1 5 
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#846 calle the Tate Mcifires as to our Apparel art rel, in 
Which, as la molt e r 1 


EEnendable,S* 


50 Ti 


7 ightoblres furcder, that 26 8 | 


© 8 ſo it makes us eaſy to * is an excellent 
Preſervative of Health z - and that bi foes bode Ne 


ructive both to 


Kind and Body; 1. erenF- l tha flavor: it. But theſe 


Thirdly, 1 that it bears a great Analogy with Purity of Mind, and 
Pachons. 


ly iaſpices refined Seatiments and P | 
In the Eaſt, obere tie Warmth of the Climate 465 Cleantinch 


more immediately neceſſary than in eolder Countries; it is made one 
Part of their Religion. The Jewiſh Law, (and the Mahometas, which 


RefleQtions I ball i to the Confilerdtion-of others, and mall hew, 


in ſome things copies after it,) is filled with Bathings, Purifications, 


and other Rites of the like Nature. 


Tho this coyenient Reaſon is aſſigned for theſe Ceremonies yet 


the chief Intention undoubtedly was to typify inward Purity and 
Cleanlineſs of Heart by theſe outward Waſhings. We have ſeveral 


Injunctions ef this Kind in the Book of Dexterenemy, which confirm 


this Truth; and which are but i accounted for by ſaying, (as fome 


do,) that they were only inftiteted for Convenience in the Deſert, 
whiu otherwiſe could not have heen habitable for ſo many Years. 


We find from Experience „ that thre the Prevalence of Cuſtom, 


the moſt vicious AQions loſe their Horror, by being made familiar to is 


us. On the-contrary , thoſe who live near good Examples, fly from : 
the firſt Appearances of what is ſhocking. Tt fares with us much after 


the fame Manner, as to our Ideas. Our Senſes „ which are the Inlets 
to all the Images conveyed to the Mind, can only tranſmit the Im- 


preſſion of ſuch things as uſually ſurround them. So that pure and | 


unſullied Thoughts are naturally fuggeſted to the Mind, by thoſe Ob- 
jects that perpetually eacompals us , when they are heautiful and ele 
F v CLAXXIV. 5 
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This due Mean aſs; terminate in ſuch a Regu- 
ſation of our Cloaths , that they may neither by 


| their Finery, declare that we ſet too high a Value on 


Ourſelves z nor by their Negligence, look as if we 
would have the World eſteem us Brutes. (“ 


This Singularity is equally contemptible and 
blame-worthy , as Finicalneſs and Foppery : but 
Mankind, in general, are wedded to Extremes. The 


Medium is what every Man of Senſe, ſhould endea- 


pour to keep, and not be ambirious of tfaplgreffiog 
: In either Kind. | 
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80 On the ſame Subject. „ 
1 be Preteafons of Quality, Fortune, 4 6 \ 50 
20) P00 fie See., 1 e e 


- ee ie 6. « God! refer che Prov.” 


— 


Since Dreſs is no ye ag for Pride, let us pro- 


G ceed to examine the Preteuces of Nobility, which 
weill, (we think, ) as little juſtify it as the former. 


All Men were equally noble, and equally plebean, 


at fit. The Original of all Men is the ſame : and, 


we would gladly underſtand how they came to be | 
ſo much diſtinguiſhed afterwards. — If we trace the 


Records of old Hiſtory, and the fabulous Ages, we 
1 ill find that it hath been often founded upon Ra- 


000 It is the Saying of a great Man , (Seneca) that © If we could 
&® trace our Deicents, we ſhould find all Slaves to come from Princes, 


« and all Princes from Slaves.“ | (See No. 612 of the SpeRator,) In 
Contirmaiion or which , Thucidides relates that * In ancient Times, ie 
au counted an Heroic Atchivement to plunder luſtily ; and He wag 
« Man ot beſt Quality, who was able to ſteal moſt Cattle.“ Theſe 
Nimrod: how gfeat by the N r their Vices 3 


W | | | engraved 


pine and lojuſtice. 3 — But, e oor 


t 


FI: 
er 


31 6 = Agiiaft Pride. 


To wave fo chimerical a Riſe of DiftioQion , 4 we 


will ſoppoſs its rigioal xq lle, and divide No- 


bilicy into two Kinds, HEREDITARY and ACQUIRED. 


The Firſt is tranſmitted to us from our Anceltors; 
the Other is immediately conferred "of 175 Favour 


of the Priace, '— Abd firſt, $6 SAT | 
HerebiTary Nobility ſeems no juſt Ground for 


= high Opinion , beeauſe it is borrowed. Thoſe 


great Actions, which we had no Share in, cannot 
properly be any Part of our Commendation, eſpe- 
cially it we want Abilicics to Unicate er 4 


He 


: e Murders wpn ht id usa. uu. u- 
and peaceable People into Peaſantry. 
we are all of us compoſed of the die t all of us equal, 
| If we could but recover our Evidence: but when we can carry it no 
further, the Herald provides us ſome Heroe to lupply the Place of an 
| Wultrious Original; and thers is ESI Ante on e 
Wo) Eee Mares Nebilieavis habent, 'F 
 Nobilitas fala of argu? unica Virtus, 
FOR is to he conſidered but an imaginary DifinRion , unleſs 
accompanied with the PraRice of thoſe geuerous Virtnes, by which it 
ought to be « obtained. Titles of Honour conferred upon ſuch ag have 
10 perſonal Merit, are , at beſt , but the Royal Stamp ſet upon baſa 
Gy” Confider this, O ye Nobles of the Earth, and be wiſe, 2 
Nonility, without Virtue, is but a poliſhed Shaft, more quick and 
Leen to deftroy 1 3 but adorned with Chriſtian Faith, it is a Coronet of 
| ;old, graceful and honourable to the Brow; it will dignify in Time, 
1 Honour 10 ene. eee 
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 Quatiep, 60 Occaficn for it. _ 


n. that. depends wholly upon; the * of 
Bs, Others. 


Ane This may — wee; yet the 
enobting Quatities, (which are the Soul of Greatneſs,) are a Sort of 
incommaicable ' PerfeRions, and cannot be transferred. If a Man 


could bequeath. his Virtues by Will, and ſettle his Senſe and Learning | 
upon bis Heirs, as certainly as he can his Lands, a noble Deſcent 


would then indeed be a very deſireable Privilege. But, a 3 


Whatever our Fore - fathers, by their Worthineſe, have deſerved, 
belongs not to us. It is our own Deſerts that muſt make us great. It 


is not neceſſary for People of Worth to feich Praiſes from their Pre- 


decefſors; it is. enough to ſpeak of their own particular Merit. It is 
bappy 10 have fo much Merit , that our Birth is the leaſt thing reſpec 
in us. — Thoſe who give a flattering Account of their Anceſtors 
immortal Deeds, do but infinuate that the-Honours they enjoy, were 
thus - -fimply deliveied by hereditary .Succefſion into their Hands. 
Vhereas, the Man of Merit has mare to boatt of, as obtaining all bis 
Honours by his own immediate Actions; and has therefore the ſupe» 
rior Pleaſure of tranſmitting. them unſullicd ,. to bis Succeſſors , for 
thera to boaſt of. It. matters not hence we come, but what we are; 
The Glory of our Predeceſſors is. no more to our Honour, than, 
the Wickedneſs of their Poſterity, is to their Shame. Title and Ans 
ceſtry render a good Man more ee an ill Baan more con- 


M — 


159% 1 


5 . % 


One "Animi ; 'Vitium tanid conſfeSine in „ 
| Crimen — quand. major, qui i peccat, habeas. 
Vice is infamous, tho in a Prince; and Virtue i is honourable, 
in a Peaiant. .- Julia, Aaguſſi ilia, cm ultra” Modum ſuperbiret om 
Corpotfis Cultd:+admorita a quodem ut je ad Paternæ Frugalitatis Erem- 
Plum Jeomponeret. „ reſpondit. % Pater n ng d oe; Beg 9h 
ved Mem me Ceſar is eſie Filiam.” 
+I rue Nobility, descending a proves bete, if preſene 
Tue e Continues, not the; Dignity, == What can the Virtue ot Anceitry 
ont \ ue, 1 we do not mia them in e Ces 


. 5 * 


2 © drm CLAXAY, | Es, Pc. + BOY. 


vs 2 


— — 9 


— 2 Ds ů * — 
. 


— 
— aces A, 


* 


— 7 * 1 42 ** +++ 
* * U 
a * — i : * 
Re ae — 3 : 
* 


_ 


40 | Againft Pride,” ; 

bene F , ought to nn, chat he has but the . 

7 nour 
c b B 
| The longer, therefore, we delay the Shewof Virtue, the ftroager t 
we make Preſumptions that we are guilty of baſe Beginnings. 5 
Eſteem not another, then, wholly upon the Account of his Family : 50 
He is the beſt Man, that is the Son of his own Deſerts, and not the 7 
degenerate Heir of another's Vittue.— The Addreſs of _ 0 . 
this high Rank of Mankind, is certainly juſt. 3 5 8 
4+ "Bro as baile"; cnr ins, prices aliuil das e A 
uod paſim Titulis incidere, preter Honores, | Ay * 
vn | ros illis damm, er dedimus, quibus omnia debes, © g © 
If you would have your Pre-eminence admired in yourſelf, 5 5 
v not for your Predecefiors' Worth, give ſome Specimen of perſonal £5 
& Merit, that may fignalize your Character, more than thoſe He | $ 
* which we have given to them, from whom you derive your Nodility. be 
A Man, having Honour, | without Wilo, is like a fu. Tres F: 
W Fruit. 4 


ks Thought, that we ſtand at the Bottom of a long Parchment Pedi- 
our Punilly 5 is ſo fubſtantially built, that it bas ood the Shock o 


| eetiors have flouriſhed in Honour and Reputation, and bad Interek { 
' Command is their Country for ſo many Generations? 


| 2 < 4 Fortuna Dons, et Avi numerantur Avorum, - ar 
e Tbe immortal Line in ſure Succeſſion reign, -* , 5 20 
o ne Fortune of the Family remains, 05 
1 | And Graudũres Grand-ſons the long Liſt contains, 
| ; . bod 


Is it a real . or whe ſhould excite us to bigh-flown 


, and are ſome Yards removed from the firſt Eſcutcheon „ Th: 


Time; and held out againſt all Variety of Accidnnts ? That our Fi 


Ig — Genus immortal manct, multosqus per Annes 


| Nomen ab aternd Poſteritate Jares.. . 

vas To: what do thele fine Valuations , in Reality , amount? Ns we 

we capable of underftandiog any thing, it muſt undoubtedly be more 
eeeditable/to pe * m — in | Conrerlation , 
Bite give 


2 


- at 


Qualic, 6 © bo Occaſion "A it. | wo 


give Men right b of themſelves, than to Go them into 


roundleſs Conceits „ and make them belicie that they may be truly 


Breat, and yet good for nothing, (See Note (3) Vol, x. Page 33, 8& 
on the due Diſtia&tion between the Þ Man of Honour, and the n 
of Honour.) 1 

1 To maintain tuch indefenſible fe dangerous 8 of no- 
nour, which not only impoſe upon our Underftandings,, but emaſcu- 
late our Spirits, and ſpoil our Temper, and tend only to the nouriſh»; 


ing of Idleneſs and Pride, is certainly no very heroical Undertaking. : 


No Perſon can be great by being Owner of thoſe things, which 


wiſe Men have always counted it a Peice of Greatneſs to deſpiſe : ſor, 


jt is not the Poſſeſhon, but the right Management of any valuable Ad - 


vantage, which makes us conſiderable and he that does not eniploy 


Ne f Fortune generouſly & wiſeiy, is not un a merely tres 
be b has it. Stultorum Honor inglorins. © 
Sie every Man, then, the Honour that is due unto him. = bor 


Evermore tor his Goodueſs, than his Greatneſs, 


It is highly laudible to pay Reſpect to Men who arqiiefrndas 


from worthy Anceſtors z not only out of Gratitude to thoſe who have”. 
done Good to. Mankind , but as it-is an Encouragement to Others * 


follpw their Example. But this is an Honour" to be received; not de 
nanded by the Deſcendants of Great Men ; and they who are forward 
to remiad us of their Anceſtors, uy ENG ens making Compurt-” 
ee their own Diſadvantage. 1 5 

- There is ſome Pretence tor boaſting as wit, Beauty, Strength, 


Wealth or the like „ becauie the Communication of them may 5 | 


aſure or Profit to others 3.but we can hade no Merit, and 'conle-" 


quently, ought not to claim any Reſpet 's becauſe our Fathers warn 


well, whether we would or not. 1 x 
a6 . Stemmata quid faciunt p quid produfty Pontict; OTE 
Fo * Sanguine cenſeri. pictosgus gfiendere_ Fultus 6 AE 
22 os Majorum, et . in Carries Kula? e 


vou of ah Tinage', ind is worſhiped not for his on 
e . : Sake, 


ak 


hit Vitũ et Moribus. Nui enim ambitioſus, Qui libidinoſus, Qui avarus 


42 TE, * Againſt Pride. 1 


Sake, bat pon the e Account of what he repreſents, 
But, 


"4 
- 


Ef Cane, er — — « 9 non — ith 
Va ea nofira voce. — 


80 vis nobilis efſe, imitare Vitam et Mores Majorum 3 


n crudelis fit, Nobilitas ip Dedecori potids, quam Henori. Quid prodeft 


ei quem ſordidi defamant Mores , Origo clara ? aut quid nocet illi Origo 
wilis quem Mores adornant ? Ipſe enim ſe vacuum ab omnibus bonis oflen- 


| dit, qui gloriatur in Patribus. Quit nobilifſimus, ui qui optimus ? Nems 


ſax generoſus , qui fit indignuus Genere et Nobiliiate Majorum ; nit 
Nobilitatis habet preter Nomen. Prater Virtutem, nallam agnoſto Nobi 


mitem; reliqua wer? cunfia Fortuna æſtimo : ee 
| © houns, ita Regum et onnium nobiliſimus eri pot. Nobilitas et Benitas 
| Cognatorum non valent, nifi ſucrimus nos ip et boni. 7 bo 


Al clares, Tile ſublimis, Ii, nobifit , qui dedignatur ſervire Vitiis , of 


| 2 4 fuperari. Utcunque defectre Murer, dedecorant bent-nati Cup. 


- Virtutes cert? et Vitia faciunt, ut alter alters nobilior fit. Regem naſci 
in magni oft, as Regno dignun ſe pracfitifie maximum ; nam ts non ex 
Fortuna, ſed er Virtute fad pendimus, ſemperqut pendemus. 3 3 

Rely on Virtue more than Blood , vera enim Nobilitas non cn 
Splandore, aut Averum Titulis merienda, ſed Virtute et Honefate Morus. 
Nobility reſdeth not but in W gs nor 7 is there any true 
| Honour except in virtue. veg 7 
FTbe Favour of Princes er vey" ices Rank & Titles 
may he purehaled for Money: but theſe are not true Honour. 


rimes cannot exalt a Man who « nit to rea Glory 


1 can Gold make Men noble. | © = 

When Titles are en ee when He is ſet on: 
high who; hath ier ved his Country: He, ho beſtoweth the Honours, | 
hath Glory, like RET Dun gg the” World oy oboe - 
_ ed by it. 
LS, Wouldeſt thou with to be raiſe for Men know not what? Or 
gon nan, ES TY; lay, V Who is 2 . 2 
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Quality 50 dieiced for i it, Ds s 
bit, = ee dt to be prong bf kene tur 


H636069 ana Ticted 3 bing to Birth-kigtt und An 


ceſtry ; yet; doubrleſty it may be Mt chat Ac 


ing: Here is no gilding of, a coarſe Subſtance, no 
borrowed Gloty; no faint Reflection ſrom an An 
ceftor, but che Man is all briaht and luminous to 
the Center, dad ſhines 8 ſparkles in his dw] Werth. 
He is not Works Pe ae | mcient Title, by 
V Vi . GS the 


An tt de bee l 8204 Ws bak this de e 
e that they ndnd ze Why math hehnʒe ? 


When the Virtues of the Heroe deſcend to his Childgen, his 
| Accompany, them well, (intaiminatis julgit Howoribus, J but when 
who polleiſes the ü ithlike untd bite. eee een 
ene do they not calll him Yogtnerate'? ? V . | 
_ * Hereditary Honour is accounted.the moſt noble 1 bur Reaſon 
h the Cauſe of bim-who hath acquired it. 
. He who, meritlels himlelf, appealcih to the R 


0 
* 


3 15 . 


| — d out roa 
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Mt t good i is it to the Blind, that his Parepts could ſee ? 
Bench: o the Dumb, that bis Grand father was eloquent 7 Ev bs 
55M 10'the eln, hat their Prodeceſſori were nable?:! {fl 
AIM diſpoſed 30 Virtue © wak#h great the Poſſeſide oc 

* wirdout Titles, it will raiſe bim above the Vulgar. 
'.,-« He will acquire e Honour oh 5 my ee . Hude I 
def nto them: Such were the Men you glory in being der fon 
Le It is not the r war, that 1 8 the noble Mind 
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. of Fonwae a 3 3 305 
be never krew hut by Nature 8 
by having Greatacſs incorporated ia himſelf. 


- To ſtate the Caſe in this Manner, is, indeed; 5 
diag- a plauſible Plea for Oſtentation. Bur, ſup- 
| poſing a Map has oblidged the World, is temarkable 
for great Abilities, and lights on Promotion in Ho- 

nour or Office ; let him remember, that there are 
chers who have veatured as. far, and performed ag 
conſiderably as himſelf, whoſe Services all miſcar- 
died es to any private Advantage, becaule they were 
not ſo fortunate a to a& vader. the Notice of thoſa 
Ode Se able to reward. Let him check and ge. 
' Araia. his Pride with this. Confideration that man! 
- Perſons, as well furniſhed as himſelf for Employ- 
ment and Honour, go out of the World as obſcure- 
- Jy as they came in, oaly for Want of a proper Op- 
3 to bring them into. Light. and publick 
View. (*) Becauſe a Man has received a valuable 
| Conſideration for his Services, in Honour or Eſtate, 
mall he, therefore, preſs too arbitrarily da th 
Wend for Submiſſion ? and ſet a Tax upon Con- 
_ yerſarjon , and 2 all Men under Contribution or 
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Quali; 50 Geck ba for it Fae 
WT - The ber Way ſer real Merit to Tecite Obfetvaiee, : 
is, not to unſiſt too vtoletij pon it ; for Pride is a 
moſt uaſortunate Vice. Other Immdralities ufually 

gain their Point, tho they loſe more another Way: 


but a proud Man is ſo far from making himſelf great 
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by his haughty and contemptuous Port}, that he is ! 
uſually puniſhed with Neglect for it; and that Diſ- 
dain with which he treats others, iz returned more „„ 
Juſtly upon himſelf; (*) - 25 %% poli 
Breatneſs does not conſiſt in bgm and 18d, „„ 
1 in Pomp and Retinur: Theſe are but the Ti mn: 27} 


and Ladications of Grandeur: ad tho a Perſon of 
Quality will make uſe of theſe things, to avoid Sinn ö 


* a 


. gulatity, and to keep the Minds of the common H 
ny People in theit Obedience to Ag yet be does | , 
7 6 inn 1 
ck. n apfelar Contonptores Ni, igitur, pit Ghrien Firtate pariam, pra. = © 9 
ble cipua eius Virtus oft nigligere Gloriam ; fumma enim Laut off non _ W 
te. Laden. que, (ut Umbra ds vel ibi tontthitatur,)' Virnitems 1 : +#Y 
22 Mutur n fan ſaghents Mania 2 quam ann. | F 8 
he ok. %% SD OH 
n= The bighve —— (tbe deln Sbudos doth it make; even ꝙ 1. 
for beter is che Varrae tue een en n ; FRE EN yy 3 
"pi $ avoid. its Reward in Honovfe, | 2 14 
8 Glory, like a Shadow, ee 1 Var h. belkin | V i 3 
he at the Hcels of-bi-a-who-woutt iy from it : if tnou courrett it without As a. N 
22 Merit, thbu ſhalt never attaiu unto it; if thou -d&ſetvett it , tho' thoy | 
45 wanne een, e | ö 
7 8 | Oh 

| WR 0 ; . 


4 i 


not „ een 5 the e forehens Sor 
he knows that thoſe who bave neither Honefty, nor 
Vaderſtanding, have oftentimes all . Fark. 
nenn i 


To de great, is . eee by 


| fipercilious and to depreſs. Inferiors. Such a Beha- 


. viour looks as.if a Man was conſcious of his own 


Iaſignificancy, and that he had nothing but mere 
Out- ſide, & ne to * himſelf conſigers 
able with, _ 

He, that is truly „ bas far diffcrene, Sentis 
. meats and Deportment, is equally removed from 
the Extremes of Servility. and Pride; is above a- 


| bridging the Libertics, or depreſſing the Spirits of 


bs Dependants to proclaim his own Superioricy. 1 
and values his Greatneſs more for the Good it em- 
powers him to do , than the * it 1 0 
be paid to him. „ A e 


As to the Ben-firs of nete by e are meant 
Wealth, Rickey & the Ws. 25 are en, * — 


Y £ * Y * * * x r * * 


_—— The inen of bees, Aland, the Tores and Vicifitudes | 
— 88 & the Falls from the moſt ſwollen Ambition, are gubjecte 
which ought to diſcountenance our Pride. We have an admirable 


Paſſage on this Head, which deſerves a Place in all moral Writings, 
3 _ « Farewell, a long farewell to all my Greatneſs ! 
N d Ang bo pur forks 
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be © over, and all our little Greatneds be loſt in Eterhit n,. 
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4Y 
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000 le Gifx of; God ; neither; of themſelves 


ROS wal Went tv way Nr fb » 


«> Tye 7: 7* The tender Leaves of Hope . 
.- © And bears his bluſtiing Haners thick upon him; ; 
V The third Day comes a Frot, a killing Frott 2. py 


Ed - And when be thinks, good eaſy Man, toll ſurely, 


2 His Greatneſs is a ripening, 85 5 g 
37 2 ene — 
See Wiſdom. v. 16. 


0 8 Features of a Man's Face wap „ 
hable Conjettures of his Temper and Loclinatians z, (See No. $6 of the 
SpeRator :) but his Look and Counzenance plaialy, diſplay the Ad 
tage of Fortune, and we may read in thetn, i in fair Characters, the Ex- 
tzut at hit agayal, Revenue. But Manners, not Money, make the Man- 

World Glory codeth with: the, World; anc, for what concerns. 
us, the World ends with our Lives. What have we to be proud ot? 
Are not all things periſhable? Conſider what a Beauty, Age, Dileaſes, 
and Death will make of us, The Time of flouriſhing Pride will oon 


* 


A dearh-bed Figure is one of the moſt mortifying Sights in u; 
World ; - to let in 10 dark a Cloud; - to. ga,off. the Stage of Lite hi 
Langour, Defurwity, ; and. Convulſions, is a melancholy ProſpeR, and 


a terrible Rebuke to the Dignity. of human Nature. He that can con- ; | 
quer his Imagination, may pollivly die eafier of a Faggot than a Fever, 


& had better chu'e to have the Fire kigdled without, than within him. 


The aft Ad of Lite is, ſometimes liks the lat Number im a Sum, ten 


Times greater than, alltbe reſt. I here ars ſome who have glorious 
Opportunities et Riu our ot. ebe World , well worth their coming 
inta it ; and others have a Greatneſs and Nobility in their Nature, not 
to be over- awed hy Death itielf. We do not mean the Courage off” 
Bulies and. Brav0s,, who are ſo. hardy as to riſque both Bod & So 
vpon a. Point of pretended Honour: they are diſtempered beyond the 
oy of. Bedlzm, & ſhould be taken Care of 2 
erm. CLXXXV. | 
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We he ebe all of es bot a Stewards ; nd 
ould therefore rather think how to make up our 
| Accounts, than pride ourſelves in our Receipts, () 

If we have them lawfully, they are God's Bleſſing ; 


if ualawfully, we have them,; then, on ſuch e 


that we have no Reaſon to boaſt of them. 


But ſurely, at the beſt, we cannot here, as in the 


10 Caſe, miſtake ourſelves with Regard to our 
Stations. Can we poſſibly fancy our Circumſtances 


or Situation in the World to be greater or better 


than they really are ? - Moſt certainly Men may, 


and often do ſtrangely miſcalculate even in this 
Foint and _ f 2 Feen as to their 


Ws wy ſecular 
of Neceſſity # are ; numerous cate > without Lang e by thoſe. 


of Choice, - we mean only that Courage, which is the Produ& of Rel. 


3. 
a How weak, bow vain is human Pride! © 
d « Dares Man pon himſelf confide ? + 
ä eee, xiv his Gain, | : 
. Amatſls Heaps on Heaps i in vain, - | * 
y loſe we Life in anxious Cares, 5 ny 
S Te lay-in Hoards for future Years? 
Can tbeſe, when tortur'd by Diſeaſe, _ 850 
* Chear our ſick Heart, or purchaſe Eaſe } © 9 
e deen thele prolong one Gaſp of Breath; 7 
or cala the troubled Hour of Death“ + 


* ſhall ge eu. more ſorrowful, for having e 


a 4a | N © 6 oe ads as ed a. end 
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| Wealth, bo Octaſion for t. ½ 
Asslar Intereſta and Accounts. They ſomerimes | 


|  dexcive themſelves, and-oftcacr deceive others , as 
to theit temporal Affairs, and by Appearances and 
_ » Expraces uaſuitable to their Station, involve them- 


_ and: othets'i in e e and "Ruin. ET Aa 
e. 8 
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Die TE Eo 11 Ga ld tn 8 


— not thyſelf above thy Power, while thon li veſt; and have - 


v0 Fellowſhip with One that is mightier and richer than thyſelf. For : 
aw agree the Kettle, and the earthen Pot together. ? for if the One 
ſmitten againſt the other , it ſhall be broken. « If thou have any 


: thing, ke will live with thee « but E thou has nothing, he will for- 
falle these. « He will hame thee by his Meats, until be have drawn 


thee dry, and at the laſt be will laugh thee to Scorn : afterward hen 
be e ſeeth thee he will forlake thee, and ſhake his Head at the. Be- 
ware that thou be not deceived „ and brought down i in tby jollity. | 
«Tt thou be invited of a mighty Man , with-draw thyſelf, and fo 
much the invre he will invite thees Preſs thou not upon him, leſt 


ton be put back ; Rand not far off, leſt thou be forgot? L Aﬀe& 


not to be made equal in Talk, a and believe not his many Ne : for . 
with much Communication will be tempt thee, and ſmiling upon thee, 


will get dur thy Secrets. | < He will cruelly lay up thy Words , and 
vm not ſpare to do thee Hurt. Ohſerve and take good Heed, tor . 


ou yalkeft in Peril of thy Overthrow. When zhou beareſt theſe 
hings, awake from thy Sleep. Loe the Lord all thy Lite , & call 


| e tor thy Salvation... All Fleſh coaſorteth according to 


Find ; and what FeRowwhip hath. the Sinner with, the godly 7 and 

vbat Peace, hetween the Rich and the Peer? « As the wild Als 5 

þ uf ion's Prey in the Wilderneſs, fo the Rich eat up the Poor. «Ag 
road hate Humility. ſo do the Rich abhor the needy.” _ 3 


Ser Note (4 Rage. 10 3 and Knox's Eflays No. 30, On Aﬀer- 


n u che Vice ad Falles of Men of CAE with No. x58, 
* eee a 5 
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30 - Agaiaft Pride, / 


Endeavour WON and RATE thoſe,” 3 
Providence has made our Superiors, is a very fre- 
quent, and a very dangerous Kind of Pride. If it 
be attempted knowingly, againſt a Senſe of our infe- 
rior Station, it is then a Tranſgreſſion againſt Truth 
in a very high Inſtance, a defrauding of our Superi- 


; ors of that Neference and Reſpect, which the Dif. 


tinction of Stations, the Neceſſities of the World, 
& the good Pleaſure of God , have made their "MAY 


_ which they may therefore with Juſtice expect: and 


which we cannot without Pride refuſe : — 7 © IS 
If this vying. in Carriage and Expence with Su- 


periors be ſupported unknowingly , thro the Wane 


of a proper Attention to our own Affairs, ſtill it is 
ſtrictly a Trauſgreſſion agaiaſt Truth, a preſump- 
tion of « our having, what we really have not, and a 
better Opinion of our Importance in the World 


than we deſerve; which is the very Notion of Pride, 5 


a Urterally chinking of ourſel ves more bighly* 18 than 
Waves to think. (“% — At the bet, 
Riches cannot alter the Nature of things; iy 
cannot make a Man worthy that is worthleſa ĩn hime. 
| ſelf - they may command an (infipid Compliſance, 
12 formal e „ 4 ceremonious Profeſſions 
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The Value of an Eſtate ma ma may be very y great, at but That ; 3 | 
of the Man, ir „ 
ploy it as the great Engine to procure moral Pleaſures, 5 1 


aud i6 do benevolent Offices: The Unthinking may = 


be carried away with Appearances inſtead of Realities; 
but the Judicicus ſhould conſider 1 things .intrinſically,, 
ahd think him the greateſt who ſtrives, as much as in 


8 * 


gbod by his Example, and wiſe by bis Counſel. | _., 

In a Wor — Lex us coder Him to whom. the, 
"We hs ind ini nin; « Whey 
bim lt, ſupplies the Wants of every © 


5M All human Pride ſhrinks. into: nothing, 


el 
s comem 12242 8 I 
Ken we contemplate that dae ht e 5 


an, wi mw No», „ 
1 God, 2 r make juſt; 4 11 EE 


hich lies, to m make others bappy by his Benevolence, 9 
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. it being cenain, that Wealth and 
Serm. CLXXXV: | | Rickey a 
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Riches are very vain things w b gloricd. and truſted in 
e Man's chi Securny and Fellcay. — For, 
8 l. Riches reach only o the, outward Man, and 
| cannot cure the inna Evitand Diſeaſes of the Mind. 


the Man that is naturally and incurably. N 

that dwells in a continual Cloud, and looks on all the 

brighter things without him. through a thick Miſt of 

. Darkneſs? Beſides, If ſome accidental Diſcontent 

| ſeize upon the rich Man, (andthe richeſt Men are not 

out of the Reach of ſuch Diſcontents,) how doth this 

pal all his Enjoyments and Delights, and render him 

| inwardly moſt miſcrable in the midſt of all his outward. 

Happineſi ? How apt is every real or imaginary Af. 

| from from his 1oferiors, that are either indeed fo, or | 

thought ſo by him, to diſquiet and diſturb him? How 

was Haman vexed in the midſt of all his Glory for 

Want only of Abaiſahce from Mordecai? Ahab, he 

5 Richeſt of the Kings of Iſrael; having taken a Fancy 

| e Naboth's Vineyard, and being denied it, « was heavy 

and diſpleaſed, and would cat no Bread,” We are 

often infinicely miſtaken, and take the falſeſt Meaſures, 

when'we envy the Happineſs of rich and great Menz 

„ ve know not the inward Canker that corrodes all their 

Iey and Delight, e eee 
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to rich Men, not to. traſt in the Uncertainty of 
: Riches,” or e in uncertain Riches.” And of Richey - . 9275 
| the wiſeſt of Men thus elegantly diſcourſeth; « | 5 
5 not to be rich; ceaſe from thine 'own Wiſdom. Wiz . 
thou' ſet thine Eyes upon That which is not? for 
Riches certainly make themſelves Wings, and fly a away 
k as an Eagle towards Heaven. Richey are as —_— | 
5 as the Birds of the Air; a 7 
wn, fe and keeping. 3 py 3 15 . e 
Man) are we Projefts of Men wo get Riches, and 9 
bine of thein are as probable , ſo likely to accompliſh, | 
de defired Effect, that. the, Man thinks himſelf as ſe -- 
cure of them, as if be actually bad them ; but by omg | 
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Family, and 1 a rich and Gounithing Poſterity bes 
hind them when they are dead. But, alas! how.vain 
is this Deſign ?, Hear he;ropal, Plalmiſt; «ſurely every 
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Tbe rich Man chat truſteth in his Riches f 


may ſee, that the wiſe Man and the Fool certainly die, 
ue One ax well as he other; and that the wiſeſt Man 
: by all his Wiſdom cannot ſo ſecure the Estate be hath 
ee ee eh. but thatit may, and alten 


yet ſuch in e Folly ofthe Working he pros 
| himſelf a perpetual Name in the World, and a never Ne\ 


failing and always flouriſhing Poſterſty. But indeed, 
as the richeſt and moſt honourable Man muſt himſelf 


certainly die and have his own Honour laid in the 
Duſt, fothe Honour of his Houſe, Family, _— Fol. 
terity, generally laſts not long, but is allo in 
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| the above Plalm ; . Be not alraid-when One is mide - 
F 
„„ carry nothing away, his G 
ſhall, not deſcend after bim. pH 
tible, or raher pitiful Object is the rich Man when be ; 
comes to die, if run he hath nothing elſe but his. 
Riches to truſt in; Such an One dies with far greater. 
| » Regret and Torment of Mind, and is fo much more 
miſerable in his Death chan the pooreſt Man. He is: 
now for ever to leaveall his Wealth, together with all. 
that Pomp and Grandeur, all thoſe Delights and Plea« | 
ſures that. it afforded, and his Body to be laid in the | 
dark and ſilem Grave; and as for his Soul, (as Jittle: 
Religion as he formerly had, yet) be is now uncertain” 
ut laſt what will born of eg. but be. is nai chat | 
UE = Wt Souls, thi- 
But on 'the other Side, poor, 
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yell as others, and that the Time of his Death is ſo 
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bon, as Boback,aml:much Jeb capable of ding Ser- 
vice either to their. Friends or themſelve. 

And therefore; We may obſerve, that Perfons 
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ib That which refimes and gives better Luſtre ts all 
other Pam of RnOdge; which tho, in Conjinftion 
vita itfibæyy ure generally neceſſary towards forming #' 
great, or uſeful Man, yet ſeparutely, in alt che Aﬀairs' 
of Hutt Life, u is of tone Uſe and Credit'ts à Man 
to KO Hunan Nature; 2 ; be "ey knowing 14 
pee gef wit er. 2 k „51 e a 
4 855 us e have * jr he "yet," is there 
ere bring: Trouble with it, or chat i ah oe. 

Se h Felt cr Ves M ß E 

bs PRE e c 1 Dignity o cbm 31 
eee no Regard to the Honour of PET 58 
e Ts Bü, Mem 5 

| eiche 0. ay Conbdrio ik W 


, 


3 547 


7 a 2 5 g ye 
9393} 3 Hl ETH Y * B 1 HRS 


0 8 Wage 8 Nat 
woes be too long and offenſive an | | 

ſhall, therefore, come nearer, and cabkider how far the 
Knowledge'of Ourſelves may be: a proper Occaſion , 


of Fride uc us, or rather how bumgiljating ſuch a Com 


, when a 8 muſt naturalf be to us. 
8 Ta 


** 122 
2 2 
8 
| 
f 123 * 
r 


— er ann 6 Is 


c » 
— 4 — — —— 
— n 
—————— A es, BE. 4 
- 
o 
* 


— — Nature 5 and te Order and 
51 Bam de duftainyin the Creation, arilels)is but hatte 
1 eee nay , in one Reſpett, may 


o 
> 


2 


— — K 


— . -W . 


S= a 2 2.2K = 2 


N | f b 0 it. For, 11 A T6 4 
. h [The Son ef God: having aſſumed our human Na- 
LITE ture into a perſonal Union with the divine; and 
. 925 now d ſet down at the Righthand. the Majeſty on 
Bu where all Power being S nimed to. him, and 
Co mh all Homngn and Workin, bath in Itymes ind Eank, 2 
Ts e has, 5 1 ae K 
2 45 1 * 
4 2 a e « 7 : . 4 
ET 0. oth” 8 
| | : > A We 1 2 4 Py # ; t 
LES mation in it. By his Body, be has Relation to ſenfible h 
= and corporedl'O nenne. v 


A 


as... 2 


. 


<> — ©; 


18 


EE 


” 
bo 
m- 


Ru 
Fw a 
* 
* 5 n 


ins 
on 
and 
th, 


ww” * 
8 à 
— N » 


2 
* 


— * Lets a 
2 1 * * 
* * 4 
> 
*, . 
- . Dung 
= E 


r 1 

_ - = 

3 
8 41 


3 
* 
* 


7 


4 K 


* 
* 


4 


erally ſpeaking) dei Pans a Pete | 
be aupetted Mt Mun Thould *ake Men G6 
denng and Knowittz Ditfelf, Uh — 
where then i ſtings this Knbied, 8e that hs 
gif this Van u FaiBbir HEH Bube e M5 
_ but with'great Paits and Dificdhy,if; after all} | 
he” may ever be able" o obtait 4 f es 
Kir = But, nocd Oel knee: 70 219 9 27 SYA (127100 
Does this fi Nit, vii Gf end} 10% W Oe 
hee up io he Ofder an Petia Gly Wed, 


E en Sed Mg ſelf a Hrtle pon this Head, ney 


is} be oblj idgeT tc 
*%y 5 - 7 = ax 5 ** 42 — = 4 
* 


L- 


oF els is contin | 
EDO 284 

Nature , 7 | ty 10 12 0 aß ane, 

| oo high Dignity and 99 


in che Perſon & 


and ſuperior Talents.commined, 1 to bim, be is able to 
ringer but « a very poor Account ofthe U es les they have 
put to, or the Tmprovement he has has has made of them.” 


* * 4 4 
„ 
q 


- 


r eee eee regs \ 
— — 2 3 * — ———— 2 


Ves th6l"Edhcke GP" e 
wech Rache at, ante ue? 


we ſhall foot, f Hui ara} (al w. e Oucttion before 
5 Tt ORE 
a of his Sen; and unt, as io. all were 


How 


** 


—— g'. 


— TT 


8 2 tr —̃ — n 
— —äÿ6ä— ne 


—— — vĩ 


— 


— . ˙¹- Ire 


« 8 A «2 Agzinſt- nde. 


How ofien, intend of, Wann with a 
25 Stock of good araeligious. Nations, has: he employed 
it, if perhaps he has, not wholly giwen himſelf vp 10, an 
3 vg: Time, upon 

of do 0 * or Impo 9 
E . 0 


er S. .of; 
ofien have the 

IG egulation of 
With how 


— 


x 1 * 
40 fs 4 
” 


Wine 


8 


2 {0 $279 
. 17 


> * Artes; 
4 { * 1 % "my * 
they ha 4 * 
4 


„ 


2 33 . 
hich 9 (in the, 1 i. 


+1. re 
- 


aw Wk 8 
u ou 
£3 f Com 1 22-0 EIS 931715 =" £1 

| a ready Complyance all che teaſonab Me | 
n. | . FETE bf A 'Y 1 

ofit; Bo bficn does it prove: inſolent dd mu 
XK. 3 7 ST; % {art 224 8 4 * 1 * 
enn ; it C4 e ln JI FEN 
7 ko | "3 7s # 43% ; l 
io0 


37 en 


— eo 


S bis Body 6 living "46" 1 = A 
able p- God,” in the more folema Worſhip of him, 


WW. frequently occafioned? of, here it has n been whol 


I able to hinder him from ſerving God, how-ofien' 
may heremember, (but not to be mentioned ãd Oom 


e eee ee e 
ned ite pep, mpg of the fa 4 e 
Ta — 'wething of wha, 2 
| Ouiſtians,; we are \chaegeable with for our Abuſe of 
Divine Grace; ur bpenitente under alt tue Means off 
iK) Theſe 1e Queſtibns, Whith® cvety One, whe 
ee in Abe with Whine Propriery ans 
— ban bean offered, Sieden l 


* Imperfections of our. Nature, che greater Reaſon 
lit is to be imatiaed) we ſhould have to be humble. 
Is Weakneſs a proper Foundation for Pride? In- 


amine how it is with hin, may be fondly perſuaded 
to fancy himſelf of Conſequence, and grow vain Up= 


n the kind: Preſumypion . But, ; for A Man to be 
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eafionsof Humility"0 hin. — And,“ 
Ade moe refined Usberdasdhsg; krbw Hite «| 
nothing of themſelves, and of this material World; ſo 
upon Enquiry, we all: find them benen ee | 
bout Moral Truss. 10: Or Hades 
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The Heathen Philoſophers may fait! y be granted to 
have as good Pretences to Learning, as any other Sort 
-of Men amongſt them ; and yer, what a ſmall Pro- 
portion of ſolid Knowledge were they Maſters of? 
'How ſtrangely did they differ in Matters of the 


higheſt Import, how eagerly dif pute, and not with- 


recount the Differences one Set: had with another, 
| heir Inconſiſtencies with themſelves, and the ri i- 


moſt famous of them held. Indeed, the more mo- 
"deft of them would confeſs, that the chief Uſe of 


Learning, was, to give us a fulter Diſcovery of our 


Ignorance, and to keep us from being ne 
re dogmatical i ia our Determinations. — Now. 

- The more intimate Acquaintance we have with 
cho ImpcrteQions of our. Nature, the greater Reaſon 
(it is to be imatziaed) we ſhould have to be humble. 


Is Weakneſs a proper Foundation for Pride? In- 


amine how it is with hin, may be fondly perſuaded 
to fancy kiimſcif of Conſequence, and grow vain 4 
on the kind re ſumꝑrion. But, 5 for a Nan to be 
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proud; who can demonſtrate his o.] Porerty, is lit- 
ale leſs than Madneſs. — Bunt. 
Granting that Learning does . Advan- a 
tage, and that our Underſtandings are really enrich- 
ed by it; yet, in Regard we have but a few Prin- 
ciples to build upon, the greateſt Part of our Know- 
ledge muit conſiſt in Infereaces ; which cannot be 
wrought out without much Labour and en 
of Mind. f 
„ We have, F „0 e to be proud 5 
what. we have gotten; for, is it not aa humbling 
Coaſideration to reflect hat Pains we are oblidged 
10 take, to acquire what ve e 100 to mar .thas 
little ſerviceable to us 1 
A Man may, dene 0 waiotzin kis 1 & 
juſt Pretences agaialt Rudeneſs and Igaorance; but 
when he con verſes with People of Seale and Mo- 
| deſty „ bis Opinion of his own Worth ſhould bur 
zuuſt das upoa them; and, at moſt, give them but 
nà temote Notice det be. e ney ages Ac- 
Bamba e 4 17 
If Senſe and . are ey wlad * im · 


Care that he 1 i uproves not too faſt: he ought to keep 
gown the Growth of his Reaſon, and curb his Intel. 


Jet» ls, when he finds them prone to out- ſtrip his 
Neighbours, - — * the . of” 6 © The 
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=_ The Giftsof the Underſtanding are the Treafores | 
ol of God, & he appointeth to every One his Portion, 
ia what Meaſure ſeemeth good vate himſelf. Hath 
He, therefore endued thee with Wiſdom, « hath He 
enlightened thy Mind with the Knowledge of 
Truth ? communicate it to the Ignorant for theit 
JIaRtruQtion ; - communicate it to the Wie for thine : 
own Improvement. 

True Wiſdom is leſs e chan Fotty. The 
wiſe Man doubteth often , and changeth his Mind 
the Fool i is obſtinate, and doubrerh not: he es 
all things but his own Ignorance. _ 

The Pride of Emptiaeſs i is an Abomiastion 55 5 . 
to talk much is the Fooliſhneſs of Folly: neverthe- 
| Jeſs, it is the Part of Wiſdom to bear their Imper- 
tinence with Patience, and to pity their Abſurdity. | 
Yet, be not puffed up wich thine own: Conceit; nei- 
ther boat of. ſuperior or Uaderſlandiog; the cleareſt 
human Knowledge is- bot Blindneſs and Folly, 


The wiſe Man feeleth his ImperfeQions;, and i ig. 
humbled : he laboureth in vain; for his On Appros 


botioa : hut the Fool peepeth into the ſhallow , 
Stream of his own Mind , and is pleaſed with the 
Pebbles which he ſeeth at the Bottom. He bring · 5 
ech them up. and ſne eth them as Pearls and with 
bo e of his breibrea, he i is delighted. He ; 
Serm. CLAXXY, bdoaſtetd 
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Sake of, Attainments in things hat are'of no 
Worth; but where it is a Shame to be ignorant, 


here be hath no Underſtanding. Even in the Paths 
of Wiſdom, he toileth after Folly; and Shame and 


-Diſappointment are the Reward of his Labour: but 
the wiſe Man cultivates his Mind with Knowledge; 


the Improvement of Arts is his Delight, and their 
Utility to the Publick crowneth him with Honour, 
Benn, the Attainment of Virtue he account 
Happineſs is the Scudy of his T.. wr ny, 
But theſe, (ie) Grace, Righteouſneſs and Vi irtue, 
15 tho truly excellent and valuable, as, being infinitely 

more precious than all the World; yet, neverthe- 


tefs, to be conceited of, and pride ourſelves in them, 6 


1 . of Folly and Madacſs, 4") becauſe 


| cheſs 
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Grande Supercilium. | 


woe own thy Virtues, but we blame beſide 
1 hy Mind elate with Inſolence and Pride. 


© - If Chriſtians happily avoid the dangerous Extreme, lad too often, 
 Fakal Rock of a dead truitlels Faith, on the one Hand ; they unhappi- 


= ly aplit os the Oppoſite, [viz] ſpiritual Pride , Oftentation % Depen- 
dance on their Works; as if theſe were the meritorious or procuring: - 


Cue ot all tru: Peace, Conſolation, and divine Acceptance, 


This Self. dependauce in iy be ranked among the moſt dangerous | 
| Divwes of Satas, becauie the fatal Poiſoa lies deep, and too often un- 


diſcerned. If we grow in Knowledge, and are puffed up with 8 
we loſe more in Goodneſs, than we gain in Greatnels. If we improve 
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che ſe fo, like rhe others, ure rhpertpto) and e- 
N the Gife of God; (4) 7 and by thus doing, 
by pridingourſel ves of Grace, we'ſhall moſt uſſureda 
1y Tofe' the Means of Glory ; for, 4 God reſiftech 
boos Proud, but NE 1 che nen hk 
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. Nn Ws hive | in the $fobe 4 God, «hich AR otherwiſe be⸗ 
IN valuable, offered up to him by an humble, lowly, and meek Spi- 


Humility „ with ſome Alloy of Frailties & Failings, is douvtleſa 


— more acceptable t to God, than virtuous Actions, puffed up yith 
vain· glory and ſpiritual Pride. 
Si quis Imocemiam retinet, ot ee, Fanilitaten fi E pro- 


— Animas palidat Deeoru m. ; 
| Every Man's Vanity ought to be his greateſt > Aa and every f 


Man's Folly 1 his greatelt Secret, We may be great without Pride. 


He who has Leatning, and not Diſctetion to uſe it, has only the Ad. 
vantage of having more Ways to expoſe himſelf : It is but Gemma in 


Nare Suilli. To be proud of Knowledge, is to be bliad with Ligat 3 
1 to be proud ot Virtue, i is to poiſon ourſelves with the e | 
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( ) The Difference betwoek Humility and Pride confiſts in tb 
A 4 the humble Man, whatever Talents he. is polleſſed « of, conſi ders | 


therh as ib thaty Truſts repoled in bim by God, which are ſo far 
railing | ms Pride, that they excite his Caution , as knowing that ** to 


whom much is. siven, of bim much will be required 4 whereas » tha | 
| proud Man values himſeli as if, he were not only | the Subject , but the | 
' Author of thoſe 800 l Qu Qualities ; and ſo makes an Idol of himſelf , in- 


beau br aduring & tinhking God for them,” The provid Man is dafl. 


zled with the Luſter uf his own Excellencies g. whereas, the humble: 


Manz tho not anſcolible « of particular Endowments, yet thinks 
of bimielf abſolugly and upon the whole; and begs that God "woiks 


wy #&Ggb bis Merits; but t pardon his Offences, Serm. crxxxv. 
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. He a eng ol diſtinguiſhed: Abilities, 
Learoing and Wealth, is not the leſs able, learned 


and wealthy, becauſe he is proud, of them ; But, He 


who is proud of diſtiaguiſhed Virtue, ceaſeth to be 


_ virtuous by being ſo ; for, the Man that is pleaſed 
| with any Degree of Vircue, merely becauſe it is un- 


common vould be ſorry if what he values himſelf 


upon, as a fingular Mark of DittioQion, ſhould be- 
come common, and all Mankind ſhould riſe to the 
= fame Eminence as himſelf in Morality. — Now, 2M 


This Temper argues a Want of Benevolence, and 
ee of Virtue : It ſhews a narrow Turn of 


5 Miad to triumph in any extraordinary Attainment, 
ſolely becauſe it is peculiar to us, ot confined to a 


ſelect few. - A truly generous Spirit rejoices in the 


general Welfare, & wiſhes that “ all were not only 


almoſt, but altogether ſuch as he is ;“ and be the 


| happier himſelf if che Bulk of Mankind were Par- 


ex chat Happinefſſs which reſules from Virtue. 
| Beſides, - Thoſe who ſeldom act or think nobly, 


LY may be proud of what they ſo ſeldom act or think. 


But, to thoſe who conſtantly entertain great 


Thoughts, and do noble Actions, to them they are 
become ſo familiar that they make no great Im- 


preffions « on them. At the ſame Time that they 
Ale above the conmon Level of ARton, they think. 
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* do nothing but what is common: becauſe 


_ nothing but what is commonly done by them. 


The Favours which you cannot receive without 


warm Emotions of Joy and Gratitude, they can 


beſtow with great Coolneſs and Unconcernedneſs; 


becauſe, tho to receive ſuch Favours is ſomething 
- unuſual to you, Jet to do them is nothing unuſual 


to them. 


The more virtuous ng Man is, the more modeſt 
and unpretending. he muſt be: he muſt be ſenſible 
of the numerous Diſorders which lurk Finne, and 
the Corruption of his Heart. 


Humility conſiſts in the inward 1 and Dit. 


poſition of the mind, in a right Judgment, in the | 
main, of ourſelves : it is when we aſcribe the Glory 
ol our Actions to God alone, who gives us Power to 


act; like poliſhed Veſſels , which reflect back again 


the Rays of Light which they receive, inſtead of 


abſarting. imbibing, and detaining them: it is to 


| Have a deep Senſe that God created us out of no- 
thing, and that Sig r reduceth us to a State worſe 


chan nothing, without the Mercies of God, and the 


Merits of our Saviour. Whereas, he who thinks he 
| Hath no Weak neſſes ro ſubdue , either wholly or in 
£ Part; no virti ous Habits to acquire, or at leaſt to 
improve and perfect; he, in a Word, who thinks 
bhimſeff quite good enough ; proves, by the ver 
Thought, that he is not. (Scrin. CLEXXV Add 


* * 
3 — > PE 2 
. 
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Add to this that we do but too often exceed in 


e the Meaſure of our Attainments in Virtue. 
How many do, indeed, how few do not, think better 
of themſelves in this Reſpect than they deſerve? We 


ſpeak not at preſent with a View to the original & 
efficient Cauſe of their good Deeds, but merely as 


to the Effect, (i. e) the real Practice of 2 and 
Virtue. — Now, 


Which of us docs not admit too exalted an Opi- | 


nion of his Goodaeſs, and of his Proficiency in bie- 
ty ? Nor is this Remark applicable only to Hypo- 


crites or looſe Perſons, but even to thoſe, who arc in 


\ earneſt i in the Diſcharge of their Duty. 


This DiſtinQion, indeed, is neceſſary to be obſer= 


ved; for it is no Breach of Truth or of Humility in 


ſerious well- diſpoſcd Chriſtians, to know and think 
that they are better and more righteous. than the 
diſſolute and prophane. But, when they look with 


Cemfort on their fincere Deſires & well- meant En- 
deavours , do they, at the ſame Time, reflect with 


Shame and Contrif@n on their numerous Deviations, 


Errors, and voluntary Offences ? Do we reflect with 
Attention and Coarern on our former Miſconduct, 
our wilful Impiety, or thoughtleſs Neglect, the im- 
: perfeRions of our beſt Actions, and the Aggravati. - 
e 1 2 bad Ones ? Do we check ee 


* - | 


PBG 


2 A 
2 * 


| Viewed 70 Occiſio for is, ©, 


 Jooking on our real Defefts as well as on our real 
-Excellencies , and expreſſing our beſt Opinion of 
ourſelves in the modeſt Language of Se. Paul, 


| - forth to thoſe'things which are before” (i.e) look - 
8 ing on our Attainments hitherto as little or nothing, 


* 3 . 
i but aiming at better Degrees of Purity and Pefec- 
2 tion, « we preſs towards the Mark, for the e, 
hs the high Calliag of God i ia Chriſt Jcſus,” ( 
5 But further. We offend alſo in the Vice before us 
* not only by aſcribing to ourſelves Perfections and 
1 Excellencĩes which we have not, but alſo by over- 
| —_— thoſe we nne bave. nw 1 ps 

k : : Ia 
2 : þ '<) Notwicbfiandiog Man's s batte PerfoBlion Ja ey little, his | 
th. comparative may be very coaiderable : if he looks upon bimſelf in | 
* an abſtrack Light, he has at much to boaſt of. This gives a di 
h - | Tura to the RefleHions of the wiſe Man and of the Fool; the firſt en⸗ 
85 denvours to thine in himſelf, and the laſt to out-ſhine others ; the fr 
. i humble by the Senſe of his own Infirmities , the laſt is lifted up by 

25 the Diſcovery he makes of thoſe ie h he obſerves in other Men. | 
d. The ide Man confiders whit he wants, and rhe Fool what he aboundg 
Wop: in; the wiſe Maa is happy when he gains his own Approbation, and 
the Fool when he reconmends himſelf to the Applauſe of thoſe about 
3055 bim. — He who thinks no Men above him, but for his Virtue ; nog 
G8 befow him, but lot 4 Vice, » can never de CT or FOR | 


* 8 with theſe wholeſome, moriffing Truths, 


« not as tho we had already attained, neither were 
| already perfect; but this one thing we do, forgets | 
ting thoſe things which are behind, and reaching | 


: . p 8 
7. 
* * .* 
; aĩnſt Pride. 
* * ** 


In PUT ec to Aae in this Caſe , we e may be 
| Cai to over- value our Attainments, when we value 

an Excclleacy the more, becauſe it is, or we ſuppoſe 
it.co be, our own; = when we magnify one Gift, as 
if it included all; - or boalt of a ſingle Act, as if 
it were a permanent Habit; - or when we aſſume to 
ourſclves more Reſpect and Claim of Reverence 


than are conſiſtent with che ul Preteaſions 'of. o- 


ther 8. ; 


- The firſt: of theſe is almoſt as common an . 


Ks of Pride as any that occurs to our Notice 


(viz) that Men value a particular Talent the more, 
becaule, they preſume. it is: their own. Thus the 


| Man of Learning ſhall deſpiſe the Advancages of 
Beauty » Birth, and Fortune, and place the whole 


 Digaity of human Nature ia the intellectual En- 
dowments, which he thinks himſelf poſſeſſed of; 


Thoſe who have the Advantage of a good Perſon 
Gall entertain the ſame Notion of that happy Sym- 
metry of Features which is their Lot, and value an 
"WU Form beyond all other privileges and Pre 

rogatives z - Thoſe who have Honours, ſhall place 
all Superiority in ſuch DiitinQions, and treat with 
| Contempt their wealthier Neighbours, who move 
L lower Sphere; · who, with like Reaſon, that i ia, 


e with none at 18 5 mu return their oY 


\ 


Son 6. - 


- * 


88. 8 NSS 


Virtue, no Ocealion „„ So 
ond eſteem their own Abundance an Orer-balance 

Jor.al. ather Gifts and Qualifications. | 
g Thus natural and acquired Abilities thall 3 
5 ende treat each other, and one particular Orna- 
| ment which a Man happens to be diſtinguiſhed by, 
| ſhall make him diſeſteem others more common, but 


, indeed more uſeful. The Fad is frequear, and the 
Obſervation of it common in all bur ourſelves, it 
8 : beiag | One of the peculiar Propertics of this Vice, 


thar it ſcarce ever ſuſpects itſelf. — Again, | 
We over-yalue our own proper Talents, when we 
magnify owe Gift, as if it included all, or boaſt 4 


5 5 

. er AR, as (fie ene, 
2 tice. £1 

e How many, having done One 8 or good 8 
; in their Lives, have all the reit of their Lives been 
dwelling on the Mention of iff) Nox » = This con- 
7 ; tinual Boaſting of it implies as if we thought we 
N were ſeat into the World to be but once of Service, 
* ond mare —— gee that 1 we bare Fe 
4 "The 1 Inſtaace 3 we may be 0 0 
e 0, 92 over . 
1 << Among Py ancient Greeks and Romans , the Philoſophers * 
35 Otators were brave, and the hrave Men Rudigd Philoſophy and Slo- 


6e 
. 2 


qieace; among ui, the Scholar is bur a Scholar, the Lawyer does bur 
plead, and the Soldier only fights : In ſhort, if a Man excell i in "x, 


. thing, he either ele the Hine or 155 unfit _—_ ee 3 


20 8 - Agaioft Pride. 


Serben our Attainments , is eber the moſt 
clear and detcrminate, when we aſſume to them, or 


to ourſelves on Account of them, more Reſpect aud 


Claim of Reverence than bo coufifent wich the wn 
Pre tenſions of others, 

There are many , who are ſo . up with the 
Thought of their own Performances and Accom- 
plihment, that they attend not at all to thoſe of 
others, and on that Account GIRLS the n 

due to their own. 


They judge of theſe, rightly we will oppoſe; and 


ſo fail not in that Article of aſcribing to themſelves | 


more than they poſſeſs ; but, not conſidering that 
the beſt of theſe are but comparative, and that o- 


+ thers have their Share as well as they, they engroſa 
the ExpeRation of Regard aaa Acknowledgements, 


when othes have as good a Right to claim and ex- 


ont ons (*) 5 55 St. 


1 


5 Tho there may be a Sinoerity «without Hemility, yet a Stim- 


aid Addreis can give them : whereas Simplicity is free from every 


© Aﬀoy of Vanity, or any thing of a ſhewiſh Nature: it ſhines forth with , 


_ _ natural and unſtudied-Beauties , is not puffed up, ſeeketh not its . 
- Xx. the Praiſe that is due to it; and its chief Ornament is, that 4 


E -ag And N W Lite, 9, 


per of Manners is a esp Logredient of i. Tho a Man may not 
| be »mbitions to be thought what he is not, yet he may be too often- 


of what he is. Unable to wait till others diſcover, he is impati. 
: eat to diſplay his own Periections with all the Advantages which Art 


T- 


i232 X 38370 F528 5 


— 
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ene 


| Virtus; nb Obeikol for is 


St. Paul well deſcribes this Kiod of Pride, when | 


de is himſelf diſavowiog the Practice. We dare 
dot make ourſelves of the Number , or compare 


ourſelves with ſome that commend themſelves 1 but. 


they meaſuriag themſelyes by themſclves, and com- 
paring themſelves amangſt themſelves , are not 
wile.” By looking uo further than their own Ex» 


cellencies they overlook the Claim of Reſpect 
which thoſe of others have from them; regarding 


a9 Ones Aecompliſhments hut their owa, they 
aſſume to themſelves mere than ſuch _ Os 
Sho deſerve.  ':,/ 4 6 


Wheress all Gifts, Shakers | 8 or 8 55 


| hens diſtinguiſhed , whether found in Others or 


| Ourſelves, have their teſpective Uſe, and elaim 4 
| e ſuitable to their Natures and Degrees. 


© Perſonal Advantages, Diſtiaction of Stations, and 


due Demeanour of Conduct, have all of them cheit = 
Value: - and, if we are not as defective in theſe a 7850 
ſome of the ret of the World, and may therefore ex- 


bes 8 NON Commendation 3 yer: how 


£ Y £ 4 % 
« 5 - : : 
5 U OY i 
* & * 


of Writing, confiſteth io the Simple, Por noble Aftions , and noble | 
Qualities, like noble Thoughts, (upport themſelves 1 they have an in 
herent Greatneſs , and native Luſtre , which needs not foreign Pomg. 


age! borrawed Qrnaments. Nothing dope them more Harm than g 
: t jhem off too much, and riots them with Decorations... 


LONG 1 


Pe 


. * 
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"_ Others have at leaſt the ſame tens and 
How many do much more excell us? For, in this 
Neſpect Men may merit of each other, tho not of 
their Creator. For, whatever is the Meaſure of out 
Gifts, it is God who hath dealt them to vs : - what- 
ever temporal Mercies we enjoy, they are the Diſ- 
penſations of his Providence: - whatever ſpiritual 
Advantages we are W with, are Be Effects of 
* Grace. . Ree We 
la this Light the fans ide reptoven ths Ars 
evgance of ſome vain Pretenders, who were full of 
themſelves, and behaved, as if they were the origi« 
nal Authors of all their PerfeQiops. His Expoſtula- 
tion is a continual Check to, and Confuration of, all 
_— ſuch aſpiring Thoughts. « Who maketh thee to 
differ from another ? and what haſt thou, that thou 
didit not receive? Now, if thou didſt receive 
it , why doſt chou glory, 2 as if thou hadit not tecei · 
ved it?“ . 
- Man has nothing * & a RT his own 
but Sin and Miſery ; all other things are of God's 
Creation, and his free Gift; and therefore , unleſs 
there be any thing to boaſt of in natural and moral 
Evil, He, of all Creatures, has the leaſt Pretences 


„ e we or Vain-glory on Account of his En- 


a All 251 Is valuable in us was given to 
wp 
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on for it. 


us; and, is there any Merit in Fee 


Pl . 


eiving Favours „ 


or ſhall we' boat, becauſt Ras beyond , and 
aged our Deſercs relieved our natural 1 oterice _ 
and Corruption‚;nn;n 4 | 


« Where then is Cauſe of Boaſting? It is exclu= 


> 


| ded: :” for God is not only the Giver , but the Pre- 


theſe Bleſſings to un. 
« Let-not the wiſe Man, then, glory in his Wiſ- 
dom, nor the ſtrong Man in his Strength, nor the 
ompliſh or Ac quiſitio may be, they are 1 | 
from God, who is the Author and Giverof every 
good and perfect Gift,” — There 
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Spirit for him that is born of Woman.“ He alone 


who gave, and upholds all the Powers both 6f Body 
and Soul, alone deſerves the Glory of hen. 


As we are Creatures, the Works of God's. Hands þ 


we have nothing to boaſt of: but, as we, are Sin- 


ners, und y in that Reſpect, the Work of our own. 


Hands, we have much to humble us: We therefore 


give the greateſt Proof to God of our Worthineſs, 
_ when we have a deep Senſe, Rn ene e ends 


Soaps F de g orion 
Pride is not only without Foundation, but i is de- 
\void allo of de End it aims . | 


All other Vices do, in ſome Maſe, attain 


their End; but Pride, and Inſolence, and Con- 
tempt of others, do infallibly defeat their own Deſign: 


* aim at Regen and Eſteem, but n never $a 


* 


wid 


ry lh. | - oe waavwtfww oo ae 


— 


* 


"© 0 , wy 
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5 2 | & 
for all Mankind ayraly dillike the Proud. () Self. 


eſteem is commonly puniſhed by general Contempt. 
He that praiſe himſelf remains a Debtor to all others. 


They ever fink themſelves in the Opinion of the 


World, which is never wanting to mortify the Vain- 


| glorious, and to defeat their Scheme in that one Point 
to which they had facrificed all better Views. 
I The very Attempt deſtroys itſelf; for, (as Solomon ; 


obſerves,) for Men to ſearch their own Glory, is not 


Glory.” Moſt ſuitable therefore and prudent is his 


eee ee and not 


— # 


© The . ue, 11 in our e Fersen, or to : 


Diſadvantage , is made upon our firſt Appearance , even before 
they know any thing of our Charaers, but from the Intimations Men 
gather from our Aſpect. A Man, (they fay,) wears the Picture of his 


Mind in his Countenance , and one Man's Eyes are SpeRacles to big 
who looks at him, to read bis Heart. But, tho this Way of raifing an 


Opinion of thoſe we behold in public is very fallacious ; yet, certailh * 


it is, that choſe who hy their Wards and Actions take as much dp 
themſdues, as they can but barely demand ia the tri peru oil 
their Deſerts, will fiad their Account leffen every Day. | 

A modeſt Map preſerves bis Charafter, as. a frugal Man doe his | 
Fortune II Either of them live to th Height of either, One will 


Loſſes , and the Other krrors, which Neither will have luficltat ts 
make up. 5 


He tba in Bis Alr, his e Aro. 


Bose to bimlelt , gives himſelf Credit for the Jeaſt Article of more 
Wit. » Wiſdom , Goodneis , or Valour . than he can poſſibly produce, 
ii de is. called vpn, vill find the World to conſider bim as One v 


lun cheated them of all the Efteem they had before pes Wa. 
+ Loc, CLXXXVI. | | 


| PR 


8 


8 ee We glg e vrger- rw Ct 


Boe pirit before a Fall ; ; = better is it to be of 


:W:. on Pride, 


wiz om Mood; A Sage, and not thine own 


The Scripture frequently lays beo us the ann. 


nul ill Conſequences of Pride. 


Pride is an Injury to Ourſelves; „ 
on Account of the Contempt we hereby meet with 
from others, but alſo by Reaſon of the many Evils it 
brings along with it. () 


Pride makes Men Fooliſh and void of 3 
This puts them upon doing things that bring them to 


Diſhonour : When Pride cometh , then cometh | 


Shame; but with the lowly is Wiſdom.” 


It maketh Men negligent , and improvident of the 


Future, which naturally Jeads to Diſtreſs, agreeable to 
the Expreſſion of the wiſe Man, 4 The Turning a- 
_ way of the Simple,” (in the Original it is, © the Eaſe, 


the Negligence, of the Simple,) ſhall ſlay them, and 


un makes Men raſh and peevifh, obſtinate and in- 


' Folent; which ſeldom fails to bring down Ruin upon 


chem; „ Pride- goeth before Deſtruftion , and an 


„ » 
* 


-(®) Sincerum off a niet Lo: 


; Roch as would infuſe any Goodneſs into the Minds of Youthy : 

moſt firſt exclude their Pride and Self-conceit, becauſe while they ars 
poſfed up with 1 ears is Ros e Fug . 
| le drive nnd tand. | 
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but Honour ſhall uphold the Humble in Spirit. 5 
ln wakes Men impatient of good Advice and In- 

| bruction; ee ges e r pon ineorrigible in their 
Vices: 4 Seeſt thou à Man wiſe in his own Con- 


4 


7 


: Spoil wich che Seeg, A ai cn 28 E 8 


er ;"eich args meg Big ae aa ni 
with Happineſs ; « He loveth Pads Bows! dt 0 
wel Senie; and he that exalieth his Gare, Jecketh 


4 


I. difobliges Men's bet Friends,” and-gives their E- 


Fa: perpetual Advantages againſt them; which 


oftentimes draws great Inconveniencies upon them: 


Before Deſtruttion the Heart of Man is baute; 


and before Honour is Humility.” 0 
e eee eee Flauery, rejecs i 


greateſt Injury: which cauſeth them to be inſenſible 
of their own Diſeaſe, till they ſuddenly fall emu 
Contempt: © A Man's Pride ſhall bring him low; 


* 


* 


ceit ꝰ there is more Hope of a. Fool, chan of him. 


„The Sluggard is wiſer in his own Conceit, than 
ſeven Men that can render a Reaſon.“ He that | 
tuſteth in his own. Heart, is a Fool; but Wh 
3 r eee, OATS, 2h a. 


Sem. CLXXXVI. 5 9 


ting thoſe about them who would do them moſt : 
Kindneſs, and liking thoſe beſt who do them the 


* 


ing all weir Thoughts in — — 
which, makes them incapable-of- religious Improve- 
ment, and to haue no Reliſh, of true Wiſdom: The 
full Soul loaheth.the Honey-comb:” — Again, 
15 TIE BIG Rus of UV int EN 6 The Wie 
; 04-4 rt ai ER ai W rt 
Dation of the Croſs, or to almit a Belief ot the Myſteries of Chriſtia- 


_ nity: the One is too Jow for him „and he cannot Roop to the Practice 
of them ; the Other are too high for his Underftandiag, and he deſires 


tobe excuſed from entertaining any Propoſition as true, which he 
does not perſectly comprehend- If he cannot give himlelf a certain 
plain Account, in what Manner, and to:what End, God did a thing 3 
| he wiſely reſolves t that therefore he did i it got. If be has not as clear 
_ an Idea of every Term i in an Article of Faith, as be bas of thoſe i in a 


Mathematical propoſition; it is immediately unphiloſophical, abſurd, 


and fooliſh; invented by thoſe , whoſe Intereſt it is to puzzle Men's 
- Underſtan1ings ,"that they may. hay; their Wills and AiﬀeRtions at 


their Service. Indeed, 4. I 5 03 ; 


Tobe cautious and upon cur earl. in receiving Daftrines, a 
not eafily' give up our Aﬀent to every thing that is told us, is a Point 
of xreat Pradence, and very requiſite-in ſuch a Multiplicity of Opioi. 


ons as there are d the World, to-pteſerve us from Error. But then, 
we may carry this Point too far : we-may be too ſerupnlous and cire | 


eu mſpeR i in | admitting 1 the Teſtimonies of Mea, as to rejett ſome 
Wicks among even kl bad Ones; and to deceive ourſelves often- 
times thro gery: Fear of being deceived by others. A general. undif. 


tinguiſhing Suſpicion is altogether .as apt to miſlead a Man as a too 
ealy and unwary Credulity - And to this Exceſs a proud Scorner is. | 


naturally inclined : bei is lo poſſeſſed with the Notion of Prieſt- craft, 
and rom N as to apply it e eee 
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A — is ſo nnn not 
ö for God, neither is Godin altus:Thouyhis being folf- | 
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every 8 in Religion, Hei is fs afraid of having ie Voderſandiig 
impoſed upon ia Matters of Faith, that he ftands equally at Diſtance 
from all Propoſitions of that Kind, whether true or falſe. Certainly, 
this is a great Inſtance of Folly ; and in what Breaſt ſoever it har 
bours., cannot but indiſpoſe a Man extremely for. the Study and At- 
tainment of religiaus Wiſdom An Extremity « of Suſpicion in an 
Enquirer after Truth , is like a raging Jealouſy in a Friend; it leads 
n Man to turn all his Thoughts towards the ill. natured Side » and 8 
put the worſt ConſtruQion upon every thing; and, (in Conſequence;) 

for once that he is really in the Right, in his Gueſles and N 

to be very alten and very much in the Wrong. : 


- 


(9. Among the many Imputations, which we are i faſten . 
upon thoſe, to whom we have an Averſion, that of Pride is generally 
the moſt common; of which Men are ſometim "Accuſed; merely be- 


cauſe their Accuſers would be proud themſelves if they were in their 
Places. If we would examine the inmoſt Receſſes of the Mind, doubt- 
leſs we ſhould often find that our own Pride is the Cauſe why we charge 
others with it. Men, elate with the Thoughts of their own Suffici- 
eucy , 216 ever imagining that others are wanting in their Regards ta 
the, and are theretore very apt to conclude, that Pride mult. be the 
Cauſe why they vi h. hold frgm them that ReſpeR, which, * % 

pinidn, chey have an unqueltionable Right to. ; 
dt this we have a full Inſtance in Scripture. . Vou take too LY 
| upon vou. ſaid Corah and his Accomplices, when they themlelves 
_ vere takiog too much upon them, & invading the Province of Aaron. 
Hence it is that their Character ſeldom eſcapes the Brand of Vanity 
bo have the Fortune of being poſſeſſed of thoſe. Accompliſhments, 

_ which would make their Detrafors vain. = When a Man comes onep 
ta he puffed up with the Tumour of adoring himſelf, farewell Reſpe@ ; 
nad Reverence to all a _* ber, CLXXXVI, | RE 
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On rar., gu 
n 3 — 4 


| rhe Commiſion of e. 


3 the natural e and Diſadvantages of 


Pride. In the other Parts of it we find likewiſe , ſe. 
veral Remarks of this K ind. That Pride hinders Men 


2 from examining impartially , into the Truth of Reli- 
gion; How can ye believe, (ſays our Saviour,) which 


receive Honour one of another, and ſeek not the Ho- 
nour which cometh from God only?” And, « have 
any of the Rulers or of the Phariſees believed on him?“ 


That it makes Men diſdain to leave their pleaſing 


- Vanities , and think much to condeſcend to the mean 
Fe and Confinements of Religion; „ The 


Olive: tree ſaid, Should I leave my Fatneſs — And the 


Fig · tree ſaid, Should 1 forſake my Sweetneſs , and 


my good Fruit? — And the Vine ſaid, Should I 
| leave my Wine which cheereth God and Men, and go 


o be promoted over the Trees ? That it cauſes Men 
io take Offence at the Plainneſs and Simplicity of the 


IR Goſpel, and thereby hinders it from making due Im- a 


upon them; The Wiſdom of God, which 


ee the Princes of This World knew,” — Again, -_ 
Where is che Wiſe ? Where is the Scribe? Where 
v dhe Diſputer of this World?“ — Again, “ Ye ſee 


| your ——_ 9 how that not __ nat Men 5 
8 


1 ? a „ 
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i ofer be Fh, a many mighty; not many noble are 


bs Fe eee eee another; & Diotrephes, 
Vo loyeth to have the Preeminence among them, re.. 


| (fays the Apoeſtle,).muſt not he a Novice, leſt being 
| lifted up with Pride, he all into tbe: Condemnation of 
the Devil,” 5 84 


Sins that naturally flow from This of Pride 


Pride, calling it «proud Wrath!“ Strife and Conten „5 | 
1 os Finne to he the Offipring ay 71. . 75 


1 „ 


— pe ern et wats 


ore let no Man glory in Men.” 4 If nx 
Man among you ſeemerh to be wiſe in This World, | 5 


| Jet bim become a Fool, that he may be wiſe ;” (i.e) let "| 
him lay aſide the Wiſdom of Self. eonceit, in Order | „„ 
5 2 5 capable of Inſtruction in the true Wiſdom. 7 9 


That it hinde 


rs Men from performing the Duty of „ we 


ceiveth us not,” Laſtly, that in the Execution of the _ 


Offices of Chriſtian Authority, it turns Men from a EE 
3 due Regard of the Intent of their Office, to-temporal— 7 
and worldly Conſiderations, which leads them into a 1 


Snare, and brings them 10 Deſtruction: A _Biſhopy 


Theſe: are the natural ll of. Pride, 7 


e „ 


vently diſcover to us the Disadvantages ariſing em 
bers en in the natural Courſe and Order of things. EST 
I might inſtance-in here a Multitude of pil Le > "i 


Anger, Which the wiſe Man ſets as the Effect of 


0 82 | On Pride, - 

by Pride cometh Contention. An whis 

| | entertains an high Opinion of himſelf is naturally un- 

| grateful; he has too great an Eſteem of his own Merit, 

| to e'thankful for any Favours conferred. - You can- | 
27 not lay a proud Man under Obligation, becauſe. he 

1.0 | thinks he receives no more than he ftriftly deſerves. (t) 

=. It was Pride that firſt brought Rebellion and Strife 

5 into Heaven, and caft down the apoſtate Angels 
thence, who affected to be equal, nay e ny. 
| their Creator. (f) 1 5 | 
It is This which inſpires Obſtinacy 15 1 
las lame Godin ever preſumptuous Offender. () 
Nor is this the Seed of all malicious Wickednefs | 
only it poiſons and blaſts our Righteouſneſs itſelf, . 

1 | Rains all its beauty, and looſeth its whole reward. (dT) 

. 11 vere infinite to mention al the ras ow. 7 
I ſhall nr ads; viz} that Pride not 
(only betrays usimt OT but alſo doubles « every | 

0 11 
60 gaperbi ase en fire. 
Haw: in Sepulcbro werd reliquis fimiles., N 
2) 8f wi rar dive pers, peupres Sports gui fre | 
ee Ruafvit Cale Lucem, ingemnitqud reperts. 


| ; ny Non folum Peccatum oft ipſa Suherbia ; fod ane als Pecee- 
ES tum potuit aut poteſt , aot poterit efſe, fine Superbis. Ut quecungue ſunt © 
\| {+  Flumina, « Mari proveniunt ; 0g Superbia omnia oriuntur Vita, 
; Nui C Hominum Faftus, = @ W 8 
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; | | Arguments „ 
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em is the greateſt Knowledge ; | but it is the worlt of Follies to be 
wile in our own'Conceit. = As amongſt wile Men. „ he is the wilett, - 
mat thinks he Knows teait's fo among Fools , he i is the greateſt, that 
this he knows "moſt." None io empty as thole who are * en, : 


rs 1 as 1 
tempor; curabl us. (% = "Every ill Tur 
moves W e e A a by their Itnpatience they 


Fortunes. = But, more eſpecially in a MORAL Way is 


this prejudicial to them: — «+ Only by - Pride i it Is that 
the Mind is withheld from Knowledge; for, it t refuſeth 


Inſtruttion out of a vain Conceit that i it needeth it not; 


ns l Ae N 


60 Conceitedneſs 1 8 are a 3 Aa Compot 


N vos; for none are ſo invincible as the half-witted ; who know j 


nough to excite their Pride, but Got-ſulficient to cure their we” 


: A multi ad Sapientiam potuiſſent pervenire, niſs putaſſant ſe perveniſe. 


. is the ann 1 18 | SHA OO 0 e l 


confound the Order of things, and the Favour of their | 


| being « wiſe in his own Eyes; and good i in. his own 5 
| Sight.” (6918 It taints all their Prinſciples ,, and baffels | 


* 
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TY ot ECT, will | in 1 ime be ſo fullomely impudent, as AE. 5 

_ gify te igbdrance, Which Ip the grea reatelt of ii Tnfirmities ; and ben A 
zultiſie 4, che chiefeſt of Follies. Pride hides a Man's Faults from im- 

| bent, und magnifies them to whos, 1. makes him diftate to bis Supe- 8 


| to ctiuſe his Bun Delukon ad e LL Ns 7 1 


To underſtand our own Inti mitiet therefore, i in order to | 


Ges, He that knows himnſelt belt, eliceats hiclclt 22155 
Wen, Wenn. CMAAXVÄ iI. 
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On Pnde, „ * 
> 


larki Faults, ad drain x; Volt bee Gt Weak: 
nefſes and Wants, and they are hereby conſequently 
prevented from all Repentance,, and every. Improve 
ment. Seeſt thou a Man wiſe in his own deit, 
| there b more Hope of a Fool than, bin: 0 
that, for the Reaſons already mention etc. 
There is a Generation that is pure in their om 
Eyes, and yet is not waſhed from their Filthineſs. 
' There is a Generation; OI how lofty are their Eyes! | 
and their Eye-lids ar lifted up.” They are too opini- 
| ative to be taught, and too good in their.own Eſteem | c 
to grow better, and betray the greateſt Folly by the 
-AﬀfeAmtion of being thought free from any. ets 
Blut further, — Not only abe but to God, 
s alen an Injury hereby done. Wat 
As Arrogance ir" AO Er weil i- 
| 1055 are very offenſive and diſpleaſing to Men of Senſe 
and Virtue; ſo we may be ſure chey are equally de- 
5 33 


— 7 + 5 1 5 - 7 5 5 8 — 0443-42) 63 . $ . 2 bey the 
5 e des Pease Yew be d Ses tk Party be! 
20d Abilities known, inuder them generally from acquiring any con- 2i61 
fiderab.e Lwprovements z | for, «whilit they are buy to let the World : P rl 

gs what Koowledge they have „they loſe the Opportunity to learn Bay 


what they want. The molt j igaorant, who is; ſenſible of his Ignorance, 
| may » by the InftruQiha of Teachers and the Advice of Friends, be- 
| come, in Tine, more knowing and prudent z but he who thinks him | 
5 c Wiklome Fe. 


— Ras a” 
— Manrobe'Gedofthy Hen tus 


| his Providence & Grace, eretts new Altars to ſtrange 


nch by the vine of an Idolatsy, burns In. 


ceaſe to himſelf (4). © 5 


So bobdly doth he enercach W anti 
ike, the Jealouſy of Him, who. ſolemnly declares, 
that « he will not give his Glory to another.” „„ 

No Marvel, then, that God ſhould, in a 
e eee bis Prophets das be vil a r 
God refiſteth the Proud.” (7). „ 

| Whatever wp akcribe is qurizhves more den i pro 
perly our own , is juſt ſo much detrafted from the 


Liver ee eee not «tenor ob 


bim 
(%) The Reaſon why Pride is ated; in 8 1 


being thus particularly hateful to God, is, becauſe it uſually ſigniſes, 
and always includes, ſomething of that Preſumptuouſneſs, that preſu- 
ming to tranſgreſe inſolently, & with a high Hand, which is the greats 
eft Aggravation of Sin, & the moſt direaly oppoſite to that meek and 
humble spirit, which “ trembleth at God" . Word,” which udics nip 
wa and is always fearful of diſcheying it. 


It is geverally ſuppoſed by Divines , that the original titel 


the Devil himſelf, was Pride z becauſe St. Paul, ſpeaking of a Man's 
being * « lift up with Pride, calls it © his falling, i into the Coney 
gion of the Devil.” And this is not at all improvable „ provided 2 
Pride be under ſtood, not; (as 78 commonly o belle sed, ) bis attem 
ting. to refit Almighty, God by Furce ; which is abſurd to imagine 
but his preſuming, upon. the Greatnels and Dignity of his Nature, i * 


7 ay fo 1 ſowe of the divine Commands. 


® Saperborum Preces. Fattor in qe, Doi | 
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ES deer mende Ons of 


ee e e eee Gm 


who exiſt by Mercy, and have all we have merely as & 


_ free Gift, Humility is a Virtue peculiarly becoming 
fach entire Dependence. Self-eſteem would only 
ſuit Self-exiſtence , but © Boaſting is excluded,” by 
the very Law of Creation. (*) Pride is therefore a 
Vice moſt unbecoming a Creature, a virtual Renun. 


5 ciation of the Authority of the Great Creator; when 


| dependent Beings glory in their Gifts without Regard 
do the Giver, and value themſelves upon their Endow- 
ments, as if owing to themſelves, when they are indeed 
valuable only as the Marks of his Bounty, who is leaſt 
nega ded in the Uſe and Exerale of them. 1 


1 8 The Scripture affords us many Examples, and + and 
common FVV 
the Prophet expreſſes it, © ſacrifice to their Net, and 


95 bum Tncence to their Drag; (i. e) idolize themſelves, 


and their own Schemes, aſſeribe all to human Means 
and ſecond” Cauſes, leaving Providence out of the 
Queſtion , as tho they were originally their own, 
This was the Pride of NEBUCHADNEZZER, who in- 
| Read of looking up with Thankfulneſs to the great 
God who had diſtinguiſhed him by ſuch extraordina- 
un Plenty and Magnificence , thus vaumted himſelf 
„ e e 


erf rc 7, 8 
112 e eee eg e 
dom; berths Mike of my Pawer, and for the H 


| graded to ſo mean a State , as his phbreſt 'SubjeRt 
vould pity: and bis, Puniſhorht, was a8. ſignal as his 


and be was driven 3 Men, and his 
Heart, was n de Ble the Beaſts, and his Delling 
was with the walc Aſſes, ther bs, his  Underſta, ing 
Vas taken from him, and he imagined | himſelf to be 
turned, into a Beaſt. 1 LY Wu 
The Inſtance of ba. « Who is the 3 
1 ſhould Pon his Voice? = know not. the Lord, 
neither will; I let Ifradl.go.;” Therefore the Lord. 
7 ſemt al his Plagues upon his Hear, and upon his 


A 5 5B NL EAN 
Seryants, and upon his People e abt Is 


| 4, Herod is-anqther Inſtance of the like: King, he was. 
Ibo fwoln wick Pride, as to ſuſſer the People withouy 
i Reproof, to aſcribe divine Honour to him, and re- 
_ _ ceive with Satisfaction the groſs Flattery ; but he wan 
| foon reduced to a more humble Condition; for © im- 
mediately the Angel of the e nets hay OE he 
5 Senn. CLXX XVI. Wan e gave 


= bits D 22 TOW Yo. 


— 


CCT 


1 7 4 
4 > fon 


E 
f 


; 
F 
„ W 
* 
8 , 
L 4 * ON 
8 
Hf L 
43 [2 
2 . 
N 4 
5 1 ; 4 * 3 
e 7 
ſp —— 22 —— — — yorw rn, nn. —— — — 1 — —ů—ů ů ů 


n eee FFF ˙ K ˙;Änm— — <4 r n 


2 uur of my y Ae Mm ien this” arrogant; Sens | 


77 ride was ae bo: he was depoſed from his 
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CY o Pride, T 
ae not Gd che Glory : anthe 9 
5 end gave up the Ghoſt.” . Xo ff 204 Dat 


-:Amother Ee thn f. fn bs Wen 
be Vould have Gacrificed a whole! Nation is hes Pride 
and Haugbtineſs, God-jultly ſuffered him to fall by 
the ſame e 850 which he had comrtyed- 
1 . 


And that of fpirituid Babjlorior Chriſtian Tyranny 
: andthe Spirn of Perſecution in the Revelation, 
C 

Aouſly, ſo much Torment and Sorrow give ber; For 
| the faith in ber Heart, I fit a Queen, and am no 
Widow, and ſhall ſee no Sorrow ; ; Therefore ſhall 
ber Plagues come in one Day; 1 and Mourn- 
ing and Famine; and ſhe ſhall 33 wich 
Fire; ; for ſtrong is the Lord God who judgeth her.” | 

The Manner and Reaſon of God's Proceedings in 
* Which and the ike Inflan s, cannot be more ele- 
_ ganely exprefſed, than in the Words of the wiſe Son 
of Sirach, 4 Pride is hateful before God and Man, 
an by boch doch One commit Iniquity : - Why is 
Eat and Aſhes proud ? The Beginning of Pride 

is, when one departeth from God, and his Heart is 
ene away from bis 2 i: Pride is the Be 
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Abomination; and therefore the Lord brought upon 9955 | 
chem ſtrange Calamities, and overthrew them utteri7. 1 

The Lord haih caſt down the Thrones ef proud „„ 
regt and ſet up the meek in their ſtead. The 1 
Lord hath plucked up the Roots of the proud Na- 
tions, and planted the Jowly in their Place: The Lord 
overthrew the Countries of the Heathen, OI 
Hem to the Foundations of the Earth. 

here are many, it is feared, who are affliied and 

| Gfireſſed hereby , who Me uns noms whenes ts - 

| Curſe and ſecret Canker came. 

And! Ho ſhould it be otherwiſe? — Win God, 

| (ſuppoſe ye, ) coincide with thoſe who ſet themſelves 
in Oppolitiqn.to him? "Yea, rather, - 7 <.;.7-- 
Is it not ſaid, that «they are an Abomination to 


: him; that, . He beholdeth them afar off, in Order 

n ” to haſten their Puniſhment ;- and that, becauſe' He 
. cannat away with it,” but will bring down their -high 

n Looks, even with the Ground ;” it being, (according; 

bs to Solamon,) One of the + Seven things” which are; 

s an Abomination to the Lord, ſriz} A proud Look.“ 

e But further, — If we conſider ourſelves as 8$INFUL.. 
is Cenis, the Argument againſt Pride will be ſlill 
0 more preſſing and concluſive with Regard to God, + 
8 "FRE Humility of an inxocewr Being would, bot 1 
00 * AI and Degree; be different Co that of a ſinful 
5 . a ch 5 9 
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Sort of Acknowledgements than that of mere Depen- 


dance. 


6 When we are what Ns dave aan, bi 


againſt our Deſert, and are bleſſed with Privileges and 


Perfections, which as Innocence could not have claim 


ed, ſo our particular Provocations might have ex- 
cluded the very Hope of, we are under Obligations 
to annihilate ourſelves, as it were, in the Preſence and 
Contemplation of our Maker, and to refer every good 
Thought, Word, and Work to his Honour, and 5 
onl 
" Was be chit arte monty: s as his hes, 
| ares, we might truely with Abraham call ourſelves 
but Duſt and Aſhes, "and might, with Jacob, profeſs 
ourſelves % unworthy of the leaſt of God's Mercies.” 


© But, when we conſider that we are fallen far be- | 
low the original Honour and Excellency of human 


Nature, that we are ſhapen in Iniquity, and chat 
in Sin our Mothers have conceived us,” we muſt 


then, with the Author of that Expreſſion, ſtile our- 
faves Worms, and no Men, unworthy that ho- 
*nourable Title ; and, with St. Paul, confeſs that * 


are «leſs than the leaſt of all Saints. =. 
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Could we look on Sin in its true Links. is 8 | 
TRE eee from the. 
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. ö Ps. 8 
| Dignity' ef the Suben which we bore in the Olea: 


on, as expoſing us to the Hatred of film who is hs 
bly" Foundation of our Happineſs, — 'as 
aff "the Calamities and Miſeries of the preſent s 


and ſubjecting us to worſe Expettations in ihe next 3 


from all this we ſhall find fruitful Grounds © gain 


Pride in 1 contemplating ourſelves as Sinners. It i is ; in 


this Light that the peculiar Doarines of Chriſtianity 


do particularly affeRt this Subjeft, above any of the 
eftures of Philoſoph 7p. | 


That ve are now able to e eie ks 


the Favour of our Maker, is entirely owing to a 
Strength of Grace ſuperadded to that of Nature ; and 


that we ſhall be accepted even after our beſt Endea- 
yours , is owing to the mere Grace, and Goodneſs, 
and Favour of Gad. This Conſideration particu- 
lay affefts the Caſe of ſpiritual Pride, when Mem 

doaſt of their Goodneſs, which is indeed, of all Gifts; 
| the moſt valuable, but the leaſt owing to themſelves, 


The Doatines of Redemption and Sanftification 


| Airike at the Root of all Merit and Self- applauſe in 
Man, repreſent all his Hopes as founded not on juſt! 
Qlaim, but ſuperabundant Merey; and all his Good 
neſa, not as original perfeQ Virtue; but as a faint mix. 
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fog our cur Salvation, and re- inſtating ourſelves in | 


, 0 


5 92 8 on nde, 


_ In a Creature placed in def de, * 
Boaſingsare a Coudtehen to his Faith. 7 

To illuſtrate and reprove this e of- Mind 
Vas the very Intent of the Parable of the Phariſce and 
Publican; the Life of the former had indeed been the 
| beſt, but his Opinion was leaſt ſuitable to his real State, 
The Publican prayed for Mercy only under the Cha- 
| tafter of an undeſerving Sinner: the Phariſce ſeemed 
do claim Acceptance and Reward. as due to an unde- 
viating meritorious Courſe of Virtue. - The Event 
is recorded for our Inſtruction and Admonition, and 
we Remembrance of it may uſefully remind us that 


| _ 6 Pride was not made for Man,” and that it taints his 


chiefelt Virtues. — Indeed, 3 8 
: As Pride is this in in oon Nature deftrutive of 
every right Principle, ſo it becomes yet more ruinous 
dy the cfpecial Curſe of God upon it. = For, Tho 
the Lord be high, yet hath he Reſpett unto the Lowly, 
as for the Proud he beholdeth them afar off.” „The 
| Lord, (aich the ſame divine Author, ) ſhall root out 
all deceitful Lips, and the Tongue that fpeaketh proud 
ung - the Prophet Iſaiah is full and frequent to this 
Purpoſe, + The lofty: Looks of Man ſhall be hum- 
wied, and the Haughtineſs of Men ſhall be bowed' 
| down, and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that Day. 
For the Day of the Lord of Hoſts ſhall be upon every 
Me res he ſhall Pigs gay 23 
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40d again; very Hhatorically, u Shall he An boatt it; 


ſeifagainſt him that heweth therewith,” &c. « therefore 


hall we Lord, me Lord of Hoſts ; ſend among his 


far Oues Lare and undet his Glory he ſhall kind 


emed bu ec eig Ad a <7 3n fx 


Toe ſume Kind of Threatnings are contitined in thi | 


New Teſtament; « God refſiech the proud" abo. 
erer exaleth bing ſhall be abaſed . 


-* Some Inſtances of divine Vengence on” Offenders 


of this Sort, have been already mentioned; and more 


might be offered both from ſacred and prophane Hif. 
tory, if not from the Experience of our own Times. 
© Theſe are the Conſiderations, peculiarly reſpecting 


"a Maker, with which the Pride of 12 75 may pro- 
pely be beaten down. — But further, 


Not only to ourſelves, and to God, (the pee : 


| Author of all things ) but, to Mankind in general are 
 vehereby Tranſgreflors. | 


V Upon our Fellow creatures Pride is an infuſeradle | 


Encroachment. (#) for it renders Men haughty and 
ing i in their Bean c Q REYES and perverſe, 3 
| in 5 


Agent, OR a much Pride; e : 


a Maa into. as unwarrantable and violent ne as the , 0 
moit unlimited, and unſatiable Ambition. * 


1 50 Bere makes e e aShoies hr 
his ar the ſame Time. Pride and Iu- nature will be bated is 
e W | FEA „ nth. 


proud and haughty Behaviour, or to judge and deſpiſe 


Py „ On Pride, 
in their Humour, — RR DIS 


: their Buſinels, = cavelling and captious in Converſa - 


tion, - zealous of Affronts that were never intended, 


3 of Reſentment for Injuries that were never 


done, - inſenſible of other's Misfortunes, = ſevere up · 
on their Infirmities, and implacable for cheir Faults ; 


5 | therefore, where this prevails, < there alſo is Error and 
| Confuſion, and Strife, and every evil Work. 3 


And, — It naturally follows, in Truth and Right- 
couſueſs, that where by Pride the Order of the Crea- 
tion is inverted, the Harmony of the World diſturbed, 
and the Appointments of Heaven reſiſted, both God 


and Man will il and, in Tine, eau bun- 


tue it. 
What remains td be Geng few Canone wheres 


by cod i. — And here 5 


If our natural Endowments, civil Stations, or WY 
gious Advantages and Improvements, tempt us to a 


our weak Brother, we ſhould do well to conſider 


' - whence it is that theſe things come, and what will be 
- ns e cg 
| Spice of all the Wealth and Greataefs ia the World.  Civility is al- 


mays ſafe, but Pride creates us Enemies. TIO 1980 n to n 


a proud Man is to take no Notice of him. 


x 0 Conkder every diane been to wn. and be e 
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from — end ibar al the Mendes, whether 
ö of Chriſt, or ihe Body politic; are all of them uſeful 
5 n their, ſey «pl Stations; ſo.that-we can none of us | 
; „ * we . indeed, the 


E Waere Greateſt would be nothing; without their 
Vas of Suppen. - © The, King kink inferred, | 


; from the Field.” | 

1 F 8 

i ofthoſe things which ſo clate us with Pride; that if we 

5 re placed in high Stations, we have. then larger Ace 
3 counts to give to Cd; that. it will not be long bes 
4 fore Death and Judgment will: level all; worldly -Difo 

1 tinctions, when Men will be diſtinguiſhed only by 
. their good Works, and not by the Loftineſs/of theiy 


Pride and Arrogance; and, that then they will be entire- 
„ 1 confounded, or perhaps placed beneath. thoſe vom 
155 now deſpiſe ; as their earthly Inferiors have been 
- | perior to them in real Goodneſs. And then, how 
3  natupally will hey fall into the Sentiments and Ex. 
- | preffions, which the Author. of the Book of Wiſdom 
I nd GI 2 5 
be . P 5 


4 | | 
=> ta : wa to he the 4 ier what * Beauty, 0 

55 Diſeaſes, and Death will make of you,” © . 
. 8 Ferns Dignias aut Mords deforſit; aut rl nue, 5 


- (*) Why boaſteth Mab, that he is Favourite of his Maker} and 
* neglefteth to pay his Thanks and Adoration for it? How ſuiteth 
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| "Pride proigcd/ f or bias Good hath Riches with 
— _ | pur Vaunting brought unte us? all theſe things are 
1 dee ava Shadow, and a5 e Fog that haſted 


e 21 5 
T ents , in his bon viile, 


" "FkeBrophi Ifaiah rer 
je: te Folly of Pride from the ſame Conſideration of 
* the ſpeedy Concluſion of it. = © Hell from beneath 
% moved for thee, to meet thee at thy coming - it 
flirreth up the Dead for thee. — All they ſhall ſpeak 
and ſay unto thee, Art thou alſo become weak as we? 
Art thou become like unio us? They Pomp is brought 
down to the Grave, and the Noiſe of thy Viola. — The 
Wee wh thee ; n Wornis cover 
EE 
e i und abifing End of al mat 
Pride; and the Proſpeſt of a future Account is a ſevere 
Z e e e eee pg e e WE, pal 
| 5 Honours in chemſelvess. 
I᷑̃be greateſt, the moſt eminently pious Men have 
been remarkably humble in this Reſpett: 
Hoy Job refuſed +0<juſtify himſelf before God: 
Abraham ſtyled himſelf « Duſt and Aſhes” . 


| [, Jacob poknowiedger thus 5 be was | hap the uſt 
: of al God's Mercies;” — And, 


St. Paul calls himſelf « the leaſt of all Saints,” 
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Argumenss aguint i ot 
det Men Sat ve have whertvf to f dy? 
Fay, Ik none of che foregding. Confide 
UI a ür Phe, Et us conſider , when 
Ses wee Srl. 
r lenge eee Hh 
Hand join in Hand v we ſhall not be unpuniſhed.” _ 

| The Inſtances already given, with others of frequ 
| Obſervation, ſhould B#to us a ſufficient a this 
Caſe, — For indeed, Lan 
t Is it — od e We 
Tt "ah e , <ioy ie 6S-: 
F World; but, if it ſhould not, yet, let not the proud 
Man think dee eee 
ment of God. 
vs Trier eat his moſt ſevere 1 
count taken of it hereafter; for, if God ſpared not the 
Angels for this Sin; but caſt them into Hell, let no 
Man, big with the ſame Vice, hope to eſcape beter. 
Letus not, then, think . 
than we ought to think; but ſoberly, according as 
God hath. dealt to every Man the Proportion of 
a F and, « be not wiſe in your own Conceits. 

1 | The following Sentences. gathered from the Ob- 
; of the wiſe Son of Sirach, may be here of 
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8 Dee. Set not thy Heart upon thy Goods, and fay 
8 now, 1 have enough for my Life, - Follow not thine | 
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| ” 1 ON on Pride, 3 

611. . 
thine Heart: and ſay not, who ſhall controul me for 

my Works ! For the Lord will ſurely revenge thy 
Pride, — « Extol nat thy ſelf in the Counſel of thine 
don Heart; that thy Soul be not torn in Peices. 
Pride is hateful before God and Man: and by both 
doth one commit Iniquity. Why is Earth and 
Aſhes proud? For when a Man is dead, he ſhall in- 
berit creeping things, Beaſts and Worms. The Be- 
ginning of Pride is when- One departeth from God, 

and his Heart is turned away from his Maker. For 

Pride is the Beginning of Sin, and he that hath it ſhall 
pour out Abomination: (*) and therefore the Lord 
brought upon them ftrange Calamities and over-threw 

them utterly. = The Lord hath caſt down the Thrones 

- of proud Princes and ſet up the Meck in their Stead. 

_ - » The Lord hath plucked up the Roots of proud Na- 

© tions, and planted the lowly in their Place Pride 
Vas not made for Men, nor furious Anger for them 
that are born of Women. - "Ti ee Lord 
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225 a i balls Homo of - Vedi, Home uf. 
5 A pretty Fellow is but Half a Man. | 
Moſt 5855 think they are courted and followed for their 4 
Company; when, in Reality, it is only for the Sake of ridiculing 
| their Defefts, which they themſelves do not perceive, OSes 


+.» Coxcombs, Aft inguiſh'd from the reſt, . 
T0 all but Coxcombs are a Jeſt. 


TS Stulta in ridetur ab omnibus, — 
WT: U af Bas ee ite. 
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Seen before the obtaining of Authority: bu! 


i neſs and Pride is the loſing thereof,” 


*Exalt not thyſelf, then, to the Heavens; for, bs; 


0 


Are ihey not the Work of the ſame Hand? _ 
For, as the Tulip that is gaudy without Sm 


and conſpicuous without Uſe, ſo is the Man who ſet. 
teth himſelf up on high, and hath not Merit. W 5 
Vill Pride profit, or ing vil 3 bring u un- 
| 0 him? — But, 4 ; 
'4 Wherein ub mg 450 Gonen moſt ? even 
in That wherein, thou art 2aoft weak; ; even in poſſeſ. 


ding the things which hou haſt, and in uſing the Good 


that is about thee. . 


Are not thy Deſires alſo frail, and knoweſt thou, 
even what it is thou wouldſt wiſh ? When thou haſt - 
obtained what thou ſoughteſt after ; behold, it conteny : 
| teth thee not. — + Why is Duſt and Aſhes proud ?” : 
"4Woiuldft thou ſee thy Inſufficiency e K | 

View chyſelf at thy Devotions Dot ; 
5 „To what End was Religion inflated, but to oo 
teach thee thy manifold Infirmities ; to remind 
thee of thy Weakneſs ; and to hey thee, that from 
Heaven alone thou art to hope for Good? Doth it 
ee tharthou are Dull ? Dokl it not w Wis 
Sem. en | DN) het thee, : 
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Angels are above thee : nor diſdain thy fellow In. 
' habitants of the Earth, for that they OO 
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dec deen n Aber And! 1 Why ben pa 
Behold Repentance, i i not built on Frailey ? 
| When thou giveſt an Oath, when thou ſweareſt 
thou wilt not deceive ; behold it ſpreadefh Shame up. 
on thy Face, and upon the Face of him that receiveth 
It. — Lean to be juſt, and Repentance ſhall be for- 
gotten — — learn to be honeſt, & Oaths are unneceſſary. 
E Tnconſtancy is powerful in the Heart of Man; 
Intemperance ſwayeth i it whether it will; Diſpair in- 
- groſfeth much of it; and Fear proclaimeth, Behold I 
| Gr unrivelled therein: but Vanity is above them all : 
Th which blindeth the, Eye, aud hidech the Heart of a 


Bigg. 


elf, then Others diſcover thee moſt plainly. 
MWeep not, therefore, at the Calamities of the 
buman State; rather laugh at its Follies. = “ In the 
Hands of a Man addicted to Vi anity, Life i is but the 
Shadow of a Dream. 1 


The Hero, che moſt 1 of human "= oct 
ters, what is he but the Bubble of his Weakneſs ? The 
Publick is unſtable and ungrateful ; why ſhould the. 
Man of Wiſdom endanger himſelf for Fools 7 


| e e ee er wn Clerk 
a a5 the Jeſſamine, which perceiveth not the Scent it 


gaſteth. around it; ſo is the Man who 1 gays. 


| rea, Others to take notceofii. oo «Ta 
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There is a Vi 0 e "Li, 1 
Lbeerſal Uſefulneſs than Humility; and yet none more 
difficult to be prałtiſed by a Man's ſelf, or to be 

rightly ſtated and defined to others. Pride grows up- 
on Men inſenſibly by imperceptible Degrees, and 
creeps-in un-noticed upon innumerable Occaſions, 
and veils itſelf often under an affefted Appearance 
even of Humility itſelf. For true Humility, as it is 
hard 30 flef ne, ſo it is not always eaſy to know when 
2 Manhasit: And whillt it is frequently deſcribed to 
be a Man's having in Appearance a meaner Opinion 
of himſelf , than it is poſſible for him to have in Re- 

_ ality; (for no Man can really think That of himſelf, | 
which he knows at the ſame Time not to be true 
of himſelf ) it happens, not uncommonly, that there 
may be great Pride, in a Man's pretending fo to think 
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1 er ee 
Jelt Reaſon to think of him; and that there inay be : 
wire anct truer Humility in Another, who without ei⸗ 

tber affected Humility of real Pr rids, fo thinks of him- 

elf as he ought to think, and fo behaves bimſelf as „ 
becomes his proper Station and Im ron 
Wurd For true Humility confiſts, not in Imagi - | CE 
wongbut in Action; not in Men's appearing to tl „„ 
il of thetaſetves, but it n behaving | themſelves wel; it F 
Gnliſts in carrying themſelves ut | 
formance of their preſent Duty, not alſuming ER SEND 
23 en ee vr ng us „ 
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in m the World.” This is the Beluviour x 
of True Mas 116 10 Method, Which, in the Na- 
tare of Things, in the Judgment of the” Wiſeſt Men 
and hy the Appointment of God himſelf, leads modeſt — 
ryrontyayaikig or - 7 
. mall follow 
the. Su rene, de ing HOW: wn Vue „„ 
Furt. The Naa and EUs of — ee "2 . 
condly oper Motives and Inducements ) ö˙ 
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Firſt, No Part of: His $ubjead is 8 
| in itſelf, or more needs to be conſidered than This of 


a true Notion of it. — It is for Want of ſuch a plain 


und particular Repreſentation, that general Exhorta - 
tions upon the Point are of ſo little Effect, that ſo 
many 8 Obſervations have. been offered upon 


i in Speculation, and ſo many diſguiſed Appearances 
bave paſſed, and ſometimes falſe Imputations been 
Charged, on it in Practice. It is thro Want of a juſt; 


' Notion of it that we ſo often miſtake our own Pride 
for that of others, that ſome are proud of being hum 


= ble, and others thro wrong Affectation have rendered 
boch the ee e ee eee ee 


temptible, and expoſed i it to the, 


Y and witty Scoffers, 


To obviate all theſe OY and Viola 


tions of it, to inculcate the real Notion of Humility,, 


and to enforce the real Praftice . din ae 
it in theſe three Views [viz]. - 


As it reſpetts our Duty 10 God; 3 On- 


: ſelves ; - and influences our Condut towards 


In each of which there are, — agdrr veg | 


. frequent Abuſes: The Extremes are to be avoided. - : 


And, — Firſt, Of the Effects which. aan, 


£2 Produceth towards God. 
| An God is mon d boly and that we ago 
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| Hianenecven the nirp tal of sf an Truths which 
ane ue de Arni impreſſed in us. But here we. 
mer em woe abjeft an Opinion of 5 an 
dee 10 God 166 ſevere and inexorable Aufterity, ' 7 
; Tha: God requires Wes thine . tat 8 nd tak 
ie will not ſhrink- from it, are Notions that have, 
in a greater or Eller Denke polſelſed-the' Minds of 


| petition and uncommanded Aung Ng 
This is not not Hümility; ; but 7 Aeg Fes 
and religo Melancholy. True and rational Hu- 
mility, as it influences our Behaviour towards our - 
"Maker, produces a religious Awe, and baniſhes fre. 
ption, Careleſſneſs, and Vain- glory. 
The humble Perſon, {conſidering the PerſeAions of” 
0 Gi d, n em with us own.  Inmperfec., 
Submiſſion, ela Code ny and hs 
on Unworthineſs ; and, conſequently 3 receives all 


my from Him with Reſignation ; His Favours wich 
due Thankfulneſs and Gratitude, and Fs Fro 
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| Secondly, Humility; as it relates 70 Cr own 1 
Thoughts and Judgments, and is confined to Our- 1 
N requires that we. ſhould entertain no beuer 
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On Humiſy. Pun,” "> 

[ rfelves than we deſerve j and not 0 
£ pulſed up with Pride, or Self-conceit in any Reſpect 
: | y.to a eee ee 
| of.qurſelyes. ( Seer Bn tl 
| Tb > jd 10 url ad ſeverely Ser eis, A 


N i be e Aft of Harility7 becauſe "there 
abe no Vinue in Miſtake and: Ignorance. —Otily, 
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"te It . ale Humility, to have low. derogatory Thomghidbe 
: 5 3 Nature i in general, as if j it mere enticely and eſſentially corrupt, 
1 


without any Mixture of 'Goodneſs; True Humility chieſly teacheth 

unto have low Notions of thoſe perſona] Differences which «diſtinguiſh 

one Man from another. Man ought to reverence himſelf, as a-Being 

| | | capable of Knowledge ; Virtue, and everlaſting Happineſs ; but then 

* 2 5 he becomes hlamable when he is elate upon the Actount of acciden- 

j 1 "I Differences ; if, beiog a Man of large Compaſa of Thought and 

d deep Penetration , he ſhall deſpile another becauſe he is of a duller 

= 1  ApprebenGao ;; lorgetring that when this earthly Tabernacle ſhall be 
5 | Giſſulved, and the Mind enlarged , they vill both of them be upon an 

| equal Foot: when that Koowledge which © is in Part ſhall be done a- 

way , and that which 7) perfect i is come, 3 a Nan of the dulleſt Appres 

benſion will pe: haps be in a Moment wiſer than the greateſt Profici= 
ent, a attes 3 Lite. laid out in paintul Reſearches, can be here; -: 3 

80 little Reaſon i is there to lay great Strels upon thoſe e 

gs I | Differences, which diſtinguilk one Man from afother z at the lan 

Aue that it is Ingrstit uche to God, as ba wi prom. 00. 
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— Beste es comet den by forting - 
the Mind ſomewhat towards the contrary Way, and 
| frequently td review aur Failings, and the inanyiCauſes | 
which we ee Oe 


Thoughts, «+ 


20 ur Maliertach conired: 3 Gifts, 
" which we cannot value too much, as long as we ac 
© knowledge them to come from Him, and endeavour 
to uſe them rightly; and it ſhews Ingratitude and'It 
- Kature to leſſen and undervalue the Benefits which we 
receive from our Friends: And, to beh On 
- Manes eee, Cod is Gil wines eee 

* Polims week ant Glcndls Orbiwdtoarbi, 
"as pardeadis; e es Nature in general, cannot 
de ſound Judgment, Modeſty, or Goodneſs of any 
Sort; but Error, and "Ignorance, Malevolence, and 
Dan of eee e 

- They whd have tos mean an Opition of their owe 
| Abilaies, and faney chemſelves to be uſeleſs, do many 


; Wages nw 4 YET and dare, E 


; PERS: > Yo 51 . „ Av, ges Tit 6 1 . 
5 A total Self-loathing i is as great a Fault , asa clear a . 8 


delten ing; ; it deadens all the Powers of the Soul , and finks it aro a 
| Bate of Ina Won. ET cobibet Fires Jngeniumqud Puder. 


8 There is « Medium berneen a jutt Senle of our Abillties and an 


nam Opinion of them. le Former is of admirable Service to 
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W On Humility: 


Ran things, in vhich they are capable of eee, 
und whick they ought to perſorm. x 


„This Behaviour ariſes more Sky! — a a 


5 Melanchohy, chan from Humility. — For, 
Humility, as it relates n 


are to form toncerning ourſelves, is a due Senſe of 


our Imperſections; of thoſe: which are common to 


Deen of hel eee 
n. IS rf i n Ms PIT 7 
„ Tbe In p. eee Mues Nature ne 
theſe, [vie] Morality, occaſioned! by Sin, and all the 
evil Conſequences attending it, as Weakneſs and 
Frailty, Diſorders & Diſeaſes of the Body, which, as 
ii is united to ihe Soul, hath a great Influence upon 
its Operations, and oſten proves an 1 


its Progreſs in Wiſdom and Goodneſs: * 
A ſtrong Propenſity to Evil more than to Good, 


5 perd, delay A1 toi & of oye Talents with u which God hath 

1 intruſted us, will give Liſe and Spirit to our Undertakings , and be a 
powerful Motive to thaſe Actions, which may make us truly glorious. | 
_ Modeſty and Diſcretion will be. 3 Bar to thoſe Attempts , : which, be- | 


Above our Sphere, may make us ridiculous, 


1 ; {gb N 


Thus do theſe Iwo ad i in Concert, and while the former pi prompts X 
us to diſplay ourſelvey , , the latter prevents“ us from Expoſure. The 


8 Flame will aſpire upwards, hut it will be with Trembling, -. 


We ſhould never alſeat merely to pleale, for That betrays A teres 
4 Miad; 5 nor 8 to rex, tor That argues an eee 


. * 5 4 


5 e wh „ ot 


8 8 * FS "ThE 6) — 4 


8 A n 


s, s, either in E or Knowledge, 5 which * | 
ire inferior to our Brethren around us. 1 | 
To be ſenſible. of theſe Weakneſſes and Faults i is 
| Humility, as it. reſpebts ourſelves; and to leſſen ane 
over-look them, is Pride and Preſumption. ( 

In a Word, the Dignity of our Nature and Endo. 


ments, when duly ated and underſtood. tho it is no 


Motive to Pride and Preſumption, is yet a juſt Ar. 
e e un. | 


L "_ The greed 3 Condi: 8 
Sight ot God, an innocent Perſon ; and the innocent Perion lubmit- 
ting involuntarily to moral Weakneſſes and Iufirmities, doth not, 
the Sight of God, (who knows whereof he is made, ) forfeit his Ins- 
cefice, — But till, Fueſe Infirmities ,thothey are not heinous in their = 
Nature, heinz tuch as the belt Chriſtians will be often liable to; nor 
wilful in the Commiſſion. of them, being ſuch as have eſcaped, the 
ria Guard he hath always had over himſelf againſt them; yet, being 


alb of them Departures from the Rule of Duty, which he endeavours 
pun Aually to perform ; & Defects of that Perfect ĩon, which he onght 


always to aim at and purſue 3 and, in a certain Degree, offenſive td 
Gdd. . who is of parer Eyes than to bebold'any Taiquity,” they be- 


come Matter of Humiliation and Repentance; make him ſenſible of hi 
own 0, Weakneſs 3 and Inſulgciency to do any thing good of himſelf, pd 
point out to him the Neceſſity of his Dependance upon God, both or. 1 
the Fürgiveneſe of theſe Inſtances of kis Frsilty, and for the divine 


Afftzrice for his ſincere Eadeayours atrer greater Fee Kt, the | | 


Time to come. Fog ö ED un. CLEXXVIL, | > "ng 1 
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ſuitable . Praftices.g.and. a proper Prefervative. from 


| Vaſe and degrading Vices. A proper Senſe and Re, 


cognition of the Bleſſings we enjoy are neceſſary like- 


| viſe to. excite a due "Thankfulneſs to the Author of 


» and we cannot be grateful, as we ought to be, 


to the Providence that beſtows them , unleſs we are 


dilly ſenſible of every Privilege and Perfeftion be- 


ſtowed upon us. Indeed, even a right and true Senſe 
of our own good Uſe and Application of them is ne- 
ceſſary to yield the Satisfaction of a good Conſcience, 
W hich is Part of the Reward of paſt Virtues, and a 
| a Encouragement to the like in future. PEE EN 
ob Tue higheſt Opinion, then, which is conſiſtent Sid 
Truth, i is not forbidden under the Notion of this Vir- 
miue: There is no Sin or Danger in believing ourſelves 
| Jo be what we really are. — Indeed, This is the very 
- Temper, and the very Rule preſcribed us by the A- 
| poſtle ; 4 judging of ourſelves according as God hath | 
de to every Man the Meaſure of Faith,” (Le) ace 
bf, LE - cording to the Gifts, whether ordinary or extraor- , 
— _ dinary, which Providence 15 5 „ 
va, SORES. . 
= 80 | FINE CEDAR Nate af Haney, eo | 
. e ee thoſe Perfeftions and Ex. 
PEP e 
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our D into imaginary Pe 


Nature of i. : TS Hy 

wich we "Have; S aſcribing 1 5 
onti Sufficiency J what is at beſt no more than the 
 Bouinty*6E Heavens'---* e 
Ire rin of theſe is no -acommon lies of 


Pride, and implies indeed as much Folly as Sin in 
toe Nodoa of it; when Self. love works ſo powerful · 


1 Wn e FAITE; #4 


h on us as' to hide our Infirmities, to heighten our 


 Excellencies without any Foundation , or- even t 


{He Do we not ſee, even when ron n Pride and Self. 
1bve have leaſt blinded us, many glorying in things 
vhich they have not, priding themſelves in Perſeftions: 
_ which they want; and triumphing in Excell 


which have not the leaſt Foundation either in' dba | 
Nature or Attainments? To this Kind of Pride the 


_ Apoſtle alludes, when he ſays emphatically - If any _ 


Mas tinketh himſelf 10 be ſomething, when he is no- 
ding he deceiveth himſelf.” — 


Je may indeed and 
n does thus deceive himſelf, but has rarely the like 


: "Succeſs of impoling, on the reſt of the- Work; whins | 
ne uſually quick-ſighted enough to diſcern, and teac 


enough to expoſẽ and cenſure ſuch falſe Preten 


771 7 W as on this Account that the "Ancients ſo much 


| filed on the Knowledge of Non The Ig. 
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proper Pexſeftions, as the fue Pre, 


ſamption of imaginary ones. Men always knew how 
much they poſſeſſed; but they: would. enk 
eve how little, 


OY This is the Point which AED — — ae re 
i @nd which the Goſpel has fo particularly inſiſted on. 
Re As to the Effekts which Humility produceth in our 
Bebaviour towards Men, here alſo the ſame Diſtinc- 


tion is to be obſerved, bee 


| -_— Humility which ought to be avoided. . - 
Thus ſome ſpeak contemptibly of themſelves, 1 


5 pretend Ignorance where they are well ſkilled ; and 
pay a ſervile Deſerence to the Opinions and Direc- 


tions of others Wer ee e 


* V 


wy That PPE TE. 5 unlimited 8 3 nbc 
- e Occaſion, falls in «ith the Opinions and Manners of Others, 
and ſub uite, without Struggle, to every Encroachment of the Viehens 


av 43%, os 8 BK 


the Parent of many Vices, and is debirudive of general r 


Order. It 0certbrows all Sceadineſs of Principle; and produces that 
| ay Sen with the World, which taints the whole CR 


Qui tacei, conſantire videtur. 


2 des Flattery and indiſcriminate Aſſentation degrade, » ns woch 
einen Contracicion and noiſy Debate diſguſt : but a mo- 
deftcAﬀertion ods . 


* eee 55 u 
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Naum ek. a” 
—— ei Reef of this ns 
e Oy 


N Wr be Oates not is cada Oyiigh Lien ws 


ink it Jak; Dur ve fionld moteſtly propoſe our Reaſns , that „ that 


_ bs 'yied two ut, muy to it uni turbed. An honeſt Haug tine of 


Mind; which ſcorns td Hoop betois "the becoming bitter of humas 
Nature, is the. Spring of of honeſt and bonourable Undertakings.. _ 


* % 


% We "muſt not, therefore, have an iofpid Complilance for all thag 


Others | fay, and indifferently applaud without Diſtindion. Diverſity 5 
of Opinion j ie 3 ne to es Converſation & heighten | 


man Manners, always BS; | 


Lmproven ent. 13 
In th : preſent corrupted State ot 
bet! and t to comply, i is the very vorſt Maxim ve gan adopt. It is 18 
poſſible to ſupport the Purity and Dignity, of Chriſtian Morals 4 — 


- out oppaſing the World on numberleſs Occaſions, — That Humility, 


therefore, , "which: belongs to Virtue , is to be carefully diſtinguiſh 
ſrom the mean Spirit of Cowards „ and the fawging A ent of 'Sycc 


3 


phants. It renounces no Juſt Right from Fear, It gives up no impors n 


tant Truth from Flattery, — ft is, indeed, not only confiftent with 4 


firm Mind, but neceſſarily requires a manly Spirit, and a fixed Prins 
eiple, in Order to give it any real Value: and only ſtands oppoſed 


| to Harſhneſs and ae ee er F eee Violence and 
eee 4 KI 
4 . » Man ought to refpeRt himlelG, (ie) big FS 
| Reaſon , that. r-commends an honeſt Boldneſs, and forbids a ſervile 
Fear, which is a Kind of Licence Means ee nt 


# 


no See and Conſideration for it. * 


That no Hurt comes by Silence, is a wrong Aﬀertion 5 where 


: 33 ſpeak, here it is certainly ill to be denk. rn. 
- «Refrain not thy Tongue to ſpeak when ea todo 
Good, and hide not thy Wildom in her Beauty i' for by Speech WIE 
1 known, and Learning hy the Word of the Tongue. 
Make not thyſelf an Under ling to a fooliſh Man; neither ac< 
tape tie Perion of the Mighty: for there is that e his own. - 
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N < Wiſdom inis kid + and T WEE Fob Ups 
What 3 them both? If thereforg thou haſt Underſtan · 
ding, anſwer thy Neighbour z if not, lay thy Hand upon thy Mouth. 


: Fla e eee ee ee 
| iſdom. — Ina Word, ; 


$ ven 


The Sauavittr in Made, * would e 

timid Compliſance and Paſſiveneſa, if not ſupported and digni- 

fied 27, the Forliter i in Rez which, would alſo run into Impetuoſity and 

Fierceneſs , if not tempered & ſoltened by the Suavitdr is Mode how- 
ever, ſeldom they are united. 


| | -, and thinks to carry all before him by the latter, He mays 
poilibly, by great Accident, now and then ſucceed, when he has only 
peak. and timid People to deal with ; but his general Fate will be , to 
5 ſhock aud offend, to be hated and fail. On the other Hand, 


he cuuning crafty Man thinks to gaia all his Ends. by the ſows | 
. mer oaly;; he t becomes all things to all Men; he ſeems to have no 
Opinion of his own, but ſervilely adopts the preſent Opinion of the 


preſent Perſon he iaſinuates himſelf only into the Eſteem of Fools z 

bat is ſoon detected, and as ſurely deſpiled. The Wiſe Man, (who 

differs as much from the cunning , eee ee Many) _ 

EO One with the Other. | <R 

If you are in Authority , rae as 

| ph delivered with Gentleneſs, will he willingly, c Fally and 
| eonſequently well obeyed; whereas, if given only in Harneſs, (i.e) 
© brurally, they will rather be interpreted than executed. th 
A cool fteady Reſolution hauld ſhow that where you bis a Right 

to command, you will be obeyed ; but at the fame Time, a Gentleneſs 


in the Manner of enforcing that Obedience, ſhould make it a cbeerful . 


bone, and often, as much as poilible, the mortity ing Conſciouſneſs of 
J/%%% my ß 


. 
* 


4 2 Ps / 4. _— * 
e ST * 


„The warm cboleric Man, with firong animal Spirits, deſpiles the | 
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CLARET oof 
| Sin Eat or even to Gi It your a. You 
math; de it in Ggntleneſe, br you will give:thoſe, who have a NMibd to 
aſe e you either, 8 Pretence to do it, by reſenting the Manner. ; bug, 
on the other Hand, you muſt, by a Ready Perſeveratice and decent The 
 naciduſnets; Mom the Firmneis of your Mind in it. In ort, 5 
7, This Proceyt it the coly. Way ot beins loved without deing de- 
(piſed, and feared without being hated, It conſtitutes the Dignity of 
Character, which every wiſe Man maſt eadeayour ro eſtabliſh, * 


- 363 u, therefors, yon bad that you have a Haſtineſsin your Temper, 


which uagoardedly breaks out into jndifereet Sallies . or ropgh Er- 
pielſſous , to either your Superiors, your Equals,, or your Inferiors, 
Wich it narrowly, chek · ĩt carefully, call Gent leneſs to your Aſſiſt- 
gace ; Atthe fit Impulſe of Paſſion” be. ſleat , til you can be ſoft. 
kabour even to get the Command of your Countenance ſo well, that 
thoſe Emotions may not be read in it: a moſt * Adoan- 
tage in Buſineſs! — On the other Hand ' 
Let no Compliſance, no Gentleneſs of Temper, no weak Deſire or 

lng on your Part , nor wheedling Flattery from another, maks 
you reeede from any Point that Reaſon and Prudence have bid von 
guirſue; bot return to the Charge, perſiſt, perſevere, and you will find ET 
wot things attainable , that are poſſible; + A yielding timid Meekneſy 
in il ways abuſed and inſulted by the unjuſt & unfeeling ; But Meeks, 
neſs, when ſuſtained by Firmneſs of Mind, is always reſpected, come, 

wonly ſucceſsful, In your Friendſhips and Connections, as well as in, _ 

ur Enwitics, this Rule is particularly uſeful : Let your Firmneſs * | 
— invite and preſerve Attatchments to you; hut at the ſame. 

ime, let your Manner hinder the Enemies of your Friends and De. 
peadants from becoming your's : Let your Enemies be diſarmed by 
Gentleneis of your Manner; but let them feel, at the ſame Fime, 
; Steadineſs of your juſt enen for there is a great Differe mes 
No tween bearing Malice » hich is always ungenerous, and a reſdluts, 
| Kelf-detence, which is always prudence e In a, Word. 
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Kot pry dee i fancy themſelves to be humble, 
rn. | 
In ſuch a ConduR there may be no Humility nor 
KMotelty; but Hypocriſy, Affectation, and Meanneſs 
of Spirit, mixed with Pride and Vanity. ns Now, 
Inſtead of an unmanly Contempt and Difregard of 
ourſelves, with an abje Fear and blind Reverence of 
ethers, (which is one Extreme ;) and a proud, conceit- 


f On GRE, (If, 


7 * 

* * 

* #2 c true 
0 ws * * o * 
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* 25 


3 We may be humble, without Ser vility. e 


Why Non exornat Funonem 7 office Pelle Caprinã. 
Frallit enim Vitium, Specie Virtutis et Umbra, 


Cum fit nis Habits, Vultique, ale fee. 


3 ( 9 * e e the Charter of bete 
8 Men, from a modeſt Outũde, and Negligence of Garb, a 


condeicendiag Carriage , & lowly Speeches z while God, who ſearches 
the Heart, may ſec Pride reigning there under theſe Diſguiſes ; and 

that ſuch plauſidle Appearances are intended to ſupport a haughty & 
over-bearing Heart, To live above our Station, ſhows a proud Hearts 
-and to live.under it, ieee narrow 1 See the latter Fark of 


ie of the peut. N 


4) Tho Ct hawk . 8 
e for many wonderful Appearances in Nature, yet it is an Evie 

| gence of ſmall Judgment, to be ck in any thing, 15 the Knows, 
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- *Gentleneſs of Manners, with Firmneſs of Mind, is x bert, but 
| full Deſcription of human Perfection on this Side of moral *. 
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wa” Hicallity proceeds always addin 9 decent 
4 in that eee in which it hath anden 
cal us.” G But. 
Becauſe the Circumſtances of Men are infinitely | 
various; and the Practice of every moral Virtue, is 
dverſifyed in as many different Manners, as the Cir- 
4 cumſtances of the Caſe wherein it is to be exerciſed ; 
: therefore either general Rules cannot be given at all, 
„ dr, if they be, yet commonly they are but of ſmall 
. Uſe, becauſe they are loſt in the endleſs Diverſity of © 
* the Application. On the other Hand, Particular 
. Rules for every ſingle Caſe, are as impoſſible to be 
4 faid down ; becauſe their Number would wholly con- 
found the Memory, and ſo become incapable of being 
applied at all. The middle and moſt uſeful Way, 
therefore, is to mention the principal Heads only; 
which, being few, are eaſy to be remembered; and 
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The we may he never fo clear in our e yet it ewt 
yielding Sweetneſs of Temper and a moſt agreeable Condeſoenſion, | 
ta ſpeak with Doubt ; but never to ſhow Confidence in arguing vun- 
leſs to ſuppbꝰt the Seaſe of another. — Sometimes, in Converſation, | 
we may ehuſe to ve lem knowing, - to be more oblidging „and to be f 
on a Level with others, rather than opprets them with a Superiority ok 
Genius. — The well bred Man's doubtful Way of ſpeaking , does. 
;t proceed from Uncertainty ia his Opinion, but from Gaod-natu 
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25 On Humility. / | 
chuſe Companions and Dreſs of the loweſt Sort; 0 
and would therefore fancy themſelves to be humble, 
n be accounted ſo by the World. — But : 
In ſucha ConduRt there may be no Humility nor 
Moiſt; ; but Hypocriſy, Affectation, and Meanneſs 
of Spirit, mixed with Pride and Vanity. (f) — Now, 
N Inſtead of an unmanly Contempt and Difregard of 
Gurſelves, with an abje&t Fear and blind Reverence of 
. mthers, (which is one Extreme ;) and a proud, conceit- 
ea, ROY Inſolence, n Le, 


ned Hon at . bei but 
x full eee human Perfection on this Side of moral and teli- 


gious Duties. We may be humble, without Ser vility. Ls 


6 Non exornat Faungnem en. e Pelle Caprind.. 1 
Fallit enim Vitium, Specie Virtutis et Umbra, 


| Cum ft trifle Habits, Pulte, 7 
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Z (70 i. is poſſible that we may abtals the Charater of bumble” 


f WO with Men, from a modeſt Outſide, and Negligence of Garb, a' 
condeſcending Carriage, & lowly Speeches ; while God, who ſearches 
the Heart, may ſee Pride reigning there under theſe Diſguiſes ; and 
that ſuch plauſivle Appearances are. intended to ſupport a haughty & 
| over- bearing Heart; To live above our Station, ſhows a proud Heart 
-and to libe under it, dilcavers a narrow 19 1255 bee the ler Fart of 


"— 150 of the Spebtator. | OAH. 
- ee of rode Wk, wo giv ingnion 


Racks for many wonderful Appearances in Nature, yet it is an Evie ; 


gence of ſmall Judgment, to be 1 in any thing, 221 the Knows, 
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une Wiatey Pee always lem and decent 

* in that State of in which it hath PT OB 
4 us. * But, 

-- Becauſe the roms of Men are infinitely 
| various; and che Practice of every moral Virtue, is 
diverſifyed in as many different Manners, as the Cir- „ 
cumſtances of the Caſe wherein it is to be exerciſed ; | 
therefore either general Rules cannot be given at all, 
br, if they be, yet commonly they are but of ſmall 
Uſe, becauſe they are loſt in the endleſs Diverſity of 
the Application. On the other Hand, Particular 
Rules for every fingle Caſe, are as impollible 1 to be 
faid down ; becauſe their Number would wholly con- 
found the Memory, and ſo become incapable of = 
applied at all. The middle and moſt uſeful Way, 
therefore, is to mention the principal Heads only; 
which, being few, are eaſy to be remembered; 165 
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Eaſe be chen reduced in Prafiice. — In Order 

therefore to explain diſtinetiy and intelligi ibly, what 

true Humility is; it may be proper 2 conſider it, 

fut with Regard to the Perſons towards whom it is 

to be exerciſed; And 2dly, with Regard to. the 

Things, es. thoſe Perſons BR. . 
Bo ' OT 


"The Perſons, in « our Be e 8 $04 


3 of Humility is to be exereiſed, are either 


Superiors, Equals, or Inferiors: and the Things 


wherein theſe ſeveral Perſons differ principal pally from 
_ each other, are either their Civil Stations in the 


World, their different Natural 1 or their 
| Religious Improvements. - — And, . 


7ſt. With Regard 10 Superiors i in = rg true 
8 conſiſts, in paying them cheerfully and rea- 


2 all due Honour and Reſpect, in thoſe particular 


s wherein they are our Superiors, noti 


on ours. More particularly, with Re- 


5 Send 40 Superiors i in Civil Stations in the World, true 


Humſlity conſiſts, in obeying them willingly in 1 
- thiogs juſt and lawful; in ſubmitting to the Authos.. 
rity even of the froward and unworthy ; in not de- 
 Jpifng their Perſons, expoſing their Weakneſs, or In- 


ene e e BtiNe' that (nn of Us. 
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Andes ens Abilides, 


plies, might; in higher Su- 


bons, and eee find Difficulties we 


ue not at preſent aware of; and very poffibly not bs 


able to ſurmount, or at leaſt not find Means to avoid, 
Cen rently BREE CAE IEe | 
ar of our ene 1 


- With Regard to Superior in OWE Abies 


true Humility conſiſts, not in ſubmitting our Under- 
*ftandings to them blindly and implicitly, but in being 
ling and defirons to be inſtrutted and informed by 


them ; in not envying them the Advantages God hath 


contrary, rejoicing at their being preferred or honour. 


ed, * of their true mts 


rs Aon LN 
With — 10 Siapiricts in Religious lep 


th Humility conſiſts likewiſe, in rejoicing 0 


ſe the Practice of Virtue , and the Adva 


of che Kingdom of God upoh Earth; not grieviug,' | 


but taking Pleaſtre, to find ſuch Perfons eſteemed 


highly in the World, and propoſing them to ourſelves - 


as Examples and Patterns for our Imitation. a 


This is che Virtue of Humility, 3 in our Behaviour : = 
| cowards Superiors of all Kinds. — But, N 


adh, Towardsour Beckman Humility con conſi 
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| | "Saviour ſtill more largely and diſtinQly recom! 


3 6 
and contemptibly of ourſelves, (for ſuch Pretenſions 
are often very conſiſtent wich great Pride,) but in 
patiently permitting our Equals, (when it ſhall fo 
ee ee eee ee 
ſelves injured when others but of equal Merit chance 
to be more eſteemed; but, on the contrary, rather ſuſ- 
petting that we judge 100 favourably of ourſelves, and 
therefore modeſtly deſiring that thoſe who are reputed. 
qponthe Level whhus.s Tea SEVER RG BR 
rather a greater Reſpect. 
„%%% „„ 
_ &be kindly affectioned one to another, with brotherly 
Ive, in Honourpreferring one another.” It is what 
the Wiſe Man had long before exhorted to, - « Put 
not forth thyſelf in the Preſence of the King, and 
| Rand nat in the Place of Great Men; for better is it, 
that it be faid unto thee, Come up hither; than that 
_ thou ſhouldſt be put lower in the Preſence of the 
Prince whom thine Eyes have ſcen. It is what our 


| when « He put forth the Parable to thoſe which 


| F 
3 Rooms; ſaying unte them, When thou art bidden of, 


ay Man to a Weiding,” (and the Caſe is the ſame 
1 eee, eee 
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But when thou art bidden, 80 and fit down in th 

loweſt Room; that when he that bad thee cometh, he 
may ſay unto thee, Friend, go up higher; Then ſhalt 
(ton hve Wor in he Preſence of den tub a 
Meat with thee.” — But further, VVV 
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* True Humility with Regard to our Equals, eo 


if not very unreaſonable, yet otherwiſe ſuch a 


in our own Judgment we. ſhould not chuſe or think, 


- beſt of. (I beleech you, chat ye walk worthy of the. 


| Vocation wherewith ye are called; with all Lowlineſs, 
and Meckneſs, with Long-ſuffering , forbearing c on 


another in Love; endeavouring to keep the Unity of 5 


the Spirit in the Bond of Peace: - For unto 


one af us is given Grace, according to the Meaſure df 


the Gift of Chriſt; (i.e) Men have different Judge-' 
ments, different Inclinations, different Gifts and Ta. 
— from. God, divided to every One ſeverally as he 


eee therefore, to prevent Confuſion, bee 


Men otherwiſe are Equals, the Duty of Humility re-* 


1 willingly ſubmitting , for Peace. Sake, to many, 5 
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E putling on, as the Eleft of God, Bovels of Mer. 

cies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs' of Mind, Meckneſs, 
Long-ſuffering ; eee another, and forgiving 
one another ; - and above all theſe things, putting on 
— Charity, which is the Bond of Perfeftneſs ;” Charity, 


(i.e) mutual Love and an affeftionate Deſire of Peace 
and Agreement; for ſo it is explained in the Words 
immediately following; < and let the Peace of God 


rule in your Hearts, to which ye are alſo called in one 


Body.” The like Expreſſion we find in the Text, 
where the « Younger” are not only direQed to ( ſub- 
mit themſelves unto the Elder: but, ALL of you 


be ſubje@ one to another, and be cloathed with Hu- 


mility.” And in Ephe. Submit yourſelves one to a- 


| nother in the Fear of God” This is the Character 


of true W in our Behaviour towards our 


3 With Requeld to our m , Hande 


confits, in aſſuming to ourſelves no more than the 


Difference of Men's Circumſtances, and the Perfor- 

. mance of their reſpeſtive Duties, for preſerving he 
| Regularity and good Order of the World, neceſſarily 

requires. Particularly, towards Inferiors in Civil 

Stations in the World, the Humility of a Governor 

_  conliſts, nat in making his Authority deſpicable and 

ſubjekt to Contempt, but in exerciſing it ſo, as ta 
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na 5 h 
Se char be & ö pult up with Il ve or Power 
ind Dominic, but looks upon it i 8 Ta omni 


ted to him, for the Benefit of thoſe who tre placed un- 


der his Inſpection. ids, Without inulin - 
he reproves, wich Meekneſs; he phtiiſhes wnwilli rigly, 
and never 2 ppowed, d nas er Pity aud Com; | 


; a3; andlon © ff ie . 1 8 
wiesel in 2 A Ade 870 
cidental Advantages in the Word, fuch as Learni earning | 


and Knowledge, Riches , Plenty, and the like; Hy: 
mility conſiſts, in not deſpiſing aud contemning th 

upon whom God has been pleaſed to beſtow Let 
Talents; but on the contraty if confi dering, that pot- 
bbly they have ſome other Gifts, which may be want- | 
ing in us; and in being willing to communicate td 
them, the Advaritages we injoy ; that They may be the - 
ne ene ene RARE I bleſfect Vs; 


Tube tue Hunility of à licht Man conſiſts, not 
im rening kimſeff with the Poor, But in being will. 


ing to aſſiſt them by relieving their Neceſſities: not | 
in-confounding the Diſtinctions of Men's Condition, Eh 


which! Goff and Natare has eſtabliſhed; but in indea:- 
vonring'ts make the Condition of the Maniſh, 5 9 


| and ſupportable to themſelves. | FO, 1 


"Andi n like Manner, the w due Humility 1 7 rec, ; 
d with more Learning ar and Knowledge 
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| others, does not conſiſt in making a Show of being 
Ignorant, (which may be a conceited Vanity or fooliſh 
| Aſfectation 3) but it conſiſts in being willing to 
communicate what "they. know , and.in fincerely deſi - 
ring chat all Others might attain the ſame Knowledge 
with themſelves: after the Example of Maſes, who, in- 
ſtead of becoming haughty and inſolent thro the Mul- 
utude of Revelations where with God had been pleaſed 
to honour him; and inſtead of diſcouraging others 
from ſecking after the like Knowledge ; on the contra- 
ry declared publickly , = 4 Would God chat ALL the 
Lord's People were Prophets, en the Lagk 
ö would put his Spirit upon them 
.. Laſtly, Towards our. Inferiors e ths 
igious Improvements, true Humility conſiſts, in be- 
ing rightly ſenſible of our own many Infirmities, even 
thoſe of Us who may be apt to imagine ourſelves to 
have made the greateſt Improvements ; and in being 
| faxcerely ſollicitous, for the Welfare, and the Salva - 
tion of All Men; „ Let nothing be done through 
OM Strife or Vain-glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mind let 
- each one eſteem. other better than themſelves; Look, 
not every Man on his own things, but every Man alſo, | 
on the things of Others.” „ 
It conſiſts, in indeavouring t to ee Men to- 
- wards NOS by Meckneſs rather than * Powers 
Jjeſus 
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Piety than eber: . Alf their Works/'they de, (ſays | 8 ; 
our Saviour, ſpeaking of the proud Phariſees) that bo Hg LD 
they may be ſeen of Men; they make broad their - „ 
| Philateries, and inlenge the Borders of their Gr. 

wens; and love the uppermoſt Rooms at Feaſt, ant 

the chief Seats in the Synagogues; and Greetings in 

the Markets, and to he called of Men, Rans,Rannte | 2 
but benot ye called Ran; for Une eee „ 
even Chriſt; & all ye are Rretirn ; and call no. Man „ 
yaur Father unos Earth ; for: One is your Father. 
which is in Heaven ; either be ye. called, Mater ::: 
e e ver Chal e „„ 
ſever. hall exie binde, ſhall be abuſed and be b * 
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„ e but condeſcend to Men of 
. 5 ou Ef Eſtate; be not wiſe 1 in your OWN. 10! üs. 0. 
It conſiſts in e Infirmities patient and 
5 1 Frowardneſs 3 * We then that are ſtrong, 
. ought to bear che Infirmities of the. Weak, and.gat.to 
„ pleaſe ourſelves; let every one of pk hisNnighe 
5 Hour, for his Good to Ediſicatian . 
VVA It conſiſts, in forbear ing 10, judge or deſpiſe thoſe 


VVV dat differ from us in Opinion . Let not him that 
2 deſpiſe: bim A, dots 25 Ie maghis 
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end preſumptuous Behaviot ere e 
„„ Mecknels night be prevailed upon to believe 1 Chriſt, 
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ere not to be Lords over Gods ee, but Ex. 1 5 4 
amples to the Flock.” | : . 5 r20l 


Laſtly, It conſiſts in uſing great Gendeneb, « even 
to thoſe who have offended ; 5 Brethren, if any Man 
be overtaken in a Fault, ye, which are ſpiritual, re- 
Kore ſuch a One in: che Spirit of Meekneſs, conſider- 
| "ing thyſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempted ;— In Meekneſs 
inſtrukting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God per- 

adventure would give them IR. to, the AS 
 knowledgement of the Truth.” - 
_ © Theſe are the CharaRters and FE oc "ws Hu- | 
mility, with Regard to our Inferiors i in Religious Im- : 
provements. And indeed, there are no Caſes, where- 
in the Prattice of Humility is more difficult or more 
intricate , than when Men are tempted to ſpiritual 
Pride, and to deſpiſe thoſe who are ſuppoſed. to be 
their Inferiors in religious Improvements. Which 
Vice inſinuating itſelf i into Men upon different Occa- 
ſions, and branching forch itſelf into many Inſtances,” . 
4 brief mentioning ſome of the principal of them, 
may aſſiſt us ſtill ſurther in ni ee the Nature | 
of the Duty before us. — And firſt, 6: 


There is a ſpiritual Pride in preſuming to fin, upon ; | 
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5 = he Senſe of the Virtues we are in other Reſpetis e en- 5 
Ve dued with. This was the Caſe of Uzziah King of 
Fah; of whom the Scripture N that «he did 
* Sm. CLXXXViIn. 


aces & 


So. 


=_ + + Ow Humility... 

' that which was right in the Sight of the Lord, accor- 
ding to all that his Father had done, and he ſought 
God in the Days of Zechariah, who had Underſtand- 

ing in the Viſions of God; - - - and God made him 

to proſper: -- But when he was ſtrong, his Heart 

was lifted up . 

againſt the Lord his God.” Ei 

_ The ſame was, in ſome Degree; the Caſe of He- 

zekiah, who having ſerved the Lord diligently, be- 

yond all that his Fathers had done; mo having. ber 

- accordingly bleſſed with great Proſperity ; yet, 

Length «he rendered not again e eee 

ee unto e 1. . eee 

13 5 And This js a Fault o incident even to otherviſe 

. e e Se. Paul declares even concerning 
2 - > himſelf, © Leſt I ſhould be exalted above Meaſure, 
4; deo the Adundance of the Revelations, there was gi- 
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. | Ly ven to me a Thorn in the Fleſh , (an Affliction,) the 
EX” : | a n of Sana bo buffet me, 15 1 ſhould be 8 
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"The: Duty of Humdicy i in | This Caſe, . in 

; being always fenſible of our Fallibility and our Dan- 
ger; in 4 working out our Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling;” even when we think we « ſtand ſureſt, 


e beings e Prophet 
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ia CTV 

Nawne of Hl. 29 
vat it) f poor and contrite e Spirit, and 
vembling at God's Word.” DE Ek 


- 2dly, There is a ſpiritual Pride of Vain-gory, in A 
affecting a publick Appearance of ſuch Actions, as in 
themſelves are good and commendable. This was 
the great | Fauk, of the Phariſees; who © loved to go 
in Long-clothing, and loved Salutations in the Market- 
places, and the chief Seats in the Synagogues, and 
the uppermoſt Rooms at Feaſts ; who when they gave 
their Alms, founded a Trumpet before them in the 
Synagogues and in the Streets, that they might have 


Glory of Men; and when they prayed, did it ſtand- 


ing in the Synagogues, and in the Corners of the 
Streets, that they might be ſeen of Men; and, when 
they faſted, put on a fad Countenance, and disfigured 
their Faces, that they might appear unto Men to faſt." 
In Oppoſition to This, true Humility conſiſts, in be- 
ing contented to let the World be ignorant of the par- 
vevlar good Works we do; in ſo diſpoſing our Alms, 2 
as. ( not to let our left Hand know what our right 

Hand does; and in avoiding all A ffectation, and pub- 
lick Boaſting of our own private Virtues. All which 
nevertheleſs, is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with that 
other Precept of our Saviour, of «letting our Light 
ſo ſhine before Men, that they may fee our good 
Works, and glorify our Father which is in Heaven * 


Ar Seim. enen that 


8 \ Humilty: 


that, on the contrary, there is no greater or more ef: 
 fetual Recommendation of Virtue, to the Imitation 
of reaſonable and well-diſpoſed Perſons , than when 
they find it * 
ütſelf. yo Again, : - 

Idly, There isa foirinaal Pride, of Men confidently 
juſtifying themſelves, and being wholly inſenſible of 
their own Failings, while they en 
judging and deſpiſing others. 
Of This our Saviour gives us a fun and particular 
Inſtance inthe « Parable which he ſpake unto certain 
_ which truſted in themſelves that they were righteous, 
and deſpiſed - others; — Two Men went up into the 
| Temple to pray; the One a Phariſee, and the Other 
2 Publican: The Phariſce ſtood and prayed thus with 
himſelf, God, I thank thee that I am not as other 
Men are, Extortioners , Unjuſt , Adulterers, or even 
as this Publican : I faſt twice in the Week, I give 
| Tyths of all that I poſſeſs: — And the Publican 
ſtanding afar off, would not lift up ſo much as his 
Eyes to Heaven, but {mote upon his Breaſt, ſaying, 
| God be merciful to me, a Sinner: I tell you, (ſays 
our Saviour,) this Man went down to his Houſe juſti- 
fied rather than the other ; for every One that exalt- 
ob W ſhall be . and be that bumbleth him- 


« 


e 


The ſame Sn of Pride is deſeribed by the Wiſe 
Man, 4 There is a Generation that are pure in their 


own, Eyes , and: ye ig not waſhed from their Filthi: | 


neſs; — There is a Generation, 'O: how loſty are their 
Eyes, and heir Eye ds are lifted up.” Again, by our 


Saviour, in St. Luke, „Ve are they which juſtify | 


| yourſelves befare: Men, but God knoweth ' your 
Hearts ; for that which is highly eſteemed of Men, is 
Abomination in the Sight of God.” — And by St; 
Paul; © We dare not make ourſelves of the Number, 


or compare ourſelves with ſome that commend- them- | 
lelves; but they meaſuring themſelves by themſel - 


and comparing themſelves amongſt themſelves, are 
wiſe: But We will not boaſt of things without our 
Meaſure; — For not he that commendeth himſelf is 
approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.” — hay 


in Gal. „ If a Man think himſelf to be ſomething, | 

vben be is nothing, he deceiveth himſelf.” - And a- 
gain, by our Saviour himſelf, in the Rey. “ Thou 

2. I am rich, and increaſed with Goods, and have . 


feed of nothing; and knoweſt not that thou art 


wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked” Large of ; a \CorrApe's , and e Stats 


of the Church: © 
The Humility bd te to This Sort of Pride, is 


71 


&f St. Paul, «1 knpw nothing by myſelf, yet am I 1 not. 
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fame Manner and Senſe as wicked Men ought to do; 
but that when they conſider the infinite Purity of God 


132 1 on Humility. '/ 


hereby ia iel z he he Sus jmdgth may is he Lond” 
And “ Not as though I had already attained, either 


| were already perſect; - but this One thing I do; for- 
getting thoſe things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto thoſe things which are before, I preſs to- 
wards the Mark, for the Prize of the high Calling of 
Sold in Chriſt Jeſus.” And that of Job, © If I juſ- 
tify myſelf, my own Mouth ſhall condemn me; - if I 
' ay, I am perfect, it ſhall alſo prove me perverſe; 
| Wherefore I abhor myſelf, "and repent in Duſt and 


Aſhes.” - The Meaning of all which, is; not that 
good Men ſhould ſpeak or think of themſelves, in the 


the Perfection of his Law they ſhould then hum- 
le themſelves in a deep Senſe of their own "oy 


5  Follics and Imperfeſtions. | 


4thly, There is all a further Degree of ſpiritual 


Pride, in pretending to MErT at the Hands of God. 


In Oppoſition to which , Humility conſiſts in that 


ENTS. Diſpoſition of Mind ; which is recorded of the good 
Centurion, Lord, I am not worthy,” (1 have no 
= Claim, no Pretence to expełt,) that thou ſhouldſt 

come under my Roof: wherefore neither thought I 
Wer. worthy to come unto. thee ; but 55 the 
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' Favour, of being made the Apoſtle 
Aud in like Miner of Abraham, 1 have taken ups 
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St. Pau, „ Uns me, whoih leis thin the leakt of 


all Saints , is de See given,” The Expreſſion i 


 byperbolical ; hut the Meaning is, thit be Hd Hot any 


the lea Chim 6 Right or Deſert to that 
ts the Gentileb. 


on me to ſpeak unto the Lord ; which am but Duft 
avid Aſhes,” And of Jacob, 4 1 anti tidt wetthy of 
the leaſt of all thy Mercies.” And accordingly out 
Saviour direfts hib Diſciples ; + When ye ſhall have 


we are unprofitable Servanus ; we have done Galy that 


tac there is © Fault even in the contrary Extreme; a 


pretended Humility , in imagining , that as we cannot. | 
merit, ſo neither are we able to do any thing , , but 
muſt leave the Grace of God to do Ali for us: w 


Opinion, does as effectually deftroy Religion in on 


Extfeme, as the Doctrine of Merit does iti the Ornln.̃ 
For, aa, according to the Doctrine of Merit ; the Re- 


ward is-not of Grace, hut by Claim of Right; ſo, on 


_ theothier Side, if we areable to do nothing at all, then 
the Puniſliment eannot be by Juſtice, but by mere 
arhitrary ee ops) Au. 
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done all thoſe thitgs which are commanded you, ſay; | 


whith was our Pury 15 do," — Nevenheleſs, | 
* Upon this Head of Merit, it is alſo to be obſerved, 
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134 On Humility: A 


Sthly, There is yet a bigder Degree of this ſpititu- 


a ide, in pretending to Works of Sepererogation. 
This ſeems to haye. been the Fault of the Voung Man 
in the Goſpel ; who, when our Saviour had ſaid unto 
him, «If thou vile enter inte Life, keep ibe Con- 

would needs reply further, What lack 


* ya?” This aide is what St. Paul ſo juſtly. reproves, 
Let no Man beguile you of your Reward, in a vo- 


luntary Humility: and worſhipping of Angels, intru- 
ding into thoſe things, which he bath. not ſeen, yainly 
puffed up in his leſhly Mind ; + - - which dungs have 
indeed a Show of Wiſdom, in Will-worſhip and 


3 Humility.” But true Humility, j in Oppoſition to this, 
| falle and proud Appearance of it, conſiſts, in making, 


not our own Will, but the Will of God, the Rule of 


Sur Duty; «caſting down Imaginations, and every 


high ching, that exalteth itſelf againſt the Knowledge 
of God ; and bringing into . every e 
to the Obedience of Chriſt.” | Dy 24 


Lai, There is a ſpiri il Puide, is Wa 
ad being fond of myſterious and . ſecret things, to 


* 


he Neglect of our plain and manifeſt Duty; In Al- 
luſion 10 which, the corrupt Church in the Revelati- 1 


ons, is tiled, . Myſtery, Babylon che Great.” And 


in Oppoſition to This, true Humility is that which 
| GE ee „Be not wiſe in thine on 
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Nanus eg. e 250 
| Bing ber the Lad, — from Evi: And 5 
| _ Moles, « Secret things b Unts.the Lord our 
7 God; but thoſE things'whi are revealed, belong to 
| ede dae Ge wary 9 
che Words of this Law.” And the Pfatmiſt, & Lord, 
mine Heart is not haughty, nor mine Eyes lofty ; nei- 
. ther do I exerciſe myſelf in great Matters, or in thing? 
5 00 high for .: And the wife Son of Sirach, 
5 heicher ſearch the things that are above thy Strength= 
K but what is commanded thee, think thereupon with 
k | Reverence; for it is not needful for thee to fee with 
; thine Eyes, the things that are ſecret: Be not curious 
f ip unneceſſary Matters, for more things are ſhown un- 
7 to thee, than Men underſtand: For many are decei- 
I ved thro their on vain W ene an evil Ow 
t  cion hath overthrown their Judgment. 
> The only Caution here neceſſary to ae given, is, 
1 cht this entire humble Sabmifſion of our own Judge? 
5 ment, is due to God only, in the Words of his own 
5 immediate and expreſs Revelation: The paying the 
* like Helerence to any human Doctrine or human 
1 Explication of Doctrine whatſoever , without tho- 
* rqughly examining it, and underſtanding it pes 
n is not Humility, but Ignorance and Sloth. | 
Fi Hummity, then, as it ſtands oppoſed to Pride, 5 
n Serm. CLAXXVIL „ 
1 


* 


N * 
* 
— ———E——— —ę—e . —— en rnd 
* N , , * 


— 
— *.95 


— 


- 
4 oe — . 


ye” 40 


. 10 * 6 
— 3 


2 
Fl 


— — — 


5 
1 


* * y wg 
3 
2 2 — . . aac r * — UNE: — 


— 
—— 
—— — TO 4 2 
ww; - 
MR —ů— 
7 


. MS Ed 3 Ay * 
n * 7 —"—” — . 
* I , 1 23 * e — 2 : N 4 * 
* — of 


9 1 * 
— — * — . * 
7 — ? 
— — x 
__ 
1 
7 


« 4 = * * : 
. —35*5ð!ßñ * 
w f o 


1 ————ů oY 


N 136 1 = On Humiliy. 
(which includes id it a falſe or oyer- rated Eſtimation 
of our own Merit, an Aſeription of it to ourſelves, as 
its only and original Cauſe, an undue Compariſon of 


ourſelves with others; and, in Conſequence of chat 
ſuppoſed Superiority, : an arrogant Preference of our. 
ſelves, and ſupercilious Contempt of others,) on the 
other Hand, ſeems to. denote that modeſt and ingeni- 
ous Temper of Mind, which ariſes from a juſt and e- 


qual. Eſtimate of our on Advantages compared with 


thoſe of others, and bam a Senſe of cur deriving al 
6!!! antes ereragnagth +4 
Ian m Adee are: Mildneſs, a genie For- 


* 


— and an eaſy unaſſuming Humanity, with 
Regard to the Imperfedtions and Faults of others, 
_ with a due and becoming Senſe of our on: Virtues, 


rare indeed, but of the faireſt Complexion , the pro- 
per Offspring of ſo lovely a: Parent, the beſt Orna- 
naments of ſuch . imperfett Creatures as we are; pre- 
dars in the OS: ed, ae alen in 
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The Nature of cn wn analy cer. . 
En 1 


Secondly, To conſider te Motivesto the Praftios 
of It, — And here, . | / + 
MA Moment eee RefleAion will be ſufficient to 
teach every rational Creature Humility ; For, whether 
ve conſider Ourſelves as Individuals of this terraque- 
ous Globe, or when, (amazing Cofatemplation!) we 
carry aur Thoughts to thoſe Miflions of Wenk, 
which roll in infinite Space, and which, moſt probably; 
are peopled with Myriads of Beings, all the Creatureg 


1 4 
7 1 Spc 


© x flexions, how are we. loſt in the deep Abyſs of his Im- 
5 menſity; How inſignificant are we! We want Words 
| to expreſs, « we want- TRE to aner our own 


11 a IO 4 3 


— 


of his Hands, and the Subjetts of His Rule, who is 
Lord over all: to whom, when we elevate our Re- 
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138 On Humility. = 
laGenificance in this View! and Humility itſelf is 
abaſhed in darin in make any che Jeaft Compariſon 
nal Almighty Jehovah! | . 
| Theſe Conſiderations tire ſufficient to humble the 
5 Pride of the greateſt Monarch. Ther, 


„ Dako and Noting: And. 


when born, (without any Will or Conſent of 'our's,) 
how many Months of helpleſs Infancy did we paſs! 
| how many Years of Childhood ſtole inſenſibly ; away: 
and ſince we have entered upon the Buſineſs of Liſe, 
what Difficulties habe we weathered ! - under what 
Diſappointments have we ſunk {. - Vith what Hopes 
Fears baye we been toſſed on the W 


Waves of Life! . 3 
Pl From this View, we ſhall fn very like Cul of 
| Exultation and Mia. — 5 


Lei us conſider; further, thar during this Time, 
we have been ſupporting a precarious Exiſtence; and 
perhaps, toiling only for that Support, by ſuch Sup: 
plies, as, are common to us with the loweſt Animals: 


aur Body, by frequent Pains and Sickneſſes, remind- 


ing us of aur frail Condition, and admoniſhing us of 
that Grave, which muſt; e er long, be infallibly our 
Lat, and which is the molt effetlua Cure of every 
ö | BP 
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| Motires:io 1 * 
5 It our Binh and our Being, | the Frafley and Cor- 
a ruptibility of our Frame, afford us ſtrotig Arguments 
. 


for Humility, how much ſtronger ariſe from the Re- 
ſlections of our . ſinſul and ungrateful Condutt towards 
God! It is humbling enough for us to recolleRt, that 
we have nothing now, Which we did not receive; that 
we can have nothing HEREAFTER , but from the free 
Gift of Him, to whom we are already indebted be- 
yond all Power of Requital ; And! can it be poſſible, 
that we ſhould indulge perſonal. Vanity for Gifts, 
which we are too apt to uſe ; as our on] and have but 
200 oſten employed in direft Oppoſition to the Giv- 
er's Defign! I any ching can humble us, this Reflec- 
tion. ar nnd — This Conviftion of our manifold and. 
great { Offences , — of our original and actual Sinful- 
nels, - of vr corrupt Nature, and its pernicious 
Fruits; This is the proper Foundation of true Humi- 
ty, eee ee Chriſt for 8 1 2 
| eee 
If from this View of our picker 92 Confitcn 
and Circumſtances, we carry our Thoughts to That 
thrice awful Period, which all human Wealth, Wiſe" 
dom, and Power, cannot defer one Moment; ben 
ſtretched upon the Bed of Languiſhing and Sickneſs,” 
the treble Faculties ſhall ſcarce invigorate our helpleſy' 
| Quang Frames when e n 
N Sk CLXXXVIIL e 
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bigbeſt, as well as the loweſt of Mankind; and in 


4 - ** E's 


: properly and ſtrictly ſpeaking, Humility is not a Per- 


M0 on Hun: | 
Rand in full ProſpeRt before. . 
but That tremendous Judgment, which will make the 
ſtouteſt Heart tremble; muſt not a Remembrance of 
| this ſolemn, certain Scene, awaken the Mind 40 the 
moſt ſincere Humility ? 

' Theſe great Topicks, Comics 


which all Mankind are nearly concerned, ſuffice abun- 
dantly to ſhow how little Cauſe human Creatures 
have for Pride ; who are Worms, Flowers of a Day, 

Shadows, Sinners by Birth, Sinners in Act, 
their mortal Parts ſpecdily to moulder in the Duſt, 
their immortal to live a Life of n by, 
Ever. 


T . 
ea Humility : A Grage, not only recommended- 
to us by the Example of God, - by the Example and 
Dodtrine of our Saviour, = by the holy Angels, - and 
_ the chieleſt Favourites of Heaven, - — particularly en- 
Leung us 10 the Favour of God and our Fellow 

creatures, = but which brings Peace to our Souls, and 
| alifts our Proficiency in ine ee an, 5 


it. The Example of God himſelf. — en, 


ſection that can be aſcribed to God: becauſe, where 
nn IN yr Pd hoe com I 
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peny any Exerciſe of Huniility; and He; whoſe Ne- 
ure is of infinite and unlimited Excellency , can nei- 
ber poſibly aſfume to himGif,' nor kave aſcribed to 


bim by Others, any thing beyond what is abſolutely 
and neceſſarily due t Hin. Neither can be poſſibly 
debaſe himſelf, in the literal Senſe; or in anywiſe di- 


mikifh from his ohn ſuperlative and unchangeable | 


Excellency. Nevertheleſt, in a Ggurativ e Manner of 
ſpeaking, the Scripture does ſometimes aſcribe Huhu-- 
by God, f We 

Pattern for us to imitate. « The Lord, who duell 
on High, - humblech hinifel to bebotd the minge 
chat are in Heaven, and in the Earth.” = And, '« Tho” 


God himfclf, in Ifaiah;'* Thus faith the High and 


Lofty One, ikat inhabiteth Eternity; - - - 1 dwell 
in the High and Holy Place; with him alſo, that is 

of > comme and humble” Spirit: And, + Thus faith” - 
the Lord, The Heaven is my Throne, and the Earth : 


is my Foot-tool; - yer to This Man will I Took \ 


, even to him that is poorand of a contrite Spirit, and ; 


uembleth at my Word. But, 
. Tnfrmitics 


I 


ds his Condeſcenſion as _ | 


the Lord be high,” yet hath He ReſpeRt unto che 7 hg : 
ly.” And the fame Manner of ſpeaking is uſed by | 


a more generally” Be in 1 is that of” 


* 
| 1 4 | 
575, 
ö f 
35 
| | | 
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| they muſt be humbled io a Senſe of their preſent, Guilt 


him who thought himſelf whole, Eſpecially, vain was 
it, to expeſt che proud and haughty ſhould acknow- 
ledge the Character, and ſubmit to the Direction, of. 


any of thoſe curious Speculations and profound Sub- 
ties, by which the Schools of the Philoſophers and 
o Follow. 


In, his P 
i find. an Exhortation to this Virtue, a a Diſpoſition 
neceſſary to prepare them to be his Diſciples : “ Blef- 
777030 «0 Tags che-Kiingoms 
of God.” _ 

| Before Men could be induced to embrace the O. 
yertures He brought of Pardon and -R 


by. mn 3 hg © 


and Miſery , of their Weakneſs and Inſufficiency to 
Happineſs. - In vain would Remedies be propoſed ta 


= » 
. p > 2 * 7 


the lowly Jeſus : a Teacher undiſtinguiſhed by any 


nity, which might engage the Reverence & Attention 


1 
Sutward Advantages of Binh, Education, or Autho- ? 
j 


of Mankind.- And therefore we find not many wiſe, 


nor many Mighty, became his Converts, - Few ofthe. 2 
Pharitees or Rulers believed ; bey deſpiſed a Preack-- i © 
C rand © ecgirs, bs 
Ipftruftions from bim. £27 ; 5 
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ers; anl was, herefore 3 40 the Jews a "Stunibling- 
Woke and by te Greeks accounted Fooliſhneſs, =. 

Jo prepare Men for ſich a Teacher, and ſuch a 
Doctrine, it was necellary to dilpoſſels them . of a 
Temper fo impatient of InftruQtion as Pride and Suf- | 
ficiency-; and by a previous Humility ern their * 
eee to the Goſpel. 7 

To this Purpoſe; He himſelf calls upon us to = 
ferveand imitate it, to come and learn of Him to | 
ameek and lowly in Heart; to be patient, calm, 
condeſcending; and aſſures us from thence , ll 
& ſhall find Reſt unto our Souls.” OH 

It is a Temper io peculiar to 8 chat ng 
Language of the Heathen Moraliſts, (whether Greek 
or Latin,) had no Word whereby to expreſs it; 1 95 
and conſequently, no aber een Inſtitution £ can fury, 
niſh us with it. 


Ade Aincicit Schemes of Motality, «s fink im. | 
- . and work thin gre. Defett, that they are 
1. N OY a | | advanced 


b Tt is true, that the wal Humility is uſed 7 Latin Authors 
ns a bad Senſe, tor Meanneſs of Spirit z but the Pagans were not igno 
rant of this Virtue, and have recommended it ; only they gave It ano». 
ther Name. Chriſtianity „ indeed, hath taught us juſter Notions of it, 
than they commonly entertained ; for they uſually conſidered Hamj-, 


lity, which they called Madefty, or Moderation, 2s a ſocial Virtue, as it | 


iffluences.our Behaviour towards ourſelves and towards Men z but. 
Humility towards God few of them ſeem to have ſullciently re. 
Aa. | bers CLAXXVILL 


2 
W 


A 
i 


a on Humility; | 


n ieee 
to diſpute on, and the Ignorant to admire, than as 

Rules and Direftions of Life, to be reduced to Prac- 
tice: but if we look for the particular, Virtue of Hu- 


mility, i it ſeems wholly. forgot in their Syſtems. Pride 
and Vanity appear the principal Motives to all In- 


quiries ; an AfﬀeRation to diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
the IIliterate, rather than to inftruR the ignorant, or 
reform the vicious Part of the World: and when they. 
formed their Hero, their Great and Perſect Man, Hu- 


| mility is left out of he Charatter ; it is diſpraiſed in 


their Lectures, as an Argument of a mean and cow 0 
_—_ x gap 1255 rreated vith Scorn and pony: (#*) 
And, 


(. Tho' Humility was 6 my more © hands 1 and is 
"i by ſome inſolent Moderns, imagined an unmanly and ſordid Dil- 
poiition ; yet it is a Virtue ſo remote from Mcanneſs e thacie 


| is no (mall Sign of a great and exalted Mind. 


BY. If neither to be puffed up with Approbation and applauſe ; nor 
greatly provoked by. Cenſure and Ill ulage : - If to envie none above 


5 us, nor deſpiſe any below us; - If to dare ta examine our Conduct, 
arid condemri whatever is faulty in it ; - If to be gentle to Others, and 


ſevere to Ourlelves; - If to defire to obtain no more than we deſerve, 


and to quit even That alſo , if our Duty requires it ; - If to be con- 


tẽnted to aft the Part which Providence allors us; - If to be free from 
irregular Self- love, (i.e) from one of the moſt inſinuating and pre- 
vailing Weakneſſes of Mankind, which may not improperly be called 
the inner Garment of the Soul, the firſt which it puts on, and the 


; laſt which it puts off : If This be not, it will be hard e 


of Mind, — On the Contrary, | 
4 1 „ 4 ; 7 

* | | | 
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Motives"to it „ 

- "ai de we few among them b imed = 
1 Zeal on the Contempt of 
Glory, yet when we examine theſe mortified Preten- 
ſions, we find theſe Men to have deſpiſed the Applauſe, 
with greater Vanity than others purſucd it: that EL 
teem was the Mark they aimed at, PINE. 
more covered and unobſeryed Path to reach it. 
And, as to the Jews, the Privileys of their Sejath 
tion, their peculiar Intercourſe wich Heaven; their 
Deſcent from the Pitriarchs; and che Promiſe of a 
Mefliah in their Seed, gave them even à national Con- 
tempt of the Gentile World: they ure taught to look 
upon the reſt of Mankind as common and unclean, 
and treat them as an inferior Order of Creatures, ;; It: 
was Chriſtianity that firſt taught the true Doctrine of 
Humility, checked that Fiercencls and 5 Strife for Pri- 


My 1 As : 2 4. 40 : _ ority.- 
* es enden, wing Mate 36 Sfp le} ad how:i ads} 


1o&; let us lock for it amongſt the Proud aad. Iaſolent, who are glad to re 
and ceive Homage and' Flattery ; , tho' i it be offered them by the moſt i- {© 
* 


rafit of worthleſs , ard cannot bear Contempt even from them; who 
re, there ore are the Servants or Slaves of all} not in » good Senſe; but bes 
cane their Happineſs) depends upon the opinion and Behaviour of 
others y - , who have no Heart to own. their Obligations to God and 
Lt Man, - ' whoſe Life and Condi i is a continual Cheat , affuming to. 

Y ves good Qualities 'which they have not; and are blind to'theis 
ben Faule z + who'defire to poſſeſi what they mould not, and bat 
they often cannot obtain; and who are | wuch e diſſatisfied when, 
medifippaidited, — — - Thels ars the e who 28 Homility, a nd 


* FA * 69 * 
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 ority which ki he 1 and 3 the 
Pretenſions of Mankind within the Bounds of Juſtice 
and Sobriety: and thereſore Aude that we 
muſt learn Humility 
But eſpecially are 3 from Him, becauſe 
A: not only preſeribed'this Virtue, but was novszLe 
meek and lowiy the great Pattern and Example of it. 
He knew hat Authority the Example of the Teach- 
er added to his Doctrine, and was therefore himſelf a 
bel and gras Pagern of al hat Holineſs and Fu- 
rity which he enjoined on his Diſciples, K 
But Humilie) is a Virtue which ſhines wich a pe 
culiar Eminence in his Example, and eee to 
us in every Pan of his Life and Charafter, 
What an amazing Scene of Condeſcenſion opens 
itſelk to us in our very firſt Refleftion on him as a God 
incarnate ? With what Aſtoniſhment do we conſider 
bim cxpeying nne ene, Glory 
into the Similitude of his own Creatures; for thus was 
EY the. Ve bean brought i into the | World. He laid 
aſide his Majeſty and Omnipotence , he bowed. the 
Heavens and came don; and, to deliver Man, abs * 
zorred not his, low Eſtate, Angels themſelves ſtood _ 
amazed at the wonderful Myſtery, when they ſaw their 
great Lord and Captain, him whom they had been 


| pſed. to wane, and obey, condeſcend to appfear in a 


rs eee rasa sa 


| to that of their own, acl : 


1 


| Motives 0 . e 147 
— in hr rc GR; 8 has 


od its'Enjoyments fo mixed with Pain and Diſquiet, 


"that'ineffable had been our Lord's Humili 


in ſub- 


-mitting 10 dis- State, though attended with all the Ad. 


vantages 1 that Eaſe, Affluence, & Authority could de- 
rive on it. But the bleſſed Jeſus came not in a Cha: 
rafter to ſhare the Pleaſures or Glories of Life. with 
us, to be a Prinee or a Ruler on Earth: no, the Mean- 
neſs of his Birth, the Toils and Indigence of his Life 
and the Shame and Ignominy of his Death, are 2 
convincing ena wie gong his RE was 1 
this Wod. Fat 
Had he add Cai pomp and PERL he 
wighe have engroſſed all the Riches of the World; 
and in the Splendour of his Court, as well as the Digs 
nity of his Perſon, have been . greater than Solomon 
in all his Glory,” and exceeded even the carnal Ex. : 
pectation of the, Jews: Heaven and Earth were his | 
Creatures, and at his Command, and Legions of An. 
gels attended ready to adminiſter unto him. But be, 
voluntarily dedined theſe Advantages, took upon him i 
the Form of a Servant, and, (as the Prophet had fore. 
told in chat mournful Deſcription of him, ) he had na; 
Tom nor Comelineſs, nor any Beauty, that we ſhould, 
defire him. - The ordinary Works of a mechanic 
Tenge emiptiyh his private Years; and when he en- 
11 „ Sem. CLXXXVIIL dS tered. 


— 


tered upon his public Office, he only changed his La- 


Condition” below even the common Proviſions of 


| Prediftion of the Prophet vas not, more: exaAlly.ful. 
filled in the Hoſannahs of his Diſciples, than in the 


ing upon 4 Af. l . 1 Ft 05 4 


generally encompaſſed with the Multitude, & preich- 
ing the Goſpel to the Poor. His particular Friends 
and Family were choſen out of the meaneſt of the 
' People; and among them he appears rather as a Ser- 


be miniſtered unto, but to miniſter, and to give his 
' Life a Ranſom, for many”. He hoon his: 1205 and 
"with amazing Reſig 


* 


<# Slaughter,” without "Oppoſition or Complaint, and as 
2 Sbeep before her Shearers is dumb, ſo he opened 
not his Mouth.“ He might have commanded Legions 


- 

<y 8 15 / x . ; * 
r 5 . 9 * . * * 
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bour, and added to. his Poverty, and ſubmitted; to a 


Life. '« Foxes had Holes, and the Birds. of the Air 
Neſts, but the Son of God had not where to lay his 
Head.” The only public Honour he ſuffered to be 


given him, was with, Humility ; . and the 


Meckneſs where be be received hem, ben e 


If ve attend 8 his SR we GH wal 


vant than a Maſter. . He came not, (as he ſays,) to 


Deach of the Crols. 4 He was led a8 a een 


to bis Reſcue, or by one ſingle Ati of Omnipotence 
* e N but be, i in his Humilia- 
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diendy was numbered with he Tranſgrefſors: 


* Thus meck and lowly was our divine Maſter; 100 


Whoever will be his Diſciple, i is required to to follow his 


Steps, to walk as he walked, «to let that Mind be in 


Him which was alfo in Chriſt" Jeſus. ſus” And it is obſer. 


 vable, that there's ho Akt of his Life, to which he (6 


articularly called the Aitention of his Diſeiples, as to 


chat ſurpriſing. Example of his Humility , in waſhing 


their Feet; and the Inference he direfts them to make 


rom it, is, that if be, their Lord and Maſter, had de- 
ſcended to fo mean an Act of Servitude to them, 
much more ought they to be ready in the like Offices 
© one another. This indeed was an Action which 


appears no Way conducive to the End of his Miſſion, 


| but as it recommended and preſcribed-Humility. No 
Argument could be drawn hence for the Convictiog 


of Mankind: it could, therefore, have no other View 
chan their eee d pap PRA 


this Virtue. HIT 


© Shall ſo infliuAing fs winning a an Example, os 
backed alſo with ſo much Intereſt in our — be 


| Vithour its proper Influence upon us? e 


Af we call ourſelves bis Diſciples, then, let the bY 
Lay y of our Maſter correft the Page and Ambition 


Sem. CLAXXVIIL _ 
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5 Motives to 1. ET 
von, ſppreſe in niighey Power, and neither v. 
ſented nor revenged the Injuries he ron; Foe cl 


— 


8 Oh Humility 


can give them ao Fenn, but Reverence and Gra, 


* 446 be. 
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— F * * * 


4 


ol his Servants. — If chis divine Perſon FERC it 
no Diminution 20 his Majefty. to leave us an Exam- 


ple of Humility, then, let not the Great among Men 
| Hob j6 wo mach Condeſeaion to follow his Steps. 


Indeed, — The whole Goſpel, as well as the Ex, 


ample of Jeſus Chriſt, is calculated to teach and en. 


5+ + 


. gut, ſo frequeptly or 9 as this, 


+ In whatever Station, 3 N 


and Authority, God ſhall require our Service, let us 
ſtill reſledt that we are Diſciples of the humble Jeſus: 

and when we ate clothed with Majeſty and Honour, 
when Purple eee; Re- 
ſpect and Obſervance of Men; let us then eſpecially 
remember. to put on alſo the Ornament of a Meek 
and humble Spirit, which in the Sight of God is of 
great Price; and then ane 
peculiarly His. — But further: 


In the Behaviour of the 1 


ds in Scripture, ve ſind Humility, (chat Part of it, we 
mean, weich is expreſſed in condeſcending to good 


Offices to Men,) amply extended. They are there 


miyled & miniſtring Spirits to us for good: when we 


tityde. 
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n 
in Humility and n towards kis Inferiors, 


approaches neatelt to them in Dignity ; and 'whillt he 
abaſes himſdlh; his ARQions'exalt him. Accordingly, 
an the moſt faiitifat Servants of Cod have been diſtin- 
guiſhed for this Grace, « Less, THAN THE LEAST OF 
ALL Gov's Mtxcres,” has been the invariable Motto | 
of his moſt choſen Servants; who, the more they have 
excelled in other Virtues , have been proportion nably 
more humble ; acknowledging INE at belt, to 
be but unprofiable Servants, () 2 | 
Nothing müsse that be more haul to ia * 
mighty than Pride, nothing- more pleaſing than Hu- 
mility. Upon theſe Acrounts therefore it is that we 
ſecure to ourſelves his Favour, and bring down Blef- 


lings upon uur dhe that humble timſelf ſhalt be et- 
alted.” —— Again; 3 55 
„ With the lowly is Wiſdom 3 and before Honour 
„ Handy — + Be clothed therefore with Humi- 
lux, for God refilteth the . e Grace We 
the humble.“ (T. 4 
From theſa a end Ne 
he added, we may obſerve, that Humility is highly 
n to Goc in 8 ha it isa'Virtuep? 
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„ On. Humility: 5 
and in particular, becauſe. it diſpoſeth Men to receive 
Vith modeſt Submiſſion the great Truths of Religion, 
and prepares them ſor every Duty and good O ſſice in 
+ Life: On which Account alſo it gains the Eſteem 
and Love of all Men; ; and, conſequently, if. not the 
| Conveniencies, at aſt the Neceſſarie of Life. . 
| Humility i is the Ground - work of all choſe Virwes 
ih only can relieve the . 1 the 
Peace and Proſperity of Mankind. | 
It is a mean & humble (i.e) a juſt & mp Opltion 
of ourſelves, which diſpoſes Men to the Diſcharge of 
all ſocial Duties, publick or private: = It confines each 
to his proper Province, to pay a willing Obedience 
where it ĩs due, and to indulge others in their proper 
Portion of Liberty: - It is able to diſcern, and willing 
to acknowledge the equal & ſuperior Merits of others, 
and rejoices in an Opportunity of teſtifying ſincere 
Acknowledgements: by real Services. = As its claims 
axe mall, ſo its Endeavours are great, and being not 
blind to its own Defefts, neither is it blind to the Ex- 
culleneies of others, and therefore is diſpoſed to diſ. 
charge all thoſe. Duties, which the ſeveral Raon, 
at. Liſe imply and require. Indeed, 
© vill carry us further than ſiriet Juſtice, it will 
| make us tender and compaſſionate , and charitable to 
FFF Mankin - Atrue 
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Caſualties we are continually liable to, of the daily 
Sins we commit, and the heavy Miſeties dhe may be 


involved in, -will teach us to lock with more Com- 


paſſion on the Sins and Sufferings of otbers, to hope 


the beſt of their Cendad. and to do all we enn jo the | 


Relief of their Infirmities. In a Word, 


It is this ſame Virtue, this humble Frame and Tem- | 
per of Mind, which makes Men dutiful and reſpett- 


ful to their Superiors, fair and affable to their E. quals, 
and kind and indulgent to their Inſeriors. Thus it 
would be in Reaſon, and thus it proves in Fat: and 
can there be a ſtronger. Recommendation of this Vir- 


ue to ſocial and religious Creatures ? — However, 


© There are many Particuſars enforcing the Praftice 
| of Humility with Reſpe®tto Ourſelves. 


There is not any ching valuable in itſelf, or cond. 
dive | to che Felicit icity of Mankind, but what a modeſt 


: Uebe 64 „ 153 
be Lifts been h w. l. of the 


a r 
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and lowly Opinion of Ourſelves does, in Proportion 55 


10 our Station, contribute to promote; [viz] whether 
ve conſider it as the Welfare of human Life depends 


on ourſelves, or as it proceeds from the Condut̃t or 


Aſſiſtance of others towards us; in either Caſe we 
Mall ſee the | po Influence of this Virtue to our AG. 


vantage. 
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chargeof lhe common Offs of Life, and the 44 
yancement even of our ſecular Intereſs. 
Humility i is eee e 4itrulift 
of its own Abilities, and therefore willing to take and 
follow. the Advice of the more experienced. Whereas 
Pride is confident, and therefore ſolitary in its Under- 
taking, and therefore often — Eons; 
bon. — Further yet, 1 
Humility is aſſiſtant to the 1 For- 


tune, and friendly to the Eaſe of outward Circumſtan- 


ces. It affeAs not to vie with its Superiors in outward 
Appearances , but content with Conveniencies ſuit- 


able to its Station, it avoids the Occaſions of the Ru- 


in of many Beſides, it is not above the proper Of. 


fies ol its refpeftive Employment, nor neglects thro 
Vanity, the Duties of its Station, thus not only pre- 
_ ferving, but acquiring to the Increaſe of its Subſtance. 

And this will naturally preſent to our Thoughts 


| another Advantage | of this excellent Virtue. It is the | 


Spirit of true Humility which really ſecures to Men 


Honour and Eſteem, and promotes that Reputation, 


which others forfeit by a wrong Purſuit of it. 
'A modeſt , unpretending Temper and Carriage 


| leaſt claimed, and to encourage thoſe who receive it 
5 Demand, - 55 
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5 ever a Recommendation to the reſt of Mankind, 
who delight to beſtow their Eſteem moſt where i it is, 


EY 


— . _ 
Ki — Meckaeks; therefore anda ae bi. 
Killence of our on Perſections, take the firſt Place in 
| 2 dcn . 

1 | it , and eſſential, to the Being of = 
1 is reit 1 mak the very firſt 
Advances in the Religion of Chriſt without it; and 
that, not only on Account of its Excellency, but alſo 
of ts Uſefulneſs towards obtaining all the reſt. — For, 


| The Man who is of a haughty Spirit, and *wiſe in 
| his own Eyes,” bids the faireſt of any Nan, to baniſh 
from him the Preſence of God; and, as to other 
Inſtructions, he knows. too well to be adviſed of any; 
therefore, is moſt likely to run- counter, not only ts 
Religion , but even allo 6s the. eee Offices of 
Civility. 45 
The Baſis of all good Diſpoſiions, beloaging' to EY 
ourſelves, therefore, is Humility. By which we e 
to underſtand, not that Meanneſs of Spirit which leads . 
a Man to undervalue himſelf, and to fink below his _ 
Rank and Character; but what the Scripture expreſ« 
fs with great Propriety , when it exhorts c every : 
Man, not to think of himſelf more highly than he 
ought to think ; but to think ſoberly.” He who a. 
dopts all the flattering Suggeſtions of Self-love, and 
| forms Claims upori'the World proportioned to the, 
: 1 Opinion which he has conceived of bis 
© Serm. CLAXXVINL „„ Ps 
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Merit, is prepating for himſelf a ho Mortifica, 
_ Whereas by; checking an jll-founded Vanity, 
and retreating within thoſe Bounds which a moderate 
| Eſtimation of our Charatter preſcribes, we cſeaps the 
Miſeries which aways purſue an arrogant Mind, and 
recommend outſelves to the Favour both of God and 
| Man. — = On the contrary, : 
Tbere is 5 CharaQter more generally odious and 
diſguſting, than that of a vain, high-minded, ſcif-affu- 
ming Man. Even the Proud hate him, as their Rival, 
and are ſhocked at that Indecency of Temper and 
ConduRt in him, which they cannot fee in themſelves.” 
And, — As the proud Man is diſliked , even by 
ard; Dd Wind Modeſt ſhun him, by Rea- 
| lon of the Infult which his Pride and Petulence brings 
NOS 
| The proud Man is beloved by none, becauſe he is 
| i wick 2 be pch's Loved vide Kay ; whereas 
humble Man, by ſhewing himſelf a Friend to every 
| one, makes every one a Friend to him; by opening 


his Heart in Love to all, he makes a 8 for himſelf 
dite al Hears.” | 


2 5 5 There is yet 3 Motos 3 
| Reſpet to ourſelves, which, conſidering the Changes 


and, Chances of this mortal Life, may perhaps be 
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Libel; M Abe Pte d tt, 
dee have ſeen, for $ucteſs in gut worldly toe 
ls the ily due Sippoir arider the W ap- 4 
E bephen to U. egen, 
©* He who does ndt c over. v e any of 7 Follions 
or Endowments, nor himſelf on Account of them, 
eee in, ut 
cem, and to enjoy'contente and thankful 1955 
mainder of the Ref, which Providence 
dues to him. He knoweth that neither his own Ne- 
rits can intitle hin# t6'thidk of perfekt Tranquility,” 
vor can the Faults and Follies of others admit of it 3 
and therefore confining his Views and Deſires to the 
Nature and Cireumſtances of his preſent probationary 
State, he is not liable to be overwhelmed with Sur. 
prize, nor dejeRted with AMiQion: — Whereas, 
Pride is liable to daily Mortifications, and ſuffers 4 
real and ſevere: Penance in cre" 
ties which befal Mankind. . 


| Theſe are the beneficial DMA of this Vitus, a as 
pfoceeding merely from ourſelves , and our own Eh- „„ 
deavouts: but if we confider how mich we need” le a 
Ailiſtance: of our Fellow-crcatures' im almoſt every | 
thing we undettake, ve ſhall find further Occaſion for” © 
this Virtue even on our own Account. For, © © 
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"Ie is ths — 3 \ by <onciliating the. E ſteem of 
Þ ro El Erie 2 and engage 
8 „ by gipoſing-us 10 be 
able jo others, diſpoſes them to, the like 

their Goodwill Le us. Af 
_ feftion was cloſe upon Eſteem, 2. and A 

the natural Reſult of AﬀfeRion. . 
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4 Ex One "wha! h but fli obſerved: 9" 
2 the ' Work e ſee be ar all love 
themſelves , they will moſt probably. approve and: fa-: 
vour thoſe who ſhow, them ReſpeRt _ pony ng 
do them all good Offices in Return. , 5 
If therefore we expett io find. toad TY 
ſeek i it within ourſelyes, and lay the Foundation of it 
in our on Humility: For, he who is proud and 
8 inſolent can neither improve, have Friends, nor 
make any; but lies ee nga ang 122 all-a-! 
bout him. — But, vials an 
If none of theſe Todo can have their 1. 
Impreſſion on us; yet, let us reflect how much ral 
perſonal, Happineſs depends on. this Diſpoſition. _ 
8 "If there were nat ſuch; Conliderations as the 474 
Effefts,. which Humility las upon the Senſe of other 


Men towards: us, it is of all Qualities the moſt de. 


ſirgble, for the agreeable Diſpoſition'which' i it 
i cur goo Mindaucs-/: he "I 
. f ODE EA Bald AS 
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4 des Reverſe of Pride; Envy, and Ambi- 
rp  and- conſequently allays all: thoſe Paſſions and 


Inquietudes to wich thoſe Vices expoſe us. The 


humble Man has no Emulation; he is no Man's R 


val, but every Man's Wdll-wiſher; he can look at the | 


Proſperous with Pleaſure, in refleQing that he Hopes 


Others are as happy as himſelf: and has his Mind and 


e 
the unhappy and the Stranger. ob b 
e eee ee eee 1 | 4 


xy Diſpenſatior of Providence, and to confine ur 


Wants and our Deſires. to our own preſent Circum- 


ſtances; and conſequently, being ſatisfied, we have all 


the Happineſs hat is attainable in this Life. 


The far greater Part of the Miſeries we complain 
of, we create to ourſelves: Paſſion and Impatience 


hurry us on from one Diſquiet to another, till our 
Deſires are boundleſs ,-and there is no End to all our 
Purfuits.. Hence it is, that the Duties of Religion 


become grievous. to us, the Purſuits of Life; full of 


Anxiety and Torment, and our e in. 
ſupportable. — Whereas, I 


A Soul, truly humble 3 flea» 


eaſy in every State, finds an equal Pleaſure. in fub- 


witting to his Providence & obeying his Commands, 4 


nud feels within himſelf a never. failing Flow of Peace 
5 Serm. ELXXXVUL e and 
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and Joy; a Peace which the Honours of che World | 
Can t gives nor, its; A ffli tons take away: — And, 1 
When vs obſerve how large a Fortion of the Mi. 
ſeries of this Life ariſe from the Reſentment of either 
real or imaginary Injuries, Humility recommends. it- 
{elf to us, not only as a Support, but a Protection. 
Tbe Meek and Humble provoke no Enemy by 
Contempt, none by Cenſure or Envy. (*) Nay, it 
charmes down Envy, and lays Fetters on Revenge ; 
their Competitions are at all Times calm and inoffen- 
f ue; within the Bounds of Juſtice and Sobriety, nei- 
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Ornament to all. — But, in 
— „80 of 

| They only are capable of any real SatisfaQtion in what- an 
3 being on this Account poſſeſſed of a Fe- Ir 
eee, e We of the e hy ſe 

105 Ui ee, is allo conchiar EE eee * 
n, ind. Hu miles Animo plerumgud in Tranquilitate con ſſtunt. 0 

; - "(4+ oe Animi Tamer of Humilitas. — R 
bus Salbe Omnia tunentia comprimentem {. Omnia tubeſcentia re. 7 
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1s Applanlc ofilic W drld: 8% 1 Proſperi- 
guar ee Support in Ader 
risfied with the preſent, 36d without Appre e 
nen — In Word, 5 


11 is Humility that Keeps all the diſquieting Pal 7 


es of Nature under Government and Diſcipline ; 


ams us againſt all thee x happen ig pu 
ſerves Peace and Serenity within ; is the Security of 


the Great, andthe Support of the Needy ; it improves 
every Satisfa8jon of Life, and reconcics Gur Patience 
to ell that can befall us. hy x 


"Equally « 1 dot b formd.onr F in: 


Virtue. It is the Foundation of all. Improvement 
both in Knawledge and Practice. Our Progreſs both 


in Learning and Piety depends on this modeſt Senſe 


of our own Abilities; for he who thinks himſelf wiſe 
and good enough already , muſt reſent every Offer of | 
InftruRion or Admonition, as a Reflexion on his pre- 
ſent Attainments: Whereas, He who knows himſelf 
aright , vill always know that he dal much to ert, 1 


both in ReſpeR of Wiſdom and Duty ; and will t 


fore have always a ready Ear, open for « 8 5 


{br Reproof, for Comeslon, for Inſtruflion in 
Righteouſneſs,” | „ 
t i. Humility that forms md 3 Gra. 
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fiom whence Malice, Fation, Envy, andevery proud 

and dilquicting Thought will be forever excluded. 
© _ Pride hinders Men from examining impartially in. 

to the Truth of Religion; ut cauſeth them to take Of. 

fence at the Plainneſs and Simplicity of the Goſpel ; 
they diſdain to leave their pleaſing Vanities, and t 


© Theſe are the x in * va 

| ST, Vich abſolutely preclude all Improvements i in Virtue, 8 

5 and conſequently diſcover to us the Advantages of e 

chat Humility, which renders Men teachable and cha- of 
nitable, willing to be inſtruſted, and glad to receive 

7 Sent patiem of Admonition, and thankſul for it. 

In a Word, — As Pride expelled the Apoſtate 

1 N from che Preſence of God, and the Station 
they held i in His Favour , ſo Humility muſt any. 


Sr $4.2 1s 


ö Pg by Sou, thus reſigned, i is carried Fnootbly _ 
| FH the Streem of Providence : No Temptations difquiet. 
| him, nor 5 alarm him ; but he relies firmly on 

* Skill and Affection of God his Governor , who, he. 
| 8 will condua bim fafely «bro. the troubleſome: 
aves of this World, and finally bring him to the 

18 „„ Land of everlaſting . Take” for, « God reſiſteth the 
3 ria, but pre In oa, 
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wales uſe of; to perſunde Men to the Practice of. 
Humility in general. There are moreover in parti- 

cular, as many peculiar diſtinct Motives to practiſe 
this Duty, as there are different Circuraſtances and 
Varieties of Caſes wherein it is to be exerciſed, 


Without jm HIRE Supetibrs, here ny : 


| Wibouexring i torat Equal, hre can be, 


no Friendſhip and mutual Charity. And,” 2 
With Regard to Inferiors; belles the gen Ex- 


ample of Chrift's ſingular and ineffable Condeſcenſi- 


on towards us All, there are, (as we have ſeen, ) pro- 
per Arguments to deter us from Pride upon Accomt 


of every p Advantage we may ſeem to have! 


over others, whether in Reſpett of our Civil Stations 


in the World, or of our Nataral Abilities, or of our 
Religious Improvements; (*) and that how great ſo-- 


ever our Improvements be, even in real Virtue and 


Righteouſneſs ; yet we Have Gontiriual ' Reaſon 10 
atake heed leſt we fall; for Pride and Confidence, is 


the Security only of a blind Man, who ſees'rio Dan - 
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geth his Angels with Folly;” - That Humility is the 
only Means 10 entitle us tothe Divine: Aſſiſtance and 
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Underitading in-Matters of Religion... 

s on with thy Buſineſs, then, in Medes, 8 


' Halt thou be beloved of him that is approved; the 
= greater thou art, E 


alt find Favour before the Lord.” 
To Conclude, — © As a plain Gander belt wor. 
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| greateſt Ornament of Wiſdom. 


The Speech of a modeſt Man oh Luſtre to 


Taub and he. Did of his Words atem his 
Error. 
Edi e ee Wiſdom; ; be weigheth 


E Benefit 


„ from his own Praiſe 
and believerth. it not ; be is the laſt in e his 


: own Perfeftions. — — But, 


% Behold the vain Man; and obſerve the . 


de cloatheth himſelf in rich Attire = He walketh in the 
publick Street, he caſteth round his Eyes, and courts 


Obſervation. Ho tofleth, up his Head, and over- 


ooketh the Poor; be treateth his Inſeriors with In- 
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on his own Worth as himſelf, not out of Ignorance or 
Careleffneſi, but of a voluntary and meek Reſignation. 
His Eyes are full of his own Wants, and of 
do others Perfections. 
hi | « He loveth rather to give, than-to take Honour; 
not in a Faſhion of complimental e in 
Simplicity of Judgmem. 

& When he hath but his Daw, 1 magnifies . 
wy Favour, and diſclaimeth his Deſerts —© 
His Face, his Carriage, his Habit, do all of den 

favour of Lowlineſs without AﬀcSation,: an yer he 

. is much under that he ſeemeth. (oe 
There is no bener Otjed of Beneficene . 
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riſing from an aſpiring; felf-preſuming Air ;-abd the 
only'effeftual Antidote "againſt" it, is* Charity, which 
«thirketh no Evil ; rejoiceth nor i Tniquity, but ”" 
JT Trodh” 10 2 
Y * The many gelen thing foken of Charity, ant 
| that it, he chief of al Virmes , cannot but ſtrongly in- 
eline us io cultivate fo friendly a Diſpoſition, which' 
is the Cure of almoſt every Diſorder , eſpecially mw 
Envy, which is the e OR IN 
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It is agreed among Moraliſts, that all the Lows of 


Nature, az Nr abby; colnprekvid tbe Duties we owe 
to one another, may be reduced to this One great 
Principle of univerſal Beneyolence „ [viz.] That we 
lay it down as the xec fundamental Rule of all 

our Action; todo att aner of Good, and to ab- 
ſain from a NM er of Eil .; i 3 
- The- Motivest0-this-ConduBt ;-befides the-Beauty- 


and Agreeableucls of 33, both in gur pra; Nature, Ind 


man r 


ApprebenGons way jmagine otherwiſe, ye. 

kind in Reality: eqnſyl;theirpyn e {ren 
they contribute to the Good of the Whole — That 
there is an imrigſic Pleaſure raſuking, from the Pnac- 
tige of Vine e amd ſuch. as haf a natural Tefidency, 


| Pa ts 


3I On the contrary, Anguiſh of Heart, Rs 


eſteem, agd, Iaſechrity, are the; natural Rewards of I. 


niquity, even in chis World >it is a Leven that ſours 


and corrupt, Aud ie che diteftContradiftion 1 to Hap- 
- Pineſs and Hea >; TA: Bane of all i! that is good. and 


Baut, 2 defirable. is Life, __. | 
In this Ward, wedepend — another: 
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perous than we, id a Diſpoſſtioh altogether unnarhral; | 
it faits not the human Conſtication; and pankes mers PD es 
of the Rancour of an Evil Spirit. Hence the Cha- 

rater of an envious Man. is univerſally odidus: All 

| diſclaim it; and they who feel themſelves . fp 

Influence of it, carefully conceal it. 


In Order, bg eget ſy 
this Evi, 1 hall e, wi 40 


red, The Natult and Ot Ga i Ling; and. 7 
they are tht are ef fed 0s RO 


II. The Grovinds and Occaſions of ts © © 
III. The Symptoms by which it may be known, „ 
1 IV, . The in Bfſe@s of k 4 And, „ 


_ The Remedies againſt it; | 1 8 i 2 . 
* nie 4 31 4 hs. n an | | 
ane 8 5 | 


eee 29 7, 
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and Dilquict, ariſing from an Apprehenſion 
A: the Advantages 1 which Others are ſuppoſed to poſ- 

| fels above us; (*) not becauſe we ſuffer from their 
Welfare, nor that our Condition may. be bettered by 
our Uneaſineſs ; but merely, becauſe their Condition 
is bettered : accompanied with Malignity towards 
thoſe who are, (as We luppoſe,) better than ourſelves, 

5 © Both of which are hoſtile AﬀeRions, and vexa- 
oth the we of hm who arbours.it. | | 

Tbere is a ſtrong Jeitoufy of Procinineuce "a 

| Superiority implanted in our Nature by our Creator, 
for wiſe and good Purpoſes: to excite'to the Purſuit 

1 e ere 0 ee ne go 


65 l vii ahr. — Rebasoimie 5 


Ye Q Mary ths ess defined tobe A Diſpleaſure for 4 eaves 
FF) Advantage in another; and Plutarch tells us, that « Envy and 
Hatred are Paſſions * each other , that they are often taken for 


Whatever Reſemblance theſs Paſſions bear to ach other, they 


1250 {till peculiar Mai ks to make them diſtinct. , 
Hatred proceeds from an Opinion, that the Perſon we Abit „ in 
evil 3 and if not. generally fo, vet at leaſt, j in particular to us : for they 
hs Win tentelves injured , are apt to hate the Author of their 
Wrongs & even thoſe, who, og other than Self-reſpetts, are reputed 
. 3njurious, ve uſually abhor. But Envy hath only one Sort of Object, 
tze Felicity of others; yer by this it becomes infinite, and like an evi 


; l e e thing that js bright, 
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- When this rr in a good 1 K Yoo 


js called Emulation. Now Emulation is alſo ah Us- | 
. ealineſs occafioned:by the good Fortut 
but not becauſe we repine at their Proſperity, bat he: 
cauſe we ourſetves have not attained the ſame good 
Succeſs, The Effect of this Principle is, to excite us 
to great Deſigns, and worthy Performances. It was 
This that made Cæſar weep at the Sight of Alex- 
ander's Statue, to think that he had already paſſed 
that Age at which 155 other Hero had Es the 
World. — But, ; 


When this pete meets with an x evil, corrupt | 


Diſpoſition, it then degenerates imo Envy, the moſt 
malignant and hateful Paſſion in human Nature, the 


worſt Weed of the worſt Soil! And this is ſo far 


from ſtirring us up to worthy Imitations, & Jaudable 
Purſuits, that it takes a quite contrary Method ; and. 
labours to taint and depreciate what i it doth not ſo 
much as attempt to equal, _ _ ' 

Now this Paſſion affefts us. 9 in N to 
our Equals, at leaſt thoſe that we think ſhould be ſo, 
if ſome good Turn of Fortune had not raiſed them 
above us: and the Reaſon of it ſeems to be this; It 
hath pleaſed God to implant i in us all, ſtrong Deſires 
of Power and Affluence: but foraſmuch as there is. 

certain Portion of theſe fixed, nor any Sante 

gg Sem. cLXxxxIX. 


172 Againſt Emy. 
ſztfled, by hich it may be determined when any Man 
enjoys either of theſe in Proportion to his Merits; 
the only Way of eſtimating « our Succeſs in the Attain- 
ment of them, is, by comparing our Fortune with 
thoſe of like Birth, „or Education, or Condition of 
Life, with ourſelves: if we find we have equalled or 


exceeded cheſe, the natural Conſequence is Joy and 


Complacence in our Condition ; but if we are exceed- 
ed by them, Emulation, or Envy : Emulation, if we 
are virtuous and good Men, (for then this Pre-emi- 
nence of our Equals is a new Spur to our Induſtry, 
and urges us on to honeſt Purſyits;) but Envy, if we 
are corrupt and worthleſs : for then we are prompted 
do decry and lefſen what we cannot equal; that fo, at 
" leaſt, we may bring thoſe down to our own Level, 
whom we cannot bear to behold above us. | | 
From hence it follows, that we ſeldom envy thoſe 
whom their Birth- and Fortune have placed greatly 
above us, nor thoſe that are very far inferior to us ; 
| becauſe neither of theſe are the Standards by which 
we meaſure our own Felicity : neither do we envy the 
Dead, nor Men of remote and foreign Regions; be- 
cauſe, with theſe, we can have no e or Com- 


. g of Honour and Pre-eminence. - 

The Perſons , therefore, moſt lubjee to > this 1 uns 

| happy 7 Paths of bah, | 5 
of 


2 
« 


1 tous  decanſ2ibe} Mik every thing 
bes om hombres” that accrues to their Equals ; 

imagining that, li kad not been for their Interpoli- 
don, they might have attained thoſe r chat 


were equally j in their Reach. 


adly, (Ir theſe may juſtly be dittinguiſhed from. | 
the Covetous,) Men of liule and mean Spirits arg 
woſt ſubjeft to Envy; becauſe to theſe, every thing 

appears great and excraordinary z as if their Minds | 
4 „ which mag- 


a i in Proportion 10 Weir Littleneſs, 
3dly, Men of extraordinary Endowments and Abi- 
lities, or that are renowned on Account of ſome un. 
common Excellence , or mighty Performances ; and, 
in general, Men chat are ſtudious of the ſame Attain- 
ments, whether of Wealth,” or "Wiſdom, or Valour, 
or the like, are very ſubject to Envy; becauſe their 
Intereſts either de, ur at leaſt are aſten imagined to 
imerfexe, and therefore they cannot hear a Rival. It 
vas this chat ſet, Pompey, and Cæſar at ſuch Variance 3 
becauſe, (as the Hiſtorians obſerve,) the One could/ 
don bear an Equal, nor the Other a Superiar... LE 
.: Proud Men alſo are remarkably ſubjett to this Vice 


Senf if cbeir Pride be founded upon Wesch 


Beanty, Birth, or any other Conſideration diſtin 
Lan Merit, if they have no real and valuable' 
Serm. CLAEXIX, | Advantages 
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Advantages e Pede h a ro ng as 8 


ing, Wiſgem. IS or uſeful. Arts , of ſome Kind, 


2 may. he benefited ;) hecauſe then | 
their Birth, , or Wealth, or other 


1 Advantäges; being 0 their only. DiſtinQions above 
bear to ſee thoſe Men. grow, up 


W 
or imagina- 


into EReem, and Wealth, and Hinout, by <6 Force 
of their own Merit, 'who before were their Ioferiors; 


and who, they foreſee, muſk one Day be better, and 
8 more juſtly eſteemed, than themſelves. — And, DD 


Laſtly, old Men are very  ſubjeRt to Envy i becauſe 


they ſee the Youth, poſſeſſed of thoſe Advantages 


which once were theirs , and which they image they 
have yet a Right to- 


Having, ſbeym the Nate: BE Origin of = ram 


.. 


and who they are that are : ol men 
ceed, in the next place, 3 125 


0 e n Ge ofit,” i 
And here, — Envy is plainly the Effect of a 
Mind wholly ſet upon the things of this World, and 


my: cold and indifferent to Virtue and Goodneſs. / 


| When: @ Perſon, who hath repreſented to himſelf 


tgmporali;Proſperiey: and Pleaſure as the only deſira- 
ble Poſſeſſion, ſees. Others better accommodated than 


himſelf, he canne 
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T0 this may . 
Jen and Capacity an Opinion chat rio Reſpebt 
can be too great, r Reward toe goed dor uũ ). 
In ſuch a depraved State of Mind, Tirvy hath a 
natural and A ebay Party 
nn 2 1. n 
I beſe are hen 92 ſes fas Pant of him, that en. 
vies : = Let us in the „ 
on his. Pant alſo, that is envied. Where, 
In the full Place, we are to obſerve, that it 308 
ways cauſed by ſyracthing eitber Good. or Great; 
ES EO RENNER Pers 
— 9 6 vs: 
e, ee ne ati Ge of 
all the Motives of Eavy, ws. muſt reckon up all the 
ſeveral Virtues, Ornaments and Perfectiona, both in- 
ternal. and external, that the Nature of Man 1 
pable of being enabled with : —ſuch as are, ; -{ 
> Accompli ſhments of Mind; Advantages « of Birth, | 


ank, and Bae, with 5 8 Succeſs i in in world 
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have the Beauty of- Abſalom, the Strength of 8: | 
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As 10 Accompliſhments: The chief Endonmen 
for which, Man deſerves to; be; valued, is, Virtue. 
This, unqueſtionably , forms.the moſt eſlimable Dit. 


„„ 
a ee Po ara 2 G4 


This may, in Part, be owing to v HP petibting 


in al who bebold d, that high Degree of Reſpeft and 
Love, which extinguiſhes Envy. But probably, it is 
more owing to the good Opinion which every One 
entertains of his own Moral Qualities. Some Vir- 
| ies; or, ee: the Seeds of them, he finds within 
his Breaſt. Others he vainly attributes to himſelf. 
Thoſe in'which be is plainly deficient he undervalues; 
as either not real Virtues, or Virtues of a very inferior 
Rank; ; and, therefore, reſts ſatisfied, ee eg 
RVP 


1 Ann 


"The Caſe i is different, with 8 Mental 
Abilities and Powers which are aſcribed to others. As 
long as theſe are exerted in a Sphere of Aktion re- 


mote from ours, and not brought into Competition 


with Talems of the ſame Kind, to which we have Pre- 
tenſions , they create no Jealouſy. They are viewed 
v diſtant Objefts, in which we have no Concern. It 
o and Ed axe 
RE - rival 


„ oy 4 7 


Fo a wt i r 


uncuen among Mankind. Vet this, which: may ap. 
pear ſurpriſing , never forms any Ground of Envy: | 


n... a GE 


E. S Fg . p 


Cui df it - by 
rival as in whit e wiſh oc, that they avaten 


ny” 
. is — peaking, tenor ground. 
iid; Talents vf others. For, here tod, our Self 


complacency brimgs us Relief; from dhe Perſuaſion, 
that were we thoroughly knowh , & full Jaſtice done 


to us, our ot ee ee e * 
thoſe of our Rivuls. 

e, dect, Peedy ahead Vai, bi e 
Fruit of the Accompliſhments 'of others; the Prez 
eminende which the Opinion ef the World beſtows or 
which we dread it will beſtow, on their Talents above 
ours. But, they who are thus Rung, eſpecially when 
they allow, its ;Malignity 10 appear, confeſs a Senſe | 
of their qwn Inferiority ; and, in Effet, pay Homage 

to that Merit, ane We ptnbi 
de, 

lee eee 55 
Daiquiri which it creates, let ſuch Perſons further con- 5 


i ſider, how, inconfiderable the oa 
5 Rivals have gained, by any + eriority over them. 

n They whom you envy, ae chemſchies caldrin- oat | 
þ others who follow the fame Purſuits ; for, Few, very 
d . few indeed, have reached = Summit of Excellency. 
t  Hemiired, a8 they. may be, by a Circle of theie 
) Friends, they have to look up to others, who ſtami 
| Inn Sem. CLXXXIX  - above 


478 | Againſt Eavy. : 

Mortifications which you ſuffer in looking up to them, 
Beſides, what Labour has it coſt them to arrive at 
that Degree of Eminence they have gained ; and after 
all their Labour, how yaperfe& is their Recompenſe ? 


= Within what narrow, 8 Fame confined ? 


With what a Number of Humiliations is. it mixed ? 
To how many are they abſolutely unknown ? And, 
among thoſe who know n »by bow e 
5 0 Attending! ily 6 theſe Cederatons this En- 
| vious: might cougs; de End, to diſcern , that the 
Fame acquired by any Accompliſhments of the Mind, 
by all chat Skill ean coutrive, or Genius execute, a- 

mounts to no more than a ſmall Elevation; raiſes the 
Peoſſeſſor to ſuch an inconſiderable Height above 

others, that they may, without ve e 15 oped con- 
eented with their own Mediocrity. 


As to Advantages of Fortune, e 


| Rank and Riches, and even Qualifications of Body 
and Form; it muſt be confeſſed that thoſe which re- 


late to the Body ought certainly, in the comparative 


Eftimation of ourſelves and others; to hold the loweſt 
Place; as in the Acquiſition of them we can claim no 
Merit, but, muſt — tan Ol of 
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7 Envy has often Moes llt here in full Maligniry; 
tho a final} Meafare of Refleftion might have diſcover- 


ed, that there was litth er tis Ground for this Paſſion 
to riſe. It would have proved a Bleſſing to Mul- 


tudes, t6 have wanted theſe Advantages for which 
they are enxied. How frequently, for Inſtance, has 
Beauty betrayed the Poſſeſſors of it ints many 4 


held with @ malicious Eye by thoſe who are their 
"Rivals; they, in the Mean Time, glow with no leſs 


Envy againſt others by whom they are ſurpaſſed; 
while in the midſt of their Competitions, Jealouſics, 
and concealed Enmities, the fading Flower is cally - 
blaſted ; ſhort-lived at the beſt ; and trifling, -at any 
Rate, in Compariſon with the higher and — 


| Beauties of the Mind. — But, 


Of an the Grounds of Envy e Men, Supe- 
riority in Rank and Fottune is the moſt general. 


Hence, the Malignity which the Poor commonly bear 


to the Rich, as engroſſing to themſelves all the Com- 
forts of Life. = Hence, the evil Eye-with which{Per- 
ſons of an inferior Station ſcrutiniſe thoſe who are a- 
bove hem in Rank; and, if they approach to that 
Rank, their Envy againſt ſuch as are ftill « Step 
uber dan themſelves, = But alaſs! ' 
Go "I this envious Diſquietude : which agitates the 
erm. CLXXxIix· orld, 


. World, wikes from a l eee wide imple. 


on the publick View. Falſe Colours are expoſed; 


e R appears 


to be. | 


. Diftinion of 


Ranks to take· place; but in Point of Happineſs, all 
Men come much nearer to an Equality than is com- 
monly imagined ; () and the Circumſtances, which 


form any material Difference of Happineſs among 


chem, are not Nn which readers. deen 
| Grounds of Envy. 


The poor ... 
Chirenicnced cad Bleaſaree'of the Rich ; but, in Re- 
| turn, he is free from many Embarraſſments to which 

| the Rich are ſubjet. By the Simplicity and Uni- 


- formity of his Life, he is delivered from that Variety 


: of Cares, which perplex thoſe who have great Affairs 
| to manage, intricate Plans to purſue, many Enemies, 


perhaps, 20 encounter in the Purſuit. In the Tran- 
quility of his ſmall Habitation, and private Family, 


be enjoys a Peace which is often unknown in the 
Palaces of great Men. The Gratifications of Nature, 


which are always the moſt fatisfaQory , are poſſeſſed 
by him to their full Extent ; = and, if he be a Stranger 


10 the refined Pleaſures of the Wealthy, he is unac- 
Auainted allo with the Defire of them; and by Con. 
705 nn 8 ſequence, 
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of the Rich, who fit down to their hivqriow Ban- Ns 
gabzs, "His levy is more Dubd, and his Health more 
firm.” His aceuſtonied Employmetits are hot m 
oppreſſive to him, than the Fatigue of Atiendang * 
— — . 

ones and Wege er der, ad u GERI 3 
- Jo the wean'Tirke, al the Beauty of the Face of 


mon 


It 


” 8 7 


Peres hne, to che Great, - But, as "they Fo fa, Be, | 3 | 
mitiar, they ate forgotten; and, of Courſe, fk __ Wo 
he Rank of thole orliuty things, which dl res. 7 
vithout raifitig atiy Senfation of Ip. 
Ceaſe, therefore, from eee with Diſcontentd 
A Eh) to thoſe whom Birth or Fog ne have placed | 
above you. a 9: Balance of Happineſs gs: ; 


FEET 


Py 


„„ " 


15 OR e 
* e ee ee 


r 24K 


7 


182 


Vs 
4 . Often, IE: bs yon Tae 
. — Bu, d 93 er a1 $0: 0 


Befdes the 3 e 
in the Courſe, of yon u- ar ae 


rie of l 


| " A al Ravks of Mea y Competiidds: ie; 
wherever any favourite Object is purſued-in common, 
Jealoafies ſeldom fail to take-place among thaſe who 
are equally deſirous of attaining it; —as in that anci- 
ent Iuſtance of Envy recorded of Joſeph's Brethren, 
ho . hated 3 e, 
3 than all the reſt.” | 
© Inſtances, | | 


a Reward; ; "Whille the greater Part of Men's Misfor- 
tunes and Diſappointments can , generally, be traced 
to che fame Miſeonduct of their own. Wiſdom 
beingeib 10 Honour” — The Hand of the Diligent 


maketh rich; — and, it hath been aſſerted, not alto 


gether without Reaſon, that « of his own Fortune in 
Life, every Man is the chief Artificer.” If Joſeph 


was- preferred by the Father before all his Brethren, 


his fibſequent Con ud ſhowed how well be merited 


„ 1 7 * Beos 


: > 8 


„ 


| leed , Gain occur, of . 

Perſons prevented, by a Succeſſion of croſs Incidents, 
from riſing into publick Acceptance. But in the or- 
dinary Courſe of things, Merit, ſooner or later, receives 
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m. it is neceſſiry for them to 
es they have been altogether fair in the 
Compariſon they have made of their own. Merit with 
that of their Rivals ; and whether they have not them - 
ſelves. to blame, more than. the World, for being leſt 
behind in the Career of Fortune. The World is not ' 
always blind or unjuſt in conferring its Favours N 
But, — Suppoſing it ever ſo much ſo towards 
you, this will nat vindicate. Malignity: or Emy to- RN | 
wards a more proſperous Competitor. You may 55 
accuſe che World; but what Reaſon have you to OS 
bear Ill-will to him; who has. ren ono anmart 
vour which the- World ſhowed him? _ 1 1 
If, by Means that are unfair, he has riſen; . Z 
advance himſelf, has afted injurious to you; Reſent- 
ment is juſtifiable ; hut, if you cannot accuſe him of 
any ſuch improper Conduct, his Succeſs alone gives 
vo Sandtion to your Envy. Yau, perhaps, preferred, | 
the Enjoyment of your Eaſe, to the: Stir of a buſy, os 
the Cares of a thoughtful: Life: Retired from Rug 
World and following your favourite I nclinations, . 


| you were not always. attentive to ſcize the Opportuni- 
tes whietr offered, for doing eee Cha- 


hs TE your our Sunn, O). = : > 


0 Mes Lege utar, ut potior fit, quiprins of ad au. 
A He that ſpares. to ſpeak, ſpars to ſpeed. 1 


* Againſt beg, 


Ought you thento complain, i the more active and 
laborious 


ͤ——:.:. vie aangh ar 0 
as rejicit . Cura in omni Re plurimum walet 1 Legligentia ſemper 
Comitem habet Infelicitatem. Fel Feflum weniens Calceos non wendit., 
This World may be conſidered by us as-a great Mart of Com- 
merce, where Fortune expoſes to our View various Commodities, 
\Riches, Eaſe, Tranquility, Fame, Integrity. Knowledge, & e. Every 
thing is marked at a ſettled Price. Our Time, our Labour, our In- 
genuity, is ſo much ready Money which we are to lay out to the beſt 


| 4 


Advantage. Examine , - compare , - chuſe, reject, - but ſtand to 


your own Judgment; and do nat, like Children, when you have pur- 
chaſed one thing, repine that you did not poſſeſs: another which you 
did not purchaſe. © 
4 ni rhe eee of well regulates Induftry , that a leady and 
Exertion of our Faculties, 3 . End, will ges 
merally.inſure Succeſs. . 
© Would you, (for 0 be rich ? Do you think that fingle 
Point worth the facrificing every thing elſe to? You may then be 
Rich. Thouſands have become ſo from the loweſt Beginnings by Toit 
and patient Diligence, and Attention to the minuteſt Articles of Ex- 
| pence and Profit . But you mult give up the Pleaſures of Leiſure, of 
a vacaut Mind , of a free and unſuſpicious Temper. If you preſerve 
your integrity, it mult be by acoarſe-ſpun and har Honeſty. Thoſe 
high and lofty Notions of Morals , which ariſe from the higher Feel- 
ings, muſt he conſiderably lowered , & mixed with the baſer Alloy of 
| = jealous and worldly-minded Prudence. You mult learn to do hard, 
io nat anjalt things ; and for the nice Embarraſments of a delicate & 
ingenious Eirit; it is neceſſary for you to get rid of them ns faſt as 


poſbble, | In ſhort, muſt not attempt to enlarge your Ideas or 
— Taſte, br o your. Sentimente, but muſt ware on in one 
Þeaten Track, withour turbing either to > the Righ or to the 


Lett. But perhaps you will ſay, I cannot e Droggors the this 
I feel a Spirit above it. le en Be abore it then; ne 
e | be 


a one 


7 * 


4 5 * 
'Cuuſes of it. | iy 
* 


eee enge. to 
Iain? 


6 Is Knontedge the ene of Pile They, jon, may he sen 
by Keady Application , and long ſolitary Hours of Study and Re- 
dion; Beftow theſe, and you mall be wit. 'But, (ſays che Man of 
Latters,) aobat a Hargjhip. is. it, that many an illitttate Felbꝰvo ball raiſe 


17 


a Fortune, and make « Figere, ig I haus tat dittle whre thai the o. 


# Necefaries of Life? Was it in Order to raiſe a Fortune , that van 
conſumed the ſprightly Hours of Youth in Study and Retirement 3 
Was it to be Rich, that y'ou grew pale over the Midnight Lamp? 
You have chen miltaken. your Path, aud ill-employd your. Induſtry. ; 

at Reward, (you will iay,) have I, then, for. all my. Lalvurs ? 2 


What Renard ? A large compechenũ ve Soul , „ well refined from Lula . 
gar Fears , and Perturhations , and Prejudices; able to comprehend, | 


and interpret the Works of Man, of God. A cich, flouriſhin 


cultivated Miad 5 Pregnant with inerhauſtible Stores of Enterrains 
n ent and Reflection. — A perpetual Spring of ſuch Ideas , and the 
conſcious Dignity of Superior SI ear w0R — . Heaven! And f 


| what Reward can you alk heſides ? 
B, Is it nat fone Reproach upon the . ee that fc 


& One, who is a mean dirty Fellw , Hauld have amaſſed Wealth exough 


1 buy half a Nation # Not in aha the leaſt . He made himſelf s meaty 
ditty Fellow to that very Ead; He hath paid bis Health, his Conſci-" 
ede, this Liberty for it ; and will you envy him his Bargain ? will you 


dioop, ah bluſh i in' his Preſence , becauſe ne outchines you bel an | 


page and Show? Lift up your Brow with à noble Conkidence 3 

fiy to. yourſelf, 1 kave int theſe things , it is true: but "ir; er 
bave not ſought, beckije I have wt defired then ; it te Weasſe 7 poſe 

ſtnething better”; I have choſen wy Lot ; I am content and ſatisfied.” ' 


-" You ate à modett Man Tou love Quiet and Independence, . | 


have a Deſicacy and Reſerve in your Temper, which renders it impoſ- 
ible for you to etbow your Way i in the World, and be the Herald 
of x your own "Deſerts. . Be content then with 4 modeſt Retirement, 
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ie re Elten of your beſt Friends; „ "with ene Pra of a 2 5 FG 
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Io, 
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attain ? Confder, ben it you ho EL leſs Pre- 
ſerment, you have poſſeſſed more Indulgence and 
Eaſe. Conſider moreover, that the Rival to whom 
you look up with repining Eyes, tho more fortunate 
in che World, may perhaps , on the Whole, not be 
more happy than you. He has all the Viciflitudes of 
the World before him. He may have much more to 
encounter, and ſuffer, from which you are protedded 
by the greater Obſcurity of your Station. Every Situa- 


tion in Life, bas both a bright and a dark Side. Let 


not your Attention, therefore, dwell only on what is 
bright on the Side of thoſe you envy, and dark on 
. e e Yu BOTH Sides of your 
75 . _ reſpeſtive 


If Heart, —5 2 deſicate 3 spirit z but . the ſplendid 
Diſtin&ions « of the Warld to theſe who can better ſcramble for them. 


gp The Man , whoſe tender Senkvility of Conſcience and Rciet. Re» 
gard to the Rules of Morality , makes him ſcrupulous and fearful of 
offending, is often heard to complain of the Diſadvantages he lies un- 
| der in every Path of Honour and Profit — Could I but get ouer ſome , 
nice Paints , aud conform to the Practice and Opinion of thaſe about me , I 


| agb. lang as fair a Chance as Others for Digaities & Preferment. And 
why. can you nat? - what hinders you from diſcharging this trouble. 
ſome Scrupuloſity of yours, which ſtands ſo  grievoully i in your Way ? 
1 it be a ſmall thing to enjoy a healthful Mind , ſound at the very 


Core, that does not ſhrink from the keeneft [uſpe&ion z inward Free- 
| dom from Remorie agd Perturbation z unſullied Whiteneſs and Sime. 


icity of Manners a genuine Integrity, © pure in the laſt Receſſes 


of the Mind ;* it you think theſe Advantages an inadequate Recome 
pence for "hat you reign „ N en, e 
. 
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i 
7 the Sun of 
Felicity: "I 7 5 
Theſe then, nee Chase of Me View before us, 
[viz] Accompliſhments of Mind, Advantages f 
Birth, Rank and Fortune, with ſuperior Succels in 
worldly, Purfaits; neither of which, we ſee, upon the 


Whole, are e eee 9 9. 83 


chars, + Bute: 
e eee ie Abbes u Wise, 6 yer 
exit n the xgld. and INS 


1 ſhall proceed, A 50 


III. To point, "pi 8 "Ie 
n we may Ls whether we are really c 
with, or free of, the Vice before us: For, « 5 1g 
Effects will the Cauſe be known.” — And. 
5+ Firſt, It is a ſhrewd Sign of our envying another, 
when we find ourſelves averſe from doing him good 
Offices ; for , this is a treat Corruption of Nature; 
which, in its Purity, is ſocial and benevolent , and is 
no leſs xeady , than. willing, to Ads of Kindneſs and 
Good-will; whereas Envy: is a tiarrow, ſelfiſh Prin- 
ciple ; utterly. inconſiſtent with that univerſal Charity 
which is the firſt DiRate of our uncorrupt Nature, 
Am which our bleſſed Saviour recommends to us as. 
hee diſtinguiſhing Character of his Followers, 15 
A ſecond Symptom of Emcy y ane much . 

1 Serm. ILX XXIX. : , T3 


3 


74 y 


55 . eee eee 
What it ſhould be: and hath this Singularity in it, that 
it hath Evil for its Objeft, ITO PIO; +: 
boxe any other Paſſion whatever, 


Even Anger, unruly and outrageous as ks; Hines 
either by Time or Satisfaction; and, for. the moſt 
pros calms into Gead-nature and Benevolence. No, 
1 Nature, but Eavy, is deadly * 8 
malignant. — Again, * 


1 A 


Another Symptom of Envy u, u 8 Diſ- 
poſition, expreſſing itſelf either in induſtriouſly filenc- 
ing the oo. Ations of others; poſing, the 


Hs Ck c In Beauty, e- R 7 
Phu wallet Speck is ſeen. on Sοõ,ẽu“-'pk. 
Ne 8 To all apparent Beauties blind, _ 

hes A nut Blemiſh firikes a vulgar Mind, | | 
* eee ra eee PING IS. 


vin ues of a malicious Mind, not WA Wha Man that 
bs ponthy of Adairatioa; Much Obſervation of the Unworthineſs 
of being Pained at the Excellence of another, will bring you to 2 
Scbru of yourſelf for that Vawilliagneſs , and when you have got lo 


far, you will find it a greater Pleaſure, than you ever before knew, to 
. Jo-prometiog 9 * mne, the praiſe-worthy- 


1 l un * 
1 53 $08 HE ö , 


T7 * 


| Symp TOY 


doubnful and indifferent, by. aol 7 5 a. | 
tions ; depreciating, by*Pity, the Excellency of others, 
when attended, (as ar belt it muſt de,] with ſome Im- 
perfection and Allay 3 AN the Excl, 
lency we ſeem to 1 

As Envy, then, i is 4 P. affion'of to odour a N 
it is no Wonder that &very Man endeavours tö cbh- 
ceal it as much as poſſible from the World; and even 
to diſſemble the Appen of it to his own Heart. 
Hence it is apt to grow upon n him unperceived. Let 
him, therefore, who is defirous to keep his Heart pure 
from its Influence, examine himſelf ſtrictly on the fore · 
going Diſpoſitions which he bears towards his more 
proſperous Neighbours. Does he ever view, with 
ſecret Uneaſineſs, the Merit of others riſing into No- 
tice and Diſtinction? Does he hear their Praiſes with 
unwilling Ear? Does he feel an Inclination to depre- 
ciae what he dares not openly blame ? When oblidged 
to commend, does his cold and aukward Approbation, | 
inſinuate his Belief of ſome unknown DefeQs in he 
applauded Character? From ſuch Symptoms as theſe, 


—ů Sia Vice Cotis, acutum —- 
Reddere que Ferrum valet, exſors ipſa hu. 
„„ play the Whetſtone : uſeleſs and unfit , 
„„ To cut myſelf, 1 harpen Others' Wü. 
T | Serm. cIXXIIX. N 
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tenneſs of the Bones; 
_ Good-nature operates. 
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fours 28d corrupts, () and is the dire Contradifion | 
to Happineſs and Health. It is the Bane of all that 
and beautiful in Life. It inverteth the Na. 


ling with 
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III. To ſhew the mW Effets it produceih, which 
are many. oy Sn Os OO 
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192 Ae an 
of Meanneſs and Malice; it wiſhes the Poe of 


Goodneſs reſtraiqed, am de Meaſures of Happineſs 
abated ; laments over Proſperity, and ſicknes at the 
Sight-of Health; it looſes the Enjoyment of What it 
poſſeſſes, by the Diſconcent i it ſhews'a the 1 pa 

ment of another. litt 
Could the Enxious prevail all noble Undertaking &h 
vould be cruſhed, and Invention nipped in the Bud; . 


nothing extraordinary i in Induſtry, Senſe or Bravery, 2 
would be endured, whatſoever was ſhining would ſoon 


* * 2 
1 5 2 1 


be eclipſed. To excell either i in Art or Nature, would 4. 

be a Crime; and none Gould be Life but the” I and alter 

the Uſdeſs. 7 TD vide 

| i i envious "Man i is in Pain upon all 9 Thi 
h which ought to give him Pleaſure. The Reliſh of his Per 
* Life is inverted ; and the ObjeQs which adminiſter fanc 

the higheſt Satisfaftion to thoſe who are exempt from WW Mer 

this Paſſion; give the quickeſt Pangs to thoſe who are By 

ſubgeR 1 10 it. All the, PerfeQions of their Fellow-Crea- a Ba 

tures to them are odious, Youth, Beauty, Valour = V. 

and Wiſdom „are Provocations of their Diſpleaſure. nance 

"What a wreiched and apoſtate State muſt this be, to neſs i 

be. offended with Excellence, and hate à Man be« ff nothe 

cauſe we approve- him. A Man..aRtuated by this. f turns 

ipgapable of rejoicing in another's Merit and Succels, WW an en 
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Effects of it⸗ 493 


put lives in 2 Wond where all, Mankind are in ſtrong 
and attive;Confpiracy againſt 1 e , their 
e ee Advantage. - 
_ - "ft is no ſmall Confirmation of the Baſenels of this 
* Paſſion, that the Reliefs of the envious M an, are thoſe, 


0 


litle Blemiſhes and Impéfections a diſcover  them- 


1 dees! in an INuftrious Character. e 
; 11 is Matter of great 1 to an envious Per. 
* ſon, when a Man of known Honour does a thing un- 


MN worthy of himfelf; ; or when an AQtion' 5 which was 
Id well executed, upon better Information, p appears, fo 


nd altered in its Circumſtances, that the Fame of it is di. 


vided among many, inſtead of being attributed to Obe. 


This is a ſecret Satisfaction to theſe Malignants. The 
perſon whom before they could not but admire, they 
fancy i 1s nearer their own Condition, as ſoon a as' his 
Merit is ſhared among others. But, 3 
T be maſi uſual Succour to the Envious, i is, to harp 
a Balance, duly adjuſted, in the Affairs of Others. . 
Yau will ſce an envious Man clear up his e 
nance, if, in the Relation of an Man's great Happi · 
nels in One Point, you mention his Uneaſineſs in a- 
nother, Mühen he bears that any Man is very rich he, 


thany Children. In a Word, The only ſure Way to 


an envious Man's Favour, i iy not to deſerve 3 
| Serm, CMC. apes There 


_ 2 


tyrns pale, but recovers when you add that he hath 


8 is:nc Waere pre iind here ther 
| he Abhorrence f Envy and Detraſtion. That which 
gives Birth to this deteſtable Paſſion, in a baſe Soul, 
produces a generous Emulation in better Diſpoſitions. 

Emulation is an handfom Paſſion, it is enterpriling, 
but juſt. It keeps Men within the Terms and Bounds 
of Honour, and Makes the Conteſt for Glory fat 
and generous. Here is nothing malevolent and in- 
ſiduous; the Advantage. is gained by Improvement, 
not by Injury. The Man ſtrives to excell, but then 
it is by raiſing himſelf, not by depreſſing another. 

It is an honourable Heat, that takes Fire at ano- 
cher's Excellence, and blazes out into the Rivalſhip of 
His Virtues; to give the Man we contend-with, all his 
Ment, and ſtrive fairly to out-ſhine him. But, Envy 
always wants the Spirit, as well as the Good · nature & 
| Horfour to exert itſelf ſo commendably ; ; and, as if it 

were conſcious of its own Impotence, folds its Arms 

in Deſpair. Thus a ſecret Canker knaws the Heart, 
and cats into the Bones: the Mind, mean-while is in 
| a perpetual Firment and reſtleſs. Harbour it not there- 
fore in your Breaſts , leſt another's Virtue become 
your Vice, and his Happineſs be your Torment, and 
bs CORES gra g eben en to You. , 


Buß, 


CY E. Sicali ; non and Tran 
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6 ts” -* Ivy 
„ dia in scale The warſt Effect of Envy, is, 


Fe lafluence it hach upon the Morel State of the 
Mind. Ir not only deftreys Health, but Virtue alſo, 


| Envying at God's Kindneſs to others, is, in Effet, 
4 murmuring againſt him; () for we cannot oppoſe 
Him more than by hating and doing Evil to a Man, 
becauſe God loves him, and does good to him: Nor 
b in Reſpeft of the Mam can there be any thing more 
n iratlonal than to love him the leſs, merely b becauſe he 
| is endued with thoſe Qualities, for which, in Reaſon 

and Juſtice, we ought to love him the more. 

In all ordinary Caſes, Thankfulneſs N 
Do for wink we have; and nothing can be more' 
unreaſonable, than Diſcontent for what we have not. 
We know not the Deſerts of others, in Compariſon 
with ourſelves. - We know not the various and wiſe 
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cri, ar the Proſperity of another, is Partaker of the ſame. * 

ut, u is godlike and the tureſt Sign of a noble 8 | 
Tavy in our Nature, and to take Pleaſure in the God of others. 18 
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us, whatever i be, than any ather: State arid Condi. 
yon, which we; hro' "rout may be tend 
eſtly to covet, for ourſelves, and,envy-in others. 
All Virtue conſiſts in a ſociable Diſpoſition, Love 
and Benevolence are : Fountains from, whence it 
flows: therefore + when, by hath. once poiſoned the 
Mind with Deſpite, with Gall, and Bitterneſs, and En- 
mity, may we not juſtly ak, with St. James, << My 
Brethren, can the ſame F. 2unta 1 ina. Ls 
Feet Water and bitter?” _ a 75 


2dly, Another! Il Effekt that ea WY upon the 
Perſon poſſeſſed of it, is, that it expoſeth hum to the 
Juſt. Hatred and Averſion of al Mankind; for, who 
is he but will requite che Envious FORO the 
Spiteful their juſt Deſerts ?., But, 
The worſt Effect of all is, that we are hereby ſeclu- 
del ihat Vinue, Charity, the very Bond of all Perſect- 

neſs, without which whoſoever lverh is Spied dead 
before G God. 
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So that _— deprive 3 i once EA 
of the Love of Society, and the Favour of God, and 
leave ourſelves equally detefted and deſpiſed by both. 


| + t0: 


"The 111. Effefts.which this pernicious Paſſion hath 
upon Society: are beyond alt Expreſſion. It is an 
unraiy Exil; fun of deadly Poiſon,” and ſpreads its 
E INES, 


R nd 
" . . — 3 
: «44s 1 1 7 + 5 * ; * ot a 
83 2 „„ » ; 5 4% * * ” Nd 
＋ bl 7 
4 l * : 5 N 
# 
* 


S++ 


1 . 2 zz ˙ Pe, „ an 4 —— —U—U—ñ—ͤ4 —— — < - es 436/46 %; 4 
: 3 - . y 1 — hoot: 1 cg n — 
— — — eee NO EIS ER — — 


_—_ 
- 4 


3 — but who an lt 

before Eu yr 1 e e 14 
Merit and e en © kn. 

Peace and Happineſs , enn 


againſt it, eee eee to its 
malign Aſſaults, en e Objects of its | 


* 8 . &þ +: Ei fo Avda 1 $i en 
y 0 The Objedd of, this Paſſion enten defirable,”/ : 
Cerca ef davidia, nec quidguan ſeit ee eee | 
ih . Invidia Virtutum Chet. Semper Formafis Fabula Pans. ſuit. 1 
And, tho Excellency, preciſely considered, cannot occaſion Di- | 
* key yet Exellency- miſplaced-; may. The Bandes bulicres bit F 
FF a * ih 
he It mult de certainly from this Motive, thab Anthems amd i 
ho 44 with duc Regard hn ale, (u Vives paſcithr Liver,) tho- FS 
he Juſtice GONE. their” 12 wn 4. Virus 8 —_ | | | 
K & | 
5 | Artes EY | i 
b 8 8 extinfus amabjizr lm. 3 8 : 5 |" 
Deere ext the refty 4 


ee eee . — 


*. Kealon chat we {earce ever eltcem a Man equal to bie : 11 
gil | we have | loft him lens clear from the following : Protjen ? Fo 
vid, praterita Featratione prolequimur. of illis uo ei, bit 12 1 

1 — Antiquity has more Votaries from rejudice thai from | 15 
Realops, for all perhage ate more" willing er ene eee ors g 
Exceſledcies, and ame bümire indiſcriminately. what has been long · | 
preſerved thus. the Miad contemplates Genius thro the Shades of | 88 1 95 Fa 
Age, as the Eye forveys the Syn thro the n . EYE oh l 
* Cenſure is a Tax, Kc. CTunder) . . : f ZE 
ing z ng 0) wee ddder 2, Greatngls. Mat, in 2008 ur 47 L009 "FF 

1. eee ee, * HA 

e en „ aa 8 1. ONS q; 

=; : EA { , 
TE, = | | 

1 


196 Abe Ein 
us, whatſoever i be, than amy other: State arid ccd. 
tion, which we; chro Ignorance, may be apt moſt earn; 


eſtly to covet. for ourſelves, and, envy in others. 


An Virtue conſiſts in a ſociable Diſpoſition. Love 
and Benevolence are : Fountains from whence i it, 
flows: therefore, when, fy. hath. ence poiſoned the 
Mind with Deſpite, with Gall, und Rs, and En. 
mity, may we not, juſtly ak, with St. S My, 

Brethren , can the ſame F Oran. Rs ds both 
fweet Water and bitter?” _ 


2dly, Another: In ESA that Envy bath (pod hs 
Perſon poſſeſſed of it, is, that it expoſeth him to the 
juſt Hatred and Averſion of al Mankind; for, who 
is he but will requite che e ee 
Spiteful their juſt Deſerta 7 Hut, | 


'The nort-#RR of il is. thas ve archereby fects.” 


ded that Virtue, Charity, the very Bond of all Perſect- 
neſs, 702 Which whoſoever liveth is counted dead 


before God, 


So that wy hs e at. — IR 


c the Love of Society, and the Favour of God, and 


leabe o riclves equally derehed and deſpiſed by both. | 
"The In EffeAs.which this pernicious Paſſon hath 
pon Socicty-are beyond alt Expreſſion. lt is an 


na Evil, Full of 558 Poiſon,” Neg oa 


VEL 
* * 3 
5 —— . Ü. FAS INE 
* 4 . ' - 
; ; ; * 
. , * F 
* * 


— 


* * 4 ; } 83; þ * ; 3 
Ay gs a be * 5 
1 » ? a FL | F 22 
FEI TIER ed RL 2 „ eee 


YEE THI ²ĩ˙ ˙ il tha tb SPE 
4 e 9 


Efſefts of in * 


1 ee TN but who'can; land 
before Envy f e 10G: T3555 a4 2} £440 
Merit and nee as .4wo great Socurighs br | 
Peace and Happineſs , are ſo far from being ſhielded 1 
againſt it, that they are the moſt of all expoſed to ĩts 1 
malign Aue und the fore Nee of in fett 
83 CCCCCCCCCCT. HE i, 
Wi Tha Objedd of this Paſſion be Ai. ; 
220 JJC ͤ ˙ͤÄ ner extranet xl 
. nvidia Virtztum Gomes, —— Semper Formafis Fabula: Pina. ſuit. 
| And, tho Excellency, preciſely conſidered, cannot occaſion Diſs | 
me; yet Exellency mitplaced , may. — The n ee 
b by the Luſtre of hie Neighbour, _ weld amp. 
1e - Temult be certainly! from this Motive, el a ww: | 
10 think with duc Regard whit alive, (in Vives paſcithr Liver, 9 tho* | 
* Juſtice l their Memory ju. Abies. 65 Tirtwtem proentm ieee, Bo pa | 


« * N - ** 8 1 * 
, #2 Ocalis lis guerinus %.. „ 4 
1 2 r 1 key 


& * 


4 Irt 7 N _ * 
* n ali, extinlus amabjtur oy, 
g.. th 


by 5 2 8 A * N 4 1 : 70 * X * 1 2 av . 2 
COS VVT JJ ood RY EP 
8 * — = „„ © LR © wh She 3 Wo 4 93 8 : 95 

* £ 325 } 1 


(EE 18 . K 4 1 ere. Abr N ER 211 9 4 N Wen 8 h Þ 
Waste 285 1 tun 1 7 75 de eee res, ce: PTD, N OE 362% 
N 4861 _ Wat; 1 (1/064, 344 85 24 251 1159 Ry 60e put 1, be WHATS 
1 5 2 berg? ate 421: A 0 Feten ban, 4 pp: OM 


n pays to the Pablick | 
y for an Wa.” 


4% 2 c being emi 
or as n Emincag Mano think of eſcaping it, and ak. 
neſs ig bs afſeſted. v vnn it. All the induſtrious Perſons of AfA Es 
creed in th org ors dere in ne Ro RT 
Mig. There is no Defence agi Reproach, hut e _ 
a Fd eee eee, Bat. bl on US 


OI ION 4 q ena 223. od... 


* " 


— FAS 


2 of Bminence are cpa 4 Crue, a tho ou Fans, e 1 3 


rr 
* 


8 8 


r * 1 3 
3 * 1 
REES 3 ow —— 
5 * 


— 
TE — — 
— = 3 


4 : | 
[ Y E 
: 

Y 

1 


r 


— — — —— 
— 


— — 


— — — . —— —— —ᷣ ects — = 


5 * 
: * 4 aan” | 
1 * — N 4 
3 ** 4 
90 __— wr.” 1 0 — 
; * a 
A £% * * 3 « 
. * EW * 15 <li e * 5 
- * : 4 
> 2 PIR. 
1 * 2 
8 


—— — — — 
n 


— — — 


< _— — 
— * 


* 
: 
3 


could ſacrifice their own Brother to the Jealouſy of a 
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|  Reproaches, which are not due to them; they likewiſe rective. ae, 


8 not deſerve. In a Word, | 
The Man in an high Poſt is never ——— indifferent 


Eye; but is always confidered as n Friend, oc un Enemy, For this 
Reaſon; Perſons, in Great Stations; have ſeldom their true Charaters 
drawn till ſeveral Years after their Deaths. Their perſonal Friend- 
ſhips aud Enmities mat ceaſe , and the Parties they were engaged in, 
be at an End, befuce their e neee have Joſs 
dane them. e aud e 

2 — Sa — adjuſt-the Charaders 
. of Illuſtrious Perſons , and to ſet the Matter right between thoie Aug 

who by their Rivalry for Grestneſa, c divided the World into 
FaQions. We can now allow Caeſar to be a Great Man, without de- 


. _- rogating from Pompey ; and celebrate the Virtues of Cato , without 


detractiag from thoſe of Ceſar. Crery One chat has bom long dead, 
has a due Propertion of Praiſe allotted him, in which, w ilſt he lived, 
bis Friends were tos profule, and his 3 $00 ſparing. 
_Epyioue Perſons are, or the molt Part, wagrateful, mean, 

, and malicious. © They hie under à double Misfortune , Ps 


l a,; Invidi weil , pteter fup Ani, Beis eld aliens contri] 
| taatur. | Calamity , and common Bleſſings fall beavy upon 
them; Nature gives then a Shidre'in the firſt, and IIl- nature in tho 
Ui; and, having their own Troubles, „ and the Happinels of their 
Wu, to diſturb them, thiey need no other Ingredients of Miſe. 
1. Kü in its own Tormentor. ©.He loves Virtue, that loves and bo- 


novre ir whicte it i ſen? but he who is en vi, or ingry at a Virtus 


mat it not his own, is nor covetours of the Virtue; but only of its Re- 
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Effect of it. | 199 

. Witneſs, the implacable' Malice of Saul againſt 
David; the Man of all: the Earth he was moſt oblidg- 
ed to, who had fo-often ſaved him and his Kingdom 
from-DeſtruQtion, and was the greateſt 5 8 A ; 
as the greateſt Sccurity, of his Country. | 

Higher yet; — Even the Immaculate Lain; the 
Lord:of Life, and Saviour of us all, could not eſcape 
it : Witneſs; the Teſtimony of their om Gavernor, 
who « knew that for Envy they had delivered him.“ 

It unhinges all- the Obligations of Gratitude. and | 
Juſtice, and changes the very Tendency of e 5 
It 1s conſcious of its own Malignity, () and therefore 


ever, becauſe it juſtly regards all Returns of Kindneſs | 
and Benevolence to be, as in Fat they really a are, its 
greateſt Reproach, { 50. — And, i 7 

Not not only this; but it ſaps alſo the Reliſh 1 
Enjoyment of all our earthly Poſſeſſions whatever :. 
1 2 the er of 1 who, cho Fine in, 
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it is impoſſible to relax i it by any good Offices what-: + 


_ Againſt Envy; 
the! Favourof a Monarch, and equal almoſt in diz 


; vity to him; yet, could take no Satisfaction from all of 
his ſurrounding Ingredients of Happineſs, merely thro 25 5 
me ill Effect of this bitter Root: 4 All theſe things,” 55 

(. ays he,) « profit me nothing, ſo long as I ſee Mor. neil 
gcc the Jon; e LD high 

| © Ina Word, — tis, for the moſt Pan, tothisone fl dr 
N that Factions and Strife, that Murder, Ha. 2 
tred, and Infamy owe their Riſe; (®) therefore it is, oof 
chat whenever the Apoſtles ſpeak of it, they never fail Mei 
d join to it, Murders, Wraths, Strifes, Malice, E. wick 
- _  vil-ſpeaking,” &c. to ſhow that theſe are all the natu- Foy 


ral , and almoſt unavoidable Conſequences of this 
Tlbus St. Paul, (ſpeaking of the Sins of the Gen. 


gula 

„ they 
> GS which were the Conſequence of their Irreligion,) very 
mentions, among others, that they were « full of En. I not: 
vy and then immediately ſubjoins almoſt every Sin Wl crea 
cf evil Fame: And, in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, may 
be connetts Envyings with almoſt every Sin. in tt 
Thus St. Peter alſo, and St. James, aſſure us, that I and 

r here Envying is, there alſo is Confuſion and every dida 

. evil Work.” — It is, therefore, univerſally admitted he's 
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10 Effect of Envy is, that it rages greatly and remark- 1 


5 ably among Perſons that are fudious of the fume ho- 
t- neſt, laudable Attainments: () and therefore it were 


highly to be vilhed, that thoſe Men could be brought 
to believe, that wherever there is Virtue and Induſtry, 
| there will always be a Fund of Wealth, and Power, 
i and Honour, ſufficient to crown the Deſires of an) 
"> Wl poſiible Number of Candidates in Proportion to their 
„ Merir: and that the Fund of Glory will always riſe 
vith the Number of its Competitors." It is in this 
his Commeree , as „ 
gulated ; the Number of fair Traders will, in the. 
nary Courſe of things, be ſo far from diminiſhing, that 
they muſt increaſe the Wealth of the Nation; ande. 
very ſingle Man, (if Avarice and private Intereſt do * 
not injuriouſly interpoſe,) will be a Gainer by that In. | 
creaſc; at leaſt, jt is certainly ſo in This, however it 
inay bold j in 8 of other Kinds: foraſmuch ag : 
in the Purſuits of Fame from Learning, | from Vine, 8 5 : 
and good Abilities of a any Kind, the Number of Can, 
didates, if Eavy do not interpoſe, will always. increaſe 
the Fund oe Honour and Applauſe: becauſe every. 
Man wil then have jult fo many more eq * any u- 
dicious Admirers, as he hath EL "Bur. 
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1 mae farther, —We may 8 Odi. 
caſhef of this Vice by the deteſtible Ingredients of 
Which it is compoſed ; for, Pride, (as we have ſeen,) 
poiſoned with Malice, becomes Envy; and if theſe In- 
gredients were of ſuch a Nature in the Perſon of Lu- 
cifer, (that once bright and heavenly Being, ) as to oc- 
caſion, with all his Angelical. Qualities, his utter Per- 
dition; what Encouragement have we to harbour in 


dur Boſom ſuch a Crime, and to become Competiton 


with that Prince of Dathe in this moſt 9 


5 E : 


Were 8 no Miſchief to'o our - Neigh 
: how. yet it is the direct oppoſite Diſpoſition to that 
Love of him, which is the ſecond great Precept of 
Chriſt's Religion. Nay, indeed it deſerves, i in ſome 
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The revengeful Man pleads for himſelf ſome In- 
jury attempted againſt him : but the envious Perſon 
bears unproveked Malice to thoſe , who have done 
kim neither Wrong nor Harm, ſolely becauſe he fan- 
cies them to be, in This or That Inſtance, very happy. 
And why ſhould they not, if they can; as he certainly 
would, if he could? - For the Proſperity of bad Men, 
n muſt be confeſſed, we have Reaſon to be ſo far ſor- 
m, as they are likely to do Hurt by it. But, to de- 
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ilefts of it. pn 
fre what may be grievous to an Perſon, not from 
Good-will to Mankind, but from Ill-will to them; = 
to wiſh 'Misfortune- to our Competitors and Rivals, 
merely becauſe they are ſuch z'or becauſe they have 
ſucceeded, and enjoy what we aimed at; is extremely 
uncharitable and inhuman. = It is a Temper that will 
give'us perpetual Diſquiet in this World, {for there 
vill be always ſome happy Objelts or other before us,) 
and bring a heavy Sentence upon us in the CEN un- 
leſs we- repent, and ſubdue i 1. 8 


Thus I have ſuggeſted ſeveral Conſiderations, far 
evincing the Unrealonablenſs of that Diſquietude 
which Envy raiſes in our ; i Conſiderations, ; 
which tend at leaſt to mitigate and allay the Workings 
of this malignant Paſſion, and which, in a ſober Mind, 
ought totally to extinguiſh it. The Scope of the 
Whole has been, to promote, in every One, Con- 
tentment with his own Many Arguments of a 
different Nature , e againſt Envy; ſome 
taken from its ſinful and criminal Nature ; - ſome, 
fom the Miſchiefs to which it gives Rife in the 
World ;- others, from the Miſery which it produces | 
o him who nouriſhes it in his Boſom. But, undoudt- 
elly, the molt efficacious Arguments, are ſuch as ſhowy 
that the Circumſtances of others, compared with our 
gun, afford no Ground ſor ama "The mii 
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Ideas we entertain; of the high Importance of cer. 


tain workdly Advantages and DiſtinQiions, form the 
principal Cauſe of our repining at our own Lot, and 
envying That of others. To things light in themſelves, 
our Imagination has added undue Weight. Did we 
allow Reflection and Wiſdom to corre the Prejudi- 
ces which we have imbibed, and to diſperſe thoſe 
Phantoms of our own creating, the Gloom which 
overcaſts us would gradually vaniſh. Together with 
returning Contentment, the Sky would clear up , and 
every Object would brighten around us. It is in 

the ſullen and dark Shade of Diſcontent, that noxious 

Paſſions, like venomouf Animals 5 28 and prey 
upon the Heart. HS 


Thus ranch concerning Envy, and envious Perſons 
1 ſhall now add a few Words, under this Head, CON- 
cerning thoſe whoſe Lot it is to be envied, on | Ac- 
count of their Superiority 'and better Succels. 

It becomes all ſuch fo to behave themſelves as to 
give no Perſon Cauſe of Diſſatisfaction. () 
Envy is an odious Fault; but there is a Fault which 

is worſe, [ viz. ] to excite Spleen and Jealouſy by In- 
folence.and Scorn, — by refuſing reaſonable Requeſts, 
and to take a _— — another 
| uneaſy. 
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Uſage, and no Pity when they meavelr:: Ky — 
The Providence 6f God permits bad Men to puniſh 

ant plague one another; though Both- are guilty in 

his Sight: Decency, Affability, Coutteſy , Modera- 

tion, Condefcetifioit , nd Humanity, in Words and 

Deeds , ſhould aeebmpany and adorn a profperous. - , | 

State; conſequleidly U. ere Perſons in this State fail! 

in theſe good Qualities, ber due: Conſequences aro 

to be expected: Bal, 55 6 +> 8 
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a dr The high Value which the Proud ſet on 


form on the World, and the Injuſtice which they ſup. 
poſe to be done to them by any Preference. given to 


de Mind becomes inveterate and incurable. Pride 
leads Men to claim more than they deſerve ; ; and In- 
dolence prevents them from obtaining what they might 
juſtly claim. Diſappoinuments follow ; and Splcen 


and Indolent, are alway envious. Wrapt up in their 


thing either to to deſerve, or 
- E — _- * ac 


| et. us guard againſt theſe two evi 


- Diligence and. I 
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their own, Merit, the unreaſonable Claims which they 


E 
f Envy. 


© When Indolence is joined to Pride, the Diſeaſe of 


Malignity and Envy', rage within them. The Proul 


own. Importance, they ſit Rey, and repine s becauſe 
others'are more, profperous than they; while, 1 with all 
the high Opinion of 8 8 they have done o. 
uire, Proſperity. () 
As, therefore, we value our Virtue, or our Peace 
l, Diſpoſitions of the 
Mind. Let us be modeſt in our own. Eſteem); and, by 
nduſtry, ſtudy to acquire the Eſteem 
hers., For berehy we ſhall not only raiſe our- 


repining , envious Thoughts which are the unhappy 
Ti got. Indolence 3 and Lazineſs.' Wer Tal here-, 
N. a. N +. * denden. . by 
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by not. only free ourſelves from Envy, but place our- 
ſeives, in a Manner, above all-poſſible Motives and 
Inducements to Envy; yea, en en ourſelves, | ſo 
as even to be envied by other. 

A ſecond Remedy againſt Euy, h. is Tettle our 
Opinions of things , and to make a right Eſtimate of 
them: We < call Evil, Good; and Good, Evil: for. 
getting the Meafure they are truly ſtated at in the 
Word of God; which, in Fakt, is according to Truth. 

Thoſe who are of an envious Diſpoſition always 
betray an entirely wrong Eſtimate of things, and of 
human Happineſs ; and think thoſe things to be which 

vor are not; [viz] the good things of this Liſe, which 


are falſely ſo called , and have been confeſſed ſuch, | 
even by thoſe who have revelled moſt in them. 
What is it we envy ? — Perhaps Ignorance, Vice, 
and Miſery, under a glittering and pompous Appear- 
ance. (*) The envied- Circumſtances, which are: fo. 


highly the Obje&t of our Admiration and Deſire, may 
have corru e Virtue of thoſe , whom we think 


MN 


l 9057 What is care 


happy ? A great, Deal. No, Mayel then; a many. ars miſerable. - - = 
_ It, we well knew how little others enjoy, it would reſcue the World 5 
from One Sin „there would be no ſuch thing as Envy. upon Earth. | 
Envy not the Appearance of Happineſs in any Man , for” eh 
„ his ſeerer No ne — = Liber e's Serve ure omega 


a Ty Conſe. 
„ quence 


. as. Tarps; 


quence, have deſtroyed their Peace; ſo that they may 


anguiſh amidſt-all their EO eee 
_ innumerable Cares. 


Suppoſe a bad Man to — 5880 ſucceeded by Fraud, 
or Violence, to the utmoſt Height of temporal Pro- 


ſperity, he ſickens in the midſt of it, and would will 
ingly part with all his Henours to be „ e eee 


the Methods by which he attained dem. ; 
Let us look a little upon this Mighty Man; 


| cali, we will ſappole, on his Throne; clothed with 
all the Externals of human Grandeur; and extolled by 


Sycophants, as a God. Ie This the Object of your 


Envy? - Do you call him happy? — You miſtake 


him quite. He has a Monitor within him that wil 


1 not allow him to believe his Flatterers ; his Violences, 

4 Dis Exceſſes, his Murders, riſe up againſt him; and, 
; like the firſt Murderer on Earth, he fancies every Man 
. he meets is watching an Opportunity to ſlay him. 


The Puniſhment he deſerves he always fears, and 


more chan feels it in the Apprehenſion. The very 

| Guards which were intended for his Security, he looks 
upon as his Executioners - he dreads his Enemies, 
_ . ſuſpefts his Friends, abhors himſelf. He lives in a 
| Succeſſion of Fears and Horrors, and dies by the 
Hands of his Servants , his Kinſmen, or perhaps his 
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at een Gene eee Titles and 
—— Pageantriet, if there be no internal Worth, 

& ye are vile in our own Sight? Or, if this World's 
Goods flow-jn ed ve widi'a full Tide, and weare 
advanced like Hama above all the Princes of the 
Farth; yet, if =, like Mordecai, bow 


4 Sang 1 7 5 
1; WH | Though ten Wend AT ſhould chart Roy 


th Praiſes, they would lin n ob 1 in our Ears, 
by. re er as in the Choir! 


- Wealth, Strengih, and Proſperity are "lathe 


8 and dependant upon the State of the Mind; 


ke 
vill ir This be fickly and poor, they will be like delicious 
es, Dainties'to a diſtempered Perſon; they will offend 


Mean popreſt of us all quit his Innocence 


„attended with a thouland Villainies, a * 
kouland Danger, and en thouſand Fears ? 1 


ſpicuong. — — - Riches are precarious Bl 


< ©209 


not down, or doiroverene eee e vil h 


the bauen Stomach, and mock the vitiated Palate, D 
And, which of us now vould be this envied Man? 3H 


225 ty, his happy unmoleſted Poverty, » for all this 


So far:is Happineſs from being. confined to lofty _ 


Stations, and pompous Titles, that perhaps i it may be 
arely found in them , than in Stations leſs . 
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nol e Quid ſumus, is qui 
ec ert wo datus j aut Mete os nb Natay' 


:Deſire ; yet, upon Experience, pro ed upon all 
the ſeeming Delights of Men, that they are but 
Vanity; e r e nne End & Vezs 


| tion of Spirit. 1 + 21] e e 00] 


„ e Cole 
paſs of a very moderate Competency; and whether 
more or leſs would contribute to our greater Hay- 
pineſs depends wholly upon the Wiſdom and Virtue 
of the Owner; () In the ordinary Uk of them they 
ſeldom ſerve any higher or nobler Purpoſes than of 


miniſtring Fuel to all our unruly. Paſſions ; and, can 


amy Man, then, in bis Senſes, repine that he is freed 
from the great and ſure Torments of Life? . 


Add to this that barely to repine and grieve, and 
exvy.. the State of others, will in N ee 


Condition, but add Grief to our former Troubles. 


They are Enemies to our Repoſe, and aggravate | 
Pilappoinunents, and the leſſer Matters of Life, i into 


| (what they y need not otherwiſe be,) real Evils. They 
| dien defeat their own End, e Thy. ts 


C 


- rand Dadiuos!: 


.O Di iſcite, O Miſeri, et Cauſe — — ag 
| i gignimur ; O 


ht 7 : S Modus Argento; quid fas optare ; guid aſper Ira 
Un Nummus habet; patriœ,  charisqut | Propinquis 2 
N ' Ruantum elargiri deceat y quein te Deut of | 
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vancement ace patient Cominuance in 
well-doing” might probably have ſecured. - | 
Be our Allotment, then, in Like wharit wil ki 
learn not only with Cofentedneſs to acquieſee therein, 
but with Chearfulneſs to accommodate ourſelves to it; 
and if, at any Time, from a View of the Abundance | 
of others, we ſhould-be tempted to Envy, let us at the 
ſame Time reflect, that if, for Reaſons beſt known to 
the Almighty we are witheld from their-Greatneſs, we 
are happily ſecured from their Dangers. Let us re- 
member how unworthy we all are in the Sight of God; 
and how much the Bleſſings which each of us enjoy, 
are beyond what we deſerve; and ſo nouriſn Reve- 
rence. and Submiſſion to that Divine Government; 
which has appointed to every One ſuch a Condition 
m the World, as is fitteſt for him. Indeed, * 


When we reflett- on the many Miſeries abs 8 
bound in human Life; — on the ſcanty Proportion of 


Happineſs which any Man is bere allowed to enjoy; 
on the ſmall Difference which the Diverſity of For- 


tune makes on that ſcanty Proportion; ; it is ſurpri- 
eng, that Envy ſhould ever have been a prevalent 


Paſſion among Chriſtians, whoſe Religion inſpires a 
Diſpoſition oppolite to Envy, & lays upon us ſacred 
wry ome to I in maße 1 oy” -one to- 
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Senn. olg. a Eg Where 


— 
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rance, Honour or Obſci 


212 - Tg Again Envy: + 
Where fo mack, is ſuffered in common, little Room 


is left for Envy: there is more Occaſion for Pity and 
Sympathy, een ene each other. 


But further, — Another Remedy for Envy, is, 
that we endeavour io male a right Judgment of our 
Worth and Abilities , and compare them with the 


- Condition of other Men, as impartially as We can; & 
if we do this with any Degree of Equality, we ſhall 
find that there are Others in the World , at kalt a 

x” good, as wiſe, and valuable, as ourſelves. 


Perhaps too we ſhall find, that if Niet were the 
Sans äant of Honour and Affluence, ve ourſelves 


ſhould not abound as much as we do; & that Others, 
| who now pay- court to us, would be raiſed to greater 


Heights above us: At leaſt, we ſhall find abundant 


| Reaſon to bleſs God for the Advantages we enjoy, 
and not repine at the advanced Condition of others; 


but conclude, that the Diſtribution of Felicity, is, in 


| Reality, infinitely more equal than is imagined ; and, 


that it is not Poverty or Wealth, Knowledge or Igno- 
- but b in Truth, Vir- 


tue and Vice only chat 4, A 


Difference between the Happineſs of one Man and 

another, — Again, 

Another Cure of Envy, 3 will | efeftually 
fperle he nen of a wy ſeri 

. . dull) 


% 


eee 
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2 3 . 8 
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om any hon te Vanity & fading Nature f of all world- 

and BY y Advantage. 
This ace eee unit betet A IE 

is, do in this World but to employ the little Time here 

dur allowed us in the diligent Diſcharge of our Duty «in 

the WW that State of Life in which it hath pleaſed God to call 

&. ¶ us renouncingall envious RefleQtions and Enquiries, 

aal 2 unworthy Solicitude about the tranſient 

Bi Advantages of others referring, in alt Humility; both 

their and our Concerns to the good Providence of Os 

the Bi that God who debaſes one, & exalts ae for with = 

ves Reaſons, tho not always known to u. „„ 


Laſtly; If we find ourſelves inclined to hls: o- 8 
thers, to ſilence the Good, and expoſe the Evil we I .\'- 7 
Va know of them, we ſhould remember and imitate the <2 

' { Goodnebs of God, who takes-pleafure in the Happi- 4 
neſs of his Creatures, who knows our Infirmities, and 
d, hub Compaiſifon on thein, and even over-looks the 
Evit of our Doings for the Sake of that litle 1 
For. of Good which is in Ui 5 | 
1 This Condutt of the divine Mag and 6 0 
nd it ſhould be our carneft Care; as it will be always our 3 5 

hisbeſt Sry and Happineſs, to imitate; and one! . 
ſym Advantage of it will be this; that them we ſhall 
be ſo far from repining -at the er wee e bers, 
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. Agink Eary: 
| ſhare in all their Felicity : and, not only ſo, but we 
- ſhall refine and raiſe our Nature, and be fitted for 


the Society of Heaven; where the Servants and Saints 


of God are delighted with their mutual Felicity , and 


where the Happineſs of eee eee 
impaired, if it were not participated by all. 


- I ſhall make this due Reflection on the iN Effet 


ol the Vice before us, [viz] that we learn from hence 


Sg us, higher and ſtronger than ourſelves, even for the 
Preſervation of our ordinary Concerns in this Life. 


the Neceſſity of depending upon fomething, without 


Nothing can be a greater Argument, to make us 


caſt ourſelves into the Arms of Providence, than a due 


5 Conſderaiion of the Nature and Workings of Envy. 


— 


For, How fierce and cruel, how watchful and dil 
gent, how remorſeleſs and implacable , and, which is 
worſt of all, how cauſcleſs, for the moſt Part, and how 


uuprovoked, is it in all its Aſſaults, not acting upon 

any Injury or Motive from without, but boiling over 

upon all about it, thro an nfo Fulneſs of 
Malice from within? 


The greateſt Means which God. 1 vouchfaſed 


Mw ſecure themſelves by, in this World, are 
Strength and Wiſdom ; and yet both of eſe roget | 


ate not always equal-for Envy. — Perhaps, 


We may be bud in the honeſt, Barth, oft 


hit 8 | ED 1 P' 


ee out 
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| Remodics agajnlt it, „ 
we our Calling, neither doing, nor thinking Hurt to ny, Os 
or but Envy, in the mean Time, may be buſier than un, OY 
* dropping Paiſon ſintothe Boſom of our Friends, blaſ- 
d ting out Fame and: Fortune: together, before we ſhall — *Y 
) know either the Tongue that- hurt us) ar dhe Hand „ 
that ſiwote us. 3 3 7 85 B A 785 n hd 2 | : W 

% il : 1tis God only, who: muſt watch over, and proteſt e 
15 ws; for Earp Fuba pint 5 when we are _ W 8 
the able ade not able do pinken ourſives. 8 5 | 1 - 
herefore, but thar Great 3 VVV 
eee ebene ee, and whoſs _ Og - 
Orhnipreſence makes him actually Ee: % 
rel us in all. our Concerns; It is He 
who muſt keep us & ſecretly in his Titan, zn, af 
Strife of Tongues,” controul their Virulence, andre. 
bike the foul and reftleſs Spirit of Slander and De- „ 
traction. For otherwiſe, He, who reckons himſelf 

out ofthe Reach and power of Envy. by any Degrets 

of Greameſs or 'Gogtnels whatſoever, is like og 5 5 
Man, whoim Solomon repreſents , as «lying do wh to + 5 
» upon che Toß of a Malt” and never confide 8 9 
eſther the Winds and Storms aroun him, nor 
wide devobring Deep under him; A ak ure „ 
Phabe t6 Heß in, tho never o HE. 
"Nor tas That Marr pitched upon a Kar Reſting ne 
W erm. cxc. 125 1 N plack, . 5 754 
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and Reaſon have SE ey we Weep be 


the Nobleſt and moſt Valiant, even Kings themſelves, 


any thing in Nature to be ſure of Protection againd 
it; but that Man only, who, under the Cover of an 
Almighty Wing, has made the King of Kings his Re- 
| fuge, and the God of Gods his everlaſting: Habitation, 


| 2 tber ai thu; in the. Evil that befalleth chin 


TR his Titles and his Greatneſs raiſe thy 
5 him: oe by what Means he was poſſeſſed of 


them; and thine Envy will be turned into Pity. 
i If the ſame Fortune were offered unto thee upon 


ar l 


Place, an 
mercileſs Eliment , and more dangerous Deep of the 
two, (as we have proved Envy to be,) unlefs his Senſe 


fore him. In a Word, * 


Who can ſtand againſt this ireſſtable Engine of 
all Miſchief ? Even the Wilſeſt have periſhed by its 
| Wiles, & the moſt Innocent been taken by its Snares; 


have ſometimes fallen before it : ſo impoſſible is it for 


: « Repine not, then, at the good things of a Stranger, 


that Others. dad dp. thu 


« When _ envieſ 0 Man ho poſſeſſech Ho- 


; ſeek to know whence they come unto 


1 * * ö 


— the Pay ſor Titles, but Flattery ? How 


fe | 
e doth Man purchaſe Powers bas bree 
N 


bim chat givethi it? 
e. % Would thou-loſe thine own Lites w bias 
| to take away that of me nn 
who doth ſo ? 
 « Man purchaſcth nothing of his e WAYS 
a Price; and that Price, is it not more than the Value?! 


accept, diſdain this Cauſe of Hatred to another, and 
drive from thy So this Occaſion of the Parent of 
If thou poſſeſſeſ 1 3 envy Thar 
„ which is obtained at the Expence of it? If thou 


e knovelt the Value of Virtue, pitieſt"thou not © thoſe” 


us who have beſtowed it ſo meanly? 
*  Wouldeſt thou enjoy the Good: er, al Nen * 


Un thine own Benevolence be univerſal. If thou ob- 
iy taineſt it not by This, 5 vibe? Ire © 
1 Eo e 


greater Pleaſure of having merited it. 


fejoice i in it; for, Vimue is happy in che 
Proſper of the. Yikabus © 1 5 | 8 
N CE == . 5 . E He 


EE 
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Wouldſt thou pervert the Cuſtoms: of the World? 
Wouldſt thou have the Purchaſe and the Price alſo ? 


If thou ſeeſt good things fall to One who Ger- 
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= Ho whe nigh is in the Happinefs of ano, 


| increaſeah by it his on-. 


« Wike hon ol . 
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their real Happineſs with Pleaſure. - 
But, the Heart of the envious Man i is full of Ga 
and Bitterneſs ; the Succeſs of his Neighbour breaket 


| his Reft. 


' « He fineth in his Oct; and he Good tat rr 
ah to another, is to him an Evil. 25 
- « Hatred and Malice ſeed upon. his Heart, and 


there is no Reſt in him. 


4 He ee 


neſs, and therefore belicveth his Soars Ls 


unto himſelf. 
He 3 to e t that excel 


| him, and pancth an evil en on ci al their 
| Sayings ; | 


is He lieth on the Watch, 3 Miſchief; 


bus the Deteſtation of Man e He is 
cruſhed as a Spider in his Web. - KO = 
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it, are not ſo neceffary and uſeful to Mankind, as the 
Arts of Conſolation, and ſupporting them under Af: 
flition. The utmoſt we can hope for in this World 
js Contentment: (*) if we aim at any thing higher, we 

el fall meet with Diſappointments, our only Endeavour 
eir 


being to mn eee e ee 
after, — Upon this View, - CT 

As che natural Exils of By (th are be my, 8 
great, and viſible, whatever can be ſpecified as a Re- 
medy againſt it, will; doubtleſs , , be readily - 
and duly attended to. ; 

The Example of the Apoſtle bells us may be of 
fingular Uſe hereto ; as a due Auention to it will en, 
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able us, wit him, ! throu Chii 

If we are — * 8 ory, envious, queru- 
Ko, ad A. becauſe we have not the whole of 
our Heart's Deſire, we aft moſt abſurdly, we add to 
our Miſery, ve alli ourſelves to no Purpoſe, and 
6 After ol, nee Lond is King bgpover ora. 
and will do wh h him 
Ian Sin be Folly, and every bad Diſpoſition i irra. 
tional ; Diſcontent is { in a more peculiar Manner. 

Now, — Since this is a very troubleſome Evil, and 
| makes our Condition worſe than it otherwiſe would 
be, the Conſideration hereof ſhould diſpoſe us to uſe 
755 our utmoſt Endeavour to overcome it, and attentive- 
y to liſten. to thoſe Arguments and Conſideration 
| e e eee eee 
| wels of the contrary Tempe, | = 


© There is no Occaſion, Ae Wy much 
in Praiſe of the Virtue before us, or to perſuade Men 
Har it deſerves to be ſought aſter, and that they vill 
. find their Account in it z for every One is defirous of 
it, and all agree in allowing i it its juſt Value. — That 

which chiefly thwarts us, is, 9 ace e 

ee | 125 
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1 Wich Gierefore, au the hid by ene e er 
a; proceed in our Enlargement on this Virtue, hk 
of the Illuſtration „ the Meads of Ane, 
6 the Enforcement of it — And, 1 
rin, Of de due Mea n lapen of ti 
Virtue. 1 
nts And This, we the raiber mdenake, becauſe there ave 
Thouſands ſo extravagant in their Ideas of Contents 
2. ment, as to imagine that it muſt conſiſt in having eve: | 
« Ml ry thing in this World at their Com - that they 
@ gre to fit down in Happineſs . and feel themſelves ſo 
Ease in all kaun, as (0 Kine nating wats en 
uſe better. GS 
. It would ben vain A to 1 
1 La Perſons Contentment , who have ſo many things, - 
ie, 0 learn, and ſo many to unlearn, bets em. 


hear Reaſon upon this Head. — Nor, 135 

2dly, Is it neceſſary that he who is contented ; in his 

State, mould prefer that State to any other, Or thould, 

never uſe any Endeayours to better his Condition. 
A Perſon may be contented , who has not ſome of 

the Conveniencies of Life, and who is ſeeking to acy, 

— them: but then, he will not be uneaſy without, 


or afflited and dejeRted if he ſhould meet with | 
intments in his Purſuit. If he can obtain 
oo they will be-welcome to him; e he 85 
denn. CXCI, RR IS ng 8 


222 On Oontentment; 


vill not be much diſturbed. about it. —- Therefore, 
Idly, Contentment, even in a proſperous Situation, 
is a commendable Quality, fince it depends much up- 
on Goodneſs of Heart, and a right Temper. of Mind, 
and without them is not attainable in any Condition: 
yetit maſt be confeſſed that whea there i is an Affluence 
of all Accommodations, it is no extraordinary Accom- 
pliſhment to be ſatisfied: fo that this Virtue is better 
tried, and appears to more Advantage when we are 
deprived of the-things which are generally valued, and 
might be innocently enjoyed. This is the Content. 
ment on which we propoſe to diſcourſe. St. Paul 
ſays in the Text, that he had learned to be contented 
in all States. And what State was his? The Hiſtory 
sfthe Acts of the Apoſtles and his own Epiſtles will 
inform us, that it was a State which to the greater Pan 
of Men would be very NOI and very irk- 
5 ſome. — — Again, 85 
Achly, Contentment, as it is eee 
to belong chiefly to a Condition which is not the eaſi. 
eſt, nor yet the hardeſt and moſt wretched. In ſore 
- Calamitics and extreme Miſery, there is another Vir- 
tue very nearly related to Contentment, which ſeems 
to take-place ; [viz] a patient Reſignation to the Will 
. 32322 ia Corey Sing thet 20 be found 
JJ du. 


Namre of . „ 
| Lat, If every thing upper 46/66 l. Pete as | 
clingas cur Defiieſs =if God hath liberally poured - 
down upon us temporal Bleſſings, = if we have Friends, 
and Health, and Honours, and Riches, and Youth, | 
yet we ſhould Rudy to acquire that moſt uſeful and 
excellent Art of being contented in every State, and of 
preſerving an even Temper of Mind under any 
Change of Circumſtances ; for we know not how ſoon 
we may have Occaſion to praQtiſe this Virtue, and 
we may be almoſt certain that ſuch Occaſions will ariſe 
in the Courſe of Life, and in a State where nothing is 
aul of a fixed and permanent Nature. Friends may die, 
ted and Friendſhips may be diſſolved, = Health may be 
ſoon and ſyyfddenly and irretrievably loſt, - Promiſes . 
may be broken, - and K indneſſes repaid with Ingrati- 
tude, - Riches may make themſelves Wings, and take. 8 
their Flight, = the Favour of the World is 
Reputation is not always { ſecured by Innocence and 
Deſert, — our beſt Days teal llently and inſenlibly a- 
bes ; and others, leſs agreeable, ſucceed them. AED 
It miſt be owned, indeed , that there are Inſtan- 7 
ces of ſome, who ſeem to paſs thro the World as i 
all their Paths had been ftrewed with Roſe-buds of 
Delight: But, a little Experience will convince us, 
i is a fatal Expettation for us to go upon. We are 
bam 10 Trouble; 2 e 1 
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a2. _ on Contentment, 
whillt we live in this World we ſhall have it, tho with 
- Intermiſfions; (i.e) in whatever State we are, we ſhall 
find a Mixture of Good and Evil: and therefore the 
true Way to Contentment is to know how to receive 
theſe certain Viciſſuudes of Life, (the Returns of 
Good and Evil,) fo, as neither to be exalted by the 
One, nor overthrown by the Other; but to bear our. 
ſelves towards every thing which happens with ſuch 
Eaſe and Indifference of Mind, as to hazard as little 
as may be in it. — This is the true temperate Ci. 
mate, ee e Mooney wh 
Man would wiſh to live. 5 


God, for wiſe Reaſons, has made our Affairs in this 


World almoſt as fickle and capricious as ourſelves: 

Pain and Pleaſure, like Light and Darkneſs, ſucceed 
each other ; and he that knows how to accommodate 
| himſelſ to their periodical 5 and can wiſely ex. 
| tral the Good from the . . 


ve. wo 18 i | "This 


| (9) The greatet Couſe of Imparievce grows wot & much fron 
f the Force of Calamity , as from the Reluctance of the Mind of bim 
that ſuffers it «- This raiſes the Billows within z for, tho' the Calamity 
aid Affliction may be rough, and beyond our Power to extricate ; yet 
when it meets with a Mind as tumultuous as the Calamity , (like 
Wind and Tide, when contrary,) it raiſes a Storm, and endangers 
the Veſſel . — It is the Province of Reaſon , thereſore , when our 
ſenſual Part grows turbulent, to make Excurſions to check its Salliey 
5 to bring it again within the Boundy it hath tranſtreſſad. 


- © af 


A 0 ance Sad 
AA 
32 — þ 


) 
o 


th BN his 5s the true Contentment, at leaſt, all that is to 
al WY de had of it in this World; and for this every Man 
he mult be indebted; notto his Fortune, but to himſelf, 
And indeed, it would have been ſtrange, if a Duty ſo 
5 becoming us, as dependent Creatures, and ſo neceſſary 

beſides to our Well-being, had been placed out of the 
a Reach of any, in ſome Meaſure, to put in PraQtice. 
8 And for this Reaſon there is ſcarce any Lot ſo low, 
"7 but there is ſomething in it to ſatisfy the Man to whom 


it hath befallen; Providence having fo ordered things, 
that in every Man's Cup, how bitter ſoever, there are. 
ſome cordial Drops, ſome good Circumſtances, which, 
if wiſely extracted „ are ſufficient for the Purpoſe he 
wants them; (i.e) to make him contented ; and if not 
happy, at leaſt reſigned. Our Circumſtances are ne- 


ver fo low, or uneaſy in this World, but that there 
ſome Mixtures of Mercy to be- found in them: And 


it is Ingratitude to God, to overlook the OY 
haps of our Condition. : 


Contentment, thereſore, is of the moſt teig In- 
e and of the utmoſt Importance to Mankind: 
Il is a Virtue of which the Heathen Moraliſts ſaw the | 
Neceſſity, and inculcated the Practice, tho they were 
unable to produce ſuch Motives and Arguments as 


were ſufficient to perſuade, - 0 5 e n 
B II gs 20h 


the Philoſophers ſhewed eee, Malady, Abe | 
able to paint out 4 ſullicient Remedy again it; dur real Religion 
ſhews: vs that God in his Providence will take Care of all choſe:who 


224 


doe 0d ſores . that the prog kadus belt what Con tion 2 
+ For ee, 1 we 


3 on Contentment, 

Though the Stoicks vaunted en highly of 
their Self. ſatisfaction, and abſolute Suſficiency to their 
own Happiueſs; Vet, what they only boaſted, Chriſi. 
anity hath verified in a thouſand Inſtances. St. Paul 

Vas not the only Follower of Jeſus who could fiy 
chus; but Numbers, all indeed who have ſincerely em: 
braced the Religion of Chriſt , can uſe the ſame em- 
phatick and blisful Terms; ; for, they have ſuch lively 
Motives before them as are ſufficient to throw Con- 
tempt on every momentary earthly Good or Evil, 2 
muſt neceſſarily produce a perfect Complacency of 
Mind, and an Indifference to all things below. ; 
Indeed, — Contentment, (as we have ſeen, ) is 
2 & total Indifference, or Inſenſibilty to G 
Evil; (*) but, on the contrary, is conſiſtent wi 
higheſt and moſt refined Feelings, and only ſecludes 
thoſe painful and anxious Senſations which are the 
Bane of private Felicity, and the greateſt Indignity to 
a a wiſe and paternal Providence: It is not a lazy, in- 
: I ee but Ge rough Exertion of our 
00 The Contentedaeſs which PO EA ne to, if well- „ 
5 means ſomething of Sloth + as well as Moderation; they are eaſy and 
. unconcerned about Events, merely becauſe their unactive Souls cars 
not for the Trouble of being otherwiſe. / And , if they place This to 
| the Account of Merit, then Idleneſs may be ranked in the Number of 
| Virtues. But Godlineſs, with Content ment,“ (as the Apoſtle ex. 


Prefſeth it,) has no Relation to this uninduſtrious Frame of Mind and 
* ee and e eee 


2 LEFSFD-STY> zr 


ae s e ns 


; . 
71 8 


— „„ hep” 
1 always in Submiſſion wo the divine 


Will and Pleaſure. i 


"The 2ogral7 of Comnicres; — this Tipo of 


Ans and Sciences; = the Welfare of Mankind both 


publick and private, depend on the Deſire and Aim of | 
bettering our outward Poſſeſſions, which can never 


1 be incbnſiſtent with any real Virtue. — And, 


As this Virtue in particular fignifies an entife Re- 
8 to the Wiſdom of Providence, we cannot 
know what is the Deſign of Providence, with Reſpect 
to ougſelves, till we have tried the Paths of honeſt and 
laudable Endeavours. The Event we may ſaſely | 


look on as the Diſpoſal of a ſuperintending Power, to 


whom we muſt dutifully ſubmit. — But, 5 

Il we are unhappy and diſtreſſed merely thro our 5 
Sip Neglect of proper Remedies to belp ourſelves, | 
we have much more Cauſe to blame our Indolence, Wl 
than value our Reſignation.” Contentment, therefore, - 


muſt not precede, but follow Endeavours ; for „when 


we are what we are, thro' Neceſſity, not Fault; not 
merely againſt" the Inclination of an idle Wiſh, but 
after the active Diſcharge of our own proper Pan, 
then our Contentment flows from a right Principle; 3, 
and if we reap not the deſired. Fruits of our Induſtry, 
we may however reap the Conſolation of a true un- 


— Acquieſcence in the 885 oe 8 wiſe and good. , 
- Excl, i 


EY 


; - to'which TT: . without OO THEE 


bs: * = or 
Diſpoſer of all things 5; and chat we have not bes 
| WANING 3 06 ANT OP ng. 
Contentment, then, is a Screnity.of Mind, and fuch 
a Diſpoſition , as inclines the Soul. to accord, with 
Complacency , under every Diſpoſal of Meats, 
 andtoreſt ſatisfied, (after its own Endeavourg,) under 

- every Event , and. to maintain ſuch. a Sweeneſs and 
Equality of Temper i as preſerves to abe Mind zu full 
and proper Dominion. () 1 edt; 


* ; « 
" Z 4 
-_ „. 


An entire Indifference, therefore, to — 3 
= Troubles of Life, if it could be attained, yet is no 
Part of this Virtue. F or, if there was no Self. denial 
in foregoing Pleaſures , nor Miſery in enduring Pain, 
there could, i in neither Caſe, be any Trial of our duti- 
ful Reſignation to the Hand of Providence. 

From hence it appears, that Contentment doth 
not, by any Means, , peculiarly relate to an inferior 
and ſuffering Condition of Life, but is equally re-· 
quilue for the Enjoyment of every State whatever. 
It is a en giQUs kit and 9 It 
15 5 "ba 
8 PROS 3 1 ts bee 


| yond, what ſhe already has ; but , as trom a ſettled Mido looks aan 
| upon all things. Indeed, 75 


© Nothing is a greater 9 Go of a brave Bovl, und an impreg- 
nahle Virtue , than for a Man to be ſo much Maſter of himſelf, that 
he,can either take or ſeave thoſe, Conveniencies of Life, with ReſpeR . 


— 


— 


1 | Rs WM . 
Py OLE” 


as a Preparatory to another , à juſt Senſe of the In- 
ſufficiency of this World in its belt Eſtate to yield 
Felicity without a View to a better, and a ſerious 


Conviction of the Inſignificaney of its worft Calami- 
ties to render oy Creature miſcrable, who has that 95 


view. 


Thus the Author of the Text kimſetf deferibes i its. 
immediately following, in a juſt and ſeaſonable Decla- : 


ration of his own Proficiency in this Art. 


« I know, (ſays be,) both boy Oi LAT 
know how to abound ; every where and in all things 
I am inftrufted, both to be full, and to 8 


both to abound, and to ſuffer need. 


Some, indeed, ere apt to think that Contentment is 
little concerned in the Condutt of. Proſpegity , as if 


that was able to Aﬀard it of itſelf. The Heathen 
Poet we find was of this Mind, bo deſired "NO. 
thing more of Providence than . his Life, 
aud grant him Wealth, and he would engage to find a 
ſedate and peaceful Mind to ee fr 


Enjoyment of them. (*) — But, 


wie e lple cooldered the van and 
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r. 


r 'On Contentment, 


Inſufficiency of all outward things to anFrer and full 
fy the boundleſs Deſires of Man, = the Increaſe of 
Deſire proportionable to that of Poſſeſſion, — the Di. 
ointment of Enjoyment, as well as of Acquiſition, 
; the Satiety of Repetition , = the Apprehenſion of fu. 
ture Changes, - the Variety of Cares and Fears which 
Aiſtraſt and torment the ry Mind even in the | 
| pray Affluence of Life. + 
| If Conpnenent therokate 358 nike 3 
5 is Principle of Godlineſs and Piety, it will not be 
attainable, tho there be the greateſt Proſpe of Sai. 
flacdion. Indeed, Diſcontent is no uncommon Diſeaſe, 
| It is not unuſual to obſerve Diſſatisfaction in the highel 
Stations; which is a convincing Proof that theſe things 


8 are not ſufficient of themſelves to procure Felicity, or 


provide for Peace, but that Piety only can lay a Foun- 
on for Comfort” and Enjoyment. — Indeed, 
Without This 'Principle , it would, in ſome Re-. 
: Pell be more difficult to ⸗ know how to abound,” 

than 4 how to be abaſed,” = a harder Leſſon how to 
ſecure Delight in . than Refignation i in Ad- 
| verſity. - Fer, c 
5 Actual Digreſ drives Men, of Courſe, to ſeek a. 
t Remedies : = It rouſes them to Thought and Re- 
5 colleftion, - to apply to the Relief, ſuch as it is, which 
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3 Ade as Men, a ay know not how 
to tritimph over them as Chriſtians, — . Whereas, _ 

_ Affluence deceives Men with the Notion of r ced- 
ing no Remedy, and tho they -are daily ed 
in the Experiment, they are not undeceived- in the 
Opinion; but impute it to any Cauſe rather than the 
Unſatisfactorinefs of the things themſelves , and ſtill 
purſue with Confidence the Game vain Dreams of 
Happineſs. — But in Truth, 


Neither can Succeſs yield Delight, nor Dittes 
find Relief (i. e) in no Situation can there be true Con- 


tent, unleſs Godlinefs be the Rule and Motive, unleſs. 
the Love of God be our Guide here, 5850 the Deſre 
of enjoying him, our Hope hereaſter. 

Without this Hope and this Guide wks it the 
molt pleaſing Amuſements , the moſt profitable Po. 
ſefons, would be taſteleſs and diſreliſhing ; for what. 

Joy could any | Man find in theſe things, who eiter 
belieyes this World is bis all; or who , retaining a 
better Belief, but acting inconſiſtentiy with it, has no- 
ing but a miſerable Proſpg8 before him at the, O- 5 
. clulion af this tranſitory Scene 

Neither on looſe Principles, nor loaſe N 
there be any Ground for nen 3 | 
and preſſing Calamities of Life. 

Tbe Philoſophical | ue on ; ths Subjeb | 
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ſhewed indeed thes Goodwill of the 3 Man. 


Lin! in the Attempt ; but at the ſame Time. do, in 


Return, move our Compaſſion to them for-their Want 
of better Knowledge in ſo intereſting a Point. 
The Commonneſs of Affliction, — the Impoſſibility 


| of. preventing it , — the Unprofitableneſs of Anxiety, 
the vaſt Number of our Fellow-ſufferers , and the 
ſpeedy Concluſion of all Sufferings in our approach. 


ing Diſſolution, Theſe, which were their chief and 


| beſt Motives to Patience and Reſignation, were really 


but weak and melancholy Remembrances to thoſe who 


were under the preſent Senſe of Pain, or Want, or 
| Lok. But, Piety and Godlineſs repreſent the whole 


Scene in a different, Light, give Importance to the 


Comforts of Life, and provide a ſure Refuge againſt 
the Calamities of i it ; they make Men eaſy in their pre- 


ſent State, & unanxious about the future; they oblidge 
them to the moſt probable Means of Succeſs, by the 
Diſcharge of their own Duty ;. and enable them to 
reſt che Event with Compoſure in the Hands of a wiſe 


& good Providence; in a Word, they teach them to 
apply, in all Caſes, and to all Intereſts , the Advice 
which St. Peter gave in a particular Exigency, [viz] 


vbether they proſper or ſuffer, according to the Will 


of God, yet to « commit their Souls,” their Bodies, 
their Goods, and Friends, with every other Intereſt 


2 ane py 1 as unto 1 
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n. - Contenamen, Ants vine ofthe Mind, () 
* den be Ad or ad dre Opera 
ant 


pas only, or merely by our own Strength. 

It is gur Happipeſs, therefore, that He * 
contmands this Virtue , not only ſets the Example, 
but Alſo gives us Aid, and enables us hereto; This is 
One of the greateſt Enæouragements to Chriſtians, and 
i pot FORO: ae Re. 


nd on. 
15 Weakened and impaired as the human Powers are, | 
bo rough the original Default of our Nature, it is in 


vain that the Sublimity of Virtue is pointed out to our 
Attainment, when we have neither the Strength , nor nor 
the Inclination to gain the arduous Summit. 


This was one capital Deſect of the ancient Philo-, 


15 ſophy; they n eee e e 

he bot Strength to perform it, — But, 7 

to What cauld N es or a ann ira) = 
iſe of Mortals avail ? Who can reach the Mind but God EG 
40 paly He alone who made the Heart, can influence i it. 
ice . eee we are | 
ral „% 2 5 8 
e 8 is only ws Mn pes: 5 "9 

oy 4 Titles are only the Gifts of Fortune: but Peace and Content are 
eſt . peculiar Endowments of & well-diſpoſed Mind, that can bear Af. 
fub Hon 'withour Mormur, and the Weight of a plentiful Fortune 
Ne | A 1 3 85 familiar without Py _— 5 


ſerved u >; bn. EXCL, 
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„ Os Comtentment, 


enabled to perform all Chriſtian Dias, and to exce 
in every Chriſtian Temper. 3s 


Without This, we ſhall fruidlefly FFF a to at. 


-* tain Contentment; but with it; (fetting home to the 


EY» 


Heart, the Motives and Arguments which Chriſtianity 
offers,) we ſhall ſoon arrive at the happy State which 


St. Paul enjoyed, and . learn,” like him, © in what 


ever State we are, therewith to be content.” 


There never was any Syſtem beſides that of Chriſtianity, which 
| could effectually produce i is the Mind of Man this Virtue of Content. 


5 ment. Many of the ancient Philoſophers , ia Order to make us coo: 


teat with our preſeat Condition » tell us, that our Difbamtear only 
| hurts ourſelves, without being able to-make any Alteration in our 
cCucumſtances : Others, that whatever Evil befals us, is derived tou 
by a fatal Neceſſity , to which the Gods themſelves are ſubject ; while 
Others, very gravely, tell the Man who is miſerable , that it is acc 
ſary he ſhould be fo, to keep up the Harmony of the Univerſe, ul 
that the Scheme of Providence would be troubled and perverted mt 
| he otherwiſe, 

; Theſe, and the like Confderations 5 rather lence; than tes 


Nn. They way her hie, that bis Diſcontent is unreaſonable, bu 


ane by ne Means ſufficient to relieve it. They rather give Diſpair, 
than Conſolation. In a Word » A Man might reply. to One of thele 
- Comforters , as Avguftus did to his Friend, who adviſed him not to 
. grieve fur the Death ot a Perſon whom he loved, becaule his Grid 
e fetch him back again 1 It is for that very Reaſon, faid tho 
Emperor, that I grieve. — On the contrary, EE 

Religion bears a. mure tender Regard to human Nature. Te pre- 
{rides to a very miſerable Man the Means of bettering his Conditi 
on: nay, it ſhews him that the bearing his Aſllictions as he ought to 
do, will naturally end in the Removal of them z It * Kon 


Wh mea it can n hin ee 1 


Frede ee 4 
911 3 { e& $ 
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SERMON cen. 
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| Means of its + Acquirement, and Motive 0 *. 
— iv. 11251 have Wal in whatfoever „„ i 
| « St 1 am, therewith 1 be comet 5 | 


45.406 : f — * '3 | : EE | . : 


e ee Nature of the Duty „%%% 
of Contentment, I ſhall now proceed, STE SOLES, _ 
„ the Means by which it is 3 . „ i 
and the Motives to it. I have learned, i in vhatſoe· % oO 
ver State I am, therewith to be content.” SF j 

If Content ariſeth from Pleaſure, and Diſcontent eo OE. 
from Pain , and if the Mind be expoſed %%% 2 + 
Impreſſions of Pleaſure and Pain from. the things %% 0 
which ſurround it, it ſeems to follow that Content can.. 
not be taught or learned, and that it depends not ſo | — i 
much upon Us, as upon the Circumſtances in which 5 
ve are placed. But if there be Pleaſure which the 1 
Mind can ſecure to itſelf, and if God hath made us | 
capable of acquiring Bleſſings which outward op). 
jeAts can neither give, nor take away, the Art of be- N 
ing contented may be learned, and Gals. r Tem- 5 
ee — Ame | : There V;; 


ditts 
ht to 


- 


A 


e On Commute, 


rr 


There are many Reaſons for Shad we ought to be 
contented, and chere ere certain Means, by the Uſe of 


which we may learn to acquieſce in our Condition, 


which I ſhall now lay before you, as they may be 


eee Nature of God, * 


the Things around us. — And0Q. 
_. Firſt, With Raped n G Jultics, Reaſon, 
and Gratiadey da all of them mutually conſpire 


= * 


1 it not juſt, that he who i is 9 rom <a and 


5 Poſſeſſor of all chings ſhould diſpenſe his Bleſſings as 
Ale ſees fit; and aſſign to Men their Station and Por- 
tion of Goods agreeable to his own Will & Pleaſure? 
It is our Saviour's Argument © the' Cup which wy 
| Father hath given me, ſhall I not drink it?” 


As here is a Neceſſity, conſidering the preſent State 
of things in the- World for the different Ranks and 


5 Conditions of Men, ſo God bas not only an unalicn- 
able Right to put them in what Circumſtances He 
—_ but is the fitteſt Judge of their ſeveral Capa- 


ies for the Buſineſs they are to manage, in = re 


Lee Ends of his Providence. 


We are here in a State of Warfare = * 


ee to chuſe our Poſts under our great 
8 Dommander, but to behave ourſelves vel in that State 


Means. to u. * : 235 : 


of 


* ' Who exn complain, when he eon ders that ALL js | 


free Gift from his inexhauſtible Bounty ? = eſpecially 


il be reflects, that God is no leſs Wiſe than Great, and 


chat his Goodneſs is equal to both; ſurely it muſt 
be juſt to acquieſce in whatever He tack, and to re- 


ceive with Submiſſion and Thankfulteſs Whatever He 


* Wn. 65 8 


2k Ohligitns io & Frm Condi + to that God 


who hath fo freely beſtowed: upon us, not only our 
Exiſtence, but every temporal Gratification „as well 
asthe invaluable Power of enjoying Life eternal | 4 

"If we have not all we wiſh, ſhall we therefore moſt, 
dieronthily deſpiſe all we have, and contemn the Good - 
Hels which hath „ate ſo many unmerited Favours 
upon us ? = Rather let us look up to Heaven, and ac- 
kiowledge, vim a | mop 8 the aQual Bleflings 
we enjoy. 

I we meſt t bel we are now in in Heeſh, Peace, 
att Safety ; without, any particular or uncommon 
Evils to afflict our Condition, what more can we rea- © 
ſonably feok-for in this vain and uncertain World? | 


How fittle can che greateſt Proſperity add to fucha | 


ate? = Will any future Situation ever make us 
bbppy, if now, with ſo few Cauſes of Grief we imagine = 
E miſerable ? The Evil lies in the State of . 
. * BY Sera Fn cn. . 9 « NET Ont 8 ED he obs we? | 


* 


238 


our Mind, not in our Condiion 1 and by 
no Alteration of Circumſtances is * e | 
died. — But ſurther, 1 
Not only Juſtice Sa Gratitude, bus Reaſon als 
| inculcates the ſame. „ 5 
Is not God conſummate i in Wiſdom, and ran he 
not therefore better diſcern what is really more for our 
Advantage, than we ourſelves? 
Is not God Goodneſs and Love? ee TAO 
Principles cauſe him to watch over us for our Good? 
Is not God omnipotent and irreſiſtible ? Can we 
otherwiſe, then, than obey his Pleaſure, which. muſt 
be fulfilled ; and Kut re his Power, which 7 


| be controuled? - 


SIS. Rid © I, 


and Resten, unite to teach us e ene 
The Same may be learned from a brief Conliders . 
non of Ourſelves. 
f As Men and Creatures, we are naturally indigent 
ab weak; we have nothing of our own ; for, all that 
we poſſeſs is the free Gift of God. — And, 
| If we will but reflef how much we poſſeſs, 1 1 
| lite we deſerve, how abundantly our Enjoyments | 
exceed our Merits, we ſhall be excited rather to look 
With Gratitude on the better Part of our Condition, 
than with Regret on the worſe, and with great ' Thank- | 
Ni and. as the whole. 2 
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5 tice complain even in a natural \ 1 
1 leg oughu we todo fo. e meal. Account; 'for, 


dien confidered as Siuners againſt God , we deſerve if 
00 but Tel. When we 5 —— ſeriouſſy into our 
oon Conſciendes, and obſerve how much aftual we | 
Ei woe 2 i 1 8 r | 'E 
„ 7 When he would Kale: to = the Whole, vial 
3 385 ii Sorrows and Comforts 
„ wo In th T: to be thankful for 


thing that befals us; At all Times acknowledging 
ath s i our Merits, 


3 


our Iniquities deſerve. 


; Mercies, (which is e Fe 
0 t.) tk mould con- Gr l 
2 | 


n 
=> 


— 
o 
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. T- 


| abel and Ourlres;' 


by 


1 ad Sufferings, we e hould conlider 


and bow ere e- e bits; and ſhall then 5 8 


5 8 38 8 8 
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Z ment here; and to be favoured with ſuch Were HN 5 . 
for tho afflittive Calls of Providence for our Good: © „%% ᷑ ũ -̃! FEE 
11 — Ife conſider ourſelves as Servant, — e 
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M either the Ck ade Beſt among us — 8 85 Be 55 : 
for their own Happineſs without the'- Concurrence of © 
heir Fellow-cre res: « The King himſelf is ſerved „„ : 


() What If the Fact, orduin'd the Duſt ts ed, VV 
5 15 Or Hand to toil, aipir'd to he the Head? — <P : „„ 
Bo Wharf the Head, the Eye or Ear repin'd, 5 5 „ 
| | > To ſerve ers Kngines to the rung Mind :::: 
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6 e Contentment, | 
Thus, even in a natural Way, . 
from Diſcontent; much more, if we conſider ourſelves 
in a religious Capacity, as Chriſtians, where we are 
ALL upon a Level, as . Sons of the moſt. High God,” 


and in full Aſſurance of eternal Bleſlings 1 
en manking;60, ourſelves. 


In chis Caſe to droop and be diſconfolate; is ly 


ee ee (*) for, how can he be ſuppoſedd io 
vVant any thing, whoſe Portion is God, whoſe Redee- 
mer is Chriſt, and whoſe. b and 
— Unppinels exernal?.+— Thus, Rn Og) 

In whatever Light we view ourſclves, we perceive 
| forcible Arguments for Cote: Let us add ; that, as 
rational Creatures, we ſhall greatly abuſe the Reaſon 
| ve boaſt, and for which we deem ourſelves ſo much 
* ſuperior to the animal Creation; ; if that Reaſon, given 
OE Zomfo 9 


2 . Taker Pans, 

Fo The great dire&ting Mind of all ordains. 

- © 5 Then fince by. Nature *tis decreed 0 —\— 
8 That Each ſhould aid the Other's Need, 5 

„„ Abpesſe your diſcontented Mind, „ 

SES TY i And aft the Part by Heav'n afſigned, ET. 


5 . and gl Impenitence bath no il V 
ae Every Man has it in his Power , by the Force of natural Wl CE 
| Reaſon , to- maſter the Temptation of falling either into Deſpair or 
5 Preſucption. None ſhould wh becauſe God can help them ; and 
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| thereof, t to take his 13 to rejoice. in lis La. 1 6 
bour; this is the Giſt of God; (i.e). To enjoy is the perf 
Eil God, who is the Author of every good Gift, and 55 
the Objett of every grateful Sentiment He may the! 
die Mn the, Power . Wealth, without the öche 
Art of enjoying or becoming it: be may give him the Dep 
Materials of Happineſs, without giving him Wiſdom: our 
i be, what it ouly em be, dhe ArchiteR of it : for 6h. 
| though Fortune, (a great Fortune, ) may be the Re- bf ei 
ſult of undeſigning Chance, or a Concurrence of lucky 1 
Incidents; yet Happineſs muſt be always more or leſs ſubſt 
_ the Product of Deſign, Thought, and Reaſon. Hence wpe 
leavi 


55 it comes to paſs," that thoſe who are very fortunate, 
5 are not always very happy. We ſee how mucha out 
Man has, and therefore we, ſome of us, envy him: de io 

| bur we benen (what js often the Caſe,) how little he ; 
enjoys, and therefore we do not pity him. And yet 63 
ve might ſee it too, if we did but obſerve him giving this Þ 
perhaps evident Proofs, that he does not enjoy him- den 
ſelf by his conſtant Engeavours to forget himſelf in 5 
Variety of Company and. Diverſions, ſhifting the, Wl . 
Scene, and hurrying from Place to, Place in ſuch a 

| perpetual Motion of Body, that nothing can exceed 
id but „ what plainly 'ſhews , the Reſtleſneſs of his 
Sou; nothing more irkſome 0 him, than being long 
ee e 


| Means'to ® . 
2· bis bon Breaſt. & Anette hen Ae he: 
perficial thing; that plays, for a while, upon the Ima- 
gination {real Happinels, like real Sorrow, lies deep at 
the Heart : it is rooted in the Ground of the Heart; 
ocherwiſe it would ſoon wither away, becauſe it had no 
Depth, ' Noiſe, Hurry, and Crouds, as they all off „ 
our Attention, may ſuſpend or diſſipate real Happi- os 5 
neſsor Sorrow ; þ But Ties 8 Senbbility 1 5 
ud Harfeeg. 6 h Vine; Thoſe that s 
ſubſtantially Virtuous and Happy, are not ambitious of in» cls ane 
appearing ſuch. They are content with being ſuch ; % eo 
kung it to others to ſtudy Appearances, & rohang: : . 
(ORE e Happineſs , where & is not.00, Ee 
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1 Tool that all eankly Bleſſings i Es 

One Perſon, ſo that he bad nothing e ee 5 
this Paint; & what would be the Conſequence? [vizF © 5 
dways a certain Liſtleſſneſs, even as there was before 
certain Reſileſſneſs of Mind, while our Cireumſtan= © 
tes were neceſſiuous. Fierceneſs of Deſire, on thn® 
one Hand, and a nauſeous Loathing on the other, lis 
dien ſo'near the One to the Other, that it is but the, BR Er Os 
n P. 1 of a Mom ment , it is but 0 inviſible, EE eo 
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On Contentment, 
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paſſed, and every craving: Void filled up: and the 
Moment every craving. Void is filled up, and their 
Deſires compaſſed, they fink into a flat Indolence and 
N ·˙ ²ůmmwy t ? ĩ?;1c TS 

_ The Rich Man may fare ſun iſly every Day: 
„ and to fare deliciouily, are 
widely different. He r Reality 
| never feaſts at all his n 


5 ee E Meek, Calls of an 
vbongry Stomach are ſooner appealed, than the Squez 
miſhneſs of a vitiated Appetite removed. The 

"eſt Emperots, who, after a long, tedious, and laboriou 
Pork por ga Enemy, have taken up with 
in ordi have ingenuoufly owned, that a 
| Simplicity Vel Phe, thus recommended by Hunger 
Ind Labour, has ſurpaſſed all the Pleaſures they have 
ever before met- nh Trom Ge refined ant kalen Ele 
| nicks of s well-furniſhed Table. 7” IT 0 55 f 
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5 5 The Truth'is : The Affluent muſt oſten uſe thoſs 
ns, [vir] Faſting and Labour, out of Choices 
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te Elung; Adee which le but voluntary La. e 
cir . bour; or they will be eee CLI - | 
nd ll Weir great and (unwieldy: Fortune. They will want 
that Checrfulneſs and even Flow of Spirits, which 8 
y: WW Temperance ,-ſ "Induſtry and Eaſe, been 9 
for*Epicurifm and Senſüalit ). 
ity /- Health is a temporal Bleſſing, which muſt give ® - 
Reliſhv2o every other : : @ Bleſſing, er, that we 
never know the full Value ue of, till we are deprived of % = 
it: like' Objekts leſt apparent, when too near the Eye, 
it muſt be held-off from us, to be fe n, to greater Ad- 
antage; by us. Vet this Blelling, the Foundation of —@ 
Ae teſt is ofieneſtthe' Lot of an honeſFand ind 8 
bine Competeney. 8 Fate . hy W -jfe . 4 bf | 5 5 
Tbe fame Author, the” Ager or Natale and'the - 6 
has 'exprefily/injohed ; that he Cw. 95 
not Work,“ or employ Hite, (becher he be rich 
pode ee ſhatl not eat "Andi it is che fame thing, whe 555 
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of them with their Eyes?” And 
- what Pleaſure: therefore. hath the Owner more than 


I ——= may feed che Vanity of the. 
| does not adminiſter any natural Pleaſure. . Tor al te 
. en Senſe to.diſcem, and 


= Mart, hav b ao 
Ars, ,; Othex People may have ail th 
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ments of . He 2 reap . 
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5 , Buildings , coſtly Furniture, expenſ" 
„ and fine Dreſs, are by Nature fitted to 
vo r aa te : 2 wed 


— 2 , the \Pleafure of the Proprietor , to 
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ments. His ian Mena e himflr 
with others, whom he imagines les happy in this Re- 
(pe 3 and for the fane Reaſon anather's ; 


grace muſt be his Uncaſinels, when be compares hims | 
Hf with thoſe who-outſhine him in 
modations of Life.” Thus do Men mukiply co den. 
ches Cauſes of Miſery, by miſplaced Affections ar 

vitated Tate: and chere bare beenthoſe who bare 


ould not purchaſe, Where" « « Vanity,” "(eſpecially | 
e « Veraion of Spit” Y 
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|; temſelves mixed vich a Comemptfor ems wi 5 
i de Want of it would haue dilconcerted em ag 
b 6 4. $i dude mne: - $0 tight, osten 

| to che dag which diſturb or overoy 4 Mibd dt 
1:7 WY , itſetf rationat'— diſcompoſed for the Want "of 
Fa were. Trifles, and forgetful of that Which is to b 
— vod above Gold and precious Stone :“ ſond of 
pA evory thing rare and uncommon , except what is ths 
ds wall tobe Raney fall aces 
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above the Vulgar, glitters in their Eye : this. Diftine. 
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bien and Vn, which the Influences of hen be 
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on only has oſten no Charms for them: a DiſtinQion, 
however, of infinitely. more Worth than all the. reſt, 
Fran bah v. Wit the reſt of the World, 
wen all other Diſtinctions are loſt to all Eternity, 
Whatever La eee ping RNegularity in 
Houſes, or Gardens an Affluence may procure: there 
d; one Symmetry and Regularity, which ought aot to Wy 
be forgotten, the Regularity of gur Lives and Man- 
ners, che Beauty of Affections well ordered, that 
eee e 
or Proportion in things external can make us happy. 
The Truth is, Nature has pointed out to us a Set of 
Delights, eaſy, Theapy and ſerene: but a diſtempered 
ion has ſubſtituted in their Room thoſe that 
de Acud of Acceſs, in the Poſ⸗ 
| Gffion.. Nature has e the. moſt; beautiful and 
* pleaſing Objefs: the moſt common, which ſeveral: 
n xcaule they are ſo. They love to 
Aike into new. Tradts of Pleaſure, deſpiſing thoſe in 
Which the Bulk of Mankind can walk as themſelves; 
ani] are ſo afraid of falling in with the vulgar Taſte, 
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Wit e all the Beaute 5, i Cn cn e. 

Ar. Exhilt, or Riches purchaſe , when put in Cn. 

petition Vin the auguſt Spedade of the Sun, in the 

veal Scaſon, ariſing in its full Strength, gladdening 
animal Creation, brightening every Odject, ilk 

the brighteſt; in Compariſon' of which all human 

Clones, like the Stars, hide their diminiſhed Heads, | 

or rather like a fickly Lamp, when confronted with it, 5 can 
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have * no Glory, by Reaſon of the « Glory which 1 
IXCELLETH 7 Vet hau many. ;prefer t the dull Lux uxury | 
ofa. bf Bed and Eaſe , to this delightful, but, al! REY. 
too early. Scene ? EE, go ue 88 . e ea 
The next. Pleaſures ue, thirdly , en Eſteeny | 

and Honour. war oft <ooly ten e ee e . 5 
We are apt ta. conſider Men, not as os anti 85 
hemſelves, but as they ag eee Ad - : 
ridge by their Fortune; whereas did welvie denn 
ben Hm their Oircumſtam s , inſtend of ding 
der Creates y we ſhould, ſometimes ät leaſt, fink 
Occafion to pity - their” Litileneſa. It is furpriſing tal 
Oforve, whit a wide Dilproportion of Reſpett is paid 
we Minh; dy rational: Hema e Pr he — 

ps oe ee 179 REY eee 

(alt ww e 

every Gt hes ha Tong, by 
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Piety and Vinue ; which the. Influence of their bad 


armee ande art more rare and uncommon. 


8 above dhe nen in their Eye: this Diſtinc. 
ton only has often. no Charms for them: a Diſtinction, 
| however, of infinitely more Worth than all the reſt, 
which will ſet them above the reſt of the World, 
wen all other Diſtinctions are loſt to all Eternity, 
Whatever Beauty, Symmetry, and Regularity in 


Houſes, or Gardens an Affluence may procure: there 
is one Symmetry and Regularity, which ought not to 
be forgotten, the Regularity of our Lives and Man- 
ners, the Beauty of Affections well ordered, that 
Harmony and Order within, without which no Order 


oer Proportion in things external can make us happy, 


-The Truth is, Nature has pointed out to us a Set of 


| Delights, eaſy, cheap, and ſerene: but a diſtemperal 


has ſubſtituted in their Room thoſe that 


- #redifficult of Acceſs, and unſatisfaftory in the Poſ. 
ſeſſion. Nature has made the moſt, beautiful and 
' pleaſing Objects the moſt, common, which ſeveral 
- overlook, merely becauſe they are ſo. They love to 
Qrike into new. TraRts: of Pleaſure, deſpiſing thoſe in 


Which the Bulk of Mankind can walk as themſelves; 


ani are ſo afraid of falling in with the vulgar Taſte,' 
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Wike e which Genius can invent 


Art exhibt, or Riches purchaſe , when put in Com- 
petition with the auguſt SpeQacle of the Sun, in the 


vernal Seaſon, ariſing in its full Strength, gladdening 
the animal Creation, brightening every Objea, itſelf 


the brighteſt ; in Compariſon of which all human 
Clories, like the Stars, hide their diminiſhed Heads, 


or rather like a ſickly Lamp, when confronted with i it, 


bave « no Glory,” by. Reaſon of the« Glory which 


EXCELLETH ?” Yet hgw many prefer the dull Luxury 


of a ſoft Bed and Eaſe , to this delightful, bot, alas | 


too early Scene? 
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The next Pleaſures are, n. 6 thoſe of Eſteem | 
md Honour: wu ob 5 ey, Has TI 


MWe are apt n not as HIP are in 
temſelves, but as they are gilded and ſet-off to Ads 
radtige by their Fortune: whereas did welview theni 


AAS in „ instead of admiring 


ber Greatnehs ; we ſhould; ſometimes at leaſt, find _ 
Occaſion to pity - their” Littleneſs. It is furpriſing ta 
ebferve, whit a wide Diſproportion of Reſpett is paid 
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what he ſayech,“ enforced with the ſubſtantial Elo. 


. quence of an ample Eſtate, «is extolled to the 
Clouds. But if a poor Man ech, they are ready 


. To balance the Account, let it be obſerved, that 


as for Men of ſuperior Senſe, they ſee through, anl 


heartily deſpiſe, all the officious Complaiſance that is 
paid to their Quality, and not to their Perſon. No 


Honour, no Praiſe , but what comes from the Heart 
olf the Speaker, can penetrate to theirs, and raiſe any 


delicate Senſations of Pleaſure there. They laugh at 
all the Emt N of Greatneſs, which, like Robes 
of State, mult be worn on ſome public Occaſions, 
hut are always heavy, cumbrous, and unweildy: they 
never enjoy themſelves, unleſs in the milder Lights of 
Life, when they put them off, and are in an Undreſfs, 
free ,” and diſengaged, loſing the great Man in the 
Friend. Their true Greatneſs, is, that they are ſu- 
perior to the Greatneſs which they poſſeſs, and can ſeo 
into the Littleneſs of it, when unaccompani VER 
liberal Mind and enlarged AﬀeRions. . | 


—_ And, as to Men of another Tum, let i rnd, 
wat tht leaſt Neglect, nay even the Omiſſion of a Ce- 


- remony , ſhall extremely diſconcert ſome who have 
been trained up with high Notions of the Deference 
en o e big with the Sentiments 99 0 
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. ;nity. "Io | 2 , | 
in Hama. For „ after. he had ſuinmed cup all his 
Wealth, a Greatnels, be condlutles': ( Vet 


ſiting at the Gate,” mat is, not riſing to make this” 

Court, and pay Homage 10 him. This -Diſreſpe&: 

and Slight put upon him could counterbalance all his 
Pleaſures. Fo ſee put above us, and a Diſ. 
tinftion made, where ve can ſee no Diſference, how-" 985 
ever tri vial and imaginary an Ill, yet galls a Man-of 

high Spirit more, than ſame ſubſtantial r 
the meek and humble. 8 n 8 
An the eee Humour 
i indulged / every Deſire gratified without Control, 
there the leaſt Diſappointment, the Jeaſt;:Provocationy 
vill diſturb a Man ; he can ſcarce brook any Affront, 
the natural . Conſequence of an uninterrupted Self- 
indulgence. - For the more he indulges himſelf in the | 
pleaſurable things of Life, the leſs he will think of his: 
not deſerving them; and the leſs he thinks of his not 
Glerving them, the leſs will be his Humility : till Sick - 
ſs, Pain, and Anguiſh, (no Flatterers they, who; . 
aly ſpeak. ſmooth .things; they ſpeak-home to his 

hoſam, and give him a feeling Convidtion of what he: 
is)Jower his ſwelling Ideas, and reduce the exorbitant 
Power of his Paſſions. eee 
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5 On Contentmerit, 
. and eycafoan'aching(time, to rs 
Clamoursof this:Conſcience;, e ſuſpend, what 
they often haſten, his Doom. one a! 
| - Nothing would-be-more effettual ee wee 
Deſires for things: of: this Nature, now we are alive 
and well, chan Ieriouſty 0 -refleQ; in what Light 
they will are e —— of Death. 
No one can be more miſerable than the Man of the 
World, who ſeldom thought 6 r 
when be is not-tocontinue any longer. in l. 


Tue laſt Pleaſures 1 thall mention are obe- 
moral and ſpiritual Naturtee . 
T ubeſe are indeed the moſt Ch Saiafadtions. And 
be is not W. true Wiſdom and Lure, who! 
Vet theſe Flcakares lic open w Meniof every Con- 
dition in Life. It is true, a benevolent Man in lo- 
Eircumſtancei cannot be as beneficial to che World, 
_ as he would be, if he adorned a higher Station. But 
though it might be-better for the World that he had 
an ample Sphere of Addion; yet it will be the ſame 
thing to him at-the laſt final Adjuſtment of Rewards. 
and Puniſhments.' For he who has, (the only thing in 


* His Power,) an hearty Inclination to do more good, 


| ſhall not Toft his Reward for Want of, (what was not 
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our Virtue is at lealt as much endangered by Opu- 
knce, which adminiſters numberleſs Incentives to 
Luxury, and Temptations to Inſolenee, as it is by 
Poverty. Indeed, ſome who before ſeemed to want 
nothing but an ainple Fortune; as ſoon as they have 
acquired that, have from that Time wanted Amoſt 
every thing elſe to make them valuable. The Heat 
and Warmth of Proſperity has called forth thoſe Vices, 
which lay dormant before under the Rigour of Pover- 
ty. What Numbers have ſhortened their Days by 


dbandoning themſelves to all the unmanly Pleaſures + 
ef a diſſolute Life ; who, if they had not been born ts 


aa affluent independant State, might have made a di- 
tinguiſhed Figure in the World? If they had not hat 
a Fortune to fupport their Follies, and keep-pace with 
kwd Deſires, they might have thought it neceſſary io 
lay in a Stack of moral and intellectual Endowments. 
No Wonder ſome annex the Idea of Valuableneſs: 
and Worth to Riches, and of Deſpicableneſs and Con 
tempt to Poverty: they are in the right to value them- 
Alves upon, what is the only valuable thing they. | 
pye, their great Wealth. _ 

Afeer all, we are far from 1 chat Bin 
de us larger Opportunities of doing good: that feve. 
nl make this Uſe of them, and i improve their own, by 


enlarging the common Stock of Happineſs ; their Re- 


kgon, like the Altar, that ſanctified the Gold , ſtamp- 
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ings, an irregular, encumbered Magnificence, where il +; 


Apoltle expreſſes it, ( bring us into a Snare, and ins 


| Mien in Perdition.“ | 


which: they are not the moſt likely to do, who have 
te Means in their Hands, of gratifying every one of 
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256 | on Contentment, 


ing a Value —_ and dignifying 5 Fortune. 
Their Greatneſs ĩs not like that of old Gothic Build. 


chere is nothing; eaſy, unaffected, and natural; but + 


every thing ſhews a ſtiff awkward rae and an often. Wl ' - 


ratiouſs Pride; no, it reſembles the Buildings of ancient 


Taſte, where all things were ſimple, juſt, and confor. 
mable to Truth, and therefore beautiful and great; 
Where that which was ornamental, was alſo com, 
modious and uſeful. But this we affirm, that unleſs 


we guard againſt criminal Exceſſes, Riches will, as the 
Rey ted HH Fey — as drown 


5, The leaſt Glance of Ae pay" de ds Thew, 
that Happineſs, in a great Meaſure, conſiſts in ſub- 
duing each fierce, turbulent, and exorbitant Paſſion; 


mem: not to mention, that to ſet our Heart upon the 
Blandiſhments of Life , (which is too often the Caſe 


of thoſe whoſe Fortune can command ans bad is to give 
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e I am, therewith tobe content.” 
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Arne already viewed the fair Side of 1 
and proved from them the Reaſonableneſs of Content 
in an inferior Station - let us have recourſe to the 
Other, and ſee whether there are no Sufferers among 
us—and, if there are, we cannot entertain a more 
boliſh Hope than to expett to be diſtinguiſhed by a 


conſtant Courſe of Happineſs , from that Cloud of _ 
dufferers which here ſurrounds us. : 


We complain of our on Lot, whilſt chere are 
Thouſands in the World, whoſe State is ſo far woes 
han ours, that they would think themſelves happy in 
Exchange for our e Which we think ſo i in- 
bpportable. ye RA ee When 


(®) $i allora omnia Mala es , minus gro 1 tus. % 
tu excultiſimus non omnes mala: Herbas eradicatas habet : ita Vita | 
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Head: He was contented to be betrayed, and 


4 Res non finit. —» Non cui vis Homini contingit adire Corinthums 


See Knox's Eſſays No. 150. A Remedy for OS nas x wa No. 558 
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258 On Contentment, h 

When therefore we fancy that we have Cauſe of 

Diſcontent, we hoyM Javk around ws I lie, and ſe 

how it fares with the reſt of Mankind, and we may 

| then venture to affirm, that it is not ſo bad as might 

| have been, — — 
it. 43-7 24 n 


What vere che Sufferings- of our Bleſſed Lord, 

and how patiently did he endure chem: « The Foes 
have Holes, (ſaith he,) and the Birds of the Air have 
Neſts, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay ha 


given up info the Hands of ſinful Men; and can we 
expect better e and ee than 


Our 


: 633 who think there is One poſitive 

e of Liſle, which is always ſerene. Content aud Acquieſcence are 

not lodged in Chance of Fortune of Circuinſtances z but in our on 
Boitoms. Our Revenues may be large, our Affairs ſucceſstal, and our 
Views promiſing ; yet may ws be incumbered with Diſtaſtes and Unez« 
Linefles, that will not perinit us to enjoy the moſt plentital Fortunes. 
Could we, herefore, but rightly contider the Miſeries of Others, 
weſhogld br better latisfied with our own Stations, and more thank- 


fol for the Benefits we enjoy. Non licet Hominem eſe [ah it& at vulty 


Or guimus, igitur, quand ut volumus non licet. Forte tud contentus abi. 
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1 Maſth Þorſhall we be t 
we do not receivent ?i 1” #03 105 209% 1 
What were the Sufferings-of che Dikiples, ni 14 

Girſt: Martyrs of Religion,. as y St Paul? 

60 pars had Trial of cruel Mockings and Scurgings; 
yea moreover of Bomis and Imptifonments = = they 
were faven aſunder «were: tempted —were lain with the 

Sword = they wandered: about in Ohbep/lkins , FR”: 

Goat-ſkins, being defſtitpre , afflifted, mented ;''(of 
whom the Worlxl. not worthy.) they wandered in ; 
Deſerts, inen. and in Dens; and Caves 

of the-Earth, they were torturell, not accepting Deli 

\erance, that they might obtain a better Reſurreftion.* | 
It may perhaps grieve us to obſerve the common 
Courſe: of things, and ſee how ſome Men proſper, * 
whilſt we ourſelves have but little Share in what are , by 

oe * Bleſſings of lt. Lite, (- Y but we ou e 

> 15 bare . 


i 4 Aa . 


1 ee eee n : 5 


wa aten bet ter thows what little Value: God ſets upon Riches, 
e Preferments, and other worldly Advantages, than his indifferent Di. 


_ abi, penlation of them, & the Ua vorth neſs af thoſe who generally poſſeſs 
No. 380 them. — It is with Fortune as with other fantaſtical Miſtre ſſes She 
; wakes Sport with thoſe that are ready todie for, her, and throws her. 
, kit at ehe Feet of thoſe who deſpiſe her. - mes in omni Re domina- 
| Tem nds er Libidins, quan ar Vere, celtbrat; obenratqut. *) 
BY Tho, ee, Gutts of Fortune ale the Lot many Times of the 


t.of Men; But ed ener Worth is that gen 
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5 eee e e eee 
with held; it is doubtleſs for our Advantage; while 
— nl 


j- : you Nulli tan bona off Fortuna , de qui non pofir qutri. Nibil oft 
eee, eee in- 


on Conteniment, 
arſe in is Caſe to L 


poſſibly en N 
for Elevation. ( NES 
We ſhould he at hte ay any” Adm: 


vers hich ale ati"ener. thoſe very Inconveni- 


encies which we. fo heavily complain of, and there are 
many 'Evils and bad. Conſequences which e 


attend a more flouriſhhg Condition. (f) 


A Perſon ia u low State a -bur few 


Eee ba we wil ſiiun then allo be hath 
5 nne, e ere ee 


Envy 


CAE 


gets him Glory, . 8 Gebe Men hap- 

py; yet beleive. not to be much commended , being derived from o- 

thers > Virtue and Integrity, as of themſelves they are lovely 1 10 15 
— they alſo give a ſingulac Loſtre to che moſt excellent Perloh. 


Wealth and Titles are only the Gift of Fortune, but 3 


Contest are the peculiar Endowments of a well-diſpoſed Mind; a 
Mind chat can bear Afflition without Murmur, and the Weight ofa 


plentiful Fortune without Vain-glory ; that can be familiar e 
ee reſerved without Pride. 5 
1 ee 25s eee . . 


E 1 Nen omnia congraunt omnibur. 
- ibn gti; chin . FEY 


— 4 2 #5." 270 
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3 We would willingly change Fortune and Riches with 8 
there are fem, who would-be any of thoſe Men in every Circum- 


— to it. 
Finy ag Oat can 


Notice: * gaielt οο H D lo zit. 

| His Labour, Indutfy; wi rege 9 
beſt Means of preſetVing the Health of his Body, and 
the Serenity of his Mind. (7 ku 


The c. NAES I 2 4 N. 
0 Ut Navis tutior of, quar of in par uo N 2 re in 2 
lagi Flaibus udtat: 112 buniilit' Fortink, Sorte e er oo ar. 
* Appareant rurò Nantes in Gurgite waſte. © BOB, 
— — 0 Fu. ma Facultas 1 
* Pauperis anguftive Laris 1. O Munera nondums 
Intellecta Deum — 
O bona Paaiperter's O nondum ks AA 1-25 
Munera, Virtutum Cyuftor , et Amica Puri. 
Luxurie Frenum , Vite Tutela, procacem 
1 Fertunas, er ern — 5 5 
un., habetsr facult fine Dama. — Tata of n e 
ete non tenditur Accipitri wel Mil wis. 
Daa ab ills accipier, qui aibil habet? 
Hen yi v, fmt rink et he 
ft Fortuna, Tant minis eff 


WT 
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. „dle are 5.4 under the Contempt 1 the World; thelp | 
"rs eee, Cute thein ag all ApprebenFon of Danger or Vis 


dence — Contra Furta, beua oft Vigilantia, wiqut Pan- ; 
frias : quam dis aliquid erit, quod Furibus dulce fit, orum wel my 
bah hon ade. Vie Fares en en, v. gage 


— 0 God hath e none of v2 in 3 uud bn thank 
5 k ſomething, perhaps ia it, which may afford us Comfort. But if 
: a ſullen Hundre, we nt nöt cüftivate our Ground} becauſe we 

* more: Mind to aur Neig hhour's, we may thank-ourſelveyfor any 
La ve . The deſpiſigg, of an e oo | 
4 9 
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RN of which Men ee and 
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| 35 i Power, and 25 (Gough barmlc 
„ in themſelves) are yet, to many Perſons, 3 


cious; ( hey come like. proud and magn 
Gueſts, and bring with den a long Train —.— 


2 


of t the Auen of he and 4 Diga what re- 

mains to be determined by de thinking and diſcerning 

3 Man, but that they are inſufficient to make the Poſſeſſot 
1 cbem wuy kappy?=—1If ue look around us on de 
> wealthy Pari of Mankind, and take an accurate Sur- 

vey of their Lives and Actions, how few of them ar 

5 30 be envied; and how Line to be admired? < Where 
eee Rich Manthat is without Anxiety, leſt his Af. 
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Lickaeſs of Mind ; and a perpetual Craving of ad hs 1 without 
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Means to „ „ 283 
hilants, or unforeſbert Misforunes leſteh tis Abun- 
dance 7 = Wheie in che Man of Diſtinctiom, or the 
Honoured, Famed', and Great, that have = their ar 
Troubles of Mindy Body, or Eſtate ? 38 05 * 

65 There is no Point on which Moralid ts are more Eos oe 
than concerning the Exiſtence of Happineſs. Some have placed it in 
the Poſleddon of the Goods ol Life; Others, in a contented Miad; and: 


Some have denied that there is any ſuch thing. 
The moſt rational Syſtem of Happineſs ſeems; to be placed, not in 


Polleflion, nor the Ends, but in the Means of obtaining _ 


8 « Man never is, but to be, bleſt,” 


| Whatever preſent Motive may operate as a Spur von Pres) Us 
vill be found, when once gained, to be only the Means to ſome remo- ! : 

End. The natural Flights of the human Mind are not trom Plea- 
{ure to Pleaſure, but from Hope to Hope. He that directs his Steps to: 


"me remote Point, muſt frequently turn his Eyes towards the Plae, 
eng to reach : he that undergoes the Fatigue of Labour, muſt re- 
in bis weary Mind with the Contemplation of its Reward. 
This Propenfity to look forward into Futurity a. ſeems to be the 
avoidable Condition of a Being, whoſe Motions are gradual » and. 
hoſe ife is progreſſſſve As his Powers are limited, he mult uſe 
Means for the Attainment of bis Wines, and intend firſt what he per- 


«aft, As by continual Advances. from the firſt Stage of Exilt-, | 


ce to the laſt he is perpetually varying the Horizon of his Proſpeftsy, 
he diſcovers 1 pew Motiyes of AQioa , new Lxckowents of Fours * 
r Allurements of Deſire, Indeed, 
Ks abſurd to the laſt Degree, to.expeR Happlac at any particu. 


Time when our Hopes promiſe us the Aim of our Wishes. vit. 1 
0 pointments croud i in ſo thick upon us, that ve ſeldom fail . 
1 


I dear bought Experience, the Emptineſs of our Defires., But w 
& Mind is engaged in any Purſuit, it certainly may. enjoy Happineſs. , 


* way have all his ExpeRations blaſted 4 bus while Ons 
bn. Cx I. bus 


o 


\ The Author that writes with the Hopes of Fame, when he comes... 
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be only happy Man” There ie uh Happineſs in ſo miſerable a World 
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abs 'On 1 


in, or an cligible Companion to, ſublunary Comfort 
and Tranquility; but cannot, with any Propriety, be 


accounted abſolutely neceſſary ar the Auainment of 


true Happineſs, — — Fo, —_ We 


bote in the Labour” e TINEA — mhich 


proved Phaotoms when be attempted to graſp them4 


The Lover ite, I eee 
py Hour that le to reader him completely bleſſed : the Hour arrives 
without the Blefling < his Pleaſures lay in the Purtuit. | x 


The Man who retires from the buſy „„ 
ral Delights, builds and plants ; ER wy ay i Ges 


| his-Mind, expeRts to be happy, but finds bis Miſtake. 
a The Mexchant who places all his Ambition on the Acquiſition of 
| ' Sinmenſe Wealth , which he thinks will baniſh every Want - gains it, 
| a is then convinced, that the Aeyniriag , not the Acquiſtion, formed 
_ Bis Happineis. 


It. is thus with every Order of Nen when they never think of 


Loppinels, they ae it ; and when they er- to uti it, they ar 
canſtantly diſappointe4. 2 5 


It is imprudeat For any One to aber that 3 ie Aer 


veel, be is perfedtly acquainted with the State of his Mind. It has 


fires in them, are apt to fancy thoſe who do not poſſeſs them, unhappy. 


long ago been proved , (and ſurely it will not admit of a Doubt,) that 
| Hi ppineſs doth not conbit in Riches z and they who place their De- 


Bur let the Rich commune with their own Boſoms, & be filent : they 


nerd only conſult themlielves to be nei uainted with the Laſufficiency | 
of Wealth to confer Happinefs. That the moſt permanent Pleaſure 
| we can enjoy in this Life, conſiſts ip Content, is undoubtedly true. 
| He who with little, is contented == little , ſhould be conſidered _ 
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les, ue ik 2 * ts 
we are io remember Mar u Mais Life, or the 


Happineſs of human Life  « confiſteth' not in the 
Abundance of e eee No: 


Happi· 


tion. 3 8 & Hegels isfolikely & to confer r 
in this World, as that of the Divine Being. He who would be happy 
here, ſhould aim at being happy bereafter, and contemplate that glo- 
ridus Immortality which the Good with to enjoy, -but the Wicked 


re eerie TY ann. 


0) Every Day's Erpertebes ſhews as how little is in the Fore 
of Riches: tor what indeed truly defirable can they beſtow? Can 
they give Beauty to the Deformed · Strength to the Weak - or Health 
to the [nfirm ? ſurely if they could, we ſhould not fee ſo many ill fa- 
voured arnong the Aſſemblies of the Great j nor ſuch Numbers of 
leeble and weak, languiſhing on Couches, or in Palaces: No ; not e- 
ven the Wealth ot a Kingdom, nor all the Glories of a Crown , can 
give Health, or eaſe the Brow of Care : It is not in the Power of 
Rithes to purchaſe any Paint equal to the Bloom of Youth, nor Com- 
poſition to match that of Health. Do not Riches bring Solicitude, i in- 


ezd af cheſe 4 Envy inſtend of Affection, and Danger inſtead of Safe. | 


ty ?-Can they prolong ibeir on Pollethon, or leagtben his Days who 
enjoys them ? 60 far otherwiſe, ene e the Luxury » ny 


| bring them un k Ain ind [Miſery to to vie untimely Graye- 


Where then is their Value, if they can neither 4 not 
W our Forms , ſweeten nor prolong our Lives ?— Again, 
„ Cap they adorn the Mind: wore than tbe Body ? Do they nog 


| rather (well the Heart with Vanity, and elate us with Pride ; ſhut our 


Ears to every Call of Virtue., & our Bowels to every Motive of Com- 
. nr e e ee eee 
EN, Sanft 95 Serm. 


» « 53 8 
2 3 *. * © 55 15 Ge IB? 
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ly | Hours, are apt to imagine. This is cer- 
tain, that one Part of the. World are tolerably eaſy 
under ſuch Circumſtances, as would be inſupportable 
to the other. And Some have made it a Queſtion, 
whether Riches do not create more Wants than they ' 
atisfy. For None ſeem to be more contented, than 


cies of Life. 

Thus there is . . W 
not in all, that regular Adjuſtment of Inequalities; 
that he that has gathered much of the Materials of Hap- 

. Pineſs, « ſhould have nothing over; and he that has 
gathered little, ſhould © have no Lack.” If the Poor 
envy the Rich, as exempt from that Drudgery to which 
they are ſubject; the Rich may ſometimes, with more 


Juſtice, envy the induſtrious and temperate Poor: be- 


l ellen Thoughts that Splecn, Diltat, and Want | 


| of Health, which high Enjoyment of Life, Luxury, | 


und Inattion ſometimes breed in them. The Labour 
VCC 
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7 | | Means. 10 it. 5 : 187 
echerwiſe muſech upon many things; and therefore" 


hinders them from dwelling upon, and conſequentiy 
heightening' real Misfortunes , or ee 10 


themſelves imaginary Grievances. Os 
Thus it procures them Peace of Mind, as well as, 


Health of Body. And Happineſs, as far as attainable 
here below, conſiſts * in Peace of Mind, Health of 


Body, and Competeney of Fortune. Indeed, they 


bid as fair for a Competency, as the Rich themſelyes, 


if not fairer. For their Labour, to which they are 
conſtantly inured, takes up their Thoughts, and hin. 
ders them from making idle Excurſions, and creating, 
fantaſtic Wants; Wants, which Nature never deſign- 

ed. Now, theſe imaginary Wants are often more. | 
. vexatious to the Opulent, than real Want are to the 


Poor. Forreal and natural Wants are-ſogn ſupplied,. 


a very little ſuflicing Nature: whereas the Wants of 


an irregular roving. Imagination are endleſs. . Hence, 


the Opulent are ſometimes very unhappy, as they are 
at Leiſure to frame a thouſand chimerical Deſires. 


And - accordingly they oſten conneft the Ideas of 
Grandeur, Retinue,- caſtly Eating and Drinking 


a ee Villas, Statues , Paintings „Kc. with the 
Ha 15 1 hich there is vo 


„ 


266 555 Contentment, nent, 
e i e A which 


7 C 
z o 
* 


fooliſh Man has put together ; but which Nature and 
the wiſe Author of Nature ever intended to keep aſun- 


der. They very ingeniouſly have contrived an inex- 


hauſtible Number of Wants, which require as inex- 


- hauſtiblea Fund of Wealth to ſupply them. If they 


are ſupplied, i it is but Vanity, and contributes very lit- 
tle to their real Enjoyments: as ſoon as che Gloſs of 


. Novelty i is worn off, they become taſteleſs and inſipid. 
If they are not ſupplied, it is a Vexation of Spirit, 


and a perpetual Source of Uneaſineſs. They have, 
very often ſo joined and rivetted together the Ideas of 


Grandeur and Happineſs , that they cannot retrench 
their Pomp and Equipage , even when their Fortune 


is conſiderably impaired. They muſt , through an, 


_ ambitious Poverty, maintain the Shew, when the Sub- 
| france is gone. Their Joys are pompous and wide, 

but falfe and fantaſtic ; their Cares ſecret and conceal- 
© el; but reaf and ſolid. Riebes, by making Pleaſures 


I OE er cee for them, but give 
a keener Edge to every Pain, which they muſt feel 


; in well as other Men: they dull their Enjoyments, but 
point and quicken the Senſe of Anguiſh and Aﬀonts, | 


"To proceed to other Inſtances, where. Happineſs i is 


5 not fo unequally diſpenſed as we may. be inclined. 0 
3 . 


1 ee _ 2. 7 
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ſeres, 'i in his name r 


Far be finds within himſelf that geaving Fegling of 
Worth; that delightful 


of - Wirtue, 
which whoever ſincerely feels, can never be at the low- 


eſt Ebb of Fortune, n-the moſt complicated Diſtreſs, 
entirely miſerable. He can relifh his very Being; he 
finds all right at Home in his own Breaſt; —his Self, 
his Nature, is agreeable ; and God, the Author of Na- 


ture, is his Friend. But the proſperous Villain, when. 
ever be has any Intervals, (as he muſt have Intervals,) 


for ſerious Refleftion, muſt meet a diſtempered and 
wounded Spirit within him; be muſſ feel a Self. abhor- 
rence, a Self. loathing, a total Diſreliſh of himſelf; per- 
| haps a greater, but certainly a more laſting ; Torment 
chan any he can inflict. He that, out of à Principle 


of malicious Wickedneſa, does ill, muſt be conſcious 


Strangers 10; the common People lp a 


n CXCILL, © 5 


be deſerves ill: and he that is conſcious he deſerves ill 
muſt expebt to meet with his Deſerts from that Bein, 
u e e eee eee 5 
But further, — I Men of a fine Imagination think 
—— this hot lively Senſe and Abilities 

kt them imo ſeveral Pleaſures, that the Vulgar are 


* 1 am == | 


4 _—_— 1 PODS 
THO Expt v e e e e ee 
fine 10 fe Men of rolker Apps dS 
too numberleſs tender Solicitudes and ſoft Diſtreſſes 
of which they have tile or no Notion: ſo that the Ac- 


count is exatly balanced; a quicker Scnſibility of 


Pain and Grief bearing a juſt Proportion, in Men of 
| finer Spirits, to that of Joy and Happineſs. FT 
If the Learned value chemſelves upon their Supe- 
were of Knowledge, the Unlearncd are as content, 


and ſometimes more ſecure in that Ignorance, which | 


as much contributes 0 the Repole of the _ as 
| in the Slain High-road of « common Senſe; whereas 
ſpeculative Adventurers, by ſtriking out into new and 
unbeaten e —— hc Wake” Tor 


"We may at e wich the glaring Out: 


4 84e of things; yet, fingle out whom you pleaſe, and 
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tons with, all Circumſtances conſidered, in every Sane: 
ticular. Such an One you take to be, in general, very 
happy: but, if you deſcend to Particulars, and take in- 
© the Account, it may be, his Age, or his Health, or 
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re not only almoſt, but altogether fuch, as ſome of diſtin- 

en guiſhed Virtueate : but, generally ſpeaking, whatever 

5 feeming Inequalities there may be, yet they are adjuſt. 

f ed either by the real Satisfaction, which Virtue gives, 

of or by the falſe Pleaſures which Coriceitednefs and Va. EL 

7 nity afford its Votaries. — Indecdl. 

2 II is impoſlible, whatever we may fancy, we out 

. wiſh ourſelves to be any other Perſon than What we | | 
h really are. For it is 100 plain 10 admit of a Diſpute, | — 
2s that a Man, in the Exchange, propoſes ſome Advan- 5 8 
ge to himſelf; but what Part of a Man's Self could 6 

0 be better, if his whole Self was changed? — But, 1 
4 "Secondly, The Cauſe why Men generally repine 4 1 8 
S Werden is the very Reaſon why they ought i De” > 


ul. For the Cauſe why we are ſo much diſcon. 8 
cemod, js the Uncommonneſs of our Misfortunes. If 5 
ve were inured to Grievances, i we were acquaint-, | 
A with Grief, like Veterans, that have already recei- fy 
ved many Scars,” we ſhould bear up, with undaumed = TT 
Courage, againft any new Afaults : but being unac- 5 
auſtomed to Herdſfiip, nor trained up in the School 
&f Diſcipline and Severity, the leaſt Diſaſter unhinges | Y 
* Rütten cee of tha. | 
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their Greatneſs may be 


dee, Lune ſomerting foreign and extrinſic to thew , 0 


W777 =_ — 


e e vids eber 
much Delicly and Tendemeſa. A thouſand Blef. 
ſings, which we have enjoyed, paſs unregarded, mere- 

y becauſe they are become familiar & common to us. 


One Affliction, merely becauſe it is uncommon, leaves 


deep Traces behind it. Whereas the chief Senlibili, 


. ty or Sentiment , | that it ought 10 raiſc in us, is that 


of Gratitude to God, for ſending thoſe Chaſtiſements 
ſo rarely. Thus, what is the Cauſe of our Murmur- 
ing is, in Reality, a juſt Ground of Thankſgiving... 

It may be further obſerved, that we lie under a Miſ- 
take, if we imagine, hey are the great, weighty, and 

extraordinary Misfortunes , that ſour our Temper ; 
For cheſe 100 rarely befall the Generality of Mankind 


is beget in them an Habit of Fretfulneſs. They are 


the little croſs Incidents of Life, ſome trivial Neglect, 
© that is ſhewn to us, or Expreſſion, dropped in Con- 
verſation, that ſeems 10 reflect upon us; in ſhart, any 
© yntowardly Affair, that in the lcalt croſſes our Incli- 
nations , and does not exatlly tally with our De- 


bre (*) which by Degrees exxircly imbiuer the Mind, 


£9) . of the Evits which ee s ed ws; ace Tikes e 
Anis which are diſcerned by the Help of Glaſſes: little and deipĩ - 
cable in! themſelves, they muſt be magnified to appear conſiderable 8 
faid to he extrinſic ; for, they w 
eſcine tlie Eve of the World, and dwindle into nothing , thro' a natu- 
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and produce an Eb! Feeviſnne and Acrimony of 
Spirit. Andd for he Truth of this Reflection we ap- 
peal to the Breaſtꝭ of Woſe who have the Unhappißefs 
to labour under this Diffemper, For thele are things 
Which do, or may befatf us every Day; and therefore 
ws muſt every Day band ga an i Ce beds 
they may have upon our W arcs i've would preſebve 
n e Harmony within. | 

"Another Motive for S that the Time = 
is coming, and muſt. ſhortly be, when, if we have re re. | 
fained our Virtue and Integrity, it will Gignify 1 little or 
hothing, what elſe we have loſt; but, if we have loft. 


That, it will ſignify litile or nothing, what elſe we have. 


acquired, or retained. | However rugged and uneve 
the Ways may be, yet it is ſome Comfort, that, they 


lead io our Father's Houſe , where ve ſhall want no. 


EE 


fe thro' the whole Contexture of things, we ſhould * | 
ind, we have as much Reaſon ro thank God, for what 


e den from us, as for whathe hath grant- 
ed to us, We ſhould leave i it to him alone to dif. 55 
penſe his Bleſſings , , as he pleaſes ; who alone knows 


— 45 will prove a. Bleſſing to us, in the final Iſſue of 
chings. The Deity may admirjſter not what is pala 


5% what- ee 1 who habe 80 Healds 
Sem. CXCIL, © I: 


Soul e ee than the Longings 
of a fick. teveriſh Body, without. Increaſing our Dif. 


which might, have been cured , a & Sickneſs unto 
Death. Gods Will de done — Reſerve, ſor 
if ours were done without Reſerve, and each exorbi - 
tant Wiſh gratified, there would need nothing elle to 
make us completely miſerable. We often owe our 
Happineſs to this, that it is not in our Powerto make 
ourſelves unhappy, which we ſeldom fail of doing, 
when it is. The ſevereſt Curſe that God infliged 
upon the Iſraclites was not- When he curbed and laid 

a Reſtraint upon their Inclinations ; No: - but when 
be gave them up unto © their Heart's Deſire,” and let 
_ them follow their * own Imaginations.” We pray 
for Honours: but God may with-hold us from Ho- 
nours, becauſe he would not expoſe us to Infamy ; 
- becauſe he knows whether thoſe Virtues, which flou- 
 riſhed in the Shade, mightnot wither away in the Sun- 
mine. This God alone knows: what falls within the 
Compaſs of our Knovledge to abate our Fondneſs for 
_ Honour, i is, that unleſs a Man is born to Greatneſs, 


7. ſeldom can become great, without being little firſt : 


| (<) be muſt ſtoop to a thouſand Littlenefſes and Baſe · 
veſſes, eee Nature diſdains, To pur. 
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cheſe Hons A 
| Virtue and In 
the World, the World fre, end {ive him in E- 
quivalent- Honour and Advancement here; afe 

| bike Dean, de, Wagewof Sin; in the fiext 25 
den will be de Git of God, and thetefore the Re- 
_ ward of Virtue. Whatever Greattiefs is founded up- 
on any other Baſts, is not the Greaitiefs of # regulat 


, for Which al the erde in 


wall-proportioned Man; it is the Greatneſs of a Mon- 
ſter, where there is no Grace, no Coir neſs, that we 


© ſhould Zen e u Werde 
wp Riches, But God he Vows, whe! | 
Ay Riches would not beget in us an undue Opinion 
ef ourſelves,” and lay us open to the Impreſſions of 
Flattery from ſervile Dependents , that would prafliſe 
upon our Weakneſs; — whether a continued Succeſ- | 
ton of Caiety, Pomp, and Pleaſure, might not dazzle 
' the Mind, and divert it from attending to «the one 


thing needfut,” the Purſuit of eternal Happineſs by 


 Weakh, which ſits eaſy upon Perfons bred-up in high 
Life, would be am awkward Incumbrance to Men ex- 


| altedon a ſudden from a low Kn So much : 
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ae Fe of Fiery and Virtue; G we became; ths! - 
tte Soil, from whence our Riches were firſt dug out, | 
_anfrunfut and barten. Add to this, that the ſame 
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1 e of: the Philoſopher: 

O God, avert from us whatever, is Evil, though. we 

« do pray for it ; and grant us whatever is God,” d 
« e. do not pray. for it. Or in the comprehenſy 

| Words of our bleſſed Saviour, Deliver 18 n 

Filz, 55 from Evil in general, without ſpecifying or par · 


dcularizing what i is ſo; but leaving it to him, whoſe 


| Wiſdom .can only determine in moſt Caſes, 


what is Evil ſor us; and whoſe unbounded Goodneſs | 


will grant whatever, is good to us, upon our ſerious, 


| conſtant, and affectionate Prayers to him; ſubmitting = 
- ourſelves wholly to his holy Will and Pleaſure; who 


loveth us as'a Father doth his own Children, and'can 


provide for us inſinitely better; whoſe Goodneſs is as 
J)))n/%%FCͥͥͥ ˙ wu „„ 
Here our Miſtake lies. We ſuppoſe that Happi- 
neſs conſiſts in indulging each gay and florid Fancy, | 
each fond and effeminate Deſire , each dear Conceity 
Minds, when our Spirits. 
run high; and, if this be true, it undoubtedly follows, 
that an Afﬀyence was neceſſary to Happineſs, But 
1s God, who ſees not as we ſee, knows that Happineſs ĩs 
| produced by correQing our vain Imaginations, by ſub... 
dying our Paſſions, and by bringing us to a juſt. er 


chat riſes uppermoſt in our M 
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278 On Comtentment, 
of this SabjeQ, vit ocher things, 111 


ſhew, (as we r em,) that if this he true, it un- 
doubtedly follows, | that an Affluence as neceſſary 


vain Imaginations, by ſuhduing gur Paſſions, ant by 


| Beings: He is nat an UAGGAc 0 
and Effetts; Ee is 258 Weben of oer Coadaion z/ 


bringing us to a juſt Senſe of ourſelves, and of every 


thing that concerns us. | "We muſt 


_ ings into the good Providence of God, the chief 
Motte 


2 an Contentment. 
© God in our common Fakes, the dſt and gremeſt of 


Heis not enviaus and cruel; He takes ng Pleaſurg 


in our Diſappointments and Sorroys; He places us 


in a State which he knows to be convenient for us, 
tho' we perhaps cannot at preſent diſcera it to be ſo; 
Let us therefore bimbly, and, if we can, checrfully 


Eominit ouifelves to his Care, and be contented to aft 
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che Part allotted to us. Te will what God wills, to 
| "like what he orders, is a Duty which was diſcerned by 
| a- 0 ee eee 
mended by ſome of them in an excellent Manner. | 
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Perſon firmly believed a future State of Happine fi > 
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Motines ue it. „„ 
e nd the Got of eff: e e e ee 
taught that he loved us before we loved him, and ſo 
loved the Wotid dat he gave his only Son to Man- 
f kind, and with him and by him Remiſſion of Sins and 
Aſſurance of Happineſs; chat he who conferred upon 


us ſo incſtimable a Benefit, will certainly refuſe us no- 


thing expedient for us; that he who gave us his Son, 


will freely give us all things; that we may caſt our 
Cares upon him, becauſe he careth for us, and wilt 


never forſake thoſe who ſerve him; that where Evil or 
any Kind befalls us, God perinits and deſigns it ſor 


our Profit, either to wean us from this World, or to 
try our Love to him, and to exerciſe our Virtue, or 


to correct us for ſame Failings, or becauſe too much 


Proſperity might be dangerous and fatal to us ; that all 
things ſhall work together for our Good, if we love 
God; and that we ſha! receive from him an hundred | 


fold now, in this preſent Time; : and in the was 
come everlaſting Life. 


This is a further Motive to Conan [viz] * 


Confidraicn of the Reward which is ſet before us. 


* It isa moſt certain and evident Trath, that if nz 


and could entertain an an bumble and modeſt Hope: thas. 
he ſhould have ſome Share in it, he would more Cap 
Wy 2 ſatisfied with his Condition for the few 2 
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turbed Peace and Reſt from all Trouble, the Hope of 
living for ever with God and with good Beings, and of 
making a continual Progreſs in Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge, in Virtue, and in every amiable. Diſpoſition, 
would compoſe the Mind, and raiſe it above Care and 
Diſquiet. Temporal Inconveniencies would then 
: ſeem little and inconſiderable, and the common Ob- 


zetts of Men's Hopes and Fears, of their Deſires and 


Vneaſineſs, would appear as a Shadow which in a 
Moment is and is not. Whilſt the Inhabitants of this 
World are buſied in various Employments with eager 
Diligence and Affiduity , as if they had no Views 

reaching beyond this Life, or as if they were to dwell 
here for ever; the ſwift and ſilent Flight of Days Car- 
nes them all to the Hour when theſe things ceaſe, or 
when they have no further Uſe. The Children of 
| God, Uke the Children of this World, have their ap- 


- _ pointed Time to employ ; like them they paſs their 


7 Days in a Place where there is no ſettled Habitation, 


"5M no certain Poſſeſſion; like them they meet with Vicif. 


"Grades of Eaſe and Pain, of Proſperity and Adverſity; 
like them they are carried away by the Revolutions of 
| Days and Years to their laſt End: but to Chriſtians 
| tis laſt End is the dawning to an everlaſting Day, the 
e ito Pie ld HappineS and the Begin 
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ch +, Phat have the generous Skill to bear 5 
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wing of a Lie, which lane defervesthe Name of Liſe | 
Add to the feregoing, the Advantages of Coment- 


ment, Happinebs lies not in the Things themſelves (), 


Hut in the due Uſe and Improvement of chem (). 
No Condition of Life, therefore, can make us happy 


unleſs the Foundation of it be laid i in the due R-egula- 


tion of our own Tempers; and with This, we ſhall be | 
happy and pleaſed in, and with every thing, (+) 
e a. 9-83. Lale an. 6. en 
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(8 Where's thy true Treafure ? Gold lays, Nor in me. 5 

| And, Not in me, the Diamond. — Gold is poor ;z 5 55 
| India's inſolvent : — Seek it in thyſelf, - 
i. Seek it in thy naked Self, and find it there. L 
: Non poſſidentem malta wocaveris | 
: Rec beatum ; refius occupat 
27 5-245 A gas Dioraes | | 
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Believe cet thoſe, that Lands posen... 

And ſhining Heaps of uſeleſs Ore, | 
But rather thoſe that know, i Geng 
bf vor what kind Fates beſtow, „„ 
5 That have the Art to uſe the Store: 


5555 : Phe hated Weight of Poverty, . 


e ) Omnis Ariftippum decuit Color, es Statu dt a al 


0 i 1 no Condition that does. not ſet well upon a wiſe Mang 


ir this Realon, we Gould never quarrel with a Philoſopher for living 
Ef Palace ; but, at the ſame Time , mall not excuſe him , if he can - 


NED. * eee, 8 


ul che Day they return to the Mother of all things. 


bim in the Apparel of Kings, provided he has not their Ambition, 


rr e 1 


Content will give a Reliſh to all our Pleaſures, and 


make us epicurize upon our little Fortunes, and enjoy 
10 the full Height all we have; - Whilſt Covetouſ- 


neſs would let us ſtarve in the midſt of Plenty, and. 


ee TE e in Gold. 


| There is no State of Life, then, (even the moſt de- 
1 wich many peculiar Diſadvan- 
tages of its own. Great Travel is created for every 
Man, and an heavy Yoke is upon the Sons of Adam, 
from the Day they go out of their Mother's Womb, 


Their 


F - 


A Aas may be happy in any Ground, provided he has the Wit 


to chuſe his own Fortune. Now, If his Manaers be good, his For. 
tune can never be had z for Happineſs lies in all the n of 


Reaſon, in warrantable Deſires, and regular Practices. 
| | Si reid ſrueris, non of ut Copia major 
Ab eve donari polit tibi ; tolle Querelas + 
8 Pauper enim a off, cui Rerum ſuppetit Uſus. 
_ He that looks for Content, mult look for Innocence; for thoſs 


_ - who fly from the One, will never obtain the Other. © Godlineſs, with 


Content, is great Gain. A contented Mind is /a continual Feaſty 
and, with a good Conſcience, will make us happy in all Conditions, 
He that is moderate in his Wiſhes from Reaſon and Choice z and not 
reſigned from Sournefs , Diftafte , and Diſappointment , doubles the 


- Biealures of Life 1 Whereas, the Man who is not Smented with what 


ian itſelf ſufficient for bis Condition, neither is rich, nor ever will bo 


103 becauſe there can be no other real Limits to his Deſires, but ng 
| 5 Ate am ee 
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oy Death. trouble their Thoughts, and cauſe Fear of „„ 
uf- Heart; from him that fineth-on a Throne of Glory, 
nd WW unto him that is humbled in Earth and Aſhes - Wrath 


aun Enyy, Trouble and Unquietneſs, Fear of Death, 
5 and Anger, and Strife = ſuch things happen unto all. F 

Theſe we ſhould conſider , and not lock at their 
Comfort and Conveniencies only, but at "the Balanc 8 
. alſothatis laid agzjaſt them ; neither at thoſe Fe only 
that are azovE us, but at the innumerable Multitude” 

alſo who are NAT us in Life, and are preſſed wich 
ts Ec. Ty A dans = much x 


Ks 


: 3 Evils. Say Shak _ 3 
22 State; and inſtead of tepin 
that be | feels ſo much, rejoices that he does not Pa more.” 


2. Balance, that we "iuffer only the Lor of as Nature; and as 3 we . 
are happy ar miſerable, compared with others ; ſo other People ars | 
milerabie or happy, compared with us: By which Juſtice of Provi- 
ence, we are. convinced of the Sin and Miſtake of our Ingratitude, 
ſts Evils of any Sort are then moſt irkſome to us hen they come unex- | 
þeQea, and lurprife us unprepared. to bear them. We then think dur ; 


et "particularly hard , and ourſelves fingled out, at ĩt ers,” 
* Providence to fuer more than others; and we perſuade outlelves that 


hat my One could be as finealy as we ate. But Obſetvstious upon the 

n be | Gourle of things will teach us to arm ourſelves againit Diſappointe 

tha ments, and not expect a ſettled Proſperity 3 they will inform us of 
. . Akten, than In! ras 6 t "we hats kloks, and of max 


4 


4242 On Contentment, 
Content will give a Reliſh to all our Pleaſures, and 


4 

make us epicurize u pon our little Fortunes, and enjoy 4 

to the full Height all we have; ' Whilſt Covetouſ- i _. 
Ae mags ee eee Pliny, wil 1 
NN EL eee in Gold. 2 

© There is no State of Life, chen, {even the maſt de- of 

| 1 but is attended with many peculiar Diſadvan- 2 
ages of its om. Great Travel is created for every 5 
Man, and an heavy Yoke is upon the Sons of Adam, 25 
from the Day they go out of their Mother's Womb, 1 

Þ hk nota onde 5 . 


[4 . 


*. i the 4 4 eee eee 
Ix A Man may be happy in any Ground, provided he has the Wie 
to chuſe his own Fortune. — Now, If his Manners be good, his For. 
tune can never be bad; for Happineſs lies in all the Fans of 
— in warrantable Deſires, and regular Practices. 
| Si reh ſrurris, as of ut Copia major . 
Ab vue donari poſit tibi ; tolle Ruerelas x 
5  Pauper enim ox off, cui Rerum ſuppetit Uſus. 

: He that looks for Content, mult look for Innocence; for thoſs 
bo fiy from the Ove, will never obtain the Other. © Godlineſs, with 
Content, is great Gain.“ A contented Mind is a continual Feaſtg 

and, with a good Conſcience, will make us happy in all Conditions, 
He that is moderate in his Wiſhes from Reaſon and Choice and not 
reſigned from Sourneſs , Diftafte, and Diſappointment , doubles the 
; Neatutes of Life : Whereas, the Man who is not dbntented with what, 
366 itſelf 1officient for his Condition, neither is rich, nor ever will be 
"i; becauſe there can be no other real Limits to his Defires , but dl 
ys e 
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Denth trouble their Thoughts, and cauſe Fear f 
Heart; from him that fiatoch vn a Throne of Glory, 
unte him that is humbled in Earth and 'Afſhes — Wrath 


ei Fear of Death, 


Theſe-we thoul ati; and not look at — 
eee Conyeniencies aj; her at the Balance 
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11 may ſeem a Kind of malicious SatisfaQion, that one "Man to. 
fives from the Misfortunes of another. But the Philoſophy of this 
Reflection ſtands upon another Ground; for our Comfort does not 


ariſe from other People's being miſerable, but trom this Inference = > 


the Balance, that we iuffer only the Lot of human Nature; and as we 
are happy ar miſerable, compared with others; ſo other People are 


milerable or happy, compared with us: By which Juſtice of Frovi- ö 


nce, we are convinced of the Sin and Miſtake of our Tngratitade, _ 


Evils of any Sort are then moſt irkſome to us when they come unen- | 
þe8ed, and ſurpriſe us unprepared to bear them. We then think \ our : 


Condition" particularly hard , and ourſelves ſingled out, ab it were, 


Providence to fuffer more than others; and we perſuade ourſelves that 2 


my One would be as Enenſy as we are. But Obſetvations upon the 


Gourſe of things will teach us to arm ourſelves againſt Diſappoints 


ments, and not expe a ſettled Proſperity 3 they will inform us of. 
— than in f obabili weave 1 and of ma · 
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as on Contentmen,, 
wore we have, lun vg ray want 5 and how much. 


© urns wits bation e ew; Lied. 


LESS thus 2 


2 e eee and have 


made them light by bearing them decently.” 
5 Such Reflections ſurely may be made without any ESE » or 
ariſing directly from the Misfortunes or Miſeries of others, 
"When we read or hear of great and good Perſons, adorned with uſeful 
and amiable Accompliſhments, over-Jooked or neglected by theWorld, 
expoſedto Poverty, Loſſes, Slight s, Cenſures, or other Inconvenien- 


. cies x proceeding with patient Sere nity and wild Compoſure, neither 
_ eavying the Fortuuate, nor fawaing upon the Worthleſs, nor beinoan- 


ing themſelves, nor repining , nor complaining ; in contemplating 


8 theſe CharaRters, we. fiud Inſtruction and Relief ; and Plealure too; a 


| Pleaſure accompanied with ns Malevolence ; + but with the fiacereſ 
| Eftcem- for ſueh Perſons. | _ 
| There is, indeed, (uch Gretech and Dignity in ſuffering Virtue, 
that it can hardly excite our Pity, which ſeems to give-place to Admi- 
ration and Applauſe. Our Saviour, ſpeaking of good Men tried with 
| Adverkity, and maintaining their Patience and Integrity , repreſents 
em rather as Objects of Reverence than of Compaſſion, annexes 


„ e and pronounces them bappy upon 


© There are ſome.common Misfortunes, which have 2 Relation to 


| all Men but every Man has his peculiar Sentiments of them, and 
o endures, in that Senſe, the whole Weight of his Affliction fingly, 
Pin is ur privats e that which affeQs us molt, is , to ſee no 


bear a Reſemblance to us. We cannot with Patience behold 


ourſelves deitined to ſuffer an Unhappineſs alone, which all the World 


he affedted with as well as we 1 and nothing ſo much augments 


£ the Sharpneſs of our AMiions , as the Fiercenels and Pride of thols. 


who leem to out · braye and deſpiſe tbem. | 
From the Manner in which: tome Men bear their 


. 1 the proſperous, and envy the miſerable, 


OB Y Pin me / wa eo. 
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Moves 8 nn 
, 4 e e . 1 
On the contrary, foolith Men ate more apt to con- „„ 
fider what they have loſt ; chan what they poſſeſs; and M 
| co fik theit Eyet upon thoſe who are richer than them- ; 

ſelves, rather tian on thoſe who are urider greater Dif- ET Tg 

fieutties: () All the real Pleafires and Gonveriendes ' 7 
of Life lie in à narrow Compaſs ; but it is the Humour 5 
of Mankind to be always looking forward, and ſtrain- 
ing after him who has got the Start 6f them in Wealth 
and Honour. For this Reaſon, as there are none tan 
be properly called rich, who have not more than they: 
want ; there are few rich Men in any of the politer 
Nations but among the middle Sort of People, who! 
keep their Wiſhes always wrrnin their Fortunes, and 
have more Wealth than they know how to enjoys 
Perſons of # higher Rank live at beſt in a Kind of 
ſplendid Poverty, & are perpetually wanting, becauſe, 
inſtead of acquieſſing in the ſolid Pleaſures of Life, 
they endeavour to outvie one another in Shadows and 
Appearances, Men of Senſe have at all Times beheld, © | 
Ys ine Game this ne, 

(*) Enery Aide Perſon is ungrateful, What the has ahe; 10 

ſorld I dell, and balls to Mind too often; ;z and of what he has, he 
tents Seit ts b be quite ignorhnt. Several Bleſſings which deſerve daily Reo : 
hols tir of Tllaagiv ing are loft upon bim ; Bleiings *bich relate to big | 


4 Mindy or ' Body, or Pofleſſions,: or res Jock) | 5 
une e ern, 2 8 55 e PREP RS FA So 28 9 — 5 
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their Deſires, enjoy all that ſecret Satisfaction which 
ethers are always in Quelt of. (*) The Truth is, this 


_ - ridiculous Chace after imaginary Pleaſures cannot be 
_ ſufficiently expoſed, as it is the great Source of thoſe 


Eyils which generally undo a Nation. Let a Man's 


Eſtate be what it will, he is a poor Man if he does not 


live within it, and naturally ſets himſelf to Sale to any 
One that can give him his Price. — Again, 
Every One ought to conſider how much more un- 


| + he might be than he really is. The former 


' Conſideration took-in all thoſe who are ſufficiently 
provided with the Means to make themſelves eaſy; 
This regards F Preſſure 


e e = OA *, 
es Zine Ene grow Alleviaion from ua. 


thim a good Eftate , was offered a great Sum of Money by the King of 


| Lydia, he thanked him for hi | Kiadaeſs, and told him he had already 


more than be knew what to ith. In ſhort, Content is equal ro 
Wealth, and Luxury to Poverty t, (to give the Thought a more a- 


-  greeable Turn, ) · Content is Natural Wealth , as Luxury is artificial 


5 — 
2 We would , cherafoce, - 8 to the Confideration of thoſs 


are always aimiag after Superfluities and i imginary Enjoyments, & 
ill got be at the Frouble of contracting their Defires , an excellent 


; 12 of Bion, the Philoſopber » [viz] that «© No Man has much. 


CEE Ee 


* 


8 Compariſon as the unhappy. Perſon may make between- 
h ; the Misfortunes whichihe ſuffers, and greater Misfor-. 
= canes which mighr-Have: befaller him: (f).. Indeed, | 
Je . 


From the very Nature of human Affairs, and Man' 


ot « * New Heaven, and New Earth ſhall- appear, 'whe- 


ann, ſhall forever d well. In Proof hereof; - 


m- | 

er | gone before us in the Road of Life, as welbasto Pp 
tl vho are our Fellow-travellers in the Wap. 
Y 3 

Ire 


* We may reſt ſatished; that, if any — from 


= Evil was granted to any, Men, or was profitable i in it- 
, it would never have been denied to thoſe who were 


adde choſen Servants and peculiar. Favourites of Hea- 


x of c end. 
Site tis Leg by Fal trom the Main-Matt, told the Staoders b, “ It was 
al ro a great Marcy vas en die Meck.” To which we add that of us 
re &- Philoſopher, wbo, upon 2 ſmall Accident befalling him, ſaid, 10 Every = 
ficial One hath eee N 
ee thanthis,” > „ AT 
hoſe We find an RESI che ance Purpoſe, i in the Life of Dr. Ham- 
s, & wo written by Bp. Fell. As this good Man was troubled with a 
lent Complication of Di , when he had the Gout upch him, he viel 
auch. || ro-cha0k God. that it ans not the e ee A 

18 . both of theſe Diſordecs ar an 
: #7 erm. 0181 v. RAND 


ſe I probationary-State,/ it is impoſſible, that we ſhould 
1s be free from Afflictions of one K ind or other, tillithat 


rein perfe& Righteouſneſs, and canſequently- perſdeꝶ 
Let us look w the Examples of thoſe; who have 


. ne e 


doo thc: ie Pe mnt 
— 


0 


5 and we ſhall find , (vine as with Content,) that, 
. from the Beginning of the World to the preſent Hour, 
fte beſt and holieſt Men have felt ſeverely the Burden 
vl Afflictions. The Example of our Bleſſed Saviour 
1 alone would be ſufficient to teach us Submiſſion under 
cerery Trial, who ſurpaſſed all. Men in Suffering, as . 
VE much as he excelled them in Dignity and. Virtue, be- | 
ö nung bimſelf made perfect thro it; to whom therefore 
3 looking, as to the greateſt of Examples, we may learn 
TCTiontentment in every State. Are we poor? ſo was 
Hs, to the laſt Extremity— Are ve lighted by the 
Word 7 ſo was Hz. - Are we diſappointed and croſſed 
nu our Deſigns 7? ſo was HE. Ate we deſerted or be- 
muued by Friends? ſo was H x, even by thoſe who were 
N maoſt oblidged to, and moſt familiar with, HI. Are 
wee feviled, ſlandered, and abuſed 7 ſo was Hz. beyond 
A4 Meaſure, In ſhort, under every Affliction or Ca- 
mmity, and in every State, we may learn Contentment 
ttftom his great Example, and ſo extraft Comfort from 
de bia en Diſtreſs, as oftemimesthe moſt efficacious 
„5 and healing Medicines are derived from 3 
55 bonous and deadly Plants, (*) — But further, _ 
e Not only from the foregoing Arguments may v we 9 


F227 | - Jan Coniemment, but alſo from the Nature ven 
| | „5 A equences of the R 5 
„ 96 Comfort of or ple sui - 
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do ride plars Geir Haphincds dil, By hot expecting 
more from, earthly Enjoyments at the beſt than they 
are able to yield, - by not depending on greater Stay, 
bility in them than they uſually teſtify, and by enſu- 
ring one full and unalterable Refuge againſt the worſk 
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other Joy A Tagen Mind; foimded on à 
religious Prineiple, Tupptics the Place of all Gutward 
Poſſeſſions, and by fuititig our Deſires to our Fortunez 
and confining 20TH to real Uſe, compleats the Notion 
of Felicity, as fat as it is traly to be Wund of males 


ee ee in this Life. — For, 


Moſt certainly. thoſe enjoy this World beſt ; who 


that can happen, a Man is prepared to go through the | 


Won if not with Delight, atjeatt with Compolure., 


Let us hear how triumphantiy St. Paul deſcribes 


the biegen Eg of this Temper inthewort'Shnathy, | 


on of outward: Circumſtances that can well be imagin- 1 
l. In all things, (ys he,) approving ourſelves 


the Miniſters of God , in much Patience, in Aflies 


ti6ns in Neceſſiies; in Diftreſſes.. = As Deceiversp 


and yet true; as unknown, and yet well known; as 


dying, and betiold: we live; as chaſtened , and not | 
killed; as forrowful; yet alway rejoicing ; as pon 


malige many Fichy as DE TT TED 


all 3 7 


7 
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As there is ſuch a Self-ſufficiency in religious PN 


|  tentment as can tum Want into Plenty, Afflictions into 
|  Blefſjags, and ſtand in the Stead of all worldly Conve- 
niences; ſo it hasat leaſt an equal Advantage in freeing 

us from thoſe Paſſions and Diſpoſitions, which are kw 

| oem Diſturbers of human Happineſs. 

It not only ſweetens the Misfortunes bs on us 1 8 

Providence, and takes off the Edge of the Injuries in- 


7 fitted on us by others, but delivers us likewiſe from 


* Ourſelves, from thoſe ill Affedions and Follies of our 


don, which prey moſt upon the Spirit and Comfort 


of Liſe. - It delivers from the Torment of Envy, the 
Pangs of Ambition, the Plague of Pride, and the cor- 


roding Cares of Covetouſaeſs. And! what the Ad- 


vantage of ſuch a Deliverance muſt be, the very Ex- 
RO ORIG thoſe Tow pany 
Rt NO e ee 

| eee les js Guns 
(Good, the utmoſt Felicity, Man is capable of in this 
World, and the maintaining ſuch an uninterrupted 
Tranquility of Spirit is the very Crown and Glory of 
Wiſdom. — But further, e 

It is one of the moſt material i eee 
per Diſcharge of the Duties of every Station. - A fret- 


' fal and | Son CIR e 


* 


n „„ 

bend bee be ene Dicks e 
wards Men provoking and unjuſt. - It preys upon 
the Vitals, and inſebis the whote Conftititich with Di: 
ſeaſe and PutrefaRion. Whereas, fubdus but Pride 
and Vanity, and we ſhall take the moſt effeQtual Me- 
thodof eradicating this Diforder, — We ſhall no longer 
behold che Objects around us with evil Eyes; but 
fhall take in good Part the Bleſſings which Providence 
is pleaſed to beſtow, and the Degree of Favour which Me” 
our Fellow-creatures are diſpoſed to grant us. = View. 
ing ourſelves with all our Imperſections and Failings,. 
majuſt Light, we ſhall rather be ſurprized at our en- 
joying ſo many good things, than diſcontented be- | 
K cauſe there are any which we want. — But further, 
4 -  Itis a ſovercign Remedy againſt all Poverty & Af. 
. flitions whatever, removing them, or at leaſt, allaying 


. 


RK 78 


Nan 


me all their attendant Evils; for Adverſiey can do us no 

tis Harm, but as it diſcompoles and dickurbs the Mind. 
os If therefore That is contented, ſatisfied, and ſettled us 
of IE ati e — tag 


ta vs wrt ad at wi -ife fo un 


ret eaſy tu ug; as we tind 1 It is not the Place, nor the Condition, but tho 
Min eos. that can make vs happy or wiſerable, — Coment along | 
of is tos Hasen.. e 
* "Fog 6 25 Happy 'the Man/, of Mortals fppi, ne, e 
Oo | Who quiet Mite from vain B : Tr 
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_ The Sinicfation FI fm rations 'Confidera- 
£2 tha antfh virtuous. Diſpoſition of the Heart, is far 
| more precious and noble, more ſolid and durable, than 
— what any Poſſeſſion or Fruition of worldly. Goods 
vhatever can afford. Nothing, therefore, would ſor- 
 tify us more. againſt any Manner of Accidents than 
' the poſſeſſing gur Souls with this Maxim, that «we 
can never be hurt but by Ourſelves.” If our Rea- 
| fon be what i ought, and our Agios according t0 it, 
ve are invulnerable. „ 

Thus, as Contentment, in its very Nature, afſuages 
the ſenſible Smart of Afllition , and leſſens its Vio- 
| lence by calm. Submiſſion , ſo it is alſo the moſt pro- 
babie and ready Mens of heading k and of remo- 
ving the Preſſures; under which we groan, not only in a 
natural Way; as diſpoſing us to embrace and employ 
eyery Juſt Advantage conduciye hereto ; but as 
curing us the Attention and Favour of God, whois 
| excr nigh1o thoſe who endure with Humility and Sub- 
 " miſſion; and as engaging the Regard and Affiſtanc. 

R 6 
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4catedand cheaxſul under-Galamities, and doing al we > 
can to remoye hem, vill kindly- lend their helping 
Hands, and rejoice to deliver us · from the Diſficulties 
ve endure; by which Means we may rationally ex. 
Laer eee eee riſe o 
more elevated State. VV 
Thus is ee IFY i every View of impor 
Benefit. 10 Man — But, vo S 


1 


| If we coulderin in Thas Light, in-whichit is moſt 
| proper and beneficial to us , as rationa 
v4 Beings, if we conſider its Influence on the Se of. 
& our fuure Hopes, it vil. ü ought leaſt 9 recom 
puend it more 10 our Obſeryance,.. WY a. 5 
A There ante bn Enemy to » religions Ter. . 
a7 per and Conduct, ihan a ſtrong \ttatc | 
World andits Intereſts, nor conſequenily a | 
fſtant to the Progreſs of it iban that of Compoledncly —@&& | 
2 eee eee which Godin: your „ 
ry Labour of Duty.is greatly forwarded, when vr bag el 
on- N 
ied 
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once brought ourſelves to look on the World with the _ 8 
Contempt it deserves, without Rapture) at. T 
Thought of in Enjoymens, and withous Deſpair as @— © {| 


= | a Remembrance of ns Mergen... ee 
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Advamage t Religion, and when the falſe Gloſſes of 
_ earthly Vanities are taken off, the true Importance of 

dence. - Souryeddaidre ns: Picry will thine init Full 

Force, and even the uſual Tempt to | 

will be greatly weakened; and in this Situation the 

Soul will make 2 happy Progreſs towards its Maker, 

SST will prepare by preſent Reſignation for future Bliſs, - 

N 5 aud vit even ſeam a live above the World whilft i 

BH querdou, and deed; becue we hve not he 
| | Whole of our Hearts Deſire, we aft moſt abſurdly, 

27 we d410 our Miſery; we aflid ourſelves to no Pur- 
poſe, we are our own Enemies. I all-Sin be Folly, 
i every bad ee eee n 

in a more eminent Manner. Þ 
Various other Arguments arid. Motives: lakhs. be 
offered to inſtruft and perſett us in the great Duty be- 

_ fore us; [viz] : an-unwearied Endeavour to live well, 

nr] to maintain a Conſtience void of Offence: a di- 

feral pang n of our Mints to an' honeſt Em. | ( 

85 Poyment; theſe e e eee us in e 

SO» Bis holy Diſpoſition, For, = el, 
lchdeneſs f as it neceſſarily produces Want; fo it na⸗ 
e de Root of all Evil, 
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ines; on — Mold 5 nene 
1 innocent, is pleaſing, and profitable. — Again, e 
Toe Isduſtey mould alſo be joined # ſober und u- „ 
9 Uſe of thoſe things which are not abſolutely re- L 
quiſite to our Being, or to Well-being ; a decent Mo.. 
deration in Food, in Raiment, in Furniture, in Equi- 6 
page, i in Diverſions and Amuſements. For here again; . 
il we conſider the diſcontented Tribe, we ſhall find that 
One great Cauſe of their Uneaſineſs ariſes from their 
| eoveting, not the Neceſſaries, nd, nor yet the Conve- 
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155 niencies, but the Superfluities « of Life; it ariſes from 
bw | - thoſe artificial arid imaginary Wants, which are not of 


Ys od., producing, but which che World, the Fleſh; na 
the Devil have created; which human Nature knows 
4 not, and which Reaſon and Scripture allow not. Al 
Mich extravagant Cravings bring forth as many moral _ 
Evils and raicious Effects. Of this wicked and 
 wide-fpread Diſtaſe the Remedy is _— at Hand 
and that Remedy is Temperance. — Again, + | 
A right Eſtimate; and real value of all things below, 
0 ad ee en, 21 an een 
Eqs o 10 
65 Examine, as SA «you vizaly phe Gta «tht Wong, 
20d you. will always find them much more deſirable than they really 
de til vou have enjoyed them. Examine likewiſe all the Kvils, and _ 
you ill fil fiod them ta he feared beyond what they ought to be, til 85 
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to the Welfare; and the many Wants and Neceſſities 


ol our Fellow creatures, will alſo powerfully conduce 


hereto ; man 2 * 
5 A 20-he dai; we might vr 
pet᷑t it moſt generally among the Rich and Noble, 


and Great of this World, who ſo abound in the good 


things of this Life; but notwithſtanding the Proſpect 
is ſo favourable and promiſing, yet common FaRt and 

Experience will, 8e e N the Con- 
trary.— For, 


The happieſt of Mankind ee 8d 65 0 this 


great [nfirmity, [viz] that, overlooking the ſolid Bleſ- 


| Gngs which they already have, they ſet their Hearts 
upon ſome untried Pleaſure or Advantage, which, if 


they could but obtain, they ſhould Trex be certainly; 


and completely bleſſed , contemed , and happy; they 5 


would rug] reſign all Complaint, believe without 
Keluftance, and obey without Murmur: and yet, no. 


ſooner are they arrived to the Summit of their Hopes, 


but 4 diſtant Views ariſe,” and they find themſelves as 


far removed NY EG TONY” Point of Happineſs) 
us ever. () x The 


Ws Hl ſapt qui min trfator Sropter ebſentia, ſed gaudet proſentibus. | 

Certum Voto pete- Finem Eflo modicus Voti, et paucis contentus, Felix oN; 
— It is not Abuadance that maketh rich, 
+ bee No, 574. ot the SpeRator, which is full to this 
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wn to the Number of tate Riches: is boundlch 
and generally increaſeth with the Increaſe thereof. 

Every Enjoyment palls and deadens quickly: every 
Ccavifcion- hath dim undes -Inconveniences and Suffe- 
rings, as well as its viſible Advantages, (*) and Hap- 
pineſs depends Tarce at all on the Pre-eminence com- 
monly admired. For, the Noble, = the Powerful, = the 
Rich- the Learned, the Ingenious,—the Beautiful, 
= the Gay , + the Valuptuous, are uſually to the full! | 

AP ONE ORE IN 1 
Not that Riches Scone Fe of Evil, 955 

1 19 85 ee e 2 when properly 
1 A . Ta managed. 


wad: —— Thoſs that ir not , forfeit the En- 
joyment of what they have. Happineis conſiſts in the Moderation of 
our Defires. Exceſſive Defices hindert the Ambitious, the Volu ptious, 


and the Coretous from being ever ſatisfied, becauſe they breed in tha 


Heart an Infatiablerieſs, which ternpts them {ili to ſeek after whatthey 


do not poſſeſs , and to reſt never content with what they have. W 


ſhould, therefore, ſet a juſt Term to our "Wiſhes , and when we have 


touched ic, make u Stand. Happineſs only ren n 4 


aun de that withcs for more, enjoys nothing. S 3a 754 
„ Modus is Rebes, ſunt certi deniqut Fines, 7 TY 44 
WD ns aura, citragut nequit confiftere relum. | 
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ſocial Virtue. - They may be employed in the Diffu- F 
ion of Knowledge, or in the Reliefof Indigence; and : 

| when converted to theſe Purpoſes, they are a real Bleſ- 2 
ſing: they increaſe the Happineſs of a benevolent Tem- 1 
per, and give Te or Doalins, CY 

; But it is Hen d they are employed to thels 4 

| happy and beneficent Ends. The right Uſe of ther 4 

SS neee Curſe, by the Abuſe of it. 1 
MWben Riches are hade ſubſervient only to Pride; J 
_ they ate employed. in looliſh and empty Vanity, 1 

| what do they produce, but Trouble and Vexation A 

of Spirit? Thoſe who place their Happineſs in being 7 
admired for Splendour, will be frequently mortified by 0 
Negligence, or traduced by Envy. ; la pow; m un- E 

| willing co pay that Deſerence which is expected from C 

us only on the Account of Magnificence, ba; what- Fr 
may be the Cauſe of that Uuwillingneſs, it is cer- | 

V Mey reaſonable; for he who hopes to be admired || m 
| ſior That which gives him no Merit, offers an Inſult to af 
he Underſtanding of him from whom he looks for Ad. pi 
miration; but hen that Admiration is vith-held, 11 
. eee = 
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oft AD OO ein Riches, W ber 
are employed in the Gratiſination of. Luxury; and, of 


deere ches uſe, ue l noting but 


Vexatjon. | 
+. Thoſe, uho/like the Prodigd dds Goſpel, ſpent 
their Subſtance in rifotous Living, lay up for them 


Alves almoſt All the Miſeries tat are incident to hu- <7 


man Nature; for'whatcan: be more wretched than te 
Condition of him who is equally deſtitute both of 
Health and Peace? Whoſe Body is tormented with | 
Pain and Difeaſe, While his Mind is racked with ws 
Reflection of Guilt and Folly? be ng eee 
ate the Fruits of Intemperance. 


elta, r 
of Fortune be-abuſetl.; and hence that fore Evil unden 
— Cy ens; We ares How of the. 


eee vith che wi Pancho; 
%alitle, with'Content and Quietneſs, is preferablea, 
much Treaſure, and Trouble therewith.” Let us be 
aſſured that Peace of Mind, as there can be no 'Hap- 
pineſs without it, is the firſt thing worth our ſeekings 
If this Quietnels'ls to be met-with more frequj in 


| ag humble than. in » high Man us not be dar» 
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| humble 8 18 the better. b . . we 2 


- © Riches, we ſetꝭ arefrequently a Mifartane'to thoſe 
N lo poſſeſs den, either in the Miſeries of Avarice 
in the Dilcontent af Vanity or Pains of Intempe- 
rance: ſhould we not, then, rather avoid, than ſigh for 
Gra Mikes 10 Dit 
nd Pain : V+ 2 ny 

Let us not eee 
wiſely than others in Situations which we have con- 
. templated, but never tried; for no. Man knows what 
Influence a Change of Circumſtances will have upon 


him, before that Change comes to paſs. = New Acceſ- 


fen ef Fortune bring with them new Wants, new 
| Sentiments, and new Deſizes (*) and that Man acts 
with alaudible Firmneſs, who, when he none 


| thier, does not become worſe, — In a Word, 
- Let us remember chat it is both our Duty 3 


Happineſs to be contented with the Station which Pro- 


_ - vidence hath aſſigned us ; and tho! we have but litile, 

| rec poſſeſs it in Quiemeh, i js better than an Abun- 
_ dance with Travil and Vexation therewith. 1 
_ +7 When every thing is tried round, we "A 

: cen ir laſt, what we had much better ſee at firſt, as we 

ce way, that the cheerful Compoſure'of a reaſon- 
I able and S r Dogs W contented Mind, is 
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de only ſolid Felicity , that mis World affords; the 


| great Blefling of Heaven here below ; that will enable 
ws 0 56lſh the nen, if ve have hen; and to be af. 
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What Solomon hath mad of Wealth, Mendes 


equally true of every thing elſe beneath the Sun. «God 
Peer agg: Man, that is good in his' Sight, Wiſdom; 
and Knowledge, ay gr — Þ Vanty 

Hs alſo is V 
and Vexation of m ef Spin d 7 


They are therefare, the . Poori in Spirit, the 1 | 


and the Humble, who are the- e re 
— e a 8 5 / _ | 


| cane off the Envy nd e Ini i ima,» 1. „ ee „ 


Ponrneij bent doe laſuhs of Superiors.. Humihey i frequeatly ine 


| "Fore: runner of Advancement and Honour, « while Pride is the Her- | 
F a ene Rein, — Riches . . ing 1 


tumsere aliqui omni pete, ſed babere omnia Nemo poteft: Neegſſarium 
el ergh parvs afſueſeers. ee e e 
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Content nent is the moll 3 of won Life; rg 


| beer to attain it , ig the furmounting Difficulties by curbing vict« 


os Taclinations, fierce unruly Paſſions, and e v ele- 


orgrcoming Temptations, and hearing [Injuries with P atience. - LEY 7 | 
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- Riches, we ſec „ thoſe 


who poſſeſs them; either in the Miſeries of Avaricez 


in the Diſcontent af Vanity, or Pains of Intempe- 
' rance: ſhould we not, then, rather avoid, than ſigh For 
n Condi thatanight tuple us is-Dliſery, 26 2 3 
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Let us not eee ee eee 
willy than others in Situations which we have con- 
. templated, but never tried; for no Man knows what 
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ſions of Fortune. deer thijnk vin I anne; new 
Sentiments, and new Defizes (*)- and that Man acts 
wich alaudible Firmnoſs, who, when he becomes weal- 
thier, does not become worſe. — In a Word. 


Let us remember chat it is both. chr Duty eee 


Happineſs to be contented with the Station which Pro- 


vidence hath aſſigned us ; and tho we have but litile, 


ö vc poſſeſt it in Oi eee ee A 
dance with Travil and Vexation there with. 285 


_ -7 When every thing/is tried round, we ſhall experi. 
enceat laſt, what we had much better ſee e 
| ae the cheerful ernment a reaſon-' 
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abet, ſed qui plus cupit, fauper oft. 
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Motives to it. Jot 
ahe only Tolid- Freticity, dat inis World affords; the 
great Blefling of Heaven here below; that will enable 
us te reliſh the reſt, if we have e 
See have ihem not. — For 
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| equallytrue of crery thing aſe bentdthithe Sun. «God 
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Uſe. Ryi cow Paxyeriate bend convenit, dives of z nor enim gui parnm 
Si nox mali defideres , paxca tibb 
malta videbuntur. He that needs the feweſt things is the richeſt Man, 
dee UN es ets God himielf, who- wants nothing. 
.  Hac Regium off wivere ; von mods Homini Nemini , ſed ud Cupidifath 
—— ee eee eee 
au raterarum Rerum indigerr. % 
th eee Droities per Contemptam Divitiarams Via af. 1x | 
temnere aliquis emnia pate ; ſed babere omnia Nemo poteft: NMecgſarium 
e ergh parus afſurſeers.. IO ny een en . 
u poteft nolle, quad non habet. * 8 
© +. Contentinent is the moll — uw 4 * 15 = 
the Way to attain it, is, the furmounting Difficulties by curbing vieĩ- 
ous Taclinations, fierce unruly Paſſions, and e hug art 
orgrcoming Temptations, and bearing [njuries with Patience. 
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Sentiments, and new Deſices (*) and chat Man' ate 
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thier, does not become worſe, — In a Word. 
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| equally true of every thing elſe beneath the Sun. «God 


giveth: to a OO ve in his Sight, Wiſdom; 
and Knowledge, and [oy ; but to the Sinner he giveth 


NS to gather and heap up. e Vanity 35 


and Vexation of W ef Spire ee ee 
They are thereſore, the « 8 Spifit the meek, 
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5 and would rathet excite to Deſpair, than induce to Content. But, 
. When coofidered as the wiſe Appointment of Providence for the 


er 1 we Pots 
. pi Nature of 
all earthly Bleſſings, of all ſublunary Things, good aa 
well as evil; that the Seaſon of enjoying the Advan - 


8 tages, and bearing the Inconveniences of Life, is 


ſhort : (*) but the Reward of enjoying and bearing 
See e re e opts 
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We mutt 4 ot Juſtice won, 3 
apap to urge this Reflection to this Purpoſe, and to improve ic 


_ ns well as they could, to create an Indifference to the things ot this 
& World: bus at che fame Time it is vut Jultice to the Superior Light 
| Ve enjoy, ty pblervey that , as their Arguments were ſtrictly Philoſo- 
| phical, chey were too weak to combat with real Pains and Didreſſes, 
Aud that this very 8 eee 


erent eee e 8 ot 
The Vanity and ors Duration of the e ed, confdered ebfirace 


5 l itielf, without any higher Regard at preſent, or any ſure Prof. 


ect at the Concluſion of it, would indeed be a melancholy Reflection, 


_ Biſcipline and Improvement of his Creatures, and their Preparation 


| for a better State ; then. it hecomes u ceal e of e 


and an earneſt Motive to the Practice of it. 4 
"ba Ihr good Diowhich-mey he wade af every Suffering; or 8 
towards our better Acceptance and higher Exaltation bereafter , will: 
wen change the Nature of it, and convert it into a Bleſſing in tho 
— Account t- ehen be will not em ne, 
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 Vherl all our GGbd thulf be religried, and all our Evil 


ceaſe from before | us; and of that Eternal and un; b 
able State, which we muſt infallibly ſhare : — Together | 
with theſe Reflebtions, ns, let N a Rady Care to 


Seck every faulty Inclination i in its earlielt Ri. 
For, it is chiefly ua Iging them at firlt,, that makes 


der bo hard is be conquered afierwards; nd yet we 
mall! always find the bad Conſequences of ESD 


dutweigh vaſtly the Trouble of reſiſting : and that 5 
bring our Deſires, when they | are the firongelf, down n 
to our Conditon, isa much ae Wait than to r 
our Condition up to our Denen „ 
Fürther, = whateVer Share we polen ar worldly 
Plenty, let us beftowit on Outer with decent Me 
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| Souls abundant by ted with the rück of God's 
Houſe, and be DR 0 ak of the Rivers of his 
N which flow fore vermore - Theſe thro the 
Aſſiſtance of the divine vine Grace, will render us eaſy and 
ſatisfied with whatever Lot God ſhall, in his Wiſdom, 
bene appoint us; will cauſe us to fix our full Truſtin 
bim, and continually to look forward to that better 
Kingdom, where mere Content will never be known, 
ler perſeti Happineſs will Es e eee 
our Converſation therefore be without Covetouſneſs ; 
end let us be content with ſuch things as we have: for 

be bath faid, 1 vill never leave the, nor forſke thee. 


| of : 8 ſeveral States 1 


hay eee 
general, which is the beſt Method of acquiring Con- | 


- tentiwent, let eee eee 
Religion, which have a more immediate Conneftion 
Vith it: ſuch is Supplication to God, that he w 

| raiſe our Minds above the World, aud ſcatter thoſe 
Son of Sadnch that overſhadow us, — that be would 
I up, the Light of his Countenance upon us, and 
us againſt all Events: to which humble and 
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* Forget bol er; 0 Man! that thy Sinaloa on 
Earth is appointed by the Wiſdom of the Eternal, who 


knoweth thy Heart, who ſeeth the Vanity of all thy 


Wiſhes , and who often in Mercy denieth thy Re- 


gueſts; yet for all reaſonable Deſires, for all honeſt | 
Endeavours, his Benevolence hath carb, in e 5 


Nature of things, a Probability of Succeſs. 


e Uneaſineſs ihou feeleſt, the Mitortlines 


thou bewaileſt , "behold the Root for whence they 


ſpring; even * own Folly, thine own n Pride, thins To 
on diſtempered Fancy. (Ee 


.._ « Wherefore loſeth the Pleaſure that is before thee: 
its Reliſh? and why appeareth That which is yet to 


come the ſweeter z. Becauſe thou art wearied with he 
Good of this, becauſe thou knoweſt not the Evil of 
that which is not with thee. — Kno that to be con. — 
tent, is to be happy. = i162 : 
5 Coudſt thou chuſe for yet, — © would hy Crew 5 
tor lay before thee all that thy Heart could aſk for; 
Yould Happineſs THEN remain with thee ? or woule 1 K 


Joy dwell always in thy Gates? — Alaſs, 


Thy Weakndfs forbiddeth it, thy Infirmity declas F 


r Variety is to 58 Þ the Place of © 
* CXCIV, e eee 
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tures z ſuch is Humility, and a Senfs | 
of our Defefts; /3nd fuch i Grade for Bens . 
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Pleahurt; but geraten EAGER 8 wi 
SE be permanent: but lo l all earthly things are periſhable. 
| + When it is gone thou repenteſt the Loſs of it, tho 
while it was with thee, thou deſpiſeſt it. 8 
ek That which. ſucceedeth it, hath no more Pleaſure 
> for thee ; and thou afterwards quarrelleſt with nen 
bor preferring it: Behold , , the only, Circumlſ] | 
| whichthon erreſt not. = 
Murmur not . the Diſpenſations' of 
E neither ſay within 
thyſelf, if I had Wealth, or Power, or Leiſure, I 
| would be happy for know, they all of them bring to 
their ſeveral poſſeſſors their peculiar Inconveniencies. 
rte poor Man ſeeth not the Vexationsand Anx- | 
ieties of the Rich, he feeleth not the Difficulties and 
Perplexities of Power, neither knoweth he the Weari- 
ſſſiomeneſs of Leiſure; e e 
. neh at his own Lot. 1 
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; wen Thoſe «bo. endif med af cvs World, frequently enjoy : 
3 I ED mkv tho leak indeed, none generally find more Diſſatisfaction let 
VVV ad earthly things, than thoſe who molt indulge themſelves in them. A One 
On. too conttant Repetition. of bightcaloned artificial Luxuries , oftenex from 
© galigthe Appetite, than pleaſes it. “ The Heart knoweth his og cunci 
„„ eſs.” EI ulubris, Animus & ts non deficit aquur. x cefit 
tTDis not the Place Diſguft or Pleaſure brings, ww 
Gt. Tron 25 own 88 5 * e . 
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1 662 Dikegard: not a Jewel, becauſe thou poſſeſſeſt 
it; neither enhaunce thou the Valuè of à thing, becauſe 
u is another's ; — Poſſeſſion to the Wiſe addeth to | 
the: Price of it. ff PS, LL TI os ROT 0 PO es 
ro be ſatisſied with a nile, is the greateſt Wiſ. 
dou; and he that lhereaſech his Riches, increaſeth his 
Cares; but a contented Mind is a SIR N 
and Trouble findeth n Fs Ws. 
Contentmemt makes us more in Grin 
nothing, than the Wass x ors happy Earth in 


poſſeſſing all; it is the true Philoſopher's Stone, that 
35 al it touches into P Tr the Poor are rich 
Fo with, 
0) If N 1 Riches, it dode the fine dens by ba- 
POOR the Deſire ot. them, which is equal to'the Poſſeſſion of them. 
It it cannot remove the Diſquietudes arifing out of a Man's Mind, 
Body , or Eitate , it makes him eaſy under them. It extinguiſhes aft 
Murmur, Repining, and Ingratitude towards that Being ho hath al- 
lotted him his Parc to att in this World. It deſtroys all inordinate 


Ambition, and every Tendeacy to Corruption, with Regard to the © 


Community in which he is placed. It gives Sweetneſs to his. Conver- | 
ſation, and a perpetual Serenity to all his Thoughts. It is the Wealth : 


of andy and gives every thing that we want, and really need. 

| Competency, with Content, is great Happineſs, 5 
Againtt the Diteaſes of the Mind, therefore, (Fear and Defire,) 
1 Fortitude and Temperance be our Shield and Buckler; for the 
One bears-off the Injuries'of Fear, and the Other ſupports the Mind 
from languithing under Deſizes not attainable . — Ut Impatientia Res 
dundtas exaſperat ; ita , ao atrà „ Animas Sorte contentus, acerrima Ne- 
ceſitati Tela obtundat. A contented Mind , and a good Conſeience, 
will make a Man happy in all Conditions. Contentment is e | 

to Riches and Honour. ne Pane? * 
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vith, amd Rich poor without it; in it we bare all 


1 os: Whale, -— A cootined Mind. is _ 


| 3 Bleſſing a Man can enjoy in this World; 
and if, in the preſent Liſe, his Happineſs ariſes from 


the ſubduing of his Deſires; FO HOY e 
en ee "Wer 

If we ſuffer not the 8 
us of Juſtice, or Temporance, or Charity, or Mo- 
deſty, even Riches themſelves ſhall not make us un- 


happy - but hence we ſhall learn, that the Cup of 
Felicity, pure and unmixed, is by no Means a Draught 


for mortal Man. Virtue is the Race which God hath 
ſet us to run, and Happineſs the Goal = which none 
can arrive at till he hath finiſhed his Courſe, and re. 


ceived bis Crown in the Manſions of Eternity. | 
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Kaen of Order and Comfort among Mankind. 9 


Aich would be ſubverſiveof Society, ſecures the Pro- 


Deſect of Government i is, chat human Laws can extend 
no further. than to the Actions of Men. = - Tho they” 
protect us from external Violence, they leave us open, 
on different Sides, to be wound By the Vices 
wich prevail in Society, our Tranquility may be diſ- 
8 and our Lives in various Ways embittered, | 
e Government can give us no Redreſs., | 
Religion ſupplies che Inſufficieney of Law, by. 
. at the Root of thoſe,Diſorders which occaſion 
i much Miſery in the World. — Its profeſſed Scope 
. to regulate, not Addions alone, but the Temper and 
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© Goverament' reſtrains the Outrages and Crimes 


perty, and defends the Lives of its Subjefts. = But, he 
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7. | Raſh Cenfure, ee; 
of Condutt; and very ineffectual dud che- wiſcſ 


Syitem of Legiſdation prove for ths Happineſs of Man. 
kind, if it did not derive Aid from Religion, in foft- 
 ening the Diſpoſitions of Men, and checking many of 
| thoſe evil Pafſionsto 1 — al Lew can- 
not poſiby reach 8 

We e eee Defoription 
given in the Comext of Chatity, that great Principle 

in the Chriſtian Syſtmmm . 
The Apoſtle places it ina Variety of Lights, and 
| | under each of them explains its Operation by its inter- 
mul Effects; not by the ARjons ta which it gives Riſe, 
but by the Diſpoſuions which it produces in the Heart. 
He juſtly ſuppoſes, that if the Temper be duly regu- 
© ated, Propricty of AQtion will follow, and good « Or. 

der take. place in the External Behaviour, _ 

os The Character of C hefore us, leads us to 

„ Conſideration ee eee 
V 
xy thinketh no Evil.” _ MeL 
Charity is ſometimes taken only for givingof 
but the proper Interpretation of the Word is. Love 
| and in havioga favourable Opinion « of others. — And 

. -. Nothing contributes more to make Men polite and 
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Faults 25 are prejudicial'to þ na Sbeleiy; 1 in- 


compatible wich che yet 1 £1037 and Coreſpon. 
dence among Men. | 


ration; and ruled the Affections of the Heart, ALI i 

us s obeys and yields to the DiAates of Pride and \ 
love; but in a different Manner, according, to e 

Difference of Tempers and Charafters, — In ſuch a» 

are better-bred and have a greater Knowledge of the 

World, Pride and Self. love feldom dare to make their 

Appearance in their natural Form, but they are not 2 


whitthe leſs real for that - They are, after all, the true by 


Motives of what we do, and even of the Care we take, | 
to hide them. 


ed ehe Mb; wile ave lch dl gde whom” 


Nature borrows leſs from Art, & ſhews itſelf in great- 


er Plainneſs and Simplicity, Pride and Self. love, do 


then appear in a much more ſhocking Manner ; they ; 
are always ready to judge raſhly, and to decide poſi· 
tively on every thing, without the leaſt Diſcretion or. 


Prudence. = They have but a very ſmall Regard. for. 
Sthers, and indiſcriminately make-uſe of all Expreſ- 


' Bons that may come forth. They command imperi, 
ouſly, and obey unwillingly.— Whatever appears dus 
o them they utter it as a Certainty ; and whatever 5 


We is looked on by N & uti e 


2 15 N 1 g 5 
able. Oppdlition has ſeldom any other Effect with 
them than to-ſoury and diſcompoſe; 

' happened chat they yield to Advice or Arguments, un- 

| les they are accompanied with all the Ways that can 


= 


bly render leſs eee the ths, giome of 
Wrong they may be in, — Whereas, | 
| Charity, (i.e) Love, no e eee 


in the Heart, but it makes all thoſeWeakneſſes vaniſh 
9 at once. = It ſoftens what is hard and rough ; = It 
cures that Preſumption and Haughtineſs that pretends 
0 decide and judge of every thing; = It inſtrufts us 


how to doubt , and how to reflect; to be teachable, 


and not to rely too much to our own Wiſdom and 
: Underſtanding. — It deſtroys all Manner of Poſitive- 


5 neſa, and. moderates the very Tone of our Voice. 


And, in ſuch Perſons as, are already polite , and en- 


5 "Roo with the Qualities that render People lovely to. 
date xelt of Mankind, it gives this charming Outſide. 
E977 2 Moüve and an inward Principle to all Goodneſs. 

oh of Heat and Diſpoſition. — « * Charity thinketh 


no Evil.” p 


ix £1 


1 . 9 of 'Chariey, hos. 
-  £jsthe Bond of PerſeQtion, and the Source of ſo many 
Th e Mankind, Je = Guficiemt Bec, 
commendation of it, therefore, to the Sons of Men. 
3 _ have Gy e ns — 
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moving every aue, ind diſputing Diſpolnion 


from before us. () 

Wel have here another Branch of is berign fnflu: 
ence, as excluding alt raſh and ſevere Cenſures and Ill. 
judging of our e 4 moans thinketh no 
Evil.” HEE ES a A 

By « hinking Evil,” we Ann ele 0 


82 paſſing falſe Judgment upon others, the cenfuring | 


and condemning them without Cauſe, and conceiving 
an ill Opinion of them without Reaſon, and without 


- Grounds, without Evidence, or perhaps againſt itz 


when Men judge. their Brethren raſhly 5: unadviſedly, 


: partially „ unjuſtly, uncharitably, or contemptuouſ[) Ys 
| when they paſs their Judgments and Cenſures in the 


Dark, and ſhoot out their Arrows at Random; —when 


they run into InveRtives giddily and blindly, and pro- = 
nounce Sentence, not according to the Merits of the 
Cauſe, but according. io ſome Humour, Fancy, Pre. 
judiee, or Paſſon; — when they charge Men wm 


Faults, which they never really committed, or magnify 


what they have ;— When they aggravate every ſmall _ 
Blemiſh, and ſpread a litile Blot over a whole Charac- 
ter; when they are ready to behold and blame the 
leaſt . Mote i in the Eyes of others,” and at the ſame 
Tune overlook. ® the Beams in their Ong: , = 
. „ FRO 7 erm. CXCV,, . | 
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$14 - Raſh Sethe: 
in dubious Caſes, inſtead of putting the faireſt Con- 
ructions on Men's Aktions, they ſele& the worſt, in 
Oppoſition to all the Rules both of Charity and 
Equity ; = when they not only take Cognizance of. 
Over akts, but pretend to judge of Men's ſecret. 
Thoughts, Deſigns, Purpoſes, and Affections; in fine, 
when «© ſuting in the Seat of the Scornful,” they raiſe 
injurions Imputations, and, either maliciouſly or wan- 
| tonly , diftate Scandal, and propagate Reproach :. 
Theſe, and all ſuch like Praftices, are, without Queſ- 
tion, prohibited in the Text; as appears not only from 


the Reaſon of the thing, but from the Whole of Scrip- 


ture alſo; Whatever Judging, whatever Cenſuring, is 


contrary to. Truth and Juſtice, Humanity & Charity, 


Civility and good Manners, is all here meant and im- 


plied, and elſewhere exprefly forbidden. The Gene- 


rality of Chriſtians ſeem either not to know this, or 


not to regard it. For how otherwiſe could they & bor 


| notoriouſly tranſgreſs this Branch of their Duty? 
LD fe ſpeaking further to theſe Words, I ſhall, 4 
. Firſt, Shew the Import of them, the Reſtriftion 
| with which they are to be underſtood. — And then, 


II. The Cauſes and Sinfulneſs of the Vice bes 


ved againſt, 


_ Concluding with ſuch proper Mean an enable, 
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Ert. Let us conſider what this Deſtripion of 


c impor. 
We ſhall eaſy perecive that the Expreſſion in ths 


Text is not to be underſtood in a Senſe altogether un- 
limited ; as if there vas no Occafion on which we are 
wthink unfavourably of others To view all the Ac- 


tions of Meir with the fame Degree of Complacency, 


would be contrary both to common U 


and to many expreſs Precepts of Religion. = In a 


World where o much Depravity abounds, were vs 
to think and {peak equally well of al x, we muſt either | 


be inſenſible of the Diſtinction between Right and 
Wrong, or be indifferent to That Diſtinftion when 


ve pereeived it. Religion renders it our Duty to 
abhor that which is Evil,” and on many Occaſions, 


wn ns openly againſt it. 6% | 
- There are ſome Cafes and Charafters which oughe 


ka and indeed muſt be, unavoidably judged , and 
univerſally condemned, as far as they are known—andg 
in ſuch Caſes as are leſs notorious, it may be proper 
in ſome Circumſtances, that they ſhould neither be 


overlooked, nor paſſed over in Silence. = But the 
Practice forbidden in the Text is of a very W 
Lind from any of theſe, or the like Exceptions. 


For, The Apoſtle, with great Propriety, des 


— ee eee in ſuch 


4 


8 3 
k wal nd, RN 
6 


275 
—— 8 


1 
Wa 


8 e 1 Py 
r — 


"6 


— 
— . 18 
% a Ha ED Tr 


; a J 
. _ 1 * * 2 * - 
- ? g 
- x : 
a « f \ 7 0 . £ 
c * | 2 * * Dn OTE + © „ e ” FEED K 12 * 
. . * 3 _ , a a W n : r tings eee eee * 1 0 3 N — — I POE 
. One ag, Herr es, ear” — — we op, P ⁵˙ Ne UA es ⏑ TO Wn to . ; * 2 y * i ia Wet ar x * / W wn N * 
— WO) : . lv 2 : * C * 1 5 1 [ch 4 . L - r K. * . Wig . 
LF f . io «3 . 8 PR be II = CHE ks A oy : . * 
5 7" * LEI - __.. _ 2 - e 8 22 - 1 * 
— 2 of? * mol $e” a £* Re 4 n * — — - 1 1 ; 4 e + 
T 2 — 1 1 1 - : 


— 
* 


nate, He —— 9 wrt — 


1 to our on Safety. 


„ nes 


ſtrong and general, Terms, as might guard us againſt 
chat Extreme to which we are naturally moſt prone, 


liz] of caſh and unjuſt Suſpicion. The Virtue 


which he means to inculcate is That which i is known 


by the Name of Candour; a Virtue, which, as ſoon 


as it is mentioned, every One will acknowlege to be 


 effentialto the Charafler of a worthy Man. 


It is neceſſary to obſerve, that true Candour is al- 


together different from that guarded, inoffenſive Lan- 
guage, and that ſtudied Openneſs of Behaviour, which 
ve ſo frequently meet with among Men of the World. 
Smiling, very often, is the Aſpeft, and ſmooth are the 

Words, of thoſe: who' inwardly are the moſt ready to 
think Evil of others. © That Candour which is a Chriſ- 


Van Virtue, conſiſts, not in Fairneſs of Speech, but in 
Fairneſs- of Heart. It may want the Blandiſhment 


of external Courteſy , but ſupplies its Place with hu- 


- thane and generous Liberality of Sentiment. = Its 
"Manners are unaffefted , and its Profeſſions cordial. 
© Exempt, on the one Hand, from the dark Jealouſy 
ol a ſuſpicious Mind; it is no leſs removed, on the 
_ . other, from that eaſy Credulity which is impoſed-on 


n It is perfectly conſiſtent 


- with extenſive Knowledge of the POE 250 with uit 
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6 cry un Vin Picard df every different Chars 
Sufpicion, to a fta Degree, is 8 neceſſary Guard. 


It is only” when it Ecssds the Bounds of prudent 
Caution ;/thar it degeiterates into Vice. Tess is a 
proper Mean betwecn ' undiſtinguiſhing Ciedulity ; 
aid univerſal Jealouſy, which a ſound Underſtanding 
OM and SIRE UE HH Of Cunt {udlics 10 


ers of the Man of Candour. h 
and Good, which is to be found in every human Character.  Heek3 
any without ſome commendable Quality. In the midfi of many. De- 


ſeutment, be can be juſt to the Merit of an Enemy. He never lende 
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among the Tribe of the Ceuſoribus, circulate with {a much e 
and meet with ſuch ready Acceptance. He is not haſty to judge, and 


tibi can be aſcribed to different MbÞotives ; be holds it 45 no Mark of, 
Sigacity to'impure it always to the worſt. Where there is avy juſt - 


the Period of Suſpence; leans'ts the moſt car ĩtable Conſtruction chat 
a Action cau bear. When he muſt coademn. he condemns with Res, 


adgs to the Crime. He lifeus calmly tothe Apology of the O 


ſuggeſt. How, much foever he may blame the Pr mt 1 any Se 
or. Fatty, he never copfaunds, under one general Cen 
last that Set or Party, He charges them not vw 


* 


qt aps = 


05 er pee cur Repdoens, we gre here the partici | 
The Man of Candobr niakes Allowances for ds Mixture of tell | 
pets none to be faultleſs; and he is unwilling to believe that there is = 


8s, hs cin diſcover a Virtue. ' Under the Thfluence of perſoaal Re- 
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an open Ear to thoſe defaniatory Reports & dark Suggeſtions, which, 
1 teguires füll Evidence before he will conderan, As long as än 4 
Gtourt fr Doubt, he keeps his Ji4ginent undecided y' and duridg © 


gret ; and without thoſe Aggravations which the Severity, of others 
1 
and readily admits eveyy extenuatiag Circumſtance which Equity can, * 


Law ine. | 
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Fm what bath been alreadly. ſaid, we hal eafily 

| obſerve , (as was meant to be proved further, under 

this Head,) The Nature of the Vice before us. And, , 

Firſt, We dank Evil of others, when we cenſure 

| . and condemn them without proper and ſufficient 
. Ground, judgir eee as Reprobates, though 
nn 1 01g 

. guilty of this ſeveral Ways: for in- 


"Firſt, When ve judge hardly and uncharitibly of 
dur Neighbour only from uncertain Report, which is 
ry SSC . we 
be 1 | take 


quences of their Tete 28 6 1 One 
wrong Opinion, he does not iafer the Subverſion of all ſound Princi- 
"oi ; nor from One bad Aion, conclude that all Regard to Conſci- 
| ence is overthrown. When he = beholds the Mote in bis Brother's 
5 | Eye,” he remembers © the Beam in his own.” He commiſerates the 
human Frailty , and judges of Others according to the Principles by 
nich he would think it reaſonable that they ſhould judge of him. In 
a or d, He views Men and ARiong in theclear Sun-ſhine of Charity 
and Good · nature and uot in that dark and ſullen Chace which Jen 
daß and Party- -ſpirit throw over all Charattero-- . 
J . ſhould hope all to be right is their Principles, in we hnow 
them to be wrong; F tiff we know them 

_ ] to be bad. | 
207 raiing ſuitable RefleRions - Res Calomales chic have beas 
never proved, or have been often refuted/are the ordinary Poſtulatums 
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F ˙˙²˙¹ĩ.̃ ãĩm, ²ůee es. 


8 . Pai. 4. — 


3 — 


— the Bong: efthch thing/and. 
dollow it20 its frſt Head 5-we ſhall kind: be 
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Appearances, is {and maſt be guilty of a Breach of 
Cary before us; becauſe we cannot be ſure that 
In. our Judgment is right, it being much hore prodibls 
to be ben, ene intimated to us in chat 
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| hen they bave laid theſe Foundations of Scurrility, itis no Word Cent Ole was 5 | 
o iN dt their Superiruſure'is every Way anfecrable-to them.- Ifahis - "| ( 
inci” anseful Proftice of the. preſent. Age endures, Praiſe and Reg 4 
aſci- will geaſs to be Motives of Action in good Men. | 5 
her's None but thoſe, who are evil themſelves , are hard to believe the. 
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ni ht Rk ths dd fad, we hall city 
| obſerve , (as was meant to be proved further , under 
this Head,) The Nature of the Vice before us. And,, 
Firſt, we dank Evil of others, when we cenſure 

ond condemn them without proper and ſufficient 


OE „ 


3 guiley of this ſeveral Ways: bor In- 


| irft , When we judge hardly and uncharitubly er 
our e ee g from uncertain Report, which is 


gay kk =—_— nie” rn herbs if we 
1 take 


1 | AB Dom es ts ent een, . . — 
N wrong Opinion, he does not iafer the Subverſion of all ſound Princi- 
ST ples ; nor from One bad Ation , conclude that all Regard to Coaſei- 
Es ence is overthrown. When he a beholds the Mote in bis Brother's Þ 
. Eye, he remembers * the Beam in his n.“ He commilſerates the 
__ _ -humanFrailty, and judges of Others according to the Principles by 
vikich be would think it reaſonable that they ould judge of him. In 
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Den the taking any ſcandalous Story that has been ever while 
pred or invented of a private Man, for a known & undoubted Truth, 
af railing ſuitable Reſle Kions upon it. Calumnies that have been 
never proved, or have been often reſuted are the ordinary Poſtulatums 
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gb Appearances, is f and muſt be guilty of a'Breach of 
N Charity before us ; becauſe we cannot be ſure that | 
. our Judgment | is right, it being much more probable 


to be wrong, This is plainly intimated tous in that 
'of Advice given by our Saviour to the Jews: . Judge 2 
25 not 3 0 Alpes, bur Judge righteons „ 


e e eee it ii no Wonde 2 5 
that their Superſiruure'is every Way anſerable to them. {If this F 
ſhaweful Praftice of the preſent. Age endures, Prails and Rep en A 
deals to be Motives of Aion in good Men. | 
oo None but thoſe , who are evil themſelves , are hard to believe the 
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320 Raſh Cenfure, c. 


't Second We are guilty of raſh Judgmetit, and are 


anchariale in our Cenſures of our — when 


That which perhaps both God and his own Conſience 


vill for ever acquit him. This is a dire Breach of 
the Charity before us, which he Apoltie ee 


, * thinketh po, Exit. 


He whois candid and charitable, puts the bell Sens 


"ſl Interpretation upon every doubtſul Action of bis 


Neighbour, that it js in any Way capable of. 
Thirchy, Another Inſtance of raſh and 3 


table Judgment is, when we infer of our Neighbour 
From One, or ſome few ſingle Actions of his Life, and 
not from the general Tenor of his whole Conduct. 
For Inftance, — When from an AR, we infer an 
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trials of confident Aﬀertion, and decifive judgment. From an Ac. 

tion they pretenily look intp the Heart , and infer the Motive. This 

ſuppoſed OE] I OL NN ec p gow 

© ounce at once concerning the whole Character... 
Men ace not to be judged of by their Looks, * 

8 Appearances 3 but by the CharaRter of their Lies and eee, 
eg and by. their Works. — Homines non numerandi; ſed pouderapdi, . 

2 eee ee Werke, than another Man's Words, 

mould praite him. Mastem Hominis ſdeHato, non Frontem 1. Fronti nulla 


mus. | Non ontne quod micat Aurum e. e 8 
re ee e <4 the ene e 
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Hab or, from: ſome few things which muſt be con- 
demned in the Man, we condemm the Man himſelf 
Tn. DOT ITO 12325 ; 

Now, 


29 0 ubm Logic io ebe es Ned We6Gks and where 


the Premiſes are ſingular, to conclude uaverially, . When we teel the 
bright Wai mth of a Temper thoroughly good i in ow Breaſts, we ml 
kee ſomething good in every Oue about us. 

It is a of a Littleneis of Spirit, to confine ourſelves 60 fon 


SIN Part o a Man's Character: 3 A Man of generous; open, exten- | 


ded Views, will | graſp the whole of it ; without which he cannot paſs 4 


right Judgment on any Part. He will not arraign a Man's general 
Conduct, for a few particular Actions ; as knowing that Man is a 


changeable Creature, and will not ceaſe to be ſo, till he is united to 


That Being, who is the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and forever, He firives _ 
to outdo his Friends i in good Offices, and overcome his Enemies by 
them, He thinks be then receives the greateſt Injury, when be re- 


turns and revenges one; for then he is overcome of Evil. Is the Per- 


ſon Young, who has injured him ? he will refle& that Inexperience of | 


the World, and a Warmth of Conſtitution, may betray his unpracti- 


ſed Years into ſeveral Inadvertencies, which's more advaticed Age, bis : 
own good Senſe, and the Advice of a judicious Friend, will correct & 
xedtify. - 1s be Old? the Infirmities of Age, and Want of Health, may : 


have ſet an Edge upon his Spirits, & made him ſpeak unadvi iſedly with 
bis Lips. Is he Weak and Ignorant ? he conſiders that it is a Duty, 


ipcumhent on the Wiſe to bear with thoſe.that are uot ſo. In ſhart, . 
eee eee eee | 


of athers with all the Soſtenings of Humanity... 
+ PP Queſtion, i in any Caſe, is not what the private Opinion of In- 
1 may he conterning a Man: but whether there in, or there 


that fuil Evidence in the Caſe, which the Wiſdom of Ages has eſ- 
Ibh@hed; as a Criterion for Man to decide by., and which ought ne. 
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85 _ Men and AQjons are like Objects of Sight, and Re ale 
Heir Points of Perſpectice; ſome muſt be 1 88 8 e othay | 


\ os, 20; 


as . | Raſh Cenfune, Ae 


Now,. This Sort of Judgment is raſh. and un- 
charitable, becauſe it is builtupon too ſlender Grounds; 
for the belt of Men may, and do fall ſametimes , 1 5 
there is no Man altogether without Fault. () 

Any Man who eee ee eee 
may eaſily diſcern what a complicated Syſtem the hu- 


man Charafter is, and what a Variety of Circumſtan- 


ces muſt be taken into the Account, in Order to eſti- 


mate it truly. (t) No O_o 
: whatever is ſufficient to determine it. . 


As from One worthy AQion, it were DOI not 
Charity, to condludea Perſon to be free from all Vice; 
ſo from One which is cenſurable, i it is perfectly unjuſt 


10 infer that the Author of it is without Conſcience, 


and without Merit. Did we know all the attending 


85 Circumſtances it might appear in an excuſable Light; 


e e ee * Mo- 
I | 5 tives 
n e Men of 


55 moſt vinditive Tempers muſt reſpect in others the benevolent Im- 
EE, pulſe : But to ftrain a Point, to condemn , is perfectly repugnant to 


| Jiltice, to Conſcience , and Humanity. "= It is much eafier to know 


whit Men are in general, than toknow a fingle Man in 8 | 


| therefore, cenſure no Man, nor detraft from any Men. | 
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tives of the Actor may be entirely different from thoſe 
Vvhich we aſcribe to him; and where we ſuppoſe him 

to be impelled by a bad Deſign, he may have been 
prompted by Conſcience and a miſtaken Principle. 
Admitting the Aktion to have been, in every View, I 
criminal, he may have been hurried into it thro Inad- 
vertency and Surpriſe. = He may have ſincerely re- 
pented; and the virtuous Principle may now have re- 


= p j 
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gained its full Strength. = Perhaps this was his weaker 


Side, the Sin of his Fraiky, the Quarter on which be 


hay open to the Incurſions of Temptation , while the 


other Avenues of his Heart were firmly guarded by - 
_ Conſcience. From theſe Circumſtances, the good Man 
vill be ſo far from ſarmiſing Evil, where there is none, 
that he will rather « think no Evil,” where there real- 
is; judging it better to err thro a good-natured - 
| Credulity , than-thro an undiſtinguiſhing ' Suſpicionz 
\ becauſe a good-natured Credulity will only expoſe _ 
bim to ſome temporal Inconveniencies; but an undiſ. 


tinguiſhing Suſpicion will beget in him a ſettled Unea- 


Hneſs, Jealouſy, and Hatred, with the whole Train of 
| black Paſſions, which will tender his Soul as dark as 
| that, Region, into which i it t will at era: af 


fink him. 3 1 
No Error i is more Sa Is to look for Unifor- 


) from human Nature; cho it is 8 tho 
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Soppoſiin aft 8 our — Concluſions con- 
cerning Charaters, are formed. 
Mankind are confiltane neither in Goody nor in Evi. 
: In the preſent State of Frailty, all is mixed and blend- 


Q. — the ſtrongeſt Contraricties of Piety and Hypo- 


criſy, of Generoſity and Avarice, of Truth and Du- 


plicity, often meet in one Charafter. = The pureſt hu- 


wan Virtue is conſiſtent with ſome Vice; and in the 
midſt of much Vice and Diſorder, amiable , nay ref- 


peſtable Qualities may be found. There are few 
Caſes in which we have Ground to conclude that all 
Goodneſs is loſt. In ſome Part of the Character 
| there may lie Sparks of Piety and Virtue, ſuppreſſed, 
but not, exting uiſhed; which, kept alive by the Breath 


of Heaven, and gathering Strength in ſecret, from Re- 


flection, may, on the firſt favourable Opening which 
ö Fe e . n vith . 
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1 ER = vi "CIR af fo much 1 
ty and Darkneſs, where our Knowledge of the Hearts 
and Charafters of Men is ſo limited, and our Judg- 
ments concerning them are ſo apt to err, what a con- 
tnual Call do we receive, either to ſuſpend our Judg- 
155 nen een 8 


nclude, eee GENERAL Praftice from 2 
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Judge certainly of eſe 


=, 


Mer is.” Du 


bree by Wehe de may wif eaſily be miſta · 


ken. Beſides, if the Sin itſelf be ſuch as muſt needs be 
condemned , yet the Man may have fince fincerely re- 
pented of it; and then in judging him, we condemn | 


| vhom God hath already acquitted. In thort, - 


+ Whether our Judgment, in this Caſe , be true or 
JJ ta cent wemapnedie aha 
judge of Matters which in no Way appertain unto us; 
and which Cod hath peculiarly reſerved to himſelf; 
4 Who art thou that judgeſt another Men's Servant | 
To his own Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth; yea, he 


ſhall be holden up, for God is able to make him ſtand.” 


Again, — Another Inſtance of raſh Judgment ia 


when we pretend to judge of the inward Thoughts and 35 
Intentions of Men, further han they are declared by, p 
1 or Actions of a certain Signi fication. For, 


It is the incommunicable Property af God only to 


lack de Heart, and try the Reins, and'to know What 


isin Men. = + Wha knqweth the Thaughts of a Man, 


but the Spirit of a Man which is in him?” When 


therefore we judge in theſe things, if our Judgment is 2 
pot always falſe, yet it is always raſh, and ill-grounded; z 
becauſe the very fame AQions may be done by ſeveral. 55 
Men, with very different Deſigns; and unleſs wecould | 
fe, we are, by no Means, com- 
_ 1 ne Baus in ge for. Ft. _ 
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3 Raſh dee fe: 

: be Galen ok, intin e eren with our moſt 

"This hs has we the Apotile riſe fu erĩor t 

the raſh Judgments of all his Opponents. _ 

Wich me, (ſays he,) ee e that 

E I ſhould be judged: of you, or of Man's Judgment ; 
yea, I judge nat mine own ſelf, for I know nothing by 
—- - myſelf, yet am I not hereby juſtified; but he that judg- 
5 eth me is che Lord; therefore judge nothing before 
e Time, until the Lord come, who both will bring 
„„ to Light the hidden things of Darkneſs, and will make 
muaniſeſt the Councels of the Heart, and chen ſhall eve- 

1 5 ty Man have Praiſe of God.” — Again, 
: Os are gully” alſo of the Breach here before us, 
„ 8 when we judge of che Qualifications of Men; ; (i.e) of 
de Good and Evil that is in them, and what their State 
md Condition towards God, is, by the good and evil 
things which/bofal them in this World. (“) This is 
1 5 e Error; leer likely oo 
720 65 We map jndgn of Max ber Quir Conner icien tononds Bad, neg 
| by God's Diipenſatipas towards them ; © the Righteous and the Wiſe, 
and their Works are in the Hand of God z no Man knoweth either his 
' Love or Hatred, by all that is before them. All things come alike 


tonal. There is one Event to the Righteous and to the Wicked , to 


ö and the Clean. and to the Uncſean; to him that facrifiſeth, 
Anand to hin that facrifiſeth not. As is the Good, fo is the Sinner g 
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Our Saviour hath” particularl ly refuted” this Error, in „ 
eee — 0 ) and 'by Way of | „ 
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| io Pride and | Vary” , I- vil and Emy, , © Hole 5 ö : 


Jl Nav? Theſe are, doubtleſs, the chief. 471 . 
frequently owing to the Pride of our Hearts, _ 5 5 5 


immoderate Degree of Self love, that we are ſo prone 5 
How: and cenſure our Brethren. Whenever ve „ 
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\ ſelves. And bende oh namnally arafat Pl 


Ve of the vile Methods before mentioned: to caſt a 


| Blemiſh on other Men's Names, and fully their Cha- 


rafters, in. Order 10 make our own appear the fairer 


upon a Compariſon. © To which may be added, that 
\ Pride and Self-conceit make us apt to look upon thoſe 


things as Faults and Miſdemeanours, which are really 


none at all. If other Men pay not the ſame Deſe- 


rence to our Underſtandings that we do. ourſelves; if 


they preſume to differ from us in Opinion, and refuſe 


| and. aA, juſt as we would have them ; 


£ they will be in Danger of incurring our Diſpleaſure, 
aud provoking our Cenſures. Our Vanity cannot 
bear Contradiction, and therefore we make a Crime of 


A, and treat it accordingly. ' Hence much opprobri- 
: ous, and many injorions Reflections; and ve are there- 


fore petulant, cenſorious, and abuſive,” becauſe we aro 
vain, arrogant, and proud. In ſhort , from this cor 

_ rupt Fountain flows a great Shire of thoſe bier 
Walen, which iſe bit Societles, an potion. human 
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8e Another” Cafe of Cenſoniouſncb, wif 
by rg kong one, is Hatred and IIl- will; which 
2 * exerts iel in oncharitable Thoughts _ 
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groundleſs' Cenfures.” Ae frequently gives fuck a Bene 
to the Mind, and ſuch a Bias to the | 
ſcarce any Evidence is uffcient to counterpoile 2. 
Diſlike"and DiſaffeQion are extremly apt to corrupt Fe 
and pervert Men's Faculties. y ſometimes blind e 
their Eyes, and ſometimes A8 them ſes double. 5 
Hence it comes to paſs, that while many things goocqcq d 
and praiſe-worthy are utterly overlooked g the leaſt. 
Blemiſh is faſtened on, and magniſſed beyond all _ | 
Meaſure and Proportion. | So: great are'the Partial 
ties and Prepoſſeſſions of IIl-will, that it ſhall 'neithers 
ſuffer Men to think reaſonably”, nor ſpeak honeſtly, © 
Their Sentiments are -infeted, and their Language 
tainted; - While Hatred is fermeming and feſtering in TREES 
their Ser 964 won Poiſon of - Ss is under their) 


itue into Vice. And, when i 5 


Lenses e, ee ee Envy, it is ſtill more . 
terhulent” and outrageous. / Envy heightens and en- „ 
flames zt where it is; and produces it where it is no: 
{ic gester Force, and a keener Edge; and bo- 

r takt Men eager; and reſtleſs, and furious, in 
deer Perſetutions. - The envious : Man not only grudges „ 
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„ rom ſuch a one as is altogether baſe and deteſtable. 
„5 But the odious Nature of this Praftice will more fully 

| app oceed, as. was propoſed, further, 
ES, ke conſider the great Evil and Malgnity of 
„ Fut, It implies. pr Preſumption and Impiet / 
55 | towards God; — It is a Breach of One of the chief 
Duties of Chriſtianity, Charity, the very Bond of Per- 
_____. _ſefineſs—Itis great Tnjuſtice towards Men; and great 
55 BF e 
„ 5 Firſt, It is an Invaſion of God's Prerogative. TI 
„ 855 5 In ſuch Caſes as we have been conſidering, no Man 
DS | has any Right, any Authority, to judge his 
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and te put the moſh candid and favourable Oonſtrue· 
non is no other than what the holy Scriptures call 
Charity, (as inthe Text,) and which, fo far as it relates : 
0 the Duties of the ſecond Table, is the very Saul, af 
Religion, which is diffuſed thro the ſeveral Branche 


ol it, and gives Life , and Worth, and Agivity 0 
| them. — And therefore our Saviour reduces Half of , 
the Law, to this one Duty of Charity, as That where- 
in all the other Duties we owe to our Neighbour, are 
virtually implyed, and hereby they ought to be re- 
gulated. To judge uncharitably , therefore, in any” 
Caſe, argues a moſt culpable DefeR of Love towards 
our Brethren; for whom welove, we are always incl- 
ned to- favaur ; we put the belt. Timah woes 
upon every thing they fay or do. © « Charity in- 
eth no Evil.“ Moreover, whom. we love, we always 
endeavour jo repreſent as fair and lovely as we en 
to others. Ic bearcth all things, believeth all things, 
. all things, endureth an things,” for the Good of ' 


bour ; it covereth and concealeth every lurk- 

ing af pn and is induſtrious to hide from others what. © 
n in the Perſon beloved. = = conſe. . 
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836. Raſh ces . „ 
quently requires Denen de before be entertains 8 
Thought to his Projedice; demands a full Hearing 
| before he will judge, and does not paſs Sentence before 

Examination. He rejoiceth not when his Neigh-. 
| bour's Foot fippeth , nar _—_— ps © 
ham.” PP. | 

OO $t..Paul eee lr Poul Bhaes af of Viewer, 

. St. Auſtin, that Love is the moſt comprebenfive Virtue ; for *Cha- 
rity ſuffereth long,” then i is Meekneſs ; - « its kind, then it is 
_ Courteſy ; - , eavies not,” and then it is Peaceableneſs ; - it yaunts 
not itſelf,” and ſo it is Modeſty ; **it is not puffed up, does not be · 
base itſelf uaſemly,” and ie is called Decency ; - © ſecketh got her 
own,” and then it is Publick-ſpiritedoeſs ; - « beareth all things,” & 
then it is Chrifian Fortigltude j 4 believeth all things,” and fo it is 
Faith; - * hopeth all things,” and fo it is Aſfurance: - * endures all 
things,” and thea it is Magnanimity ; - © it never fails,” and fo it is 
| Perleverance; - It purifies more than the Flames of Martyrdom ; - it 
ealightens mare than all Reading, and all Contemplation, & it makes 
a Man a Chriſtian : while Knowledge and Miracles , only , make him 
2 Prodigy. In a Word, It is all the Philoſopby, and all Religion ; & 
he Alone truly knows how to live, who knows how to love. 

wn isable to deſcribe the Beauties of Holy Love?” (mays St. 

Clement) The Height to which it carries us is unſearchable ; it anites 
; us to God, and covers a Multitude of Sins , it is the Bond of Union, 
- and the Bane of Schiſm, How extenfive is this Virtue l & how fruit- 
ful of Bleſſinge to Mankind l Tt drives from the Heart of Man , Pride, 
Hatred, and Eney ; Impatience and Anger; Animoſities, Sur 
pirions., and Jealoufies. It places, in the R them, the Love of 
Truth and Juſtice , Integrity, Equiy en Moderation j indnow & 
| Forhearance, Candour and Condeſcenfian ; a coureous Diſpoſition, & 
| 2 decent and oblidging Behaviour : Religion , by this Means, by this 
_ excellent and comprehenſive Virtue, ſecuring the good Order , and 
Pede, e e ee Len bs 6 ey D 
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3 u., is commonly | 


&; lde ay What the Agent's ay 


eden might be, That they rarely cither know, 


* conſider, or care. And when they do happen to hit 
upon ſuch Points , ie, 
| Faulu, they e fay den making fir (and ed 
miſſrepreſent them; wenig che Ness Weg 
the Blame, and aggravating the Charge, beyond a 
Bounds of Sabriety and Truth. In ſhort, without re- 
© garding either Evidence or Equity, their uſual Prac- 
7E and 

"The notorious Tnjultie? af We Pete hikes : 
e They ſhew themſel ves ſufficiently in their 
en naked Colours. . However, it may be proper to 
_ add, mat if hey, who ate addicted to ſueh a Practice, 


- Earmatt; or will not, Tee he Iniquit of it ; yet they” en 


feel it, when comes home upon themſelves. What- 


ever falle or groundieſs Reflections, are thrown upon 
chem, they are ſure to complain in their Turn, and as 
| loudly as any. = As bad as we are, we all wiſh: tobe! 
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more baſe and diſhonourable , is, that ſuch Cenſures 
are uſually thrown out behind Men's Backs; and vent- : 
ed only, for the moſt Fart, in cloſe Communications, - 
and private Scandal: and that, in dire& Oppoſition to 
mme Law of God, whichdenguncesa Curſe againſt him 
5 N e, e Ser en . Ad; 1 
5 1 Property : we his Pre. 
ae * I ARR es ad 
2 ed Property, till it be really forfeited. 
„ This ircumiance cannot but be a great Aggras- 
: . bett Crime ve are ſpeaking of. . 
SE - The auacking a. Max's dente inthe Dark i he 
- the Abſcur make, yah know macbing-a0 all of the 
_ Charge that is brought againſt them? (“) They are 
. | tried and ſentenced , without being heard, or even ha- 
ung a Poſſibility to offer any ching in their own Vin- 
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Firſt, Ihe fare Sign of an evil Heat; which wit 
þetray us into Exror: Candour is inſeperable from 
Goodneſs , - A good. Heart is not ſuſpicious. He 
that does no III, will therefore think none. en 
beral Man deviſeth liberal thing. - 
= Wor the Mind de es foe Ges Uu 


and Biaſs, it might avail itſelf to more Advantage of 
the ſcanty Knowledge which it pofleſſes. = But, this is 


ſo far from being the Caſe, that on every Side we are 


incumbered with Prejudices and warped by Paſſions, 


which exert their Influence in nothing more than in 
leading us to think Evil of others. At all Times we 
ere juſtly ſaid to © ſee thro 4. Glaſi, darkly;” but Paſ- 
ſion and Prejudice, lookingthro a Glaſs which diſtorts' 
| the Form of the Objects, make us alſo ſee falſely,; 


Pride is hurt & wounded by every Excellence in which. 


it can claim no Share; and from Eagerneſs to diſcover 
a Blemiſh, reſts upon the {lighteſt Appearance of one, 
as a ſatisfying Proof. — Where Rivalry and Competi · . 
tion concur with Pride, our Deſite to eſpy Defefts in- 
creaſes, and, by Conſequence, the Gracia Cenſure 
Ultiply. | 
2 Wh e Oppolition of Intereſts takes 1 d. 5 
ben to much Influence i TOM! the 9 of 
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many. e hen none of theſe. 8 
the inward Conſciouſneſs of Depravity is ſufficient to 

125 {che Mina, eee e | 
Wende ſhall a Man fo readily draw his Opinion 

| of Men, as from that hender with which he is ver 
acquainted, becauſe it is his own ? () a Perſon of low 

| and baſe Mind, naturally imputes 0 others the Senti- 
ments which he finds congenial to himſelf, and is in- 
credulous of every Excellency which to him is totally 
unknown. He enjoys, beſides, Conſolation 1 in the 
: | Thought that others- are no better than himſelf; that 
© bis Weakneſſes and Crimes are thoſe of ALL Men; LE 
and that ſuck as appear moſt diſtinguiſhed for Virtue | ſol 
paoſſeſi no real Superiority, except greater Dexterity ſift 
1 in concealing their Vices, Soothing themſelves with ther 
this Doctrine, in ſecret, too many foſter and ſtrengthen 0 
dee bad Opinion which they entertain of all Mankind, || fun 
Nah if ever, have we ground to think well of that. IN Tix 
M Heart, whois, on every Occaſion, given to to 0 
; ona coma: e degra, allo 
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me Folly of ns len : Tf chere was no- 


in i6 Uta oily cls, Fiz] that While" we buſy | 
d vurſedves in prynag its the Behaviour of others, and 
| I paſlingour Judgnicur por them, we neglect Our own 
Buſineſs, ( s e mut needs do; This alone would 
be Folly enough. He that'is truly viſe, is wiſe for 
himſelf,” {as Solomon obſerves : ) True Wifdom ſhews 

fel in being moſt concerned about things which are 
moſt neceſſary to us; andd it is no Charity to do even 
Kindneſs to Strangers, when it is to the great Hun ok 

ourſdves, and thoſe whom we are in 3 ellas, 
e i provide for. — But, „ 


The Practice of cenſuring others is a andy greater, 
10 ance of Folly than This; for, in ſpending Time to 
ſift out our Neighbour's Faults, we do not deſign, a. 
Ger do ve really do them any Good, but Wrong. 
Not only therefore Folly , but Sin alſo, on this. 
urth ee hear e ee 
Time which was given us for other Purpoſes, not only 
roma ried enen, 
5 "O) A N.. due dee by. bing iqnret of ltr, 


Tout ights ! bat he that does not artend to his own. , win certainly bo 
dfippei inted. — What A Deal of Time and Eaſe doth that Man Bain, A 


who i is not troubled with the Spirit of Curioſity 4 who lets his Neigb- 
bour's Tho bes and AdQons alone, confines his Inſpections to him 
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„% we 
rie Follyof „ 
from the Conſideration of the, Miſchiefs which will 
from thence ariſe to ourſelves ; for, it is a great In- 
ſtance of Folly 10 labour in vain, and to take a great 

Deal of Time and Pains to no good Purpoſe; but a 
| greater ſtill to do this, only in working Miſchief io 
ourſelves , in cauſing ourſelves to. be hated and evil- 
fſpoken-of by all who know us; and there is nothing 

EY: ich does more certainly produce theſe evil Effefts, 
chan the Practice of harſh Cenſuring our Neighbours; 

nothing more excites their Hamed againſt us than this z 

becauſe they look upon it, (and that indeed not with- 

out Reaſon,) as a certain Argument of our Hatred 

and II- win towards them. They are therefore natural- 

h induced, and even, as it were, authoriſed in their 

4 Peſence to requite us with the ſame; it ſeeming but 
VVV Juſtice that he who intends, or prattiſes Miſchief to 
_ others, ſhould him ſuffer the ſame ; which, in a 
5 Wy n F 
. 9 85 | i TD « Thou 
FOES Sos e e eve in aided; ee eh 
bir des, may naturally expect to be treated by them accordingly, . 


; | No Maa can pretend to keep a clear Character himſelf, who makes it 
| his Buſine's to blemiſh his Neighbour's. That Scandal which he deals. 
in, thoſe hard Reſlections which he caſts about him, will be ſure to re- 
coil ſooner or later and fall back upon his own Head, In a Word, 

. ; An il] Name is in Fact, and ever will be, the Fate of the Cenſorious. 
JV, in che Nature of the WW 
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n af Ke Vick of War mg Rene, 7 5 : 
from the unjuſt Suſpicions whigh Subjefts bad con- 2” „ 
_ ceived « of their Rulers; ; of the raſh Jealouſy. thick = FFF 
eee ba whereas, a Prince, 1 e 


rendered bindet fulpeBed, will do well.not to truſt them at all, 15 5 x, 5 1 Bet 
Os A Princeythat would beware of Plots, hould be : calous; 


K ene. Favours baue Advanced, than of t thoſe wi 
| pleiftare hab Sirohtented: theſe want the Means , the rar rea to. 
eehte their Delire'y and ArmVitioa'to 1 rule, is more vehement than_. 
ce fo rev verges.” An 'AﬀeRation of Popularity has often proved a, 
e e ry ho hare ot! 
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| Viewingia theſe... and. ſuch like, 


— of. Wane of Candour let 'every 


Nan tremble tothink-evil:raſbly-of his Brother. No 
Man can tell how far ſuch Thoaghts: may.carry him 
8 5 ER 8 5 „ Het . 6+ 3 . 12 7 3 in 
ofx 88 "ner, indeed, e e more 
ꝗę6„d!! CR of IS Þ tan ed Wong The 
che ron its DeſtruRtios, 

We read in Hiſtory, tha: molt Princes, who hare been in the Ar. 
preheaſfion of-Conſpiracies, have taken the Courſe to meet and prevent 
them by Puniſhment and Revenge; but we find very few-who have 
rtaped any. Advantage by this Proceeding : And whoever - fade him 
ſelf in this Danger , ought not to enpect much either tom bis Vagi- 
| latice'or Power : for, tiow burg a thing is it for n Man to lecur re bim 
ſelf from-an Enemy,/who lies concealed under the Countenance of the 
| malt officious Friend. e he and to diſcover and kaow the Wills 
and jnward Thoughts of thoſe, who are continually doing us Service! 
' And moreover, this e that makes a Prince je 
| otalithe World, wait of Neceſlizy be a ſtrange Torment to him, 


. As x Prince hould . g,over-dightly believe all den; de neither | 
| thould he for ſniall Cauigs« Nitcult er 
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. Tanzen Jealoubes, like the Conjugal — ae hand. 


' to be ſupprefied. Au popular Dil 
_— and they quickly 
c 0th arohtin.s pit Copy 

well and toes the mars, Wheo the Humours of the People ; 
cy Doane Policy ina Prince to glye them made. , 


vent, theis Spleen, .. He that turns the Humour hack, 
_ makes, 'the Wood bleed in cer ily, and. fills the Body with Maligaity. 
N e en the Wiſe z but there are but few of that Sort % 
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not fo. ue all all Times... Paſſion. governs almaf al. 
always, ._ We ſee ſee moſt, things carried on by »- 
2 148d, and all Tack ; 
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„ | 3 Rig, that of Eee 60g 
ddr elzgible to expole ourſelves to occaſional Diſad- 
„„ vantage from thinking ioo. well of others, than to ſuf. 


der continual Miſery by: thinking always ill of them 
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BB „ 
e mut. Safety is. purchaſed at 100 dear à R 
„ 8 when, in Order 10 ſecure it, we are oblidged to be al- 


_ ways clad in Armour, and to live in perpetual Hoſti- 


w * * 
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OE % wich our Fellow-reatures for the Sake of Peace. 
| Thisis, for the Sake of livi = bg arent 3 


. 
The Man of Candour enjoys his Situation, 
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mes the Charaften e e the moſt i 
- vourable Light be dell & Eaſe in Sete. 
= Ho . Whereas the e Man, baving his Ir 
90 ocking” Forms f human' 
* Deceit, 1 „ diſcerns no Ob. 


bur what” fn him with Dread and Terror. 
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Duties of Life. Freon) Fork CE 
We need noe ſpend Tine 10: ſhow that theſe hold $7 


| Nuupenſity 10:4 tkink- evil of others 3 


ent ERG. n 5 


a5 . 


obs which the Spirit of a naar 
ery of the Wicked: © 
They ſhall have no: Fesce-e They: Gall be 


2 2 ng, © > $22 
8 3; 2 3 7 1 \ 


like the troubled: Sea, when it cannot reſt.” The 
Lord ſhall give them a trembling Heart, and failing 
el Eyes, and Sorrow of Mind:” = «They ſhall fear 


Day and Night, and have no Affurance of Heat? 


From theſe Confiderations , te naturally add „(as 


« further il Effect af the Vice desen u) Gat i with 
holds us from the PE e chang b 


aveiy lich Rank is de Ghaiſtida Syſcax, The Ee 


comium which the Apoſtle in this Chapter beſtows/ 
upon Charity, is alone ſufficient to prove it. He 


places this Grace at the Head of all the Gifts and Ea. 


dens which can be poſſeſſed by Man; and aſſures | 
us, that & tha we had all Faith, ſ@ that we eould re 
move Mountains,” yet if we be deſtitute of Charity, 


.it vil profu us nothing“ Accordingly, - Loves 


Gentlenefs, Meekneſs, and Long-ſuffering,” are enu- | 


merated as diſtinguiſhing . Fruits of the Spirit, or 
Gad and of Chriſl.— But, it is impoſſible for ſuch 
Virtues as theſe to find-place ina Breaſt, where” the 
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uck Sphere, harſh, jealo! 
Capacity, ſeditious and turbulent, prone to impute 
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cee eee Men ure ch 


neceſſary Introduction to all Good-will and Kindneſs. 
They form, (if we may fo ſpeak,) the only Climate 


where Love can grdu- up R flouriſn. A enter 


Temper checks, in the Bud, every kind Affection. 
It hardens the Heart, and eſtranges Man from Man: 


What Friendſhip or Gratitude can flow. mW 
who dieus all our CoiiduR with diſtruſtful Eyes? 


As a Companion, he will be ſevere ind ſatirical; 


2s a Friend, captious and dangerous; - in his domeſ- 
ous and iraſcible; = in his civil 


the- Conduct of his Superiorũ to improper Motives, 


and upon e d to I their 
Conduct. Ae 5 
185 "She Canarary 6f Weste bee peel from a es- 
did Temper. Whatever is amiable- in Manners, or 


uponit. -. Geatleneſs,' Humanity, & Compaſſion flow 
from it,/as from their native Spring, Open & chearful 


a „eit diffuſes Cheerfulneſs and Good-humour + 


er all who are under, its Influence. It is the chief 


Z 5 of mutual. Confidence , and Union among 
Men Ii connects Humanity with Piety. For, He 


vo is. not given-tothink Evil of his Fellow-creatufs, / 


. Dog ado Os en of his: 


ee „ Lbs Ae ; Creator, 
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ine Wee di ik Fain of Nuh which 
renders us jealous and unjuſt 5 | 
aue ws 6 be chats ani ip ious | ds God 


' There is, indecd; 4 pekte 1 | That" . 
de Vice befott ns; pecu dar Hl, beyond wha ot 
Cinarily auends other Crimes. CET ns 

It poſſeſſes this unhappy Diltinflion beyonit the 


ether Failings of the human Heart , that while it im- 8 
pels Men to violent Deeds, it juſtifies, to, their own, 1 


Apprehenlion, the Exceſſes which they commit. q.. 

Amidſt the Conflia of other evil Paſſions, Con- 
bicice aft as a reſtraining Power: as ſoon as the; 
Tumult ſubſides, Remorſe, exerts its Influence „and 
renders the Sinner ſenſible of the Evil which he has 
done. But the uncharitable Man is unfortunately 
under no. ſuch Control.  Thro'. the Infatuation of 
Prejudice, his Judgment is perverted ; Conſcience is = - 
miſled : Land the Light within Ns is turned i into 
Darknefs” - Fo or, viewing the Objeas of his Dif. 
pleaſure : as evi Men, he thinks himſelf entitled 1 to give, 
fol Vent t to his Diſlike ; and i in committirig the moſt 
inhuman i Aftions , may ſometimes imagine that he i is 
thereby « doing God good Service.” — ee A 

"The worlt Conſideration of all, i is, chat there i is no- 


thing 1 hich Epo ofes Men in a more direkt 0 Manner — 0 1 
vets Sem. ox. 8 | be 


by : 
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We infift not now 3 . 
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Divine Wrath againſt Malice and Hatred. Let us 


only conſider..undes What particular Deſcription de 
2 of God, brings this Crime of unchari 

It r 8 "Ke ook the "ig 
a FC; to whom alone it belongs. to ſearch 
all Hearts, and to determine concerning all Charafters. 
This Privilege he often appropriates to Himſelf, on 
Purpoſe to reſtrain the Raſhneſs of Cenſure among 
Men; requiring us io leave che Judging of others to 
Him, and to attend to our own Buſineſs and Duty. 
Who art thou that judgeſt another Man's Servant 
To his own Maſter, be ſtandech or-fatleth.” & judge 


vothing therefore before the Time; until the Lord 
F 


It deſerves a our we ſerious Attention, that, i in fever 
ral Paſſages of Scripture , "the great Judge | of the 


| 1 repreſented, at the Day of final Retribution, 


as proceeding upon this Principle, of rendering to Men 
e to the Manner in which they have afted 
towards their Brethren, = 6& With the Merciful , Thou 
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i en ykelf merciful ; ; and wh the Frownndy, 
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: Thu wilt ſhe thyſelf froward.”- And; « with what | 


Judgment ye judge; ye ſhall be judged.” It is im. 
poſſible to forin an Aigtaent of mer Fores than thi 


10 keſttain all Severity of Judgment athotig ſuch s 
Look forward ts che Tribünal of G6d. © The Argu- 


f ment indeed extends hot fo far, #50 repreſent our AE. 


eeptanee with the Deity io fon e upon 
the Candour which ve men in fo g our Senti- 15 | 
ments of others. 7 


We know that 8 Oräces, bets has : 
requilite in Ortler to fit us for Heaven; and thi | 
without Piety towards God, and Faith in the Lord 


eſus Chriſt, all our Charity to Men will be found | 
efettive and BE == This we know alſo, that i in the 


Heart that is deſtitute of "Fairneſs and Candout , the 
Spirit of Gd certainly dwells not; and that whatever” 
Appearances of Religion the uncharitable Man ma | 
alfume, 0 on bim the Sovereign of the Univerſe looks, - 


with no Favour, BE ns 
ts TRG 1. who art a W full of Frailties „ 


fandeſt in Need, not merely of impartiality in 00 


divifie Judge, but 6f Indulgenèe and Merey ;= Thou, 


who'dmploreſt daily this Mercy from Him dare 
« Proceed to judge without Candour of thy Bre2 
Ken, au open the 7 5 Grounds to ' reprobats 
a "Neri. CXEVI, e 


a [Raf Cre, he: 
what other Name cat. ve call thee ?) Vain ave al thy 


Pretences to Piety. -Inc<ffeQual is every Plea ou 


canſt form for Mercy from Heaven. The Precedent 
which thou haſt eſtabliſhed againſt thyſdl is deciſive. 


Thou haſt diQated the Sentence of thine own Con- 


demnation, who art equally guilty of many Sina. 


Not that he will judge them unjullly , becauſe they 
have judged others ſo; but that he will treat rigorouſly 
or gently , ſeverely or mercifully , according to the 


Manner in which they have treated their Fellow-crea- 
urea. The great Governor of the World will, not 
+ Judgments be ever fo unrighteous, es Poe. 
tons exer ſo great. But for That very Reaſon, and 


on That very Account, he may, and will, have regard 


| de foregoing Rule, the e of ved s pavers 


ſally perceived and acknowledged. 


4 Judge not then, that ye be not judged; 7 nay 
nat, that ye be not condemned; for what Meaſure ye 


meet, it ſhall be meaſured aye og ee 
Means eſcape the juſt Judgment of God.” · 


Onthe Whole, — It clearly appears ids Part, 
| Te Government of Temper deſerves: Attention 
more, than to. keep our Minds pure from uncharitable 
| Prejudices, and open to Candour and Humanity i ” 
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= and 1101 Society, flow from the oppolie 
— renevoraging an'Fldblt of Supe f 
on, by forming :too ſovere . coticern- 
ing Human Nature in) general. 
A great Proportion ef Emig und Corraythny, 
hs doubileſs, adheres to it; yet it is tempered alſo with 
y various Mixtures'of Virtue and good Affection. 
2 
2 


8 . off th 8 be <-- 


- Darkened as the Divine Image now is aàmöng 
Mankind, it is yet not wholly effaced. Much Piet 


ot e b e wee e 
a- Vice is glaring cat loc The Crimes of FR 

ad Wicked are publiſhed in the World, and ſpread a 
d BN general Alarm; whereas true Worth is retired and 

2 modeſt, and requires n Situations to bring i it | 


forth in Public. 15 
The Prophet Elijah, in a Time of prevailing Cor © 
ruption , imagined that all true Religion had forſaken - 52 
me Land; ( I, even I only,” {ſaid he to the Lock | 

« am left to ſerve thee,” But the Almighty, who di 
cerned what was concealed from his imperſect View, 
replied, . yet have 1 left me ſeven thouſand Men 
Iſrael who have not bowed the K nee to BAA.“ 
The Aged, and the Unfortunate, who have wiled” | 
| ds gn trade Life with long Experience of the 
__ "Seem. CXCVI. FPoalſchood 
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| Falſchood and Fraud of evil Men, are apt to be the 
moſt ſevere in the Opinions which they entertain of 
others. For ſuch, their Circumſtances may be al- 


lowed to farm ſome Degree of Apology.” 1 


But if, in Youih and Proſperity, the ſame hard ſuf. 


picious Spirit... prevails: If they, who- are beginning 
| the Career of Life: ſet out with all the Scruples of 
Diſtruſt; if, before they have had Reaſon to 
plain of the World, they betray the Diffidence of a jea- 
tous, and the Malignity of a cenſorious Mind, ſad is 
the Preſage which may thence be drawn of their future 
; Diſhonour. From ſuch, we have nothing to look-for 
that ſhall be cither engaging in e 
uble in publck Charakter. 


Io Vouth it particularly belongs to be generous 
in Sentiment, candid in Opinion, undeſigning in Be- 
haviour, and open to the moſt favourable eee 


0 AQtions and Conduſt. 


' Throughout all the Stages of Life, 'Candour 7 


one of the moſt honourable Diſtinctions of the Hu- 


man Charatter ; — It is connected with Magnanimityz 
it i is juſtified by Wiſdom; and is ſuitable th Re- ö 


ion in which we ſtand to one another. 


* But, if Reaſon and Humanity be. -nſullicient <A 


"tals us from raſh and uncharitable Judgments, let 
3 l Denuaciation Pr m—_—_— in 2 


P10: Poco -er 2 


be 1 
3 FS 


Man d l. „ 


the 

| Ears 0 He ban have ee without Mercy 
85 bees Mer : mn 

a cli eee for the 4 
uf. Prevention and Cure of this vil Diſpoſition. — And, 


1 Firſt, The moſt ſure and effectual Means hereto, _ 
of | to be in Charity with all Men, and to & love que; - 
5 Neighbour as ourſelves;” which if we do, there will b 
KEE no Difficulty at all in forbearing all harſh Cenſures, _ 
is ainſt him? for, of itſelf, it naturally diſpoſeth ug. = 
— hereto. . Charity thinketh no EI; As “ Hatred 
2 ſtirreth up Strife ; ſo, (. oo dee wit Many, 

g hos covereth all Sinn,” - 

A Chriſtian therefore pF has any chariuble Sen- 

ts, ſuch as the Religion he profeſſes, is apt o 

ze. infpire, towards his Neighbaur, will be fo far from 

_ thinking himſelf at Liberty to defame him by Words, 

1 2 he will not eaſily admit a Thought, which tends 

is Diſadvantage. It is inthe ſame Senſe, (vith the 1 


Words of St. Peter. « Charity ſhall cover a Multi- 
tude of Sins, LE. gs Men have the true Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, and love one another as they ought to do, 
they 1 will be inclined, « if any one happen to be over- 


poſſible s bie it: choy will make all favourable Al. 
Kdwances for the Frailties and Deſefs of Human Ne- . 
Lem. e FCC 


# I 


Apoſtle before us,) chat we are to underſtand the, e 


Gen in a Fault,” to palliate and excuſe it, and 1? 


G 


* . | Ras eee 

: > olive all things, L de. 
| Where any Perſon has the Share in our good Eſteem 
and Affedions which Chriſtians requires and ſuppo- 
es, we ſhall be ſo far from taking a Pleaſure in reflec- 

| ung upon his Milcarriages , or in hearing them-reflec< 
ted upon by others, that we ſhall be averſe to believe 
them ; or, at feaſt; With as much OO e 
anden „„ | 


; Another moſt excellent Means hereto is Bey 

to call to Mind the Miſtakes we have already” com- 

| mittcd in our Jugdments of others; (*) For when we 

conſider that we have often Already been deceived, and 

- have many Times, through Rafhneſs and Precipitan- 

cy, condemned thoſe whom afterwards we have ſeen 

Cauſe to acquit, This will make us more cautious for 

tte future, and perſuade us to take more Time to con 

" fider things, and never Ws Rte Jodie, 
1 8 5 un we are ſure that we underſtand the Caſe fully. 

8 - Laſtly, Let us frequently and feriouſly tene om 

85 5 FFC 

5 © Twoſe that make 3 Sn of us, without we acquain- 

75 - ted with vs, do not wrong us in the leaſt ; It is not as they condemng 

WE: 1 but an imaginary Chimera uf their own making. — Be not cenſorious,. 
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v berchom, we may cally, learn from, dhe Conte, 


aſe of the une Woman, where the Accuſera 


being convifted by their own Conſcience, ien ou . 
One by.Ons, beginning he; Sch, ee he 1 


Laſt, till Jeſas and the Woman were leſt alone. 
This would be a general Conſequence of Men' . 


reflefing as they ought upon themſelves, and exami- 
ning their own Behaviour ; for being by a juſt Sight) | 
and Senſe of aur own manifold Sins made humble 
and lowly i in our own Conceits, we ſhall ſee: that it 5 
does by no Means become us, who are Sinners, io SEX 


take upon us to cenſure others, who perhaps are leſs. 


vile; ; eſpecially as we muſt ere long appear before the | 
fodgwcat fer of God, to give an Account of our. 
own Actions, and where we have but too much. Rea 
fon to expett to be dealt with ourſelves , according ta. 


* Manues of our Behaviour to others, and to have 
| FOES « Judgnent : 


0 wid. eng e well inform dete Pegple' irregular Ap= 


petites, as a At.! Reſſection upgn our own, If we look into our own 
Breaits , we ſhall there find the Seeds of all; thoſe vicious Sentiments 
vith which, ws 


TIN” may ſtil, by e s . | ES 


cenſure othery : and altbo*-theſe may notſpying into 
N _7 . 
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of that. Deciſion given by. our. Saviour in ha 


F A tr ⁵ m 44 ae 
CY * * " 2 3 * 1 2 a 2 7 = 
— — — — — — * 


. — — — 


— 
n 1 


ome 


- 
= — 


r 


A 
- 
„ pens — w my, 
. * 


a Mike 


$ — — — 4— il ( 2 tt 
—ͤ—ũ—6 ———— —ä eee a e , 
5 - 
< Py 
. a * 
„ 


— 


Judgment paſſed upon us without Mercy , w 


. ourſelves, have ſhewed no Mercy.” () 


<< fk MEE tes eee con- 


demn not, that ye be not condemned; for we muſt 


the Eye of Enmity ſhall be blind to thy ImperfeQtions. 
Attribute not the good Actions of another to bad 


World will know by This that thine is full of Envy. 
e 6 Suſpet not Evil in any one until thou ſeeſt it, 


all appear before che Judgment · ſeat of Chriſt, and with 


it * will be meaſured to us again.” 


Be willing, therefore, to commend, and be fore 


to cenſure, ſo ſhall Praiſe be upon thy Virtues , and 
Cauſes; thou canft not know his Heart, but the 


neither miſtruſt without Reaſon ; it is uncharitable. 


- - 6 Condemn not the Judgment of another, becauſe 
it differech from thine ; may not Even Both be in an 


- Error 7 (0) 


be Jike unto thyſelf. 5 Thou 
LY To judge with Candour, and wo a no wrong, 
wer | The feeble to ſupport agaiiift the Strong z 
= wn To ſooth the wretched, and the poor to feed, 
4 2 Will cover many an idle, foolih Deed. 
0. 1 Pet. iv. 8. compared with REN. vi. 875 0 
W a bor Note che 


d le 
Goodneſs, and therefore ——— thy Neighbour to 


the ſame Meaſure that we mete withal” N e 


* 
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«Thou endeavoureſ to depreciate thoſe that excel- 
Doings. 
Thou lieſt on the Watch to meditate 


but the | 
art curſed in e Thoughts of thine own Heart,” 
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| Prox. XXIV. 9· « The Thought of Fooliſhnels i is 
« Sin,” 
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deſerves greater Regard than that contained in the 


Text; its Importance however, is too ſeldom perceived 
by the Generality of Men. They are apt to conſider 
the Regulation of external Conduct as the chief Ob- 


jet of Religion. If they can at their Part with 


Decene y, and maintain a fair Charakter, they con- 

ceive their Duty to be fulfilled. = What paſſes in the 

main Time wflithin their Mind, they ſuppoſe to be of 

)))) 
1 


In Oppoſition to this dangerous Plan of Morality 
the Wiſe Man aſſerts, that even „The Thought of 


Fooliſhneſs is Sin.” — Accordingly, _ | 
' Having ſpoken of the Evil of Cenſoriouſneſs , and I 
the unfair I of the Words and 2 44 


Among che many wiſe Counſels and Aﬀertions 
given by this inſpired Writer, there is none which 
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| Nawrwof 6x2 Thoughts, 363 
N — 1 ſhally (as that Vice ariſes fr om he 
Evil of our Minds,) exideavout here ths Regulation of 
our Thoughts, not in ReſpeQ indeed ſingularly to the 
Vice already mentioned, but atlarge ; as comprehend, 
u ing and guarding againſt all evil Thoughts whatever. 
The Thoughtof Footiſhnels is Sn. 
| There ate few Perſons fo wicked, bus they eridea- 
our ot lat to put on Air of Virtue and Innocence, | 
and ts keep their Sins as private as they can. „ 
| But though, by this Means, they may for 4 Tims 
1 upon others, or perhaps upon themſeſves; yet 
while the Bent of their Hearts is turned towards Sinn 
and they are under the Power of any vicious reigning” 
Inclination, though out of any prudential Motives 
they are reſtrained from the outward Act of Sin, the- 
Guilt of it notwithſtanding will be charged upon their 
Conſciences 3 for, in che Judgment of God, and in- 
F | deed, in che very Reaſon of the thing, whem we conſi- 85 
den Man as a moral and ee, the "RE 
nme . 5 . 
7 5  Indifourfing further on the Words, I tially FE Es: 
: ' Fiſt, Enquire what is their particular 1 | * Res 
and Meaning ; uind the ſeveral Reaſons of the Sins. 8 
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— Tbe ee ve are under, rightly to 
regulate them ; and bow far our Power reaches herein. 


rg ee eee 
1 Fit, Let us enquire what is meant by «the 


A 


Though: of Foolifhnet”: = and the Sinfulneſs of i | by 

- Folly and Sin are Terms promiſcuouſly uſed in i Peni 

Scripture to lingify one and the ſame thing, fo that | 49: 

« the Thought of Fooliſhneſs” may in general import I #97 

any ſuch Thought as hath Sin, or ſome ſinful Action due 

- for its Objekt; but then it is plain, that in this large I Rep 

= _ - Senſe of the Word, every ſuch Thought ſhall not de- I the: 
i Foes _ - nominate a Man a Sinner, or be charged upon him as baſe, 
3 criminal. And therefore to prevent Miſtakes, before ¶ dhe c 
ve proceed to ſhew poſitively what is meant by a I theſe 

il « Thought of Fooliſhneſfs,” it may not be improper to | from 


8 


. e Ins ee 
| Bi ons os temps eee 
|  vating Circumſtances of any Sin in particular; = when 
ve would repreſent to ourſelves, or others, the Danger 
or Deformity of Vice in its proper Colours. Such 
Tuoughts, as they are ſimple Abts of the Underſtand- 
55 „ Uü—U—U—! Hy Re 
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by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, to continue in a ſinſul im- 


9 


— 2 35 5 
Will; are ſo far from being ſinful, that they ſometimes; 
beconte Mauer of-ſtrift Duty : eſpecially/ ia Penizents,. 
and thoſe. whoſe. peculiar, Office it, is. 0 dire the: 


Copſriengce, of den e eee Red 


7 


The 5 true Reaſon why- Men. are. Holi enſuared, 


1424 


penitent State, is, chat they have not 4 their Under-, 

Randings exerciſed 10 diſcern both, Good and Evil; 2 
for would they fer. the Evil of Sin before them in a, 
true Light , and conſider it as the great Scandal and, 
Reproach of Human Nature, and the Cauſe of all 

other Evil and Diforders in the; World, as the moſt 7 
baſe, and mean; and- ſhameful thing Man can do, and. | 

the only thing; provoking to God; ſuch Reflections as 
theſe. could not but lay many nme 
from ſinſul and irregular Courſes, . 1 0 TR 
Tbe Theory therefore of Sin abſtrafting from ali 
Monions of the Will towards it, is not 4 the Thought 
af Fodliſhacſs,” here condemned as ſinful. Indeed 


the Threats ef God in Seriptre againſt particular, = 


Sins, and. his Expoſtulations with Sinners, ſuppoſe; 
that the Knowledge of Sin in its ſeveral Kinds and, 
Degrees is conſiſtent with the. infinite Purity and Per- 
ſeftion of his Nature, So that when it is ſaid, He 
of purer Eyre than j0-bebold Jnigyiy 2 the Woody 
chr * ä Ed import 


= 
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iraport tiviore than that be.cancve or Sin with Com- ; 
Pplaceney or Approbation: But be ſees it, which the 


Sinner will one Day feel, as Sin, (ie) as the Object 


| of his juſt Wrath and Vengeance; For his Eyes 


are upon all our Ways, they are not hid from him, 


| neither i is our Imiquity undiſcerned.” 1 


And yet, we do not hereby encourage ſuch a e 


noſity in the Search after Sin, tho' in pure Point of 
Speculation , for which ſome have been july con- 


demned : For tho' they are very Ingenious in putting 
| inary Caſes, yet it may be really 


5 queſtioned whether fiich a Method does not lometimes 
tend more to defile the Imagination, than to inſorm 


| the Judgment of the Reader. The beſt Uſe chat can 
be made of ſuck Diſquiſitions, is, to ſhew bow far a 


1 Man may be a Li 
when we conſider what thin Partitions divide the 
Bounds of Virtus and Vice, and how eaſy; how in- 
ſenfible., in a Manner, the Tranſition is from the one 

ts the other, certainly it concerns us rather to keep: 
at a "Diſtance from the imminent Danger, than to 

_ atizuſe- ourſelves with curious RP + eee 

may polhbly ge with Safety. * 
But the Lede k in when Aus 
Finagination too free à Scope in ſtating Caſes of Con · 
' Hence, Rl inte the Hands of vicious or ildifpoſed! 
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: without being a Sinner; but 
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Fur own (*) upon them, & That the looſe Writings © = 
ol the prophane Poets ate dull Tutors to' Luſt, cm- 
pared with ſome of their authorized Toms. 
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Nawureof evil Thoughts, 5 


Perſons, they ſerve many Times to excite or infliye 
ddt Paitions thay pictind to regulate 3 Which out- 
fioned this juſt Cenſure of an excellent Caſuiſt of 


* 


2dy, Neither are we to underſtand by the Thought 


of Fooliſhneſs, which is here condemned as ſinful; # + 

Thought of ſudden and tranſient Inclination wands 

Sin, which ariſes in our Minds before we are awarey - 
"wick; as ſoon as we can en ROE AE: 


| endeavour t fl, or ren. „ 


And the Reaſon of this is, that ſuch 1 Thoughts ar : 


1 — „ and without any previous Conſent of 
che Will; indeed tho ve ſtrive never ſo much to 
 hake' them olf, they will till preſs upon us, af 
watch every N to ee, e 8 
apon us. — = Now ... „ 


© The Atty e de ders pre C N 


4 Evil, han they are done out of Choice; when we 
do any thing without willing or deſigning it, i it is the 
| Machine, it is the Animal, that moves, and not the 


Man that acts. And therefore in all ſuch Caſes; the 


; Man cannot properly be called a teafonable Agent of | 
3 4 e Virtucu or Vicks fois whit 8 
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| Government of our — 


does. Tus Principle of the Liberty of Human Ac- 
tions, is the Foundation of all Laws, ae 


wards and Puniſhments. But then, 


8 The Reaſon holds as well with ReſpeR to thoſe firſt; 
and involuntary Motions of the Mind, as to thoſe na- 
_ tural Actions of the Body, to which the Will does not 


formally concur : indeed, we ſhall be ſo far from be- 


ing condemned ſor thoſe Thoughts of ſudden Incurſi- 
on, which ſtart ap in our Minds, without, or againſt 
dur Conſent, that they afford us proper Opportunities 
for che Exerciſe of our Virtue, and for the recommen- 
ding ourſelves to the Favour of God, by making a'Sa- 


crifice of our irregular Inclinations, fo ſoon as we ap. 


: prehend them to be fo. 


Meere it not for thoſe 8 Appetites that God 
bas given us to ſuch Objefts, as are grateful & agree- 


Able to them, it is not caly to conceive how we could 
be under any. Circumſtances of Temptation ; and 


therefore, if it be no Sin, (as is evident from the Imma- 


culate and Holy Jeſus,) to be tempted ; then ſuch 
Laclinations as naturally and inſenſibly ariſe in our 


Minds towards any agreeable , tho forbidden Objekt, 


=; vill not, if we forthwith extlearour 2 to 9 them, 


be charged upon us as ſinful. | 


And yet we own, * the Thought of Fooliſhnef* | 
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Temptation, by er uling our natural Liberty fot an 
Occaſion. of the Fleſh; (i.e) when we indulge our 


Appetites in every thing, which we apprehend to be 
ſumply, and in its own Nature lawful, without any Re- 


gard to the Meaſures of Expediency, or examining as 
ve ought whether ſuch an Indulgence may not tend® 
_ to: heighten, the Motions of Concupiſcence, to take” 

our Minds off from heavenly and religious Conſide: . 

rations, and make us have leſs Taſte or Reliſh of 


them, and thereby lay us more open to the Impreſſi- 
ons of evil Thoughts, The Guilt of ſuch Thoughts 


vill certainly be charged upon us, in cha as + 
we. miniſter to the Oecaſion of them. 


arT Serm. cxkcVII. „„ 


359 
fore Caſcs fnfula ; as where we do not carefully ibid 
ſuch Occaſions: which are apt to excite any ſinful 
Thoughts in our Minds; eſpecially, where: we negle@ 
o fortify ourſelves according to the Means which Re- 
5 ligion preſcribes, [viz] of Prayer, and Self⸗denial, and 
Watchfulneſs, againſt all Temptations to the we 
Yeh more frequently, and « eaſily beſets . 3 
In dis Caſe, where, by the Grace Calais 
| our Power to prevent a Surpriſe, it is our owh Fault ; 
and we muſt anſwer for it, if we ſuffer ourſelves to be | 


overtaken by it. And further, we are more culpable 7 
ſtill, if we deſignedly put ourſelves in the Way of e 


* * 
„3 1 


emen 

But, above all; be Thoughts of Men ace Gaſt 8 
A Ri re, e 4 Le 
un has been long heated, or their Hearts cali by 
any criminal Exceſs or Diſorders ; or when they have 


applied their Minds to nothing [o much as the Arts 
of gratifying their Paffions and inflaming them to a 


|  - greater Height. As ſuch Thoughts proceed from an 
Habit of Sin, which the Sinner has wilfully contrated, 
and of which they are the natural Growth and Pro- 
duct, they cannot be properly called involuntary, and 
| _ therefore wi without Doubt, I CO: One 


as ſinful. 


Having Eg 2 8 that by, « the Thought of 


74h Fooliſhoels" which is here condemned as finful , we 
de Not to underſtand cither a Thought of pure Spe- 


-4 


_ culation; or in general, of a ſudden and tranſient In- 
curſion: We proceed in the next Place, (under this 
ä firſt Head of Inquiry,) to bew what we are to under 


fland by it; and ſhall diſcuſs this Hons under the 


nnn W u 
- 1ſt... Of a Thought „ etzt 


, Of formed and dir Intention. 
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1 The Ambitions hin, „ (for — pleaſes "= 3 
* N en e ath DIOU! «his Deſigns, . 
de bear, bow he will be.caurted, careſſed, and.admired ea 
b all chat know him; how be vill then be in a Con- . +l 
dition to inſult. and revenge himſelf upon all thoſe: who. „„ lnoagy, 
Rood. in his Way, and with what a becoming Air of oe gs 
7 Diſdain he will look back upon thoſe e I oy, 
Sim raſt 6 Dilance behind bi. » OE Se 9” 
== 2. The Min af Pane eee ages, 5 
2 ae Manner, with conceiving how he would revel _ 
min all the Delights of the Sons of Men, and what fine = 
1 Opportunities he would have of proving Mirth, f 
E | knowing Madneſs and Folly , of « walking in the 
T Ways of his Heart, and in the Sight of his Eyes,” _ . 
were be Maſter of a Fortune equal to his Deſires. | „„ 1 
x: >. "The Man of Violence and Injuſtice fays\ in his. £ 1 
L, nan, „d Bower aecoding 10 my Will how. 
51 _* might Texalt my ſeif againſt my Neighbour; and with 
Þ _ what Eaſe might 1 hunt him down, and devour him! „ 
5 How might 1 * oppreſs the poor righteous Man _— "oh 
. out a Cauſe, and without being obliged to give n 
c cher Reſon for oppreſſing him, than that 5 his 
„ Screaghieche Law of Juliet, forthat which is feeble i 
2 b found to be nothing worth.” — Again, Bee 
A 5 Tho-Man of he Rent, . „„ 
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1 Dongle. 


in Covetoulaeſs fink w agreeable daes 
fach Thoughts and Amuſements as theſe. . 
Could I propoſe ſuch Acquirement, or lay- by ac- 


cording to my Deſires, how cautious would I be that 


no Importunity of Friends, nor Cries of the Orphan, 


the Widow , or Fatherleſs; (i.e) that no Importunity 
whatever, whether of other People or my own, ſhould 
induce me to break- in upon it! What SatisfaQtion 
will it give me to take a Turn, now and then, to viſit 


| the Ark, wherein 1 have depoſited the God of this 
World! and ſometimes gratify my Eyes fo far, as to 
book upon it, and take a View of its Divinity!” | = 

| Such poſſibly, among others as ridiculous, may be 

the Thoughus of a covetous Wretch , who has no. 
5 . re 
tion which God has given him in this Life ; but ſeems 
; 'only to contrive how thoſe he deſigns to do good to 


4 may rejoice at his Death. (*) — Nou, 
ſeveral Kinds of Thoughts , 3 


ꝶJ6ꝛiwf. 


nuke a ſenſible Pleaſure in projecting what e 


| be ror ans E 


eee. 


do under ſuch and ſuch Circumſtances of Life, with- 
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. Jew" 1 
5 | GO) virtue „ * „ 
or principally,. in outward Acta, but in the Intentions and Diſpoſitions 

of the Mind, of which every Man's Conſcience is a Witneſs; for i de 


5 approves or reproactiee him, not according to the external Appear. 
ance of is Werks- but webring to the inward} A- and For © on on 
: poſes of his Heart, — Folunta off qud pecratur, Sets 55 „ 
All Sin confeſſedly conſiſting i in the Will, he tha e ec . N 
| miſſion of u wicked AMoi, en goitty betore God, who ferth in Se e 
eret, 28 if he had acchally committed the Fact, For what ſhould hin- N 

: der the Man who deliberately indulges fiaful Thoughts , from redug 

cing them to practice? It i is not the Fear of God for then he wo 

I not have given an uneontronled Looſe: to his Thoaghts, awed by Tü 
* Being. who is of too diſcerning Eyes not to behold the Impurity « of his - „ „„ 
= Herr, aud of too pure Eyes to behold it with Pleaſure, — No: ſe VVV 
=> was another Principle that reſtrained him, a Fear of what the World e 
; wopld ſay of him. A Conduct this, highly affroutive i · to be fool - har 
ö dy towards God, and a Coward towards Man ; to brave the almight « 
Ditpſedſers of 3h rar e ee 
5 — Evi), thervforny to comm 5 N ; 
5 chan 10 love it , and not lv frequently commit it: the Fermer argues 8 

8 Weaknefs of | Grace, but the Other the Corruption of Nature. | 
Fi { A'sirrdous Radi of kind, then, ie io abſolurely necelary t6/ 165 | no a 
WE Fen bh Whole of Lite , and beautify every particular Action ; to Fes 5 5 
5 over-balance and repel all the gilded Charme of Avarice, Pride, ana 
5 Sat. loteren; that a Mag defervediy ptocures the laſtnig'Epirhets of WD a 
BY, oh of Bed, as be appears. either to be ſwayed by, or regardleſs of it. 2 COD FT 

1 2 "Tee, Vol. vi. Page 4+ 3. Kc. « Keep thy Heact, therefore, with Tk 5 = 1 J 
<a alf Diligence » tar out: ome rag CS GR DAI 8 

Ws 5 e . ru. TN * ROS ts Bk 8 80 eee Te, . 5 ; 
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ut (if Eirſd; A this aun their Cauſs 
end Original; they procked/out of a Heart already 
corrupted, and in a State of Diſorder; A corrupt 
Tree bringeth forth evil Fruit:” ſo theſe evil 
Thoughts, which our Minds are moſt apt to run up- 
dn, proceed from ſome vicious Paſſion, or perhaps 
* preſumptuous Sin, which hath got the Dominion 
aver us; according to which Solomon hath wiſely 
obſerved, © that as'a Man'thinketh in his Heart, fois 
E (6c) cating in the ge Gurren, or pre- 
valling Courſe af a Man's Thoughts, he may be able 
10 form FFF 
Pies he is in with Reſpebt 10 Religion. (*) 
* Secondly , To give-way to ſuch vain and fooliſh | 
Thoagtns, is an Argument of a Mind very much 
eſtranged from God. — Did we love the Supreme 
Being as ve are commanded, . with all our Hearts, 
and with all our Minds” ve ſhould chiefly employ - 
_ eur Thoughts in ſuch Meditations as would bring us 
nearer to him, and not in ſuch as ſtill ſeparate us fur- 1 
e e n e ſuch an 
: bol 2 
+: eee 3 Inclinationsz 


their. Diſcourſe and Syeech is according to their Learning and infuſed 
+; but their Decds are as they have been accuttomed, Whas | 
86 ned in our "Hear ts. 25 18. leldom out of our Heads, — « Ag ah 4 1 
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Sin of evil Thoughts. © ; : 374 


poly 8 Temper of . 


able to the Purity and Perfection of his Nature, and 
not give Entertainment to ſuch Thoughts as defile the 
Mind, and render it carnal; a Temper which the Al 
poſile expreſily tells us «is Enmity to God.” 1 
Thirdly, Such impure and looſe Thoughts, when 


& they give us any ſenſible Pleaſure, are direttly con- 


trary to the Fruits of the Holy Spirit, to which, they 


are oppoſed. by the Apoſtle. « The Fleſh ,, (ays 

be,) luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the. Spirit againſt 
the Fleſh; and theſe are EY the e 
Other.” 5 gs 

And, indeed, i it is is impolithlic ws to conceive : aw thoſe, 
whoſe Minds are enlightened by the Spirit of God, 

and who have taſted of his heavenly Gift, ſhould de- 

| liberately admit any unholy or impure Thoughts, 

much leſs entertain them with Pleaſure and Com- 


Placency; for, «i they that are Chtiſts have crucified 


ber Fleſh, with the Affedtions and Luſts.” 


. ourtly, Such fooliſh and vain Tmnaginations ara 


FEW: UI, 


Scripture, which require u us to be heavenly and ſpirit- irit= 


ually minded, =to '« be renewed in the > 
Minde, — 10 purif our Hearts from all Filthineſs 
won of Fleſn and Spirit,” —and, in a Word, 


22 ant pray that we" enter ne not ns Tait 15 
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3 ſuppoſing - 
| them otherwiſe innocent, is to put ourſelves directly 


in the Way of Temptation, and that indeed moſt im- 
3 e, eee as 

- It in the Stae of the Heart which 125 
| moral Character. The Tenor of our Actions will 


_ always correſpond to the Diſpoſitions that prevail 
within; = To diflemble or to ſuppreſs them, is a fruit- 


b Attempt. = Tn Spite of our Efforts, they will per- 


petually break forth in our Behaviour. — © Make the 
Tree good, (as our Saviour direfts,) and then its Fruit 
3 for, & out of the Heart proceed 
dot ; only evil Thoughts , but Murders, Adulteries, 


ions, Theft, Falſe-witneſs, Btaſ phemies.” 1 

In vain therefore ſhall we ſtudy to preſerve our 
Hands clean, unleſs we reſolve at the ſame Time to. 
| Keepour Heart pure. If that Fountain be once cor- 
2 cannot 1 5 ſalubrious Streams to flow 


. F 
Von that | Importance of the Heart.to our moral 


* 


Truth, the State of the Heart irelf which forms our, 


, - Charatter ariſes. Independent of all Afiion, it is, in 
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jn hs Sigh of Gol. (*) With our Fellow- 


% 
— - 0 Fe 5 


0 The Divive . : Gin the Delivery of the 5 
ment,) atter having torbidden all actual Franſgreflion , proceeds to 


eee 1d prohibite in the ſame Tone af 


Authority, the very inward Ogſires of that which cannot jultly become 


ö 

; 

* 

* 

f 

f our on, as the more open and actual Violation itſelf, 

i} ' We find no ſuch Injunction » (it is conceived,) in the 3 

1 | ments of-/,yaurgus or Solow , in the Laws of the Twelve Tables, or the 
Inftitutes of the Rowan Emperor « Content with the Regulation of the 

” external Act, and the Impoſition of ſome Reſtraint on the Tongue, 

* they preſume not to proceed further; but decently and prudently ſtops 

— being arrived at the Extent of their Authority. 

1 N But the erer Lord has no Bounds Gt te bie Empire; which 

it both reaches throughout Infinity, and penetgates to the inmaſt Recet- 

| | ſes : his Dominion is exiverſal, and completes” „ He is above all, and 

* thro all, and in us all.“ The Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, 


9 | wake indeed the principal Subject of his InipeRion and Government : 


IF to deſii e, and wiſh only to be exempt from his Authority 5 1 N 


to have rebelled a int Him. 


£0 impoſe ſuch Reſtraints upon the Mind ; and controul fach Work- 


ings of the Soul A @hich are inviſible to 69 
* no bumen Tribuaalt 


If ne commit no Murder, but caly defre and Ss to 40 it ; « 
ve do not teal with our Handy; but covet only in our Hearts, the Poſ. 


be. the Witneſs ? Would it not be ſuprfiuous and trifliag to iſſue out 


de enecuted ? Fer What ia a. Law- without a SanQion-? or what are 
| both. theſe, where there can he no Proof of the Offence ? Would not 


” 
” . ” 
* 
'% 
* * 
E 


ile had need ta, a Diviae Law-giver, indeed, who takes upon him 


ons of our Neighbours 1 hat, (under the beft inftituted human 
'Law,) 56 the Penalty of this. Tran(greſſion T or who ſhall undertake to 


Proclamations that would. be of no Force, and Edicte that could never 


. with the + Mr ann 7 


ebe, — muſt hold te chi WEN 
: cauſe, by Theſe only we can judge of one another; by 
Theſe we effect each other's Welfare , and therefore | 
Fs "to to Theſe alone the Regulation of Human Law. EX | 
tend. But, in the Eye of That Supreme Being, to 
boom the Whole of our internal Frame is uncovered, 
Diſpoſitions hold the Place of Actions, and it is not ſo 
much what we perform, as the Motives which move 
us to Performance, that conſtitutes us good or evil in 
dis Sight. — Even among Men, the Morality of Ac- 
tions is eſtimated by the Principle from which they 
are judged to proceed; and ſuch as: the Principle is, 
ſuch is the Man accounted to be: He who beſtows a 
Benefit in Oſtentalion, or purely that he may receive 
"a greater in Return, is deemed not charitable, but vain : 
or ſelfiſh and intereſted. * © 
If Reaſon thus clearly teaches us to eſtimate he 
| Value of :AQtions by the Diſpoſitions which give 
7 FW that, accord- 
een eee at and facred' he 
| the Djanity-and Wiftom of the great Law-giver to the Jews, forbid 
eee Him a Coo dad ſo plainly inconſiſtent and unmeaning. 
| What then can we infer, but that he knew, bir Laws had an Au- 


85 Fee; that they only paſſed thro” his Hande but 
were indeed enafted by One, ho was alſo able to ſee them executed 
Him. ho is 3 Diſcerner of the Thoughts and Tntents of the Heart * 
and can hring every Work into judgment, eee, 
dee: „ ; 
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portion. as This is more or leſs advancell, we are 
more or leſs religious. Accordingly., the Regenera- 
Yon of the Heant is every where repreſented in the 
mage the n ellential Re in the Charac- 


* 


85 have been the more particular in proving it un- 
weft for us to entertain our T upon any Sin 
with Complacency, becauſe a great many Perſons, 
e well and pioully diſpoſ ) are apt to 
o they do but abſtain from the groſs and extern 
Adds of Sin, all is well, and there is no great Harm 
An thinking on it, tho? with ſome Degree of Pleaſure | 


AD. oo Bs 
It any Perſon, therefore. who thinks be may in- 
mocently indulge his Imagination with ſinſul and for- 


bidden. O E repreſent them to his Mind 


vhem; let him but examine the Lawfulneſs of ſuch i. 
. of neee 


g Forms and. Appearances it _ 
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Secondiy, That a 8 and delibe. : 

E mate” Intention is That which renders the Sinner cri 
minal in the higheſt Degree, and which will be 2 

ged upon him, as if the Sin had been actually commit- 

ted. God, “to whom all Hearts are open, and all 

| ' Deſires know,” needs no external Evidence to diſco- 

ver our ſecret Deſigns ; ſo that a Sinner, who is only 
reſtrained from the outward AR of Sin, for Want of 

8 Opportunity, or for Fear of Diſgrace, or any other 
temporal Motive, which doth not affeft his Conſci- 
ence, vill be reputed, before ihe. Tribunal wan bes 

325 e of the Fatt: () 5 And, 
0 «Toke how thy 808 . and offer bim for a 


e « Barnt-oferng — And Abraham ſtreiched forth bis Haud , & took 
| 5 « the Knife to lay bis Son.” — He did no more f he was ſtopped by 


4 


Fe The autward 42 was not brought to the expected End : 

. but iv the Vu bis Obcdience was complete and perieft ; and accepted 

. accoidiugly by the Righteous Judge, who knoweth the Heart, and 

| | Dede which be not, as tho* they were.” By mylelf 

cy have I ſworn, taith the Lord, becauſe thou haſt done this Thing, and 

- - _ haff not with-held thy Son, thine Only Son; that in Bleſling 1 will 

. © bleſs thee, and in auiſtiplying I ill multiply thy Seed, as the Stars of 

2 8 8 Nearen, and as the Sand which is upon the Sea; ſhore p— and in thy 

Seed e eee ee aeg, | becauſe thou haſt 0, 

_ beyed'my Voice.” | 
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ad, The. Reaſon of this is, That © out of the 


3 the Iſſues of Life.” Ii is the Mind, not 


' the bodily Members, that fins; becauſe the Mind: 


Good v or refuſing the Evil.“ We may indeed fly 
from any ſinſul 


be good or evil, blameable or evonthy , further 
"than it is voluntary. There is not a more evident 


Truth than this: and therefore we may obferve i in 


Scripture, that the Reaſon of God's puniſhing Sin- 
de nat qaly aſcribed to their wicked Deeds, but 
2 os their Hearts , 0 inward State 


2 
. ²¹¹ů ae. 1 


iag to the Sacrifice. that was required of him. The Will before God 
is he Dexd i & the Queſtion is properly aſked by the Apoſtle , «© Was 


not Abraham A Father juſtified by Works, when he mo | 


ee Altar 7? But then, „ r 


At it is ad Advantage to ene fudge ike 
ſeerhh 295. as Man leeth, but is a Diſcerner of the roar and Intents 
of the Beat :” ſo, 09 the other Hand, by Parity of Reaſon „oe muß 
Ages dale, that wo dal th bös dead NO Used the dk THe 

bust the Wickedied of nur. Will; un gt aty 
Ee EI A e 
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.qnly,.is capable of that Liberty and Freedom 0 
Choice, which, is neceſſary to the Morality of our 
ARtions-: The Body is not capable of « chuſing the 


| bjeQ, or draw near and. unite our- - 
{elves to it with the Body; but it is not the Motion of - 
the Body, but of theSoul which moves the Body, that; 

renders ſuch an Object finful; And no Action can 


- -- ; " 
» * 4 . 
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and Diſorder of their Minds, as the original Source 
from whence their evil Actions firſt aroſe. Thus it 
is aſſigned as the moving Cauſe why God ſent a De- 
ſuge upon the Earth, to deſtroy all-Mankind, except 
one righteous Family, from che Face of it: That he 
4 faw the Wickednefs of Man was great in the Earth, 


and that every Imagination of the 'Thouglts of his' 


= wrftaioalt look and 


Heart” was only Evi continually. ' Accordingly 
God threatens the Jews by the Prophet Jeremiah, that 
| he will bring Evil upon them, even 1nE Favir or 
Tr Tnouchre, becauſe they hearkfied not unto his 
Words, nor to his Law ; but rejected it.” Thus the 
viſible Impiety and Profaneneſs of Sinners, and the 
Reaſon of God's puniſhing them, are direly afcri- 
bed to their ungodlyand finful Thoughts. Theſe our 
Saviour expreſly tells us, . defile the Man and the 
Reaſon why they do ſo, is, becauſe they proceed” 
«from the Heart,” (i.e) from the Will & Affettions. 
Dur Saviour hath! particularly determined. this 
| { : (*) and to confute ſo dangerous an Error, 
and reſtore the Senſe of the ſeventh and tenth Com- 
| mandments to their original Meaning and Purity, in- 
_ Arvfts us, by the particular Inſtance of an incontinent | 


Look; that the Deſign of thoſe Commandments is 
rdinate Aiken, and that » 


Ke ho a8s any Crime whatever . AI. 
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Aar upp gorntpomaLoeo, 
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1 the Scene of his 
Imagination, is:really;; and to all Intants and Fur- 
poſes, guilty of iv before Goth, and in bis on Con- 
ſcience, The Mind is che Man; "and his Merit or 


ce 

it 

e- 
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he Guilt, whatever ix be, iv all ru; it; has n other 
h. 

us 

ly 
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©) Tho an, je many. Caſes, 1 * 5 


at. te: indeed, tho' we carinot binder Abundance of Thoughts from 
. coming into our Minds agaiaft our WI ; yet,” tis always in our Power 
or to aſſent to our Thoutzhta , or to deny our Conſent to them : Sueb ir- 
his regular Thoughts, therefore, as ſpring up in our Minds , and are but 
he | little in our power, are neither Sins not Matter of Ponent, fur= | 
A ther than they are Cadſer and Principles of a finful Choice and Rete 
he lution ; bechule a3 we aſſeut ot difſeat to thoſe Motions in our Minde, 
i- 10 will our Thoughts be either virtuous or ünful. All we can do, is, 
ur nõt to conſent to them >, but endeavour to ſtop , and ſtifle , and reſiſt 
— them as ioon as we are a gare of them. Should we be haunted. with 55 | 
he” blaſpaemous \ Thoughts, - therefore, >. and caunot get rid of them 3, V 
ed mylt coalider that our Thoughts are. no further ours, than as we cbuls 8 *1 
. them j that an sin lies ia the Will, and all Will lies in the „ ,, 


Thole” Thoughts, therefore, which are not our Choice; which weres _ 

zect with a ſettled Averſion and Abhorrence, will never be plated to. 

our Account, So that our Thoughts, how irregular loever they may $7 AR 

I be are rather in be bebounted the Inärmities of our corrupt Natures 

25 Gar Lins properly ſo called. If we eloſe with any Thought that 5 

Poe. us 2 evil. Fa as to be pleaſed with it, to delight in it, to think ?- „ 

of pur! uing it, till it be brought into Adion f in That Caſe we arg'no | e 

longer t to plead o our Ocigir Corruption: for in that very Inſtant v . 

become Hour Sinner, or actual Tranſgreffors of the Law of God. 

The Mind'is pallive in 3 irs Notices of things, whether puren 
tene | an min ts „% 52s: 
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less edle (ü may be ſaid,) he may be touthed 
with Remorſe, and repent; of his Wickedneſs before 

the Commiſſion of it: but Repentance implies Guilt ; 
and if it be ſincere, is; through d ee 
Chriſt cſus, always entiiled to Mercy. „ 
- If you reply, that a greater Oban in Evil ay 
bs neceſſary to carry us through the Execution of a 
wicked AGO, than what is implied in the mere In- 
tention; you ſay what may be true ſom | 
when it is, God knows. And he alſo knows; when 
| the ſame external AQ, in two Criminals, is attended. 
im different Degrees of Aggravation. 5 
Not only the Attempt, and Intention ; but the very | 
Wim do n e ee 
e Tochhnef is S.: e 


However, it is Sabi an | Happineſs! 8 our 
criminal Delires or Intentions are, to be reſtrained 
_ from abting dem: and we ought to bleſs God for any 
preventing Providence, which hach put us under ſo 
N a * e my perh oy 
ar diard them. A; hr af R 55A 
ein ie dive it is accountable ; and it certainly is active, when we 


aden upon impure Thoughts with Complaceney z when we ſtrength- ä * 
en curſelves in Wickedneſs, MOEN the Remembrance of pas Ha 
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avoid giving Offence, or doing Injury t to others ; but 
alſo, beranfg Hd. NG bf Sik id nich edit) anended 
and inflamed with ſtronger Impreſſions of it, and with 
more 2 Conſequences vith Reſpett to our 
ſpiritual State. — ut ill, 
II all theſe aggava could be ſuppo- 
e Intention of a Sinner, he is then 
certainly as culpable and guilty in his own conſtience, 
arid before God as if he had ts Action; 
OE Heart are the Ine of E | 

&« as a Man thinketh, fo really is he.” (ES 

This Vice, therefore, is taken · notice of by Solo- 
mon, as one of the « Seven Things, which are an 
Abomination to the Lord ſviz.. An Heart that di- 


yiſeth wicked 


Sin of evil Thouchs. 328g 
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Obligations 10 it and the Extent | f 
5 „ _ 
825 xxiv. g. > «Tim Though of Fooliſhnefs is 


ee Srewlly coniered, at large, wits weede'to 
eg * * e of papa 5 
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dchy To the Obligations» we are we — to 
| regulate our Thoughts, and how far our Power reach. 
es herein. A 44 * n en ENTS a 2 


Thoughts are the Prime- movers, of the lt ts 
man Condutł. All that makes a Figure on the great 


Theatre of the World, the Employments of the Buſy, 
the Enterpriſes of the Ambitious, and the Exploits of 


the Warlike, the Virtues which form the Happineſs, 
and the Crimes which occaſion the Miſery of Man- 


kind, originate in that filent and ſecret Receſs of 
Thought, which & hidden from every baman 29 
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| Obliguiins i why 
„ favour 
the Prejudice entertained by too many, that Thought 
is exempted from all Controul. Paſſions , they may 
perhaps admit, require Government and Reſtraint, 
| becauſe they are violent Emotions, and diſturb Soci- 
ety. But, with their Thoughts, they plead, no One 
is concerned. By theſe, as long as they remain in 
their Boſom, ho Offence can be given, and no In- 
jury committed. To enjoy unreſtrained | the full : 
Range of Imagination , appears to them the native | 
1 and Privilege of Man. 
Had they to do with none but ther Feb ce 
| tures, ſuch Reaſoning might be ſpecious. But they 
ought to remember, that, in Sight of the Supreme ; 
Being, Thoughts bear che Character of Good and 
Evil, as much as Actions; and that they are, in eſpe- 
cial Manner, the Subjects of Divine JuriſdiAion, bes” 4 
cauſe they-are cdgnzable at no other Tribunal. 
Beſides. The moral Regulation of aur Phorights 5 
i the pen Feb of our Rene to God. IT 
ve reſtrain our Paſſions from breaking forth into open 
Diſorders; while we abandon our Imagination in ſecret 
6 Corruption, we ſhow that Virtne reſts with us only” 
upon Regard t Men, and that however we may abt a 
Part in publick wich Propriety, there is yet bee 
FCC ey | 
Bern. CX VIII. f 
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the inward Parts; But, 

Even abſtrating from this aol. eee 5 
| the Government af our Thoughts muſt appear .to be 
of high Conſequence , from their dire& Influence on 
our ConduR. For, It is plain, that Thought gives the 


firſt Impulſe to every Principle of Action. 
 AQtiens are, in Truth, no other than Thoughts 


| Lipened into Conſiſtency and Subſtance. 80 certain 
is this, that to judge with Preciſion of the Charater 
. of any Man; and to foretell with Confidence what 
Part he will aft, no more were requiſite, than to be 
© rendered capable of viewing the Current of Thought 
which paſſes moſt frequently. within him. — And, 

Tho by ſuch a Method we have no Acceſs to judge 
of another, yet Thus it is always'in our Power to judge 
_ of ourſelves. Each of us, by impartially ſcrutinizing 
his indulged & favourite Thoughts, may diſcover the 
_ Whole Secret of his real CharaQter. — This Conſide- 
_ ration alone is ſufficient to ſhow of what Importance 
. Government of Thought is. — But. 

, Suppoling us convinced of its Importance, a Queſ- 
bene miſe, How far it is vithin our Tower, end | in 
c be W? 15 
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| Tranktions , and: inſcrutable im its. Progreſs; is the 
, Courſes of Thought. Hence vain Inaginations 
break-in upon! the mon cged Auenden- and diſturds 
— — {CR 
| Inſtances of this Som mult be 0 the Ke 
benen Trag. They are Misfortunes to be. 
, rather chan Crimes to be condemned; ant 
enden (Hane, O news our Frame, will 
| ive be fevere i atrking every fuck Error ud Wan 
Aer thee Aﬀtowatites are malle, thets Riff r. 
for che proper Gopenment ef 
z and a Multituds of Caſts occur, in Wies 
ve 20 leſb accountable: for what us Taue, has 
ben het weDs6. — AS; / VF 
i Where the Intodesdon of a Praim off | 
ae chick, ant'is/ Our volun- 
ths Aer, by: turning our Attention towards ſuch” 
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5 determination 40 our Thoughts. (*) — Aen. || # 
| En. den Tha, 3 they may * 
ic | from Blame; ; yet if it be active in their Continuance, 
1 g the Guilt becomes our own. — They may have in- 


. ttruded at firſt, like unbidden Gueſts ; but if, when en- 

| tered, they are made welcome, and kindly entertained, 
. the Caſe is the ſame, as tho they had been invited from 
the Beginning. It is impoſſible to hinder irregular 
fantaſtic, evil Thoughts from riſing up in our Minds. 
Ill Thoughts, like ill Company, will be ſometimes 
obtruding and forcing themſelves upon us: but then 
| we may chuſe whether we will cultivate a Familiarity. 
„ intimate Acquaintance with them : we may 
1 5 do as we pleaſe, whether we will give them a friendly 
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| Entertainment; oi, an the other Hand, diſmifs them 
- as audacious and impertinent Tntruders, — Again, 
II i not in our Power to prevent Diſtraftions, Inter- 
F ruption, and Avocati ion of Thought , even in our re- 
as Addreſſes 40 God. While the Soul is im. 
5 | weed jn Matter, it will be ſometimes uo languid to 
. Rr 
won God. This is our Frailty ,, our Misfortune, 
r 10 us as eee 
: > 5 bk 8 IM e + . ag . ftrive 
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Ane againſt in For, when we have done all we an, 


- 


ful? To which we anſwer, that —— hap „ 
are not. —ͤ ——— IH 
Grace of God, it ſeems reaſonable to believe, unt alt 
the natural and unavoidable: Effects of his Sin ſhould | 
be pardoned vir it: 6therviſe , indeed, no Pen, 
that by his Words. or AQtions, or Writings, has beem 
* Occaſion: of miſleading others into Sin or Error, 
dan certainly know, whether God will pardon him, 
upon the ſtrongeſt Evidences of a fincere Repentancez = „ 
betauſe it is inipoſſible for him to know, how far the ill —@ 15 
probable, they may be anended with unhappy. Con- 
e eee een. ee „ 
matural Ce and Produtt of whoſe i Habits ws LO 
Kood, tha fie Primary Motions will be impuzd 1 OE Te; A 
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| ly moved. When we pray to God with the greateſt 
Fervency; wheti- we receive the blefſed Sacrament 


Vith che moſt holy and heavenly Diſpoſitions, we do 
not find our Devotions have any viſible Effect in 


: e Habiz ef su, ut 


A * * * - 9 
! = "IS. "+> Na £5 of i 
n LE $7 i e 229 x EE IT 5 ET © as -- 
* * 1 ”- * * * * * 


Habit which ed nem er have not fincerely re. 
pented of it ; but where we have repented, there, it is 
ſuppoſed , we are not anſwerable for all the Conſe. 
quences of ſuch a Habit, and particularly for thoſe ill 


Thoughts —_ eee eee 
winnen Penitents. | 


We ſpeak this for the Satiafaftion and Eaſ: of fuch 
Perſons, -who having been reclaimed from fome pre- 


 vailing and habitual Sin, tho they ſtrive never ſo much 


againſt all After-thoughts or Returns of Inclination 


to it, yet they cannot-wholly free their Minds from it: 
This makes them doubt the Sincerity of their Repent- 
72000 20h” ES ene 25 


Grace, or Favour with God. 


Baut chis is a very wrengand alle Contains for 


God, when he pardons a Penitent the Sin of his Soul, 
does not work Miracles upon his Body; the Spirits 


| Courſes in the Brain at the Sign, or by any other 


Occaſion of the Object, whereby it has been frequent- 


Now, ſuch evil 


quring us of our bod 
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res enen 
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mem of this Dr.. J53 
| from the State af the Body; the Wounds which the 
Brain, has received, can no more be cured than drdina- 
kl thoſe of any ochet Part, without leaving ſome 
| $car behind them, But cho it is juſt' Matter ef Hu- 
i miliation to us, that we are liable ie Trhprefſivh of this 255 
i Nature, by Occaſion of the Sins we have formerly . 
, conraſted a Habit of, we have great Reaſon'ts hops 
- EE be im. . 
h puted to us as ſinful. | 4 | 
8 Da bew, gt eker isset ald the best 3 
* eſt of all ariſes how far Thoughts of this K ind ats 
„ voluntary, and Whether the Wall may not be ſaid se 
of bein a Manner over-ruled in the: Conſent it gives td 
| them? It is impoſſible 0 detetmine this Queſtion - 

reciſely, except; we had a petſeQ Knowledge of h 
Force and mechanical Powers of Habits, which pere 
kaps we ſhall never have, while we ate in the Body y 7 
but this we know, that when the Brain toctives any vos 
lent Cancuſſion from an Object familiar to it, we bity& = 
very lite Power for the Tine over our Thoughts, & 
dhe ve da nat iy, we are fauftleſß in giving-way ih 
the Shock, tho for a Moment; yet if we endend bur, 5 
a ſoen as poſſible , to recover Gurſelves; it is to b 
haped . a mereiſul God wilt reckon en much a n- 
fieat Conſent of he Wilt, among thoſe other Infirs 
. gr, ee be caueme. 
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5 II Thoughts, which: ariſe in the Minds af.fincere 
AN from the Power of any former Habits of 
Sin, will admit of theſe mitigating . Circumſtances; 
5 much leſs ought Pepole to abandon themſelves to De- 
„„ e ere ſuch Thoughts, as ariſe 
. cal Suggeſtion, or Want of Health. For 
"I this is ſometimes the Cale. of Perſons, who are 
Ra a great many fine natural; Endowments; 
nore ſaber Intervals, will talk ſolidly 
„ z but what relates to their 
om Diſtemper ; for on that Side they are perfeAly 
blind; wearenct to oonclude from hence, that in this 
particular Inſtance they have any free Power over 
tbeir on Thoughts: indeed, there is a great Deal of 
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Count, that in all other Caſes they are ſo capable of 


my 


| rain dof heng reaſoned with. This, we ſay, 
to every One, and ought to be ſo to 


- that-there is ſome ſtrange preternatural 
Turn of the Brain in chat particular Inſtance, where- 
they may be ſaid to be carried on io wicked or 


7 ſphemous Thoughts, rather pechaps ſpontaneouſly 

| than,with that, Gree Conſent of the Will, W hooy: 

TEE Mary to denominate a moral Action. Be oh 
„Ther ave not 28 Perſons with whom ters 


- Paton of his Day. * 

Th br ee Grits ee ON 
i ſomething wrong: We are amazed that Men of many 
f bright and excellent Qualities, ſhould ſometimes hae 
; Cf of Thought or Behaviour, io different from 
> IM force natural Deſedl, or ſuper- induced Habit which is 
? very difficultly , if perhaps poſlible , to be corrected; 
P and therefore , when we know any Perſon's Foible - 
1 r | 
4 ron which it betrays him into. 
* 8 Nou, this s0uzTRING . 85 
Ii is only' i in the melancholy Perſon in a higher 
PT - Degree, and a more unhappy Inſtance; occaſioned 
er by fome particular Habit of Body, which the Temps 
of er, who always knows his Advantage, and how to . 
C I make-ufe of it, ſtrikes- in with, to promote his Deſignsy 

in Enmity againſt God. vera. Perſons under d 


w a8 them, as being in te hebel eee ; 
altogether Paſſive, there is great Reaſon to hope, tha 
they will find! more - Favour in the Judgment of 4 | 
mereiful God, han they do at preſent in their ou. 
© /4thly, Our Though are not abſolutely free, juſb 
aſter we have received ſome conſiderable Loſs or Di. 
faſter. - All that we can do, is to take Care that we do 


rh pay; + Ny and 


ELS SN 


Us 
* 
a * 
8 
7 

44 f 
\ 50 

1 85 atk : 2 5 1 
- < £ 7 

4 7 
{ ths PEE 8 * 


14 che Paſſion or Anger — 2 
allies of dis Paſſion ; = and laſtly de f 
and ſented Conſem of the Will to hem. 
1 is impoſſihle entirely eee e 
25 Anger, l ef Beens in our Nature; nor is it 
always in our Power to prevent the firſt Sailies ap 
| Starts of it, thoſe primary. Motions of the Mind; (7 
| though we may ge a great Way towards it, by keeping 
a-couſtant Guard over ourſelves, and by inuring the 
Mind to an hahitual State of Recollection. But ſtill 
we ate inveſted with a Power to vith · hold the deter- 
| winate Conſent of the Will to theſe primary Motions :: 
ve may lay the Axe to the Root of the Tree, and 
| quell'them at their firſt Inſurrettion; (f) or we may 
 cunterhalance one Paſſion by another, and ſo turn 
their Artillery upon themſelves, or- callin our Four 
: w ſubdue our Anger. t 
1 eee eee eee 
they are not ſinful. | After all our Endeavours to 
Gels the lite 33 
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OY <9 8ee the Diſcourſe on Anger, Vol, viii. Page 116, 4e. 72 
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Menn wit i ee rakep are the native Produce 
ofthe! Soil z but if we take Care to rdot them up a 
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. The Mind"iv palfive” in receiving. in -Notices.of 1 5 
things, whether pure or impure ; but it is active in its 
Determination, whether to harbour or diſcard them, 75 
As far as it is paſſive, it is entirely innocent; as far as it 

is adtive, it is accountable: and it certainly is active, 

When we dwell upon impure Thoughts with: Complaz 
 Cency ; when we ſtrengthen ourſelves in Wickedneſa, 


Ideas of all Kinds, like the Net in Scripture. that ga- 
thered of every Kind: but then the Judgment i is | 
tive in ſorting them; in © putting 9 5 


* Eien: of die bn, der 


faſt as poſſible, às well as to cultivate and cheriſh each 


wires of uu. 3 


by cheriſhing the Remembrance of paſt guilty Joys, 


* 


tainment 5 e Pleaſures. The Soul: takes-in 


were, i into Veſſels, and caſting the bad away. He 
the Mind can exerciſe its inviſible Empire; it 5 5 ws 
in moſt Caſes , fay to one Idea, . Go, and i it gocth ; | 3 5 Fs 
„Come, and it cometh;” as a yell . | Fai 
he Orgs of th Body, Do had he dk For Rh 
1 ce, Out of that Variff of Ob Objetts which preſent | 5 | ; LY 
theniſelves, it can fingle out n rey gey EN ons 

AiſtinA View, the following ones, ys x” 
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the Witneſs of our Adtions here, who will be the 
Judge of them at the laſt Day, and the Rewarder or 


Puniſher of them to all Eternity, We can inure 


. : 2 occaſionally to ſuch Conſiderations, till our 


pirits almoſt mechanically run in the ſame beaten 


93 til our Thoughts almoſt as naturally flow in 
the ſame pure unſullied Current to which they have 
been habituated, as a River does in the Channel to 
which it has been long accuſtomed. They muſt know 


little of human Nature, and the Workings of their 


on Minds, who do not obſerve that the Train of 
their Thoughts, and the Motions of their Souls depend 


aþwoſt as uch pon Cuſtom, as the Motions of their 
Bodies do. Me 

- If a Man fixes his 8 on e upon 
earthly things, and turns in his Head all the Ways and 


Means of having his Portion in this Life, his Soul 
vil cleave 10 the Duſt,, - If be fixes his Thoughts 
5 Sehberately and ſeriouſly (at ſet Times,) upon che im- 
ino e, ee 
3 God. | 


- Only, we e to = FOR that Pee Thoughts + 


5 varied pad through the Mind like « a Gueſt that tar- 


ace! aw, b r en Ae 
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es 
as well as our Heads--oonvinced of their Truth and 
Importance. Good Thoughu will not court our 
Acquaintance , or make the firſt Advances to us: but 


ſelves, without waiting for the Formality of & ſet In- 
Knowledge, muſt be the Offspring of Silence, un- 


0 * &8-- 5.0 2. 0, 


World within us, as he does in the great World,'fu- 


bleſſing us: our Hearts will be a little Heaven, where 
the Deity rules enthroned and uppermoſt , with an un- 
rivalled Influence; each Paſſion, like 5 WIKE and 
Storm, fulfilling his Word.“ But further 
5 The Soul has a Power lodged in itſelf to ci hole 
3s Apfrabaion, 988 a Enkdle Odjet is egy, 


he Whole, or no. We' can- ſaſpend/our-Ju 


parent Good will really-conduce to our Happineſs. - 


; 


if ve ofien read and meditate on religious Subjedts; if 
we, at ſtared Times, invite them to come and make h 
their Abode with us, they will at laſt come of them! 


broken - Meditations, and oſt- repeated Thoughts 
Thus, and thus only, God will reign in che links 


preme, 44 over all bleſſed for evermore,” carne 


m the Balance of * Renee i le . is Good in 


ill we have obtained moral Evidence that dach an ap- | 


+ Here then we lee; in what e 
* c V. IT Thoughty 


400 n Thoughts. 


| Thoughts confiſts; they are not criminal till they 
| have the Conſent of the Will; and the Soul can with. 


hold that Conſent till it bas ſufficiendy conſidered the 
whole Caſe ; etherwiſe we ſhould have no more Re- 
morſe for willing and acting upon a raſh and precipitate 
Judgment, than ve ſhould condemn a Stone for: fal- 


| ling, or a Spark for flying upwards ; we could never 


bave any CompunQion of Conſcience for that which 
ve were ſenſible we could not help. The Will, then, 
cannot be irreſiſtibly enſlaved. by any finite Gratifica- 


tion, betauſe it may ſtill think of a greater ; and al- 
lowing That its juſt Weight, give it che Aſcendant 


over the. leſſer. We may, habituate ourſelves to the 


Contemplation. of the greateſt Good, and then lefſer 


' Delights will ine with a diminiſhed Luſtre, or rather 
© haye no Hach by ee e e To: ex- 


"If ve S ed for Thoughts 
Ether voluntarily introduced, or deliberately indulged, 
ve are no ſeſs fo; inthe laſt Place, for thoſe which find 
Admittance/into our Hearts from ſupine Negligence, 
| frormaotal Relaxation of Attention, and from allowing 


be. Eyes of the Fool towards the Ends of theEarth.* 

Qn Idess are of no Service, when they lie, (as it 
r Mind; without Order, and 
0 e 785 e 
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# esse i appears FO the gen ObjeR at which 
ve ar to aim in governing ou Thoughts, J 
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before wie can put them to Uſe. Thus, for Inſtance, 
The Conſideration, that there is a God, is 'a great 


Reftraint-from Sin: but it is not this Thought in the 


_ Grols only: the Idea muſt be opened and unravelled;; 


and what is contained in it laid diſtinftly and in Or- 
der before us, to make it an effeftual Preſervative 


againſt Vice : as, that He who made and upholds every 


Being, muſt be intimately ' preſent to every thing x 
; that a Being infinitely holy mult deteſt Vice; 2a Be- 


ing infinitely juſt muſt puniſh it; = chat when we do 
ill, we forfeit his Favour, who can overcaſt the Soul 


With a Gloom of Horror and the very. Blacknefs of 

- Darkneſs forever, or brighten it up with the Fulneſs 
of Bliſs and Glory: — that of him we and all things 
are, as our Creator; through him we and all things - 


my as our Preſerver ; ; and to him all that we are, 


is to be aſcribed; and al that we can do, is but our oz 7 


bounden Dury. — But alas ! When our Minds are 


thrown open 10 Folly and Vanity, they are proftituted 
every evil thing which chuſes to take Poſſeſſion > 2 
The Conſequences muſt all be charged to our Ace? : 
e SV win we we N . | 


Inhrmity. 
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the moſt ches Meaſures 3 the [Intro- 


duQion of ſuch as are ſinful ; and for haſtening their 
Expulſion, if they ſhall have introduced themſelves 
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| how far we have ſtudied to keep this Object in View, 


___ who can tell how oft he hath offended? — For, in no 


| Article of Religion and Morals are Men more cul. 
| pably remiſs than in the unreſtrained Indulgence they 


give to Fancy; and n, wor the moſt Fs, with. 


8 oui Remorſe. 1 
Since the Time that 6 e 


Powers, Thought, during our waking Periods , has 
been aRive in every Breaſt, without Suſpenſion. 
The Current of Ideas has been. always flowing. And 
let me aſk, what has been the Fruit of the inceſſant 
 Adivity with the greateſt Part of Mankind? Of ths 
innumerable Hours chat have been employed in 


F how few are marked with any permanent 
or uſeful * Effet? — How many have either paſſed 


_ away in idle Dreams; or have been abandoned to 
aeious diſcontented Muſings to unſocial and mat. 
nant Paſſions, or to irregular and criminal Deſires 7 


| Had! Power to lay open that Store- houſe of Ini. 
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© Extent of this Duty. 403 - 
I da out to View: all the Imaginations they have 
deviſed, and all the Paſſions they have indulged in 
| ſecrets, What; a PiQure would they repreſent ! — What 
Crimes would they appear to have perpetrated i in Se. 
0 vhich to Harte, intimate; Companion ey 

N when Men 83 their Thomas to 3 | 
nocently employed, they too commonly ſuffer them 
to run into xtravagant Ideas, and chimerical Plans 
of what they would wiſh to attain, or chuſe to be , if 
they could frame the Courſe of _ orig: to 
their Deſire ( 


* 


cent of them, (1 mean, ) come not under the ſame De- 
ſcription with thoſe which are: plainly criminal; yet 
wholly. unblamable they are not: for, beſides the Waſte 
of Time which they occaſion, and the Miſapplication 

which they indicate of thoſe. intellectual Powers that 


Vere given to us for much nobler Purpoſes, ſuch ro- i 


mantic Speculations lead us always into the Border of 


forbidden Regions. They place us on dangerous 


Ground. They are, for the moſt Part, connected with 
ſome bad Paſſion or other; and always noutiſh a gid- 
dy and frivolous Turn of Thought. They unfit te 
Mind for e with due Strength to rational 
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Abuſe of Thought, (as already mentioned, ) it will be 
neceſſary to attend duly to the following Rules and 
Directions for the better Regulation of them. — And. 
* Firſt, We are exhorted, in holy Scripture, to keep 
Sur Tongues from Evil, and our Eyes from wander. 
ing after inſnaring Objetis; — to keep our Feet from 
going aſtray, = to take. heed to our Ways, and to pon- 
der our Paths: but the ſhorteſt and the ſureſt Rule is, 
to keep or Hearts ; to ſet a diligent Watch there, 
Where all our Works and Ways begin, and from = 
hence they all derive their moral Quality. 


good Man, out of the good Treaſure of his How : 


bringeth-forth that which is good: and an evil Man, 
gut of the evil Treaſure of his Heart, e 
that which eu: * which in the ſame in * 
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E is 5 bee that es out of the Heart are 


the Iſſues of Life* From thence proceeds all that is 


blameable or praiſe-worthy in us: and according as - 


K — — 


ve are more or leſs careful in keeping or regulating 


the Heart, ſo wilt bur Lives and Converſation yok 
0 worſe. - 


ae eee 3 and 


bound che Depth of out Hearts; without whieh bur 


Les will be one univerſal Void, without ar AR of 


ſubſtantial , well-grounded , inward Picty , to fill the 
Space between our firſt and lateſt Breath. We are of- 
ten inquiring into other Peoples Concerns, but, alas! 
© would be much, better for us.to turn our. Thought, 
© inwards, and to view the Workings of our own Soul, 
Are we relufiant and unwilling to do it ? then we may 
- rake it for granted, there is ſomething amiſs within; 


for that Life can no more be found at the Bottom; 


dan that Religion, which. dreads the Teſt of a fair 


Examination. | Fain would 1 perſuade thoſe, with 
whom Novelty has ſo great Charms, that they ſpend 


their Time in little or nothing, but hearing, ſeeing, or 
Telling ſomething New, to add yet one new thing more, 
pew, (i.e) to them, {'viz] one ſerious Thought 0 
| Gherhſclves, and their future Conse. 
15 Werden quany of ud r a Expdnce of Ting 
| Healthy and Fortune : One Expence, however, is neu 
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very ſparing,, 5 
La u take Bld kom 1 isl 
5 Sin 


Eoiliences _ How anxiouſly do they fly from theme | 
| ſelves, and ſtudicuſiy employ every Artifice to evade 
the Uneaſinels of Relleklion Were v we to uf equal | 
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iligence 1 in preventing. the Entrance, of vicious W 
3 expelling them when entered, w 2 fould , 

)ubtleſs be equally ſucceſsful i in a much better Cauſe; ©; * 
for, i in Proportion as our Love for. Contemplation AN oe 
ncreaſes, .a Reliſh for criminal Vleafarts will 1 5 


1 1 


5 The more Variety of Knowledge 1 
Mind i is enriched vich, the more Channels there wilt 
bet 10 divert our Thougfis i into. When e once ' theSouly = 
waich has a reltleſs Activity, and muſt be at Wor 5 
Proper Materials to oh, upon, 

4 She ie early Cale has made a a rati gry a lid. 
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bee bade beta us, for. 
han 7 Term of our Life. 2 4 | 
Lei us, therefore , ſtudy to acquire "the Rae 
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rae to Thought. No Study i is more impe f 
F in Prop "pad to the Degree i in which this. Habit 
| ch. er mmonly i is the ns age! 


tal Jmprovemche. 1 is . 1 of Attention 
Which, in a great Meaſure, diſtinguiſhes the Wiſe and 
| the Great, from.the Vulgar.and Trifling among Men. 
And, — In Order to lead our Thoughts into. any 


uſeful Direction; our firſt Care mult be, to acquire 


"the Power of fixing them, and of reſtraining their ir- 
regular Motions. Let our Minds, for this Purpoſe, 


a frequent Object to itſelf, and let us feriouſly 


review it = © To. what Purpoſe is my Attention at 
preſent directed ? — Could I diſcloſe it without a 
Bluſh to the World? - Were God inſtantiy to call 

me into Judgment, what Account could I give of it 
| to him ? — Shall I be the wiſer or beter for dwelling 


on ſuch Thoughts as now fil my Mind ? — are they 


Entirely conſiſtent with my Innocency, and with my ; 
- preſent and future Peace? — If they are not, to what 
_ Purpole« do I indulge ſuch unprofitable or e 
Mulings? ? 

| Rs By ſrequent "Pxacils of this Mead Scrutiny, w we 
might gradually bring our Imagination under Diſei. 
pfline, and t turn the Powers of Thought to their proper, 
Bes as Means of Improvement, inſtead of ſuffering 
them to be only the Inſtruments of Vanity and Guilt. 
Molt other Pleaſiires ; beſides thoſe of Knowledge 


n Vinwe, a are 0 idle Diverſions to ſooth the Soul 6 
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Which put the Soul into 3 Ferment, and give it too vi- 
olent Agitations ; but when rightly directed by Know. | 


3 ledge & Virtue, our Pleaſures will be the Perfeftions 
: A human Nature, and ourſelves an Ornament wi - 
Reading and Thinking will quicken all the ill 


| rr Life, & dirett us in all the buly Parts of it. 


Whereas, if we negleft this early Culture, we ſhall fall - | | 
into the moſt uneaſy Situation of Mind, that of being 
weary of ourſelves, and yet be incapable of reliſhing 


any Company, but what is as poor and uninſtructive 
às our own. ' Our Time will be a Burden to us, aud 
. burſelves, (for ſuch is that Man who does little or 0 
3 good.) an uſeleſs Burden: to the Publick. 1 


Our Mind, like our Body, c came « naked into the 


: World, and naked will it return,” if un-enriched with 
Knowledge, & un-ennobled by Vi irtue. The Fierce 

neſs. of our Paſſions will, indeed, in the Decline of 

| Life, abate and die away: and it is very ptovidentia® 
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that they do decay · For a weak infirm Body could a 7 : 


wot bear thoſe violent Eruptions, to which Youth is 


: ſubject: they would be like New Wine in old Bot- 


es ” The Ferment would be too ſtrong and impetu- 


ous for the weak Incloſure: it would burſt tho an 
deſtroy, them. But, tho the Paſſfions*contraft them 
: d gur N witt ages Modificas Fr 
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tions, according to the different Stages of Life: and 


what was an actiye vigorous Impertinence in Youth, 
will be in Age a joyleſs Dulneſs. It is the ſame ſhal- 


low Stream ſtill ; only what ran before with an empty 
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Noiſe, will be, in the Winter of our Days, frozen and 


- motionleſs. Of a profligate Youth, an untimely 
Death or a diſtempered Old- age is the neceſſary Con- 
| ſequence ; of a giddy impertinent Youth, a frivolous 
Old. age, and all the Childiſhneſs of our former Years, 
. without the Vivacity of them: we muſt have Recourſe 


0 a thouſand Trifles to fill up the mighty Void of 
| Thought, to ſhut out that importunate Intruder, Self. 


, refleftion, and to keep off that Sullenneſs, which muſt 


come upon a Mind conſcious of no intrinſic Worth: 
and when ſome Years, each ſucceeding One, more 


flat and inſipid than the foregoing, are thus ſpent, we 


can have no Reaſon to wiſh for a longer Continu- 


wee in this World, but merely becauſe we dread 
„„ : 


7 Again, Another principle Rele/io this Purpoſes | 


| b, that we ive no 00 mu into light Amuſements, 


© Vagrant , „ diſorderly , ungoverned Thoughts are 


ns naturally the Reſult of a playing, viſiting , and 
Descent Life, as a commanding Reaſon, and well- 
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| Kequene Meditation, and Recolleftion ln is an evi 8 : 
dent & acko Holedged Truth, that Senſuality is deſtruc- FT 
tive of true 22 and doubtleſi alſo:, a continued, 

' Succeſſion of Diverſions „and an impertinent Courſe, . 
of Life, will as effectually take-off all religious Im, . 
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by confining itſelf to a poor: Set; of low, 


1 . * 


itſelf wide enough to admit of ſuch 22 
'Objetls, s wett of God anda bleſſed Inna. 

The Mind, by being fixed on Trifles , is diablel OE 
| and indifpoſed for greater & more important Buſineſs; - 
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imaginary Cares: and it is the ſame thing, whether 
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utemperance, or burnt up by the H eat of the Sun 
by the dated and Gaicty of what is called © gen. ET 
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eee es eden Patience ties, „ 


4 enn oß or, at leaſt, their own Souls to ſave, who dss 
„aue or nothing but eat, and drink, and riſe up ses? 


Play; while their Minds are agitated r 


liberal Sentiment and every other Paſſion is ſuſpenld. 
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latle Notions, that it cannot, in Proceſs of Time, open 1 e | 
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i, ( eld think;) the Device of thoſ# 
wo cannot t ſhine in Converſation , to put themſelves. 
upon a Level withthoſe that can. In Lieu, therefore, 
of Converſation , they have ſubſtituted this Amuſe- ' 
ment, than which nothing, except their own Conver- 
. ſation, can be more inſipid. And, if this were the 
Deſign of thoſe who have as little to ſay, as they have 
Bl on _ todo, they have effeRually compaſſed their Ends: 
WE there being no Room for uſeful Refleftion , no Place 

\ + for good Senſe to inſtruct, or Wit to entertain; all 

Diſtindction between Poverty of Thought, and a rich 
Fund of Knowledge, where This has no Opportuni. 
© __*.__ ty-to diſplay, nor That to expoſe itſelf, being loſt && 
N _ _ epufounded; and when they retire, they have this com- 
55 fortable Reflection to make, that a Soul capable of 
„ „ cemlarging its Sake Ideas, and improving its Love 
. 5 dl Virtue, has, for-a,conliderable Time, been cower- 
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laroad of Temptation, and makes us ſuſceptible of | 


bad Impreſſions.” A determinate Steadineſs; of Mind 
being once loſt, which. is the Anchor of the Soul, ſhe. 
becomes the + pa mand. namen 
ee Wind. 

As eee ee « 


"Guinty ſo let us not, on the other Hand, be wholly. 


inaltive, but be always, ſome. Way or other, uſefully, 


or atleaſt innocently employed; for the Soul of Man: 
zs an active Being, & muſt always, while we are awake, 
and if the Eſſence of it be CocirArion, even while 


we are aſleep, be thinking of ſomething or other. T here 


i no Pauſe, no Suſpenſion, of Thought. Think we 

_ mult — But what to think upon = what Track to 

purſue , inſtead of giving ourſelves, an unconfined: 
Range, in that wide and ſpacious Field of thinking, 5 


which opens itſelf to us on every Hand — This ought. 


10 be our Study. - If the Mind be not buſied, in at- 
tending upon the more proper and nobler Exerciſes , 


of Reaſon, or however upon the innocent and ordinary 


Affairs of human Life, it will naturally turn itſelf to 


vain and ſinful Amuſements. And probably, This, 


may be One Reaſon, why God has put fo great a 


Part of Mankind under a Neceſſity. of Labour and, 


Induſtry for their Subſiſtence ; that their Minds being 
by ſome” Meaſure Ay vithe bs; na, en 
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feveral Caltings; they may not be fo much at Liberty 
to entertain or encourage "ach Thoughts, as are vici- 


_ ous; for few Perſons have Strength of Mind to un- 
dergo the Labour of Attention to Enquiries purely 
ſpeculative and rational; and fewer ſtill, in a State 


where ſenſible Objects preſs ſo hard on every Side 


upon them, are willing to be at that Pains: As to 
thoſe who are not under the ſame Neceſſity of ſervile 
Occupations and Employments, they have ſo many 
Ways, of rendering themſe]ves uſeful to the World, 
and of being qualified to that End, that they can never 
want Ways of honourable and uſeful Exerciſe. 
And indeed, the great Reproach of Ignorance, and 
Want of Politeneſs in ſuch Perſons, makes it particu- 
larly incumbent- on them, to cultivate and enrich their 


Minds with a competent Stock of Knowledge in all 
the more generous and practicable Parts of it; and as 
_ they have more Opportunities to be 5 rich in good 
| Works,” they ought © conſider i as their proper Em- 
ploymem, to exert themſelves in doing Akts of Hu- 
| manity and Beneficence. There is no Charafter what- 


ever, which renders Men more inſignificant and little 


- the Eye of the World, than that of Idleneſs ; where- 
| as, we have known very vicious Perſons, by a diligent 


Application to Buſineſs, and a proper Capacity for i it, 
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. what he-owes 16: himſelf , or the Society he is Te 
into; who places his chief Happineſs, in doing, or, (if „ 
_the Expreſſion may be allowed, ] in thinking 3 

"Gigs fuch'a Mans, in many Reſpetis, the the molt „ Coee 
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Tempter is never ſo. buly with M0, 86. when we have „ 
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Idleneſs enervates the Powers of the Mind, takes uss 
eff our Guard, and, expoſes. us deſencelels to Sen 
Temptation. « I went, (ſays Solomon, ) by the Field „„ OF gs 
of the Sloihful, and by. he Vingad fe Ma 1 
with. There, [and Bade bad covered. he Fach „„ 
the 2 ie FFF 110 15 N | 
7 The ra may be cine ina ral Senſe ; 
put, as it is uſual for the inſpired Pen- men de ſhadow. | 
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than an Habit of Idleneſs. . 

Not that we are e mere Ober- 
d of whucrer Kind, it be, will exempt us from 
the Blame and Danger of an idle. Liſe. Perhaps the 
worſt Species of Idleneſs is a diffipaed, tho ſeeming- 


+F buſy Life, ſpent i in the Concourle of looſe Society, 


and i in the Chaſe. of perpetual Amuſement. Hence 


a giddy Mind, alternately elated and dejeded with 
Trilles, occupied with no RecolleQion of the PASTy 
© Yiu. wht is fruitleſs; and with no Plans for the 
1 but what are either frivolous or guilty. 
Idleneſ⸗ will eicher end i in confirmed Stupidity, or 
F Will break out into an ill-natured | Activity, into 
| Spleen, Fretfulnefs, and Impatience, juſt as it meets 
_ vith' a phlegmatie, or a warm Complexion. The 
Soul; when with-held from its proper Sphere of Ac- 
ton, eicher ſetiles into u liſtleſi Stagnation, or it preys 
upon itſelf, and contracts a rancorous Eagerneſs of 
Spirit, diflatified with itſelf; and out of Humour with 
every thing elſe. + Buſineſs, on the other Hand, Ap- 
plication and Induſtry, will ſhut up all the: Avenues 
10 Temptation, fill the Compaſs of our” Minds, and 
| excllonhoſe vicious Ideas, which will be laying cloſe 
 _ an * for Admi 
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fern; we weld bot *. 12 "of evi 
tion as we would govern them, or indeed woull 
_ haveany Thoughts thatare worthy of being governed, 
ve muſt provide honourable Employment for 'the 
natural Activity of our Minds, = We muſt keep 
Knowledge, Vittue, and Uſefulneſs, ever i in View. | 
Leet our Life proceed in a Train of ſuch Purfuits 5 
| us are worthy of a Chriſtian , of a rational ang ſocial 
Being, and be employed as conſtantly as may be, to 
one good Purpoſe or another; Or if, while, theſe are 
regularly carried on as the main Buſineſs of our Life 
uwe allow ourſelves i in any innocent Reſpites and Di 
verſions from our more ſerious Employments , 35 
them be ſuch as do in no Way tend to diſſipate or 
weaken the Force of the Mind, but only to refreſh. it, 
and thereby make us more lively and chearful in out 
ö After-applications to the ſeveral Duties of our Call. 
ing, eſpecially to the ſpiritual Akts and Exerciſes of 
Religion. 0 0 Let us take WER Care that our 
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Whatever recreates our Mind, without enlnaring e . 
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| Govemment of our Thoughts. 
Amuſements be of an irreproachable Kind, and that 


| all our Society be either improving or innocent; fo 


vill the Stream of our Thoughts be made to run ina 


pure Channel. Manly Occupations: and / virtuous 
Principles will expel the Taint, which Idlencly over 


fails to communicate to the vacant Mind. 
_ 3dly, Let us carefully examine what thoſe things 
are which have been moſt apt to excite evil Thoughts 


| in us heretofore, and let us as carefully avoid all Oc- 


caſions of them for the future. () Now, if we ob- 


ſerve it, our "Thoughts generally turn upon one or 


more of thefe Springs, [viz] the Company we con- 


verſe with; che Books we read; - the Circumſtances 


of Life we are in; — or our n Tem- 
per . And firſt, 

Bad Company is no "my pernicious Pe Tdlenefs. 
It is the Apoſtle's Aſſertion © evil Communications 


corrupt good Manners.” — Where the aſſociated ' 
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Hes retarat Wires, fe eſaqus Membra * . 
Faſun Quies plurimdus juvat. 555 
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alia Vitia propenfor : ergo videndum off diligemttr ad que Vitia Natue 
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Ways tended 16 give us looſe Notions of Religion, 


& to Helude us with falſe, but ſpecious, perhaps, and 


flattering Images of the Pleaſures of Senſe, and the 


Pomps of this wicked World; let us not walk any ; 85 
longer in ie Way of ſuch dangerous Perſons « « but : 


refram our Feet from their Paths.” „ 


acdiy, Evi Thoughts ſometimes mts en he 


Subject Matter of the Books we chiefly addict our 


315 
— Mes we ſhall lam Frowirdack.” At | 


beſt, his triſling Inſignificancy will make us equally 
 krequently befors' us; and become familiar t our 
Minds, ſlide inferifibly into the Heart; we ate ftfange- 
ly and even tnechawieatly forced for Imitatioi; and 
ze very Air of a Mas Face, br veheteft Mannef 
of expreſſing himfaf, ſometimes moyes, and pene- 
| trates, and convinces more, though we do not welt 
know of what, thah all the Reaſon and 1 1 . 
Wolof ben en eee „„ 
This ſtrong Impteſſion which the F. orce of Tag 5 
nation in other People is apt to make upon our own, 
is the Occaſion of innumerable Errors; as well as 
Vices; the beſt Way therefore to free Gunter from | 
the Contagion of both, is to avoid fuch Converſation, | 
a we have found by former Experience , has any* 


Pe 


2 to read; andi it muſt be conſellec, ee 5 
2 Serm. e oe Scandal 85 


42⁰ | Coventment of our Though. : 
7 Scandal of Religion; that the World abounds not only 
with Atheiſtical Books, but what we principally have 
an Eye to at preſent, Books of a looſe and immoral 
Strain; we need not mention any of them, they ars 
generally too well known, and in too many Hands; 
and thoſe that read them may be fenſible that it is not 
without Reaſon we. caution thoſe, who would pre- 
ſerve their Innocence and Purity of Intention, againſt 


_ neading them. They are writ on Purpoſe to inſpire. 


the Thoughts of Fooliſhneſs,” & to open a Door to 
all Manner of Licentiouſneſs and Diſorder ; to this 


= End they give us falſe Ideas of Honour, Friendſhip, 
and Love; but in ſuch a Diſguiſe , that weak Minds 
do not always fee throit: And indeed , ſuch Books 


are generally read moſt by thoſe , upon whom they 
are likely to have the worlt Effects; by young, raw, 


and thoughtleſs Perſons, who are taken with the agree- 
able Deluſion , without apprehending themſelves in 


| Danger, and all on a ſudden find their Minds full of a 


Soak Vain fooliſh, and extravagant Paſſions, 
If we fay 1 we read them for their Wit , and — 5 


their: Impurity ; i it may be true: but then it ought to. 
be conlidered , that the Poiſon of Vice never ſtrikes. | 


wore agreeably,, than when Wit is made the Vehicle 


tp convey. it. Impure Ideas find an eaſy Admittance 
e 0 the Mind 40d meet with a favourable 9 
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0 by the agreeable Dieb 
of Wit, eſpeckahy if we obiiſtder the tnbred Cbrrup- = 
tions of the Heatt', ; and that they kae a ſtrong Part 
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Within. Sprightly Sallies of the I. magihation, , the 


_ Heightenings of Poetry, and ani To we of Thought, 
dazzle the Mind, and hinder it fron cohſidering the 


Tube more beautiful any Genius i is, che more Tnju- 
ry it does, when it is proftituted to any Kind of Wic- 
kedneſs; and more eſpecially to young Minds: And, 


perhaps , the Difficulties which ſome are obliged to 


Conflict with, upon the Account of their Virtue, would 
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. 9 


fone of them are rational and mafly Entertainments, 


& may be read with Improvement, as well as Delight, 
But, for the Generalit) of them , what we would offer 8 
10 the Confideration of \ virtuous Perſons, is, whether 5 


it be conſiſlent with their Charatter, „ as ſuch to read 
in the Cloſer, 6 r hear on the Stage, fuck Sentiments, 


s would be inconſiſtent with Mole) to hear or ut 
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bot have been ſo great, if it had not been, in ſome 
Meaſure, blaſted in the Bud by ſome of thoſe. looſe : 
Authors, with whoin this Nation abounds , more per- 
haps, than any. other, Not that we would be under- 
flood hereby to paſs; a general undiſtinguiſhing Cen- 
ſure upon all Plays, Hiſtories, Novels, and the like; 
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a: — Though. 
are not full of ſuch groſs Ideas and i impure Addreſſes, 


as a modeſt Perſon would think himſelf obliged to re- 


ſent, if addreſſed to him in Company? 


Add to this, - — That thoſe who lay themfdves out. | 


in peruſing Books addreſſed wholly to the Imaginati- 
on, will look upon every other Compoſition as dry, 


jejune, and taſteleſs : juſt as thoſe who are accuſtom- 


ed to high ſeaſoned Delicacies , which inflame the 


Blood, have a Diſtaſte for plain and ſimple F 1. 
tho far more wholeſome and vital. 


The Encouragement Which theſe Books, that are 


purely addreſſed to the Imagination, meet meet · With in the 
World, is the more culpable „ when we conſider how 


many excellent Books, for the Improvement of our 


| Reaſon, in all the uſeful Parts of e are eve- 


A e e en My 


As to Books of Religion, there were never ſo ma- 
ny, nor perhaps ever ſo good, or ſo well calculated for 
general Inſtruction, ſince the Apoſtolical Age; there 


are others no leſs proper to further and aſſiſt us in all | 


the Parts and Offices of a devout Life; and others a- 


gain, upon the higheſt Points in Theology, writ with 


| all the Cleameſs and Beauty, and Strength of Reaſon, 
as may. be proper to entertain the more Knowing and 


Inquiſitive. So that, ſo far as human Compoſitions 
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| Rites and Diraftions fot it SY 


PID ate ſubſervient to it,) there is nothing wanting to 
4 make the Mam of God perfeft® i n AS 
both of his Knowledge and Zeal. 


pM As the rr gerte 


eril Thoughts to enter into ito our Minds, proceeds from 


our Want of Knowledge and Zeal, it would be a good 
Rule in Order to prevent them, „to employ ourſelves 
frequently in reading good Books, or wherever wehap-' 

pen to be-ſurprized with any * Thought of Fooliſh. 
neſs,” (as after all our Care we may be,) we cannot, a 
perhaps, uſe a better Method to free ourſelves from it, 955 
than by taking one good Author or other, for whom 5 

ve have a particular Veneration, into our Hands; but 


| eſpecially, by having Recourſe to that holy and divine 


Book, wherein God bim ſelf ſpeaks to us, and which, 


for that Reaſon, is above all others, « proper for Doc- 


trine, for Reproof, for Correction „ and Inſtruktion in 


| Righuoouſoeſs.” (5 — Again, 


Evi Thoughts ſometimes is by Occaſion of ü he 5 
particular Circumſtances of Life we are in. Temp. 
tations are here incident to us in every. State & Con- 
dition of Life; but it muſt be granted, there are ſome 


particular Callings and Employments, which are both” 


8 and are eee 
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: ee ta nds Innocence ; 8 5 e r 
are not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, in their own Nature unlaw- 
ful; yet they border ſo near upon what is ſo, chat it 
requires a great Deal of Chriſtian Prudence, as well 
* Piety, to keep them within their proper Bounds. | 3 
| If your own Choice, therefore, . or chat of your 
| Friends, has put you upon any ſuch. Employment, you 
ought, as it is attended with - more unhappy Circum-. 
| ances of Temptation, to be more careful & circum- 
ſpect in the Diſcharge of it; and not think, (tho ſuch 
Thoughts are too common and ordinary, ) that it may 
de lawful for you to take all the Advantages you can, 
| by fraudulent and indirect Arts, by Lying and Diſſi- 
wulation, by Violence and Oppreſſion, under a Pre- 
tenee, that ſuch Methods are agreeable to the Nature 
Je” of your Calling, that they enter into the Myſtery, of 
it, which you were for a long Time trained up in, &. 
that they are praftiſed without any Scruple by Others | 
of your Fraternity ; but remember that the Laws of 
God, whereby you muſt judge of your Condut̃t here, | 
| and be judged hereafter, make no DiſtinQion i in Fa- 
; vour of any ſinful Prattice . whatever Circumſtances 
or Way of Life the Sinner may be i in: but the * 
mand of keeping Innocency, and doing the 
thing What is right,” does. indifferently oblige and ex- 
e 10 al Men. N e Ag 
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* Nature of our particular Call: 

nung, is attended with this further very dggravating Cir- 
curnſtance of Gum; that it is à fccret Reproach m 

the Providence of God, as if he had'not fufficiently _ 


provided for the tiecelfary or comfortable Support G 


them under a Nereſſity of having Recourſe to ſimful 


An. The Reaſon of this Caution- will beſt appear = 
' to Men of Trade, or conſiderable Dealings in the 


Wark, 0x40 back peebagte Vie mand TN. 


| Profeſſion. — — But further, 


Evil Thoughts frequently viſe from n na. 
tural Temper. There are few- Perſons ; to whom, | 


Nature has not given a. particular Byaſs to ſome 


| Vice, or Vices,. more than to others; and the Images: 


of ſuch Vices do not only find a; more eaſy and fre- 
quent Admiſſion into our Minda, but we are firangely) | 


apt to think, chat as they are ſo deeply rooted: in our 


Confttution, they are the unavoidable Effects of it 


and that God, who, «knows whereof we are made, 


will at leaſt make very merciful Allowances to them: 


Fut we ought | to conſider that our Reaſon. is given us, 


for the Regulation of our Paſſions, and that beſides, 
the Means, which Reaſon preſcribes to al Men, by 
proper 4 Acts of Self-denial and Refleftion, i in Order to 

* due, even their predominant Pallions, we brit. 
255 Senn. CXEIX, | | 
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ſupply all our natural; Weakneſs and Defefts, and to 
bus thoſe Means 2 mm alicia nds Uſe 
of which, a. great many Chriſtians, have over- 
eome the Rrongeſt, and moſt violent Propenſions of 


natural Temper; and if ve would make · uſe of the 
fame Means, and wich the ſame Sincerity and Diſpo- 


| fition of Mind, no: e ve 8 
| pot Effect. 

I it was the eee PEER «Tem. 
per, as he acknowledged himſeif, naturally vicious 
and perverſe, he had by a good Uſe of his Reaſon and 
Liberty, acquired the Habit of all thoſe Virtues, 

Which are the proper Beauties and Ornaments of 
Human Nature: What a Reproach will it be to 
us Chriſtians, who live under a nen State of 


| Feen Tores of here — How Wach 
more is it incumbent on us to 5 bring into Captivity, 
c Fhoughteo Ge Obedience of Chriſt ?” . . 

; * But yet, if we have been ſo unhappy a as to eng. 
55 4 the ct compleclional Vice, the Sin which more eaſily, 
5 beſets us, by a dangerous Habit of i it, it will concern 
25 ub ne more, {if we would preſerve c our Minds free 
ay 'boug . of it. 
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Rules 8d Direftions fort.” — a7 


5 When the: Imagination bas bern long defiled by: 


repeated Acts of any Sin, it will not only be hard for | 


Men to waſh out the Stains of it, but at firſt a Work 
very painful and unpleaſant: but ſtill, by the Gracs 
af God, (which is never wanting to the willing,) tho 


Diffieulty of it may be overcome, and the Current of 


our Thoughis, by contrary Adis of Virtue & Religion, 


be turned another Way; And, when we have thus 


: gained the Victory over any finful Habit, and are re- 
_ newed in the Spirit of our Minds, the Pains we have 


taken to this End, will be abundantly recompenced, 
by t the Pleaſures of Innocency and a good Conſci- 


_ ence; but above all, if God think us worthy. of ſo 


great a Favour G N Delights 
of his Grace. * oi = 


- In Order, more effcAually to this if a any „ Thang: | 
of Luſt, of Anger, Pride, Envy, Malice, Revenge, 


or the like, ariſe in our Minds, we ſhould, as ſoon as 
we are ſenſible that any, or either of theſe , begin to 
ferment; , inſtantly call-in other Paſſions, and other 
oppoſite Ideas, to our Aid. Let us haſten to turn out 


Shojjghts into a diſſerent Direction. Let us ſum- 


mon up whatever we have found to be of Power ſor 
&mpoſing our Mind- | Let us fly for Aſſiſtance to 
&rious Studies, to Pr; and ie we or even 
OE e . f turn 
"ON Tue beſt Was 66 hang ur; evil 'b 
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422 | Goverment of our Thoughts, 


rurn ts Buſineſs or innocent Society, if Solitude be in 


Hazard of favouring the Seduction. By ſuch Means 
we may ſtop the Progreſs of the growing Evils , and 


avoid their fatal Effects; ſor we break the Force of | 


any one Idea, however ſtrong and importunate, by 
ſummoning· in others. One violent Paſſion does for 


cauſe they have not a Command over their paſt Per- 


. ceptions, ſo as to aſſemble them when they pleaſe: 
and hence their Rage, or their Grief, or their Luſt, is 
genuine and unmixed, without any Check or Re- 
ſtraint upon it, from a Power of reflecting upon ſome- 
ching elſe. And if one Paſſion engroſſes the whole 
Man, he ſo. far degenerates into theſe : for, from this 


' Power over our Ideas, which Brutes have not, we are 


Ryled arasonasie Creatures; and, by the 1 
of this Power, we becofe in Fatt ſo. „ | 
Me muſt then immediately, upon any 3 , 
ive to turn our Thoughts into another Channel, and 
_ think of ſome other that is either innocent, profitable, 
or pleaſing; and this, immediately on their firſt Riſe & 
Onſet againſt, us. We muſt , before Paſſion make 
heads 9 en . ſuch Thoughts, 
ployed in . ie eee e 
i dad her our Heart be where our Thoughts are; fo, 9 2 0 Habi= 
1100 ien Eacth, our Coavertacioa Will he i Heaven, e 


e enn 
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a5 theſe: „ Hop aſſen haye my 8xcanm ; and-cooles 


F baust diſappoved vhat my FIRST: e 


When Ste derer, ariſe yithin mo 1 will vat 


hung in, from the till yall Voice of Reaſon,” - 


If abſent, and diſtracting Thoughts in our Devo! 
732 oben once rt or 


into the Houſe and Sanctuary of Prayer, beg the Af: 


fiſtance of God's Holy, Spirit, „chat our Thoughts may 
be fixed; that we may be collected in ourſelves, and 
ſerve God with that undiſturbed Attention which is 


due from a Creature to his Creator; as knowing that 


it is ridiculous to expect that God will bear us, when 
ONT CLE OR I TOO 


bent and jnattentive. () 
eee, or the iſuiing Thoughts a at- | 


FS Tt ans wich this Views that in e | 


the Deacon was ordered to cry aloud , nn Let n fore 


4atl ; 40d vgain, (me; Time after, mx Let us pray yet 5 
wenfly. And it would be well, | if ve wo 15 ould make. this Uſe of that 


bortatory Admonition', which < occurs ſo often in our Liturgy , {viz} 


« Let: us pray aud which was inſerted wich this Deſign, among 6 


oy 49.rally our undiſciplined, Thoughts, (to. recaſl.our mnageri 5 


and to gut us in Mind that we ought, to pray with an affect 
1 Abl eee — bee the Dita erp ty in Fe 
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dess and ve bot get Hd of th 5 
ſider, (as already obſerved, ) that our — are no | 


further ours, than as we chuſe them; that all Sin lies A 
in the Will, and all Will implies Choice; - that thoſe 
Thoughts, therefore, which are not our Choice, which ö 
Ve reject with a ſettled e eee ! will 
e enn, 5 ee be. 
Men, uuder this Depreſſion at /Deſptinicy; a 
ſhould, with a manly determinate Reſolution, rouſe 5 
themſelves from their Lethargy , and apply themſelves 
with Spirit to ſame Employment, which may fill the 
; Capacity of their Minds; or they muſt have Recourſe 
10 Company, innocent Diverſions; or Exerciſe, which 
may lull their unquiet Thoughts to Reſt , and put 
their animal Spirits into a proper, pleaſing and; ws 
able State and Movement. But further, 
In Onder 10 the better hee 
7 Thoughts, we ſhould live under a conſtant you of 
| bench Preſence and Inſpettion overs. „ 
Ho Would we be aſhamed and confounded, were. 
4 other Men, (though of like Paſſions with ourſelves,) 
F 15 to our Thoughts? and if, indeed, notwith, | 
ale Arts of Gras and Den en 
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Kam of the cen of Mew en: 7 . 

what a ſtrong Check the i | | 
of Divine Omniſcience is calculated to give to all | i 
Criminal Thoughts, we are tempted to ſuſpeR, that, e. e 


ven by Chriſſians, this Anicle of Faith is not received „„ ES 
Vich ſincere Convifiion. For, who but muſt conleſs, 5 oo 
chat if he knew anther, tho but a Fellow- F 


bad the Power of looking into his Heart , be duft. 
| Bot allow himſelf chat udhounded Scope , which he Ff 
| now gives to his Tmaginatioti ind Deſire ? _ VVV 

- Wherice, denz gottes it topabs ; that len Lids . 
Fear or Consem, being ino the'Preſerice of ü „ 
Majeſty of Heaven That Folly and Licentiouſneſs | — 
; of Thought, which would make them bluſh & trewblo | NES 
fk. Known only to Men ? — And yet, 
aN Principle 1s ſupported hy clearer Baie . 
Rafi dee Olbaillicaes of God. All ei Fells, 
F 
1 appel to-it, a= Th Scheren of © 
1 Sem. c Xx e ee t he” : 15 ah, 7 | 9 8 
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Ka Jowinions4;, He;who. ſuppoms all. Nature muſt 

pr ee en Hears 
within j 


4 „ 2 FI 282 . 
| „„ Le us, ten, by ſetting God always before ws, be 

wore effecualiy per uaded to a due Carefulnels here; 
3 8 o nploy « our Minds in ſuch an-uſe- 
OE EN and pious Manner, as may 


; may lend moſt to the Per- 


feQion of our Nature , and the leres | ayement of or 
Chriſtian Graxes. 1551. z 1 41 
In Thinking; as we N as | Afling let us accuſtom 
ourſelves 1 to look up. Tn Reyerence to that Piercing 


2 Eye of Divine Obſervation , which © never llumbers 
. nor ſleeps,” and, whoſe. Inſpection is of greater Con, 


5 rene to us than, That of all Mankind. And that 
- 5 by our Thoughts, as. well as Words and Works, ve 
= ; | | 7 muſt be judged at Lihe laſt Da 7 (1; 770.037 en > 
„ e Ee ee w_ check the 1 
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n is 66 ne ee Thought: ith. 2} 

- Reſpect to any Cognizance Mea can take of them, they are ſo; but it | 
r we areifree ro/let. pur Thoughts run indifferent- | 
Vr ly on all Kinds of Suby 55 and to entertain vicious, as well as innoy 2 

| „ ccht ang birtuc inc in: Gotis,'without offending God, in whoſe f ; 
nM tente we alwayd are, and to-whom all things are naked and open : 

| Nee gr fo thy Way belng {ee in this Senſe, me 06 : 
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1 437 | 
e ens eee, Mics ab Parent 
of Meditation and Wiſdom. Let them not only 


expel what is evib, but introduce in its ſtead what is 


pure and holy ; elevating our Thoughts to divine and 
_ eternal Objects, and acting r ee e 


thoſe Attrations of the World, which would draw 


eur whole Attention to Senſe and Vanity, — But, 


Lay, „ To the foregoing Rules and Direftions 


for the bettet Government of our Thoughts, let us de 


careful „ when we obſerve i in ourſelves the leaſt Ap- 
proaches towards any evil and forbidden Thought, to: 
add ſincere and fervent Prayers to God for.the ilumi- 


| nating and lanctifying Graces and Succours of his Ho- 


ly Spirit; and beſeech bim, that he would « defend us, 


not only from all Adverſities which may happen to the 


Body; ; but alſo from all evil Thoughts which may al- 


ſalt and hurt the Soul. For by immediately recol- 
; ſecting ourſelves, and deſiring his Aſfiftance upon the | 
firſt Solicitation of any Vice, (which we may do Gilent- 
| Hi in public, as well as in private,) we ſtop the bre 
5 En. * introducing another Train of Thinking: * 


» by delaying our Addreſſes to Heaven, in 


this Cale, till the Rated Periods of Prayer return, 5 
Et the Poifon work within us, Without applying he” 


Hoper Antidote in Seaſon. No Doubt, ſome Part 
of our Time. ought; every. u ds. aan 


enen, VV 
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* is his Gift. eee eee 


. formal Petitions do: not ſuperſede our habitual and: 
conſtant Endeavour. And if we would know the 
Reaſon why ſome, who are conſtant to their Devoti- 


ons, yet are as envious,” cenſorious, and impatient a 
others; it is becauſe they uſe Religion merely as an 
occaſional, formal, ſet Thing; but never habitually ap- 


ply it to the common Occurrences of Life. Whereas, | 


if upon the firſt Motions towards: any evil Paſſion, 


or abſent diſquieting Thought, they prayed to God, 


and invoked his Aid; and by this Means, puting their 


Minds into a different Train, and endeavouring after 


the oppoſite Virtues, This would be, upon every In- 


dent, an effectual Expedient to expel bad Thoughts, 


before they had made any Advances in our Hearts, 


| and to implant good ones in their Stead. 


| Of Ourſelves we ſhall "ill; whatever we may de- 
Fee any thing as of ourſelves,” 


(ie) any thing in that pious Manner , and with that. 


Purity of Intention which we ought. 


385 Let us therefore particularly pray that God , in 


Order to preſerve us from all evil Thoughts, ks 
ee . 


© 


in 
to 
a- 


R 7 


: Enie, tunk on theſe things.” 


— for it. - 48 


ture, and pleaſing to him,) would by his Holy Spirit 
: luminate our Underſtandings, and purify our Hearts 
chat he would give us the Grace both. of Light and 

| Senſe; of Light, to direct our Minds in all holy and 

_ devout Meditations ; and of Senſe, to render ſuch 
| Meditations the more grateful and pleaſing to him: 


for the Preparations of the Heart in Man, and the 


| Anſwer of the Tongue is from the Lord.” « Thoa 
Man's Heart deviſeth his may TTY the LAG a 
| ps Ws Cos.” 


Thus we have ſeenzboth;the ande and 1 | 
tance of the Duty before us, which is indeed the 


Guard and Security of all Views: for our Actions 
vill never be right habitually, till our Thoughts and 
Deſires are ſo; — Or, if they could; yet our Maker 

demands the Whole Man , as ſurely well he may: 


nor, til that js devoted to him, are we e meet for the os 


Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 
1 ſhall conclude all with the Words of the AE 5 
*6 Finally, Brethren, whatſoever things are true, 

whatſoever things are b whatſoever things are 

. juſt, — whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever. RF. 

- things are lovely, - whatſoever things are of good Re. 


port — if there be any Vins Ait dh be any 
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